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INTRODUCTION
What’s the most important meeting you attend each day? Meeting your boss
to plan the workday? Meeting your kids when you pick them up after school?
Meeting your mate at the end of the day? Your most important meeting should
be your daily meeting with God. This meeting is called the morning watch, a
quiet time, devotions, or several other names. But whatever name you use, it is
not nearly as important as what you do in the meeting. It is a time for you to
enjoy His Daily Presence.
What do you get out of this meeting with God? Sometimes you’ll learn
about Him as you study the Scriptures. Sometimes you’ll see an answer to a
problem as you meditate upon God and His principles for your life. Sometimes
you’ll find God’s plan for a day when you otherwise didn’t know what to do.
Sometimes you’ll pray for big things, and other days for little things. Sometimes
you’ll get victory over a lousy attitude. There are a lot of things you can get from
this meeting, but the greatest is meeting God. Daily you can touch God, but
more importantly, He can touch you. Lord, I need You.
But what does God get out of the daily meeting? Have you ever thought that
God created you for a purpose, and that purpose is realized in your daily meeting
with Him? What does God want from you? Worship! The only things God
wants from you, He can’t do for Himself. Jesus said, “The Father seeks
worship,” that means He wants it deeply. God wants His creatures to worship
Him. Lord, I worship You.
How can God be worshipped? By thanking Him for all He does for you. By
magnifying Him for His greatness. By talking to Him in fellowship. By thinking
on Him in communion. By relying on Him when facing problems and
opposition. You worship God in a face-to-face relationship.
This book, His Daily Presence, is about meeting God daily to worship Him.
Your mind will focus on God as you read through the Bible—beginning at
Creation—to see in Scriptures God unfolding Himself to His people. You will
read of people struggling to find God, but all the time God is searching for them.
This book takes you on a story-by-story journey through the pages of the Old
Testament. As you read about all the various conditions where God and man
meet each other, you’ll gain strength from your daily meeting with Him.
I wrote these chapters in my daily meetings with God. They are the
experiences I had as I met God each day. I trust my encounters will help you
know God. As you begin reading, I’m way up ahead somewhere writing about
what’s happening in my meeting with God the same day as you read a chapter
from this volume. This book is only Volume I; there’ll be another to follow as I
continue to meet Him daily. You keep reading and I’ll keep writing; together
we’ll read through all the books of the Bible. But more importantly, we’ll meet
God as He meets us. Lord, I come to You.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Elmer L. Towns
Written at my home
At the Foot of the Blue Ridge
Mountains of Virginia
Spring, 2004

Date Read __________
DAY 1
His Daily Presence
“The Father is looking for anyone who will worship Him . . . those who
worship Him, must worship Him in spirit and in truth”—John 4:23, 24,
NLT). “Come to me with your ears wide open”—Isaiah 55:3, NLT.
“Seek the LORD while you can find him”—Isaiah 55:6, NLT.
The Lord doesn’t need anything, He is God. He doesn’t need us to give Him
money. God owns everything. God doesn’t need us to serve Him, and He could
use angels to speak for Him, or He could just do everything by Himself. There’s
nothing we can do for the Lord that God couldn’t do for Himself, except one
thing. We have only one thing to give God, that He can’t get for Himself, or do
for Himself. What’s that? Worship! God doesn’t worship Himself. As a matter
of fact, the Father is constantly seeking worship from us. Lord, I yearn for Your
Daily Presence, teach me to worship.
God created everything, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth” (Gen. 1:1). The purpose of this world is to glorify God, “The heavens
reveal God’s glory, the skies reflect His marvelous ability” (Ps. 19:1, Author’s
Translation). But the apex of God’s creation was when “The Lord God formed
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and
man became a living being” (Gen. 2:7). Man was created in God’s image. When
God looked into a human face, He saw an image of Himself; much as we see
ourselves when looking into a mirror. The Lord made us to reflect Himself or to
glorify Himself. Lord, may people see You in my life.
God made us for fellowship and rulership. David couldn’t understand how
an Almighty God gave humans the rulership over His earth. “When I consider
Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars . . . (in Your
omnipotent power) You have made man a little lower than the angels . . . (then)
You have made him (man) to have dominion over the works of Your hands” (Ps.
8:3, 5, 6).
You did not evolve out of dirt, nor are you just another animal; God created
us to be co-rulers with Him of this world. Some think God is not doing a good
job with the development of civilization. But, I think the problem is with us, not
Him. We’re not doing a good job with our responsibility. How about your
private world? Have you got everything under control? Don’t worry about the
United Nations or the stock market. You need to rule your personal world
because you are a co-ruler with God. Lord, help me order my private life.
God created us for co-rulership. God said to Adam and Eve, “Be fruitful,
multiply . . . have dominion” (Gen. 1:28). The command God gave to Adam is
still our responsibility. The One who gave you the command of rulership is the
One who will help you carry it out. Did you see that word “co”? That prefix
means you must have a relationship with God as you rule this world. You rule
Page 1 of 2

for God, and you rule with God, and you rule to the glory of God. Lord, may I
please You in all that I do.
The prefix “co” also means fellowship and relationship. Adam “ruled” the
Garden of Eden for God. Each day the Lord visited Adam to find out how he
was doing. Everything seemed to go well in Eden until Adam and Eve sinned.
“And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day? (Gen. 3:8). As employees are accountable to their boss, and as children
are accountable to their parents, so we are accountable to God. How are you
doing? Lord, forgive me for my failures, and help strengthen my weaknesses.
It was in the cool of each day that Adam met with God to fellowship with
Him and worship Him. Do you do that? Is there time in your schedule where
you seek His Daily Presence? Do you seek God’s presence, just as a young man
sacrifices to be with his girlfriend? Why does the young man do it? Because he
sincerely enjoys talking with her, doing things with her, and embracing her. Do
you look forward to talking with God each day in prayer? What about listening
to Him in meditation or Bible study? O Lord, I embrace Your presence.
Just as creation reflects God’s glory, so Adam the highest created object
gives the most glory to God. The worship that Adam began, you must continue.
You and other humans must reflect the greatest glory to God, as well as reflect
His greatest power. Since God can’t worship Himself, He wants your worship.
God comes each day to receive your worship, just as He came in the cool of the
day to experience fellowship with Adam. Doesn’t that overwhelm you that God
comes looking for something from you, that He comes looking for worship?
Have you given Him worship today? If not, do it now! Lord, I seek the majesty
of Your presence.
If God were to worship Himself, He already knows what He would say. He
knows already the words of any music He might sing. Today, God wants to hear
from you the fresh praise that comes from what He did for you yesterday.
Today, God wants to feel your renewed love in response to His benefits. Today,
God wants to experience your fellowship as you talk with Him . . . listen to Him .
. . and worship Him. The Father seeks such to worship Him. Lord, I’m here.
What about the times you didn’t show up in the past? The times you were
too busy, or you forgot? Even when you didn’t seek His Daily Presence, what
happened? Just because you weren’t there, doesn’t mean that God didn’t show
up. When Adam didn’t show up, God was there. Didn’t God go looking for him,
“Adam where are you?” So, when you miss a day, God shows up because
worship and fellowship mean as much to Him as it could have to you. When you
don’t show up, you can almost hear God’s echo saying, “I missed you.” Seek
His Daily Presence because you need God’s fellowship and He wants your
worship. Lord, I worship.
Today’s Reading: Psalm 8; Genesis 1
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Date Read __________
DAY 2
I’ll Meet You Daily
“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness . . . So God created man in His own image; in the image of God
He created him; male and female He created them” –Genesis 1:26-27.
“Let us create a man,” the Three-In-One spoke within Himself. Then God
answered Himself, “What will this man be like?” God didn’t have to think about
the answer; He knows all things, and He knew instantly what He would do. If
God had to think up an answer, that would mean He didn’t know something,
even if He didn’t know it for a fleeting second. A god who doesn’t know
something, is a god that isn’t God. That means God knows everything you need.
Isn’t that comforting? Lord, I realize You know all about me.
Again God spoke within Himself, “We won’t make man like the animals,
because they can’t make rational decisions.” An animal can’t choose to worship
God, nor can animals understand the God who created them.
“We won’t make man like the angels, because angels have to worship us.”
Angels don’t have the freedom of choice. Angels worship God because that’s
what they’re created to do. Lord, I choose to worship You.
God knew what He wanted from man; He wanted free expressions of
worship. Not worship that He made His creatures do. When Jesus came to earth,
He told the Samaritan woman, “The Father seeks worship.” God wants
spontaneous worship . . . meaningful worship . . . deeply felt worship. That
meant God wanted worship from someone who could choose not to worship
Him. That was a risk for God; because when He gave you the freedom to
worship Him, God also allowed you to ignore Him. Lord, I choose You.
Again the Three-In-One spoke to Himself, “The only person who can give
that kind of worship is someone like us.” Only a person with a mind can
understand the God he is worshipping, and only a person with emotions can feel
deeply about the God he is worshipping, and only a person with the power of
choice can choose to worship God.
So God said, “Let’s create someone like Ourselves . . . someone who
understands what worship is all about.” So God set out to create a man in His
image. Just as humans see their image when they look into a mirror, so God saw
Himself when He looked at man. Does God see Himself when He looks at you?
Lord, help me become like You.
God sculptured this huge clay body lying flat on the ground. “How tall
should he be?” Man would not be as tall as a horse or as large as an elephant.
Because a man that large and strong would not trust his Creator to protect him.
Man should not fly like a bird, for then he could escape his troubles, but man
would be limited to an appointed place on the ground. Man needed to understand
his limitations and make choices to meet the needs of his limitations. The

animals, like man, would feed themselves from what they found growing on the
ground, but inventive man could choose what to grow. Lord, help me choose
correctly.
Do you see the picture of grace and love? It’s a picture of God bending over
the lifeless clay form on the ground to blow His Spirit into his nostrils. Clay
turned to skin and instantly the man had veins, intestines, and deep within the
molecules, his own DNA. Each human would be unique and different from all
others. Man became a living soul.
Man breathed. Then, like arising from sleep in the morning, man rubbed his
eyes. He stretched. Slowly arising from the ground, he did something no
animals could do. He walked uprightly.
Man knew all he needed to know, for if he didn’t have the knowledge, God
would have made a flawed creation. But God is perfect God, so man was perfect
man.
Man thought God’s thoughts, and spoke God’s language. “Good morning,
Lord!” God was pleased and He blessed man. Just as the Godhead spoke among
Themselves throughout eternity, now They could speak to man, listen to man,
and receive worship from man. Lord, thank You for the way You created me.
“This garden is for you.” God told the man to live in the garden . . . tend it . .
. protect it . . . and eat from it. God gave man dominion over the animals. The
garden was perfect, God could create nothing less. Life for man was ideal; it
reflected God’s perfect life in Heaven. So man went on his way to do the task
God had given him.
“I’ll meet you right here,” God told Adam. “We’ll meet in the cool evening
after you’ve finished your daily tasks.” God planned to talk with man because
He was interested in his daily activities. If man had any questions, he could ask
God. But the evening meetings were primarily for worship.
Could man do less than magnify the Creator, after working in the garden all
day? Could man not praise His Benefactor, after enjoying God’s gifts all day?
Could man not worship God for he had breath, energy, and a personality that
reflected the image of God? Thank You, Lord!
Man said, “God, I love You; I want to meet You right here every day to
worship You.”
Do you meet God every day? You need to. God gave you life—through
your parents. God gives you food—through the things He created to grow on
this earth. God gives you freedom—to choose worship. God has given you
another day, another opportunity to worship Him. Why don’t you worship Him
today, you might not get the opportunity tomorrow? I choose to worship.
Today’s Reading: Psalm 1

Date Read__________
DAY 3
Co-Regency Means Worship
“Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on
the earth” –Genesis 1:28.
A job description tells you much about the relationship between the boss and
the worker. The job description God gave Adam reveals God’s relationship to all
people and what God wants of us today. God wanted Adam to be a co-ruler with
Him over the planet. He wanted partnership from the members of the human
race. The book of Revelation tells that God made us “kings and priests to God”
(Rev. 1:5, 6). Just as God wanted Adam to rule the garden for Him, so God
wants all of us to rule for Him on this earth. Lord, help me understand rulership.
“Have dominion,” that meant Adam was in charge, but Adam didn’t have the
final word in what he did. “Subdue,” meant Adam should make the planet serve
him. Adam was to be the King . . . the Ruler . . . the Director. But what kind of
rule? The man who was made from clay was not the Creator of the planet, He
didn’t even have a small part in creating Himself. God sculptured a clay man,
then bent over to blow divine breath into the lungs of Adam. As God looked
down on this clay-human, the Creator was the first thing that Adam saw when he
opened his eyes to look back at God. In that act of giving Adam life, a
relationship was born. Adam saw God Who was looking at him, and would
always be dependent upon Him. Lord, I need You.
Adam knew God created the world over which he was to rule. Adam knew
he was to have a co-regency reign with God. Adam knew God had all sovereign
power, so Adam knew he had to rule within God’s power. Adam knew the world
didn’t come from his mind, so he had to learn how to rule the earth from God
Who knew all things. Adam knew little about the future and he knew even less
about his human potential. So Adam had to trust God for daily plans and Adam
had to construct his life around the direction and purpose of God. Lord, I look to
You.
Relationship! God created humans for fellowship. God must have
instructed, “I’ll meet with you in the cool of the evening to talk.” God wanted to
know how Adam’s rulership was going. Do you think God wants to talk with
you daily to find out how things are going? It’s not that He doesn’t already
know, but He wants a relationship with you. Lord, I will come to You.
Adam had to know his successful life was built on privilege. God had given
him an unthinkable partnership to rule the world. Without jealousy for His own
authority, and at great risk that Adam would fail, God made Adam a co-director
over the world. But co-directorship implies co-dependency. To be successful,
Adam had to depend on God to do what God directed man to do. Lord, I depend.

Because Adam was in a co-regency relationship with God, that meant he had
authority. What kind of authority?
He had divine-authority because God
wanted Adam to be a king; it meant he had kingdom-authority as promised in the
praise choruses. Adam could make right decisions because He had access to
God’s intelligence. Adam could accomplish much in the almighty power of God.
Because Adam was a co-regent with God, it meant his total human effort was
directed at pleasing God. Since God gave him dominion, it only seemed proper
that Adam exercised his earthly dominion for the glory of God. If Adam
subdued the earth, was it for his human selfish plans, or was Adam to subdue the
earth to God’s purposes? Obviously, Adam was given authority to exercise for
God’s glory. Kingdom authority meant Adam had to recognize God, work to
please God, and make sure his accomplishment praised God. All of this meant
Adam glorified God through the way he exercised dominion over the world.
Each day Adam met God in the cool of the evening to show thanksgiving,
awe, obedience, and dependency. The worshipper met the Three-In-One deity to
taste the joy he received by giving worship to God. It wasn’t keeping a law that
made Adam return daily to fellowship with God. He approached God with a
heart of expectant-worship. He willingly came in obedient-worship. The
recipient of God’s goodness came to Him in humble-worship.
So the Creator made the created-one. God created man to depend on Him, to
please Him, to serve Him, and to glorify Him. God created man for worship.
And throughout Scripture, man will inevitably worship something, even at times
worship a little god—idol—that is substituted for the real God. In rejection of
the Creator, some will worship the sun, moon, animals and idols. The createdones will inevitably worship. What will you worship, or rather Whom will you
worship? Lord, You are My Creator, I worship You.
Today’s Reading: Psalm 2

Date Read __________
DAY 4
Are You Lonely?

“And the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that man should be alone; I
will make him a helper comparable to him’” –Genesis 2:18.

“I want you to name all the animals,” God told Adam. “Give each animal the
name it should have.” That’s quite a task. Adam looked at each animal and gave
it a name that best reflected what each animal was. God doesn’t give you a task
without knowing that you can do it. What task has God given you today?
Sometimes God gives you a task that you cannot do, such as the time Jesus told
the crippled man to “rise, take up your mat and walk.” Are you spiritually
crippled? If the Lord gives you an unattainable task, He’ll help you get it done.
What do you have to do today that’s unattainable? Lord, help me.
As Adam named the animals—male and female—he became aware that each
animal was a pair. Since Adam understood everything he needed to know, he
knew a pair was needed for procreation. Where was his mate for procreation?
Then Adam saw the deer prancing together—male with female—and he was
lonely. He could fellowship with God in the cool of the evening, but there was
no human to fellowship with him. Adam wanted to laugh . . . talk . . . listen . . .
dream . . . and share. But he had no one.
The next day when Adam showed up for his daily meeting with God, Adam
and God didn’t fellowship; nor did Adam worship God. God put Adam into a
deep sleep and created a woman from his side. Then God instituted the
ordinance of marriage, bringing the male and female together.
Adam needed someone. Who do you need today? Life is tough when you
have no one to help meet the obstacles and pressures of life. Eve was not taken
from the foot of Adam, that would have meant she was inferior. Nor was Eve
taken from the head to rule over Adam. She was taken from his side to share his
life—side by side. She was taken from under his heart to love him and be loved
in return. Thank You, Lord, for making me as I am.
It took three to make a perfect marriage—man—woman—and God. Notice
“God brought her to the man.” God conducted the first marriage ceremony. You
can have a wonderful marriage if God brings you together with your mate. The
key ingredient in a good marriage is God.
Are you married? Did God bring the two of you together? If yes, then don’t
do anything to break that marriage union. Even if you think the other person is at
fault for your marriage problems, you fix it. Go to your mate lovingly . . .
humbly . . . biblically . . . repentantly.
Are you single? Then talk to God daily about your future mate. When
you meet God in the quiet place, begin talking to God about what you want and
need. But also listen. Hear what God tells you about marriage and your life. He

may want you single for a unique purpose. If so, find that purpose. If God wants
you married, the most important decision you make in life after salvation is your
choice of a life-long mate. Lord, I yield to You.
Eve was created bone of Adam’s bone, and flesh of his flesh. They were one
. . . one flesh . . . one life . . . one future. They were one before God. Who are
you one with?
Since Eve was made from Adam, she knew as much as he did. They both
were made in the image of God, and both had the complete knowledge of what
they needed to do and what God commanded them to do. A perfect God could
have done it no other way.
Adam didn’t have to tell Eve, “That’s a waterfall, or that’s a banana tree.”
She knew those things innately. He might have had to tell Eve the name of each
animal; that’s something he did after receiving a perfect mind. “That’s a monkey
. . .” Adam might have said, “because that’s the way they play.”
Did Adam tell Eve, “That’s the tree of knowledge of good and evil?” Had
the man visited the tree in the center of the garden? Had he warned Eve of its
dangers? If Adam warned Eve, his warning wasn’t heeded.
God told them to be “one.” Did Adam violate the “oneness” by not telling
Eve about the tree from which they shouldn’t eat? Did Eve refuse the
admonition by going her way? Doing her thing? Satisfying her curiosity?
“One other thing we’re to do,” Adam should have told Eve, “we’re to meet
with God in the cool of the day. We’re going to fellowship with God and talk
with Him.” But Adam didn’t need to tell Eve that, for she innately knew it. She
had a longing to know God intimately, just as all people are born with that desire
today. If you or another doesn’t feel that desire, it’s because sin has stifled that
longing for God. Lord, forgive me when I neglect worship.
So, Adam and Even looked forward to meeting God each day, to enjoying
His Daily Presence. It was their time to worship their Creator. Lord, I need to
meet with You.
Since worship is giving God your total adoration, you can’t hold anything
back. Worship can’t be a half-hearted effort, you must put everything into it.
Did Adam and Eve worship God properly? If they did, maybe the serpent
wouldn’t have gotten to them. Have you worshipped God today with all of your
body and soul? Lord, I worship You for giving me Yourself.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 2

Date Read
DAY 5
Did You Hear Him Call Your Name?

“And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden” –Genesis 3:8.

“Adam, where are you?” God’s voice rang out through the lengthening
shadows of the garden. The evening breeze was cool. The Lord pushed aside the
bushes looking for Adam and Eve.
“Here he comes . . .” Adam said to Eve with a guilt-tinged voice. He looked
at Eve to see her staring at his body. He saw her nakedness, just as she saw his.
They were both ashamed, not for what they were; but for what they had done.
God told them not to eat of the tree in the center of the garden, but they did.
Now they saw themselves differently, and they didn’t like what they saw. Do
you like what you see in the mirror after you’ve disobeyed God? Forgive my sin.
“I don’t want God to see me like this,” Eve told her husband. So they
covered themselves with fig leaves. Do you think fig leaves could hide anything
from God’s eyes? Do you think they could hide anywhere God couldn’t find
them? God called out again, “Where are you?” not because He didn’t know
where they were. He calls to let you know you’re lost. God always knows where
you are. Do you think God can’t see you; that He doesn’t know what you do or
say? Lord, here I am!
And their fig leaves didn’t fool God. God knew they were spiritually naked.
Have you tried to hide something from God? He knows everything you do.
Have you been hiding in the bushes thinking God can’t find you? He knows
exactly where you are.
God called out through the garden, “Adam, where are you?” God created
man and loved him. God knew man couldn’t help himself, so He went looking.
God always comes searching for us. Isn’t it good to know we have a God who
will search for us when we hide from Him? Lord, thank you for Your
faithfulness.
Adam and Eve broke God’s daily routine. It seems each evening they met
together—Adam—Eve—God. Who needed whom the most? Did they each
need the other? Whatever your answer . . . the three had established an evening
routine. Do you have a routine to meet God daily? Lord, I promise to meet You
each day.
Notice, it was God who came looking for the earthly couple. They had
something He wanted. When Jesus came to earth He told us, “The Father seeks
worshippers.” God came seeking worship from Adam and Eve. Lord, I give You
worship.

Why human worship? God had worship from the angels who cried
continually, “Holy, holy, holy.” They had to worship because God had created
them for worship. The angels couldn’t do anything else. But the worship of
Adam and Eve was different. They had freedom, just as God was free. Adam
and Eve were made in His image, so each time they worshipped God, Adam and
Eve worshipped Him because they chose to, not because they had to. God wants
you to worship Him because you chose to. Have you done it lately? Lord, I
choose to worship now.
There was a divine routine. Can you imagine God keeping a schedule? Can
you imagine that God showed up each day? Why? Because Adam and Eve had
something He wanted . . . worship. Lord, do You want my worship? I give it to
You.
Notice who broke the routine? Humans, not God! God always comes on
time. When Adam and Eve didn’t show up, God knew they were late. God
wants to meet with you each day. He wants it to be daily . . . routinely. Do you
meet Him each morning? Each evening? When you don’t show up, does God
have to come looking for you? And if God comes searching for you, where
would you be hiding? What would you be doing? What would you have
covered up under your fig leaves? Lord, find me.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 3

Date Read
DAY 6
Blood Brought Them Back
“Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and
clothed them” –Genesis 3:21.
Immediately after Adam and Eve sinned, God put forth a plan to redeem
them. In God’s divine love, He moved quickly to bring the couple back to
Himself. God had told Adam, “The day you eat of the tree, you will surely die.”
That meant physical death on earth, but also meant spiritual death—separation
from God—in eternity. But God didn’t create mankind to send all people to Hell.
No! God loves people.
According to God’s warning, Adam had to die. But God took the life of an
animal in Adam’s place. Because God’s later plan involved a lamb, most think
God sacrificed a lamb to die in Adam’s place. Since blood represents the life of
the animal, blood was spilt . . . blood was shed . . . blood redeemed. The lamb
died instead of Adam and Eve.
God could not look on the sinfulness of Adam and Eve, and their nakedness
was symbolic of their broken relationship. (The human body is a beautiful
creation of God, but is clothed modestly today in symbolism of one’s relationship
to God). So God clothed Adam and Eve with skins of the lambs that died for
their sin. Do you see God’s grace? In loving determination, God is recovering
His intended relationship with Adam and Eve, and eventually with all mankind.
His desire to commune with people will not be destroyed by Hell.
God had originally created man to worship, and then God gave men
dominion over the earth—co-regency—to rule with Him and to rule for Him.
Man’s relationship to God was grounded in worship. God would not let Satan
destroy His plan. So God set forth a recovery plan. Worship would now forever
be tied to blood sacrifice. Man would come to God through the death of another.
What sin lost, sacrifice will restore. Lord, restore me.
Look at the promise. “The seed of the woman—a son—will destroy the
destroyer.” Satan tried to destroy mankind, but a Man will be born who will
destroy Satan. The serpent—Satan—will bite the foot of the Deliverer and the
Son will die. But His death will be for all mankind. God’s justice will be
satisfied, because blood will be shed. And the Man who will die for all—Jesus—
will ultimately destroy Satan by that death. Lord, thank You for dying for me.
The issue is still in relationship. The shed blood removes guilt so man can
freely come to God. Man can now be one with God; all can experience His daily
presence. Blood delivers from evil, and gives dominion over evil. God
originally gave Adam dominion over the planet. Now through blood, he can
have dominion over evil. How will his rulership be restored? By man’s proper
relationship to God, and that is tied to worship. In Adam’s worship of God he
will discover power to overcome the sin that destroyed his relationship with God.

Just as Adam’s original purpose was expressed in worship, now Adam will fulfill
God’s aim for his life in worship. Today, I worship You, my Lord.
So when you come to God in obedient-worship, you come through the
perfect sacrifice of Jesus. When you claim power-worship, you get it through the
awesome blood sacrifice of Jesus. When you walk daily in victory-worship, it
comes through the eternal redemption of Jesus. Lord, thank You.
The skin clothing reminded Adam and Eve they were no longer naked. Then
sin was not nakedness, but disobedience to God. When they sinned, they saw
themselves differently. Their nakedness brought guilt and embarrassment for it
elicited feelings they had never experienced. Because of their guilt they hid in
the bushes, then made coverings of fig leaves. Have you ever tried to hide from
God?
Now Adam and Eve wore clothing made by God. Can you imagine having
God as your tailor? What did they think when they saw themselves in the
reflection of a pool of water, or they looked at one another? They were reminded
of God’s grace. Their clothes made them realize God’s forgiveness and God’s
provision. Their clothes should have made them respectful and thankful, the
skins of a dead lamb—sacrificed for them—should have made them worship.
Thank You, Lord, for covering my sin.
When Jesus died for you, He took your sins upon Himself. “For He made
Him who knew no sin to be sin for us” (2 Cor. 5:21a). Your sins were
transferred to Him and Jesus became your sin. But a second transference took
place. God put the righteousness of Jesus upon you. “That we might become the
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21b). That meant you became as perfect
as Jesus in God’s sight. God clothed you in the perfection of Jesus, the Lamb. It
means you have been restored above the state of Adam. You’ve been restored in
Christ. Now worship as God originally intended. But more than Adam’s
worship, you have been lifted to the level of God’s Son. You have the access to
God the Father as does Jesus. You can be as close to the heart of God as is Jesus.
Now that you’re that close, worship Him. Lord, I praise You for salvation in the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 4:1-15

Date Read
DAY 7
A Door Of Opportunity?
“Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD and dwelt in the
land of Nod on the east of Eden” –Genesis 4:16.
The old Jewish Rabbis tell us that Adam and Eve came back to the entrance
to Eden on a regular basis to sacrifice to God. Since God had met the human
couple each day in the garden, they returned to the entrance of the garden to get
as close as possible to the last place they met the Lord. There Adam and Eve
brought a blood sacrifice to God. Why?
“Here, let me spread out the wood on these rocks,” Adam told Eve. Then
Adam placed his hands on the animal’s head in symbolism to pray, “My sins be
upon this lamb.” God recognized their sins were transferred to the lamb. Then
Adam killed the animal, the lamb dying in his place. He arranged the dead
animal on the wood to wait for God to come. Adam knelt to confess his sins;
Eve knelt with him.
“Swoosh,” fire fell from Heaven to consume the slain lamb. God accepted
the repentance of Adam and Eve. They worshipped God, but not as before. God
could not look on sin for He is holy, so God came to fallen people through the
blood. Adam and Eve could no longer look on God, for His judgment would
consume them. After their sin, they couldn’t talk face to face with God, or hear
His audible voice. They talked to God in their heart; they fellowshipped with
God based on what they remembered. They couldn’t see Him, touch Him, or
hear His audible voice on a regular basis. Their conscience guided their worship
and the only way they knew God accepted them, was when the fire fell. O God,
accept me when I worship.
They taught their sons Cain and Abel to worship God the same way they did.
As the boys grew older, they became more independent. They wanted to do it
their way. Abel brought a lamb, confessed his sins and waited in the presence of
God. There he heard it, “SWOOSH.” Abel felt the reflective heat on his face,
God accepted him. Lord, accept me; I come through the blood.
Cain had become a proficient gardener, but Abel was the herdsman with
sheep. Cain didn’t want to come to God the way his parents and his brother had
come. Cain wanted to come to God his way. Cain brought the best vegetables
from his garden. Arranging the vegetables on the wood, Cain knelt to confess his
sin. Then he waited, but nothing happened. He prayed again, still no fire. Cain
complained to God, “I’ve offered to you the best I’ve grown.” He waited. Still
no fire. Finally, Cain stood to demand of God, “WHY?”
That evening God visited the home of Cain to ask, “Why are you mad?”
Then God explained, “There’s an animal for a sin offering at your door.” It was
probably a lamb. What do you see in this picture of grace? Do you see God
coming to Cain? It’s not the reverse. God is providing the lamb to cover Cain’s
rebellion. Isn’t that the way God always does it? He comes to you when you

don’t deserve it. God told Cain to offer that animal. Cain heard the cry of a lamb
at his door, but hardened his heart. Lord, I come to You through Jesus, the Lamb
of God.
God’s opportunity was available to Cain, just on the other side of the door.
In the same way, God gives you many opportunities each day. But you must
open the door. You have to be in fellowship with God so you’ll recognize what
He wants to do for you. Meet with Him, talk with Him, and listen for His
instructions. Lord, speak.
Cain erupted into a jealous rage because God accepted Abel’s offering, but
not his. In white-hot anger, Cain killed Abel. Then God, Who sees all and
knows all, asked Cain, “Where is your brother?” God wasn’t asking for location,
because He knew where Abel’s body was hidden; God asked a question to
convict the listener of his sin.
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” Cain answered God’s question with a question.
Don’t play games with God like Cain. When you meet with God, be honest with
God. Lord, I confess my sin.
The first baby born on this earth grew up to become a murderer. The boy
who was closest to Paradise fell the farthest. How could that happen? Cain had
parents who once walked with God. He heard about the perfect garden, and the
necessity of blood sacrifice. If ever a child had everything going for him, it was
Cain. He could have inherited everything, but lost it all. Do you know some
who grew up in a godly home and a good church, but turned their back on God?
Two things: don’t be surprised about the power of sin and rebellion, because sin
still influences some today. Second, know that God who lovingly tried to get
Cain to repent, will speak to the heart of all those who turned their back on Him.
God has given the rebellious many opportunities to turn to Him. Lord, I turn
again to You.
Then the sad words, “Cain went out from the presence of the Lord.” The
order is not reversed. God did leave Cain. Just as God went looking for Adam,
He went looking for Cain. He’ll come looking for you if you sin. Why?
Because God wants you to spend time in His Daily Presence. He wants your
daily worship. Lord, I want to worship You.
When you come to meet God each day, do it God’s way, not your way.
Don’t be like Cain who tried to do it his way. Follow the Scriptures, for in the
pages of the Bible you will find God’s way of worship. Yield! Here am I, Lord,
cleanse me.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 4:16-26

Date Read
DAY 8
Calling On God
“This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that God created
man, He made him in the likeness of God” –Genesis 5:1.
“Grandma Eve . . . Grandma Eve . . .” the grandchildren laughed as they
entered the home of Adam and Eve. “We want something to eat,” they voiced
the universal request of grandchildren when brought to see their grandparents.
Of course Grandma Eve fed them. It had been a couple of hundred years
since Adam and Eve had been ushered out of the garden of Eden. With the
passing of time, first there were children; now everywhere there seemed to be
grandchildren . . . great grandchildren . . . and great-great grandchildren. There
were so many, Adam began writing their names in a book. On the cover he
wrote in bold letters, THE BOOK OF THE GENERATIONS OF ADAM AND
EVE. Every time there was a new baby, its name was carefully inscribed in the
book.
“Show us Uncle Lamech’s name” a playful grandson asked. Adam quickly
snapped his head to stare at the young boy. The grandfather didn’t want any
child to follow the evil example of Lamech. “Why Lamech?” the grandfather
asked. The boy sheepishly answered, “I heard he did bad things; I just wanted to
know what they were.” Adam turned and read,
“Then Lamech took for himself two wives: the name of one was Adah,
and the name of the second was Zillah. Then Lamech said to his wives:
‘Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; wives of Lamech, listen to my speech!
For I have killed a man for wounding me, even a young man for hurting
me” –Genesis 4:19, 23.
Adam explained, the names of the sons of Cain were written in his book.
“Even though they’ve turned their back on God, I’ve kept a record of their
names. No one else will keep up with them,” the halting grandfather explained,
“when I die, that list will probably stop.”
“Why grandpa?”
“There are two ways in this world—God’s way and Satan’s way.” Adam
explained how people rebelled against God and turned their backs on God. He
explained how he and Eve lost their home in Paradise because they wanted to be
wiser than God. Adam told how they disobeyed God’s commands to feed their
appetites on forbidden fruit. “The Lord met us in the garden during the cool of
the evening to fellowship with us.” Adam explained how wonderful it was to
worship God when they could actually talk with Him and listen to Him. “Now as
we worship God, we can’t see Him or hear His audible voice.”

Adam explained that he still offered blood sacrifices for his sin and
worshipped God. But since Adam’s memory is not as good as it used to be, he
writes things down.
“Show us our Father’s name,” the children squealed. Then Adam found the
place and read carefully each name:
“Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Enoch, Methuselah.”
The children pointed to the sentence, “Read that.” So Adam read, “Then
men began to call on the name of the Lord” (Gen. 4:26). They wanted their
grandfather to explain, “What does that mean?”
Adam told about the time when God came looking for them because they
strayed from Him. “That’s not the way God does it today.” Adam explained that
God allows humans walk away from His presence. Adam explained, “God wants
you to choose to follow Him . . . choose to do the right things . . . choose to seek
His presence.” Adam explained that people needed to call on God when they
wanted Him to bless them. Finally the grandfather told the kids, “It’s now your
responsibility to call on the Lord, and if you do it from the bottom of your heart;
God will hear you and answer your request.” Lord, I need You, just as those of
the past needed You.
What does it mean to ”Call on the Lord?” When you want someone’s
attention, you call out to him. Does God need to hear from you? Then call out to
Him because God has promised, “Call to me and I will answer you” (Jer. 33:3).
When you want to have a conversation with someone in another place, you
tell them, “Call me, referring to your telephone.” Do you need God? Do you
need Him desperately. Then do what Jeremiah 33:3 tells you, “Call on Him.”
Lord, I’m calling.
Talk to the Lord today. Call upon Him; He wants to talk with you as much
as you want to talk to Him. He wants to answer your call as much as you need
help, so call. Perhaps you think God will not hear me, or you even think He will
reject me. Then remember the Lord said, “Before they call, I will answer” (Isa.
65:24). He wants to hear from you. It may be that you don’t have God in your
life because you haven’t called. So call now. Lord, come help me today.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 5

Date Read
DAY 9
Getting Ready For The Inevitable
“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord . . . Noah was a just man,
perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God”—Genesis 6:8, 9.
It did not make sense; Noah was building a huge boat when there was no
such thing as rain. “For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth”
(Gen. 2:5). If there were no rain, how did everything get watered? “But a mist
went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground” (Gen. 2:6).
It did not make sense; Noah built a boat bigger than any stream or river in his
vicinity could hold or float. Why did he do it? Because God told him to do it.
Would you do something that didn’t make sense if God told you to do it? Let’s
hope so. But remember many of God’s commands don’t make sense to the
unsaved, but if you’re in fellowship with His Spirit, you’ll know what He means.
Lord, I’ll obey You.
Why a big boat? Because God was going to make it rain, enough rain to
cover the earth. Judgment was coming. Rain was something Noah had never
seen; the world had never seen rain. But God knew all about the coming
judgment, so he told His servant Noah to prepare a boat. In the same way God
knows this earth will be judged with fire, death and destruction. Who does He
tell? God tells His servants through the Bible that the Day of the Lord is coming
to judge the world. Just as Noah got ready, what are you doing to get ready?
Lord, I’ll get ready.
The Lord was upset because “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually.” (Gen. 6:5). The world was getting worse and worse.
People didn’t obey God, they didn’t fear God; and surely they didn’t attempt to
meet God daily. The people turned their backs on God, so He said, “My Spirit
shall not strive with man forever” (Gen. 6:3). Lord, I’ll never turn my back on
You.
Only one man feared God—Noah. He was blameless, meaning Noah tried to
do the right thing with his family. But most of all, Noah tried to walk with God,
just as his fathers and grandfathers. Noah was just, meaning he worshipped God
by shedding blood to cover his sins. But there was one other thing about Noah
that caught God’s eye.
“Noah walked with God.” He sought God daily, as had Enoch, and as had
Adam in the Garden. When God walked through the cities on earth looking for
someone to worship Him, only one family was found. Noah and his family
walked with God. What does it mean for you to “walk with God?” It means you
submit to His direction, you walk where God is going. To walk somewhere with

God also means you turn your back on everything else. To walk with God is to
turn your back on sin, and the attractions of sin. To walk with God means you
don’t feed on lower appetites and sinful pleasures. Lord, I will walk with You.
To walk with God is not the same as going your own way. “All we like
sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own way” (Isa. 53:6).
You may have some good things to do, but “walking with God” is better. You
may even have what you think are necessary things to do, but are they God’s
will? Can you “walk with God” while pleasing yourself?
To walk with God is to meet Him regularly—each day—for a purpose. You
meet God to find out where to walk, how to walk, when to walk, and how fast to
walk. You don’t want to get ahead of God, or fall behind Him. So you should
meet with God each day. That’s the beginning of walking with God. Lord, I
want to walk with You.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 6-7

Date Read
DAY 10
The First Thing After Punishment
“Then Noah built an altar unto the Lord . . . And the Lord smelled a
soothing aroma. Then the Lord said in his heart, ‘I will not again curse
the ground for man’s sake” –Genesis 8:20, 21.

For forty days the rain had pounded Noah and his family in the ark. The
winds howled and lightning flashed. After the rain stopped, they drifted
aimlessly for months. Then one day there was a “THUMP” when their boat
rested on solid ground. What were the boat’s inhabitants thinking? “Will it rain
again . . . will we need to live forever in this boat . . . will God punish us a
different way?”
Then God spoke, “Go forth from the ark . . .” What would be the first thing
you’d do when leaving the ark after being cooped up inside for one year? Kiss
the ground? Dance? Because Noah feared the Lord, he wanted to meet with God
and seek His will. Noah was more concerned with what God would do, than
anything he wanted to do. The Garden of Eden was gone. The altar built at the
gate to the garden was gone. Everything was gone. So the first thing Noah did
was build a new altar. You can almost hear him.
“Sons . . . quick, pile these stones together. Go get some wood. Find a knife.
Bring the lamb. Where’s the fire?” Then Noah offered a blood sacrifice for his
sins and the sins of his family. Kneeling about the altar, they confessed their sins
to God, for the Lord had destroyed every person on earth for their sins. That is,
God had destroyed everyone but them. Everything was gone. What would God
do next?
Noah wanted to sacrifice as quickly as possible. He wanted to see if God’s
presence would still come to meet him at the altar. Was God still around? Noah
might have said, “It’s been a year since I’ve sacrificed to God, I’ve got to
worship Him.” Noah couldn’t burn the sacrifice on the boat. He didn’t know
how long he’d live on the boat, would his food last? Would he need the lamb for
food? But now back on dry ground, Noah felt a deep urge to sacrifice to God.
He had to see if God’s presence would still visit him when the blood was spilt.
Do you have a deep urge to worship God today? Lord, I do!
When you don’t know what God will do next, all you can do is hide under
the blood of the lamb, “You were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ,
who as a lamb died for your sins, this was God’s plan from the foundation of the
world” (I Peter 1:18-20, Author’s Translation). Lord, forgive me by the blood.
God liked what He saw when He looked at Noah’s priorities. Noah put
his relationship to God first. What does God see when you arise each day? Is
God first? Do you meet God early each day? If you don’t meet God, are you
saying He’s not important to you? Lord, I will meet You each day.

Noah and his family bowed before God, afraid for their lives. The fire was
crackling and the lamb was being consumed in the flames. “And the Lord
smelled a sweet savor and was pleased” (Gen. 8:21, Author’s translation). It
wasn’t the pleasure you and I have when we smell a steak being cooked. It
wasn’t the pleasure of a delicious meal. The fire and burning lamb was a symbol
of redemption. The aroma said Noah put God first. It said Noah wanted to meet
with God before he did anything else. Noah’s attitude pleased God, and He
smiled. Lord, I want to please You.
“I’m not going to destroy the earth with a flood again,” God made a promise
to Noah. Then to give Noah a token—a sign of assurance—God told Noah,
“Look at the rainbow up in the sky.” God explained, “Whenever you see a
rainbow, remember I’ll not destroy the earth with a flood again.”
Do you ever miss your daily meeting with God? If you truly know God, and
if you understand His judgment; you should be afraid to miss your daily meeting
with Him. But never fear, God doesn’t spank you for not showing up. He
doesn’t flunk you like a teacher when you miss a test. It’s not about punishment.
Lord, it’s about relationship. I love You.
Meeting God each day is about love. Meeting God each day is like a boy
showing up for a date with a girl. He shows up because of love. But suppose the
boy doesn’t show up. If he’s got a good reason—a flat tire—or any other good
reason, she’ll forgive him and love him. But he shouldn’t miss a date too often.
It’ll chill her passion. Eventually, she’ll dump him. Why? Not because he
didn’t show up, but because he didn’t show passion in his love for her. Lord, stir
my passion.
How much do you love God? If He shows up to meet with you, and you’re
not there; what does your absence say? You meet Him because you love Him.
You tell God how much you love Him by your daily presence. Lord, I truly love
You.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 8

Date Read
DAY 11
When God Comes To Look

“But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons
of men had built” –Genesis 11:5.

Everyone in the whole world spoke the same language—God’s language.
They used the same words to speak that were used by the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. So no one should have had any difficulty in talking to God. But they did.
It was not language difficulty that kept them from talking to God each day. It
was a heart problem. People didn’t want God telling them what to do—or what
not to do. Just as Adam and Eve wouldn’t obey God, just as Cain wouldn’t obey
his parents; now the grandchildren of Noah turned their backs on God. Lord, I
use the language I know to praise You.
When the weather turned bad for a season and the people lost their crops,
they began worshipping the sun, thinking the sun was a god that would bless
them. When the sun burned up their fields, they sought relief by worshipping the
rain god. When their flocks didn’t flourish, they worshipped the bull as a fertility
god.
“Let’s make a tower to our god,” so they built smaller pyramids to worship
their man-made idols. Each pyramid honored the local god that each family
worshipped. When local crops grew or local flocks multiplied, the local people
were convinced their local god had blessed them.
“Let’s get together to build the tallest pyramid ever,” one leader suggested.
Many people think that leader was Nimrod (Gen. 10:9,10). He was the first
human leader to rally the total world’s population to one project. “We’ll dedicate
this pyramid to all of the gods who live in Heaven and earth.”
But the Creator God of Heaven knew their gods were false. The Creator God
had planned for “the rain to fall on the just and unjust.” The Creator God also
knew seasonal activity brought rain or kept it away. The Creator God knew their
idols had nothing to do with causing rain . . . or fertility . . . or anything. Lord,
help me understand Your laws of nature that keep life on earth going.
The Creator God doesn’t want His followers constructing buildings or
pyramids that take His place. God doesn’t want temples, or idols, or anything
that takes His place. He doesn’t want to share His glory with any earthly manmade idol. The Creator God wants total worship from His followers. He wants
to meet with them, and talk with them and fellowship with them. The Lord God
wants to be worshipped by His followers. Lord, remind me to come to You daily.
The people knew the right language to talk to God—they spoke God’s
language—but they didn’t speak to Him. They tried to impress their god—the
false god—with a tall pyramid. They planned to construct the tallest pyramid
ever built. “Then god will be pleased,” they thought.

“Let’s go down to the see what man is doing” the Godhead of Heaven talked
among Himself. So when God visited the construction camp, the workers didn’t
know God was among them. They didn’t know God was sizing up what they
were doing. The Three-in-One spoke among Themselves, “If they finish this
pyramid, they will never worship Us—they will never go where We commanded
them to go.” God knew if man built the tallest pyramid ever, they would never
turn to Him, the Creator God of the heavens and earth. Lord, I turn to You again
today. God confused their language so they couldn’t communicate with one
another. That’s why it’s called the Tower of Babel, the word Babel means
confusion. When God changed their language, each person used different words;
so they couldn’t talk to one another. Each person used different numbers for
counting; they couldn’t add or subtract. And with different languages, they
began to think differently and ultimately act differently. The different families
became different cultures and ethnic groups. Obviously, the tower wasn’t
finished.
But God could speak to each people in each culture, because God knows all
things at the same time. God knows all things equally well. He knew all
languages. Now anyone could meet God to talk with Him in their native
language. But language was still not the barrier that kept people from
worshipping God. Just as they didn’t meet God when all spoke the same
language, now with different understanding of words, they still didn’t seek His
presence. Lord, I speak to You with the language I have.
God loves the natural world, just as he loves the people of the world. After
the flood, God told Noah and his sons to be fruitful, multiply and replenish the
earth (Genesis 9:1). Again, God offered all people the opportunity to be coregent with Him. But they refused. People refused to inhabit all the world, they
refused to rule the world for God. Everyone stayed together. Probably not for
family reasons, but people huddled together for religious reasons, i.e., to worship
false gods and build the pyramid. Lord, I refuse the gods of this world.
What does God want from you? Worship! He wants to meet you each day
to have fellowship with you. He wants you to worship Him, not false gods.
What’s a false god? Anything that is more important than God Himself. In the
days of the Tower of Babel, they made substitutes for the Creator God, i.e., the
Sun, moon, and stars. Most civilized people don’t worship these things today,
but anything that is more important to you than God, is a false god. This could
be money, houses, or position. Lord, help me put You first in all things, at all
times.
Whatever demands your loyalty and whatever makes you sacrifice, that is the
thing you worship. Not like you bow down to worship an idol, but anything that
is number one in your life—that sits on the throne of your life—it becomes your
false god. And when you devote your time, talent and treasure to anything in
God’s place, that’s worship.
Worship is putting God first in your life. It’s recognizing God for who He is
and what He does for you. Worship is recognizing Him as He ought to be
recognized. When you meet with Him daily, recognize it’s His time, not your

time. It’s not primarily for you to get knowledge about God, it’s time for you to
give praise and adoration to Him. Of course as you give worship to God, you
will learn and grow in grace; but set your priorities straight. Lord, as I worship
You, help me arrange everything else in life in its proper order.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 9-11

Date Read
DAY 12
When God Appears
“The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in
Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran” –Acts 7:2.
Tradition tells us God appeared to Abram when he was a young boy,
climbing the massive pyramid in his homeland of Ur. Abram grew up in the
Middle East country of Iraq, near the traditional location of the Garden of Eden.
As he was climbing he asked, “Father why don’t we worship the God who
created the sun, moon and stars, instead of worshipping those things that
represent Him?” Quite a question for a young boy; but remember Jesus observed
the honesty of children when He said, “Of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Young Abram must have had a heart for God, that’s why the God of glory
appeared to him. At the top of the pyramid was a zoological chart of the
heavens, all to help young Abram worship the stars, but he didn’t want to
worship the stars. The city of Ur had many idols, each beckoning for Abram’s
allegiance. But he was not attracted to idols. The library of Hamurabi was
shelved in Ur—22,000 volumes—Abram could have worshipped knowledge; but
the young boy had a passion for God, turning his back on the deities of his
hometown. Lord, I’m looking for You, help me find You.
Abram searched for the true God. He heard the stories of the Tower of
Babel—the greatest pyramid dedicated to the stars—but he knew the Lord God
confused their languages at Babel. Abram heard the stories of the flood, so he
knew the Lord God saved Noah and his family through the ark. And when young
Abram heard the story that the Lord God created the earth and universe, he
believed it. Lord, help me believe in You and act on what I know.
Because Abram had a desire to know God, the Lord appeared to tell him
when he was grown, “Leave this country and your family; go to a land that I will
show you.” That’s quite a stretch for one raised in a cultured city. God wanted
Abram to leave the influence of idols, and the subtleties of temptation—leave the
city of Ur, leave civilization, and most difficult of all, leave your relatives. Lord,
I put You first in my life.
In the promise land, Abram’s attention wouldn’t be diverted from pursuing
God. He’d be living in a tent away from the city. With no one to distract him,
Abram would walk the Judean hills with God; he’d talk to God and enjoy His
presence. Abram could offer the blood sacrifice without being ridiculed. He
could lift his hands to the Creator of the universe, knowing God was Most High.
There is no one higher or greater than his God. Lord, I worship You alone.
God told Abram about co-regency, “I wanted mankind to be fruitful, multiply
and replenish all the earth (Gen. 9:1), but they have congregated here on the
plains around the Euphrates River. I wanted them to worship Me, but they
bowed down to idols.” Now God was changing His plans. God now planned to
make a great family out of Abram. God wanted all people to seek forgiveness of

sins through the blood sacrifice but mankind turned from God. Now God’s plan
was to build one nation, a holy nation, and through that nation reach the world.
Salvation would come through the family of Abram. So God promised,
“Through you, I’ll bless all people.” Through the seed of Abraham, God will
reach out to the world.
God revealed Himself to one man in the world, to Abram. Why? Because
Abram believed in his heart that God was the LORD, there was no other. Abram
was a worshipper of the true God. Lord, may I see You when all around me turns
aside.
Abram trod the hills of Judea, looking for a city; not an earthly city like the
one he left. He wanted to live in a holy city, not a city of crime and lies and
idols. Abram knew that God had laid a foundation for a holy city, and He would
build it. If Abram didn’t see that city until after death, that was alright; because
only the city of God—where God is worshipped—would satisfy Abram. So, he
would rather live in a tent with God, than to live with human corruption in an
earthly city. God, give me this passion.
What was Abram’s passion? Knowing God, talking with God and walking
with God. What is your passion? Do you seek God’s presence each day? You
can meet with Him, talk to Him and hear from Him. Why don’t you meet with
Him now? Lord, here am I.
Today’s Reading: Acts 7

Date Read
DAY 13
Going Back To God
“Now the LORD had said unto Abram: Get out of your country, from
your family and from your father's house, to a land that I will show you”
–Genesis 12:1.
Notice the Bible said in the past tense, “The Lord had said to Abram.” God
had spoken to Abram in the past, but Abram didn’t do what God had told him.
There is no record of God speaking again to Abram until he obeys. There’s an
old saying in the military, “Past orders are standing orders.” That means you
can’t change an order, nor can you disobey it. God’s commands are still valid for
you today. God, I will obey what You command.
Does God still speak to you? When you come to your quiet place, does God
still show up? Maybe you’re missing His Daily Presence because of past
disobedience. Maybe God is not talking to you because you haven’t done what
He told you the last time the two of you met. Lord, remind me of my
disobedience.
Abram was told to leave his culture, his land and his kindred. God didn’t
mince His words, nor was He vague. Yet, Abram who had met with God, talked
with God, listened to God—didn’t obey God.
Abram tried to compromise. He left his home in Ur and traveled up the
Euphrates River—the interstate highway of the ancient world—to settle in
another city of the same culture. He settled in Haran. What was wrong with
Haran? The name means “halfway.” It was halfway between the civilization of
Ur and the other great civilization of Egypt. Haran was a spiritual “halfway”
point in Abram’s journey. Have you only obeyed God halfway, or worse; halfheartedly? Remember, to half obey is really to disobey. Lord, make me
wholehearted.
Haran was just like Ur. It had a pyramid, dedicated to worship of the
heavens and there were idols everywhere. It too had a branch library of
Hamarabi books, and sophisticated education. How could Abram be so blind?
The problem is blind people don’t know what they can’t see. Lord, open my eyes
that I may see.
Half obedience causes spiritual myopia. Abram was told to leave his kindred
but he took Terah his father (Gen. 11:31). Was God ruthless when told Abram to
leave his family? No, God is kind and good. Then why did He tell Abram to
separate from his family? Because his father Terah was so deeply committed to
idol worship, he couldn’t change. The Bible describes him, “Terah the father of
Abram . . . lived beyond the river and worshiped other gods” (Josh. 24:2, NIV).
Two things would have happened if the elder Terah led the younger Abram
into the Promised Land. First, Abram would have been identified with a tribe of
idol worshippers because his father worshipped false gods, even when Abram
practiced true worship of the Lord. It’s important what outsiders see and think.

God didn’t want to be identified with a group of compromisers in the promise
land. Second, Abram wouldn’t be the family head. God had promised to bless
Abram, not his father. God promised to send the Messiah through Abram and
bless all people through Abram. God always works through people. His plan
was to work through Abram. How about you today? God wants to bless you . . .
to talk with you . . . to receive worship with you. What do you have to do to get
His blessing? Lord, I want to be Your channel of blessing.
Jesus put the issue in clear perspective, “If anyone comes to me and does not
hate his father and mother . . . yes, even his own life, he cannot be my disciple”
(Luke 14:26, NIV). Hate, that’s a strong word. Jesus didn’t mean for you to
detest them, but Jesus wanted you to love Him so much that it would seem you
hate everyone else. Do you love the Lord that much? He won’t be number two
or three in your life. He must be number one, or He won’t show up for your
daily meetings with Him. So if you show up for devotions, but God doesn’t
show up; confess your sin of putting anyone or anything, before God, then He’ll
show up. Lord, I confess my sin, forgive me. Come meet with me.
Abram was 55 years old when he was sidetracked in Haran; he stayed there
20 years. Twenty wasted years. For 20 years Terah walked daily to the top of
the pyramid to worship the moon god. For 20 years Abram had to live in the
compromise of a heathen society of idols. He had his family, but Abram didn’t
have the presence of God. Did Abram pray diligently for the presence of God
that didn’t come? Did he search daily for the God he couldn’t find? Maybe
that’s you. You try hard to discover God’s presence, but just can’t get it. Maybe
you don’t have to pray for it, but to opt it, you have to repent, or obey. Just do
what God told you to do the last time you met. Lord, I’m coming back.
It took a death to free Abram. “Terah died in Haran” (Gen. 11:32). When
Terah died, Abram was free to obey God and enter the Promised Land. Then
“Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him” (Gen. 12:4). Again notice the
past tense, Abram did what God previously told him to do. Lord, show me that I
have to do.
It took a death for Abram to obey God. And it will probably take a death for
you to obey God. Paul had to learn to say “I die daily” (1 Cor. 15:31). You have
to die to your desires and selfish plans to get God’s best. If you need strength to
obey, you’ll get it from the death of Christ. You’ll have to identify with Paul
who said, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). Why don’t you yield
to Christ and let the strength of the cross help you become obedient. Lord, I need
strength from Christ who lives in me.
Maybe you know all about Christ, but you still have trouble obeying. Like
Abram, you’re going to live 20 years in a halfway house. You’re going to have
only half of God’s blessing. Like Abram, you need a death so you can obey.
You need to die. Paul said, “I die daily” (1 Cor. 15:31). When you come to meet
God, you must crucify the old ways and the old life. You must make Him
number one to anything else—or anyone else—so that nothing can muscle into

center stage. You must sacrifice it; put it to death. Nail it to the cross, “The
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me,
and I to the world.” (Gal. 6:14, NIV). Lord, I do it now, I will meet You.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 12:1-6

Date Read
DAY 14
Blessings After Obedience
“Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your descendants I
will give this land.’ And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had
appeared to him” –Genesis 12:7.

God presence is a wonderful experience. God appeared to Abram after he
obeyed. Just as God made Himself real to Abram, He can do the same for you.
The Lord may come to you by a different means, but don’t get focused on the
methods of knowing God. Focus on Him; your faith is all about God and His
presence. It’s not how hard you try, or how sincere your trust, it’s about Him.
When you meet Him, nothing else matters. Lord, it’s me praying.
Remember, it was twenty years since God had talked to Abram. God had
invited Abram to see the promise land, but Abram tried halfway obedience. He
took his father and went half way to the promise land. As Abram settled into
Haran, there was no voice from God, no meeting with God. Even though God is
like a Father, we don’t always treat God like our earthly father. Have you seen a
human father tell a child several times to cut the grass or clean your room?
Sometimes an earthly father will coax a child with a bribe, “I’ll do something
special if you do the chores.”
God didn’t repeatedly beg Abram to go to the promise land, nor did God
offer him a reward for obedience. God expected Abram to obey; after all God is
the sovereign Master, Abram was the servant. Has God told you to do something
you haven’t done? Are you waiting for Him to coax or beg? He won’t do that,
but He may be patient for a while. Then He may punish your disobedience, and
even that is good because at least the Divine knows where you are, and he has
not given up on you. That means divine punishment is good. The worst thing
God could do is leave you alone to go your own way: no God, no heavenly
guidance, no spiritual hope. Lord, never leave me to myself.
After twenty years, Abram’s father died. Was the death a blessing so God
could again guide Abram? Was the death a punishment for Abram’s
disobedience? We don’t know. Notice how close the distance between blessing
and judgment. Sometimes you think God is punishing you, when really it’s a
blessing. Lord, may I accept everything from Your hand.
God didn’t appear to Abram when he first decided to set out for Haran. No!
God waited until Abram got into the land, then God appeared to Abram. In the
same way, God doesn’t always reward you when you promise to serve Him, or
even when you begin to serve Him. Usually, God waits to see how your
character unfolds itself in service. God looks for your faith, obedience and love.
Then He blesses you. God, help me patiently seek You, even when I have
difficulty finding You.

God appeared to Abram after he arrived in the land. There are some places
God delights to reveal Himself, and the promise land is one of those places.
What is there about the land of Israel that God loves? Is it fertile plains, or
majestic mountains, or gentle streams? It’s probably not geography. Probably,
God loves the land of Palestine because it is His land; God loves it because the
land belongs to Him and He meets His people there. Is there a certain place
where you like to pray, or a certain church or campground where you seem to
worship better than at other places? If God’s presence is more real at some
places than others, it’s probably places where you’ve surrendered to Him in the
past, or searched and found Him, or worshipped Him joyfully. So when you can,
escape to that place. Lord, here I come again.
Notice when God appeared to Abram, the first thing he did was erect an altar.
If there was sin in his life, the first thing Abram wanted to seek forgiveness.
There’s no mention of an altar in Haran, so it’s probably been a long time since
Abram has felt clean and forgiven. How about you, how clean are you? Lord, I
want to feel forgiven!
When Abram got in the land, he separated himself from his past culture and
their way of doing things. No one was looking over his shoulder. No family
pressure. He was alone with God, living in a tent, drinking from streams, and
cooking over an open fire. He built an altar to fellowship with God. He killed
the lamb and shed its blood. God did not punish his sin, but looked on the death
of the lamb as a substitute for Abram’s sin.
Originally, God did not promise to give Abram the land. God’s invitation
was “unto a land I will show thee.” You say to a friend, “I want to show you
something.” It may be something that makes you happy, so you show to them so
they can share your joy. Maybe Abram thought his trip to the promised land was
like a vacation to see the sights. But when Abram got there, God said, “I’ll give
you the land.” Lord, what do You have for me?
Why did God want to give the land to Abram? It was God’s land, but He
gives gifts to His friends. God calls Abram “My friend” (Isa. 41:8). So God
wanted Abram to possess what gave him pleasure. After He showed Abram the
land, He gave it to His friend. Remember Jesus said to His disciples, “From now
on I will not call you servants, but I will call you friends” (John 15:13, Author’s
Translation). If the Lamb of God is a sacrifice for your sins, then you are a
friend of God. If you have come to a special place to worship Him and enjoy His
presence, then he has some gifts for you. Will you receive them? Lord, I take
what You give.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 12:7-9

Date Read
DAY 15
Losing His Daily Presence

“Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to
dwell there, for the famine was severe in the land” –Genesis 12:10.

God called Abram to see the promise land. When Abram obeyed by going to
the land, God gave it to him. With the naked eye it was quite a gift; rich land for
crops and herds, pure streams to drink, and beautiful hills and mountains as a
backdrop. But there were some problems with the gift. It was like offering to
give someone a house, but the house is not yet built. You just give them a pile of
lumber but announce, “You’ve got to build the house.” Is that a gift?
God gave the land to Abram but, “the Canaanites were then in the land”
(Gen. 12:6). Hostile enemies of God lived in the land, so Abram couldn’t settle
in and get comfortable just yet. Then to complicate matters when Abram arrived,
“There was a famine in the land” (Gen. 12:10). What kind of gift is this? A land
filled with the enemy and an economic depression with no food to eat? Lord, I
see problems and sin all around me.
Has God ever led you into a hard place? Has the Lord given you a job, only
to find difficult people to work with, or stressful circumstances? So what did you
do? Did you complain? Did you fight? Did you run away or quit? That’s what
Abram did; he ran away. “Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan” (Gen. 13:12).
Lord, help me not run away from the places where You put me.
Sometimes you think God made a mistake, or that you’re not in the will of
God because things are hard. But God knows all things, including the problems.
God knew the Canaanites were there when He led Abram to the land. God
knows there are problems in the church to which He’s guided you. God planned
for Abram and his seed to drive out the enemy, and God planned for you to solve
the problems at the place where He leads. But you complain and become the
problem rather than solving the problem. Don’t you think God knew there was
going to be financial famine where you’re now located? If you rebel, what are
you telling God?
Abram ran from His problem. “Now there was a famine in the land, and
Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there” (Gen. 12:10). The Canaanites stayed
in the land, but they didn’t starve. If the Canaanite could make it in the land,
why couldn’t Abram? If you run away, where will you go? If you leave the
place where God leads, will God be at the next place where you’re going? Lord,
keep me from running.
There were no altars in Egypt, just as there were no altars in Haran. Notice
when you run from God’s place, you don’t stop to think about your spiritual
condition. You—like Abram—are only thinking about the famine and your
financial condition. No altar in Egypt, no sacrificial lamb, no spilled blood, no

forgiveness. When you leave God’s place, your life may get better, but your
spiritual condition may get weaker. Lord, I’ll not leave You.
What happened to Abram? Because he was backslidden, Abram told a lie,
“She’s my sister . . . not my wife” (Gen. 20:2). So the authorities took his wife
Sarai to Pharaoh’s palace. She became part of Pharaoh’s harem. Sometimes
when you run from God, you don’t get sick or poor; sometimes you get rich.
Sometimes you get your heart’s desire; albeit, an evil heart’s desire. When the
authorities made took Sarai a part of Pharaoh’s harem, they gave Abram the
opposite of what he would have had in the famine back in the promised land.
They gave him sheep, oxen, camels and servants (Gen. 12:18). It looks like it
pays to backslide. If money is your goal in life, it may pay to backslide. At the
same time your relationship to God may suffer.
God had His promised land, but Abram left the land, left the altar, and left
the presence of God. How much money would it take to coax you to give up the
His Daily Presence in your life? If you lost the presence of God, what would
you sacrifice to get it back? God’s presence is available to you daily, but if you
don’t meet with Him you lose His Daily Presence. Lord, I come to You.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 12:10-20

Date Read
DAY 16
You Have To Go Back
“Then Abram went up from Egypt . . . to the place where his tent had
been at the beginning . . . to the place of the altar, which he had made
there at the first. And there Abram called on the name of the Lord” –
Genesis 13:1, 3, 4.
When you get away from God, what’s the easiest way to find His presence
again? Simple, go back to the place where you left God, you’ll probably find
Him there waiting for you. That’s what happened to Abram. After he left the
presence of God because there was a famine in the land, he had to go back to
Bethel (which means house of God). He had to return to the foundation of his
relationship with God. Lord, I’m coming to You.
Look at Abram, he’s walking among his flock, looking for the best lamb to
offer to God. Now he’s out near that old pile of rocks, he’s repairing the altar for
service. Now Abram is walking through the forest, gathering wood to make a
fire. When all is ready, Abram places his hands on the heard of the innocent
lamb, confessing his sins to God. And in an act of substitution, his sins are
transferred to the lamb. Then the animal falls under the judgment of sin. Abram
is forgiven, but the lamb dies. Lord Jesus, thank You for dying for me.
If you’ve been missing the presence of God in your life, go back to Calvary
where the Lamb of God died for your sins. Confess your sins. Repent with the
promise you’ll not go again to Egypt like Abram. Lord, I promise.
At the altar Abram called on the name of the Lord. What name do you think
he used to call on the Lord? The Bible doesn’t say. Did Abram call Him,
“Elohim, my Creator?” Maybe Abram called on the name of Jehovah the great I
AM that I AM. Perhaps Abram called on Adonai, the Lord my Master. These are
all possibilities, but look at Abram’s need. Have you ever felt God’s convicting
hand on your sin? If you have, then you realize Abram probably called on God’s
name Redeemer . . . Sanctifier . . . Holy One. Lord, be my Savior.
Abram went into Egypt poor, but came back rich. “Abram was very rich in
livestock, in silver, and in gold” (Gen. 13:2). In God’s permissive will, God gave
him what he ran to Egypt to get—money. In God’s kindness, God saved Abram
from his fears—famine and poverty. But some can’t handle money, so God
keeps some people poor the rest of their life. But Abram seemed to handle
prosperity well, so he was rich and continued to grow in grace. Lord, give me
only what I can handle.
It was Lot that had trouble with money. Lot was Abram’s nephew. “Lot
also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents” (Gen. 13:5). Why
do we know Lot had money problems? Because, “There was a strife between the
herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock” (Gen.
13:7). Lot left the geography of Egypt, but apparently the lust of Egypt didn’t
leave Lot. Be careful whom you drag away from God’s presence. Abram

dragged Lot to Egypt where his nephew was infected with lust. Lot never got
over His inward lust for money. Did he get greed in Egypt, or did Egypt
cultivate the lust already present in his heart? We don’t know. It seems Abram
was not influenced with lust, but Lot was. Lord, keep me from greed.
Look in your heart. Take an attitude check-up. What have you gotten from
Egypt (a symbol word for the world)? What attitudes need an overhaul? Abram
offered blood sacrifice to God, maybe that’s where he dealt with the Egyptian
virus. The Bible doesn’t mention Lot sacrificing or calling on God’s name.
There may be a natural answer, maybe Lot looked to Abram as the family head to
sacrifice for him. We don’t know. Anyway, if you’re trusting in the spirituality
of a family member to pray for you—it’s not enough. It’s good that a mother
prays for you, but until you pray for yourself—calling on the name of the Lord—
God won’t deal with your sin-infection. If you don’t meet God in His Daily
Presence, maybe you’ll encourage family fights like Lot fought with Abram.
Maybe you’ll infect others with greed like Abram infected Lot and his servants.
Lord, may I never harm another.
Abram gave Lot first choice of where they would go. If Lot chose the wellwatered plains, Abram said he would go into the highlands. Older Abram should
have had first choice because he was the family head. But, Abram was more
concerned about Lot’s spiritual condition than the best neighborhood. To
encourage the younger nephew, Abram let Lot choose first—and he chose the
best well-watered plains where Sodom and Gomorrah were located.
What happened? Abram got the presence of God, while Lot chose the
money side. “And the LORD said to Abram after Lot had separated from him”
(Gen. 13:14). Notice, God did not take sides in the debate over who got the best
land and who would get to choose first. God let the conversation run its course
until a decision was made. After Lot left, then the Lord appeared to Abram. God
promised to give Abram the land of Canaan forever, and that Abram would have
more children than the dust of the land. Abram let Lot choose the best of the
land, event though God promised all the land to Abram and his children. Lord,
may I make all the correct decisions in the correct way.
What happened, “Abram moved his tent . . . and built an altar there to the
Lord” (Gen. 13:18). Whenever Abram is in fellowship with God, two things are
mentioned in his life, the tent and the altar. The tent was symbolic of his
separation from cities and culture of heathen societies. The altar was symbolic
of his fellowship with God. Is there a tent in your life that demonstrates your
separation to God. Is there an altar in your life that symbolizes your daily
fellowship with God? If not, build them today. Lord, I build them now.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 13:1-4

Date Read
DAY 17
What Stuff Do You Need for the Journey?

“Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take
the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go
to the left” (Gen. 13:9, NKJV). “So if we have enough food and
clothing, let us be content”—1 Tim. 6:8, NLT.

The world operates a secular religion that preaches, “Seek ye first the
kingdom of stuff and happiness will be added to you.” People think “stuff is
everything,” and their religious slogan is “For me to live is stuff.” They also
have bumper stickers that proclaim, “He who dies with the most toys—wins.”
How does the accumulation of stuff stack up with Jesus who was born in a
borrowed manger? He accumulated no worldly goods, and was buried in a
borrowed tomb.
This new secular religion has temples called malls, priests called salespeople,
and theologians called advertisers, and worshippers are called shoppers. The
new religion has an ethical system that says, “Thou shalt never be satisfied with
the things you have” and their slogan, “Thou shalt want something you don’t
have.”
But it’s hard to live today without stuff. You may sell stuff where you work,
or you may make it. Some stuff you need, other stuff will make life easier; you’ll
do more, drive better, and eat healthier. We all need stuff . . . but how much?
Abraham and Lot accumulated a lot of stuff in Egypt. “So they left Egypt . .
. Abram was very rich in livestock, silver, and gold” (Gen. 13: 1, 2, NLT).
Remember Abraham got this stuff immorally; he had lied about his wife. It’s
like cheating on your income tax to get rich! It wasn’t wrong for Abraham to
get stuff, and stuff is not immoral because later God made Abraham rich. The
problem is not getting stuff, but when stuff gets you. Stuff irritates the eyes of
faith!
Lot was the nephew who came from Mesopotamia with Abraham. When
Abraham stepped out of God’s will to go to Egypt, he dragged Lot along. When
Abraham got lots of stuff because he lied, so did Lot. Lot got a lot of stuff in
Egypt. Now the issue is living with the stuff.
“Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together,
for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together” (Gen. 13:6,
NLT). Most of the people we know think stuff will make them happy, and they
wrongly think a lot more stuff will make them a lot more happy. But that didn’t
happen to Abraham and Lot, “So an argument broke out between the herdsmen
of Abram and Lot” (Gen. 13:7, NLT). The problem was the two bosses’ attitude
toward stuff influenced their workers. When stuff trips you up on your faithjourney, you hurt everyone around you.

So, stuff makes you irritable and you irritate people.
The two bosses got together to analyze their problem. “Then Abram talked it
over with Lot. ‘This arguing between our herdsmen has got to stop,’ he said.
‘After all, we are close relatives!’” (Gen. 13:8, NLT). They realized something
had to be done. When you get irritable or you irritate someone else, it’s time to
act.
But quarreling over stuff was not their only problem. Abraham and Lot were
poor testimonies to the unsaved around them. The Bible observes, “Canaanites
and Perizzites were also living in the land” (Gen. 13:7, NLT). It’s one thing
when your stuff keeps you from walking by faith; it’s a much bigger problem
when your stuff hinders God’s testimony to the unsaved. When you focus your
eyes first and primarily on stuff, you’ll get lost on your faith-journey.
Abraham was the older of the two and Abraham was the leader of the two.
Also Abraham was the one called by God; he should have gotten first choice. As
a matter of fact—maybe like your job—Lot shouldn’t have gotten a choice at all.
Abraham should have gotten the best land. But that’s not the way it happened.
Abraham demonstrated godly character. After all he was learning to be like
God on his faith-journey. Abraham let Lot choose first. “Is not the whole land
before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the
right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left” (Gen. 13:9).
Why did Abraham do that? Maybe Abraham felt guilty because he got his
stuff the wrong way. Maybe this was Abraham’s way of setting the record
straight. Also, the elder Abraham may have been trying to teach humility to
younger Lot. Maybe the real answer is that Abraham learned his lesson about
stuff, and he really didn’t care.
Lot chose first and chose the best, “Lot took a long look at the fertile plains
of the Jordan Valley in the direction of Zoar. The whole area was well watered
everywhere, like the garden of the LORD or the beautiful land of Egypt. (This
was before the LORD had destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah)” (Gen. 13:10, NLT).
When you get stuff in your eyes, it’s hard to look at things through God’s eyes.
Lot took a “long look” that meant he was deeply thinking as he looked. He
saw fertile plains, water, and garden-like environment; looked like a good choice
to him. Lot was thinking more cattle . . . more money . . . richer bottom line.
This seemed a natural choice because Lot thought more stuff would bring him
the happiness he sought.
Don’t many of us choose the same way? We ask, “What’s wrong with
making money?” We rationalize that we need our stuff to fulfill our potential, or
make us happy.
It’s not wrong to get stuff, but it’s dangerous when stuff gets you. Notice
what happened to Lot. After he chose the best option for his cattle, he staked it
as his own, “Lot chose that land for himself” (Gen. 13:11, NLT). The phrase “for
himself” was unusual for nomadic tribes. They used any land they could find for
their cattle; Lot made this land—his land.
It’s all right to use the stuff of this world—you need it—to live your life.
Just don’t possess stuff so that it possesses “you” and you become “it.”

Next, Lot deepened his problem by cutting himself off from the godly
influence of Abraham. Lot “parted company with his uncle Abram” (Gen. 11:11,
NLT). Be careful, stuff makes you change your attitude toward life your family,
toward your friends, and to yourself.
There’s another problem. “Lot moved his tents to a place near Sodom . . . .
The people of this area were unusually wicked and sinned greatly against the
LORD” (Gen. 13:12, 13, NLT). Not only did Lot lose the guiding hand of
Abraham, now he’s living next to people who will corrupt his values and destroy
any vision of living for God. It’s not wrong for you to live in a neighborhood
with few believers or work at a job where you’re the only Christian. It’s alright
to live among worldly people, but you must not live like worldly people.
Abraham ended up living in the mountains, not as good for his cattle as the
fertile plains. Abraham made a statement that tells us how to relate to our
possessions. “It’s all right to have stuff, but don’t let stuff be the primary thing in
your life.” Abraham chose a faith-journey to be with God in the mountains,
because that’s where he first experienced the presence of God in worship. As
Abraham chose God, his faith grew stronger. God manifested Himself to
Abraham in the mountains after Lot left. When the Lord appeared, He told
Abraham not to worry about what he gave up to Lot because eventually he’d get
it back with even more. “The LORD said to Abram, ‘Look as far as you can see
in every direction. I am going to give all this land to you and your offspring’”
(Gen. 13:14, 15, NLT). That’s a lot more ground than Lot chose. So when you
get your heart right about stuff, God may give you a lot more than you now have.
The secret of faith is always surrender. You have to surrender all your stuff to
God. Once He owns all your stuff, God will show you how to use it for His
purpose and for His glory.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 13:5-18

Date Read
DAY 18
A Reward For Winning The Battle

“After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision,
saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly
great reward’”–Genesis 15:1.

Sometimes God reveals His presence to you before you obey. He wants to
encourage or motivate you to serve Him. At other times, God waits until you
obey Him and follow Him; then He rewards you by making His presence known.
That’s what happened after Abram’s battle with the kings from the Euphrates
Valley. After the battle was over, “The word of the Lord came to Abram in a
vision.” When does God usually come to you? Do you need encouragement to
get a task done for God? Does God usually come to you before you obey? Or
are you a person characterized by duty? If God can depend on you to get a job
done, then God comes after the task is over. Do you have a big problem facing
your future, or have you just passed through the dark valley? Lord, I need You.
Abram didn’t need to fight the invading kings and could have avoided the
battle. Have you ever gotten involved in someone else’s problem, and wished
you hadn’t, because the situation became life threatening? Lot had wrongly
chosen the well-watered plain and left Uncle Abram up in the hills. Lot went to
the cities and lived among them. These are the cities God told Abram to separate
from. Then a gigantic horde of looters—called an army—swept through the
well-watered plain stealing, raping, and killing. The looters didn’t come to
conquer the territory, but to get rich off others. They looted everything in the
towns on the well-watered plain, including Lot’s riches, and Lot with his family.
Then Abram got word; Lot and his family were slaves, being taken back to the
Euphrates Valley. Abram was from that area, he knew what they would do with
Lot—slave labor. They’d make him build a pyramid or a palace. He’d be
worked hard, punished often and would die early.
Abram could have washed his hands of Lot, saying, “He made the choice,
now let him suffer the consequences.” But Lot was family. If you’re a follower
of God, you sacrifice yourself for others; especially family. You put yourself in
harm’s way for them. Who should you be helping today? Lord, show me who to
help.
Abram rallied his servants, then recruited fighters from other tribes in the hill
country. He pursued the Euphrates Valley looters and defeated them. Abram
had a small group of defenders against a large army, but look what he had on his
side—a surprise, a night battle and dedication. But most of all, Abram had God
on his side. When you’re in the right, you’ll always have might to win a battle;
as opposed to a larger enemy who thinks his size will win the battle. Lord, I
want to be right.

Was Abram fearing a counterattack from this large army? When you’re
sitting by yourself and you don’t know where your enemy is located, or what he
is doing, you’re always afraid. If Abram was afraid of retaliation, God came to
encourage him, “I am your shield.” Do you need protection today? Lord, protect
me when I can’t protect myself.
Abram attacked the enemy in the night. After the battle God comes to him in
the night. Where was Abram when God came? Do you think Abram was
searching the shadows behind the tents looking for the enemy when God came to
him? Maybe Abram wasn’t as afraid in the daylight when he could trust his eyes
and the eyes of his scouts. But now in the night, he heard every sound in the
woods and every movement among the cattle. Lord, when I’m afraid, come to
me.
Do you need for God to come in your night to encourage you? He comes to
those who have ears to hear His words, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your
shield” (Gen. 15:1).
When Abram got back from the battle, two kings came out to meet him.
First, Melchizedek, the righteous King of Salem, met him; so did the wicked
King of Sodom. Melchizedek didn’t have anything stolen from him because he
lived in the mountain fortification, later known as Jerusalem. But the King of
Sodom, identified later by the sin of Sodomy, lost everything. The king of
Sodom offered a reward to Abram for freeing his people.
“No,” Abram told the King of Sodom, “I’ll not keep anything that’s yours.”
Abram didn’t want anyone to think he had gotten rich off the misfortune of
others. So Abram refused a fortune. That’s the second time he’s done something
like this. Remember, Abram gave the best land to Lot. Lord, help me make good
decisions.
Did Abram sit around with “giver’s remorse,” thinking he should have kept
some of the reward money? Maybe Abram needed something—something he
could have gotten from the King of Sodom—and he wished he had it. It’s easy
for us to get lustful about things. But God visited Abram in a vision to tell him,
“I’m your exceeding great reward.” God wasn’t going to just give a reward to
Abram, not even a great amount of money. God was going to personally be
Abram’s “exceeding great reward.” Lord, I’d rather have You than anything.
Would you rather have money or God? That’s a terrible choice. If you ask,
“How much?” it shows God is second. If you ask, “When will I get the money?”
you’ve already made the wrong choice. When you choose money, you choose it
to buy something. When you’ve spent it all, it’s gone. But when you choose
God, now you have someone on your side who can give you everything you
want. He can give you health to earn money. He can give you an idea to earn
money, or He can hook you up with someone who can help you get money.
Lord, I want You, not for the things You give, but I want You for Yourself.
God knows how much you need, how much you can spend, and how much it
will take to satisfy you. God can give you, apart from money, the things need.
God can give you happiness, satisfaction and fulfillment. Lord, I’d rather have
You than money.

Today’s Reading: Genesis 14

Date Read
DAY 19
When You Get Bad Advice
“Sarai said to Abram. ‘Go and sleep with my servant. Perhaps I can
have children through her’”—Genesis 16:2, NLT.

Everyone gets all types of advice from all kinds of people. Our friends
advise us how to keep us out of trouble or they advise us how to break bad habits.
Our family advises us what to do and people at work want to give us advice how
to do our job. Then think of all the others who give us advice: salespeople,
teachers, cashiers, talk show entertainers, and your neighbors. No one lacks
advice, but what advice is good for us, and what is bad?
Why do people give us advice? Some advise us to do something, but it ends
up helping the advice-giver. They want to make money off us, or make their life
easier. And obviously there are those who give us advice for our own good.
Their advice doesn’t help them. How can we know whom to trust? Lord, help
me know what advice is good.
Some advice will harm you become someone will tell you that hot is cold
and wrong is right, i.e., smoking won’t hurt you. Most advice is good, given
with good intention, i.e., brush your teeth. But some of our best friends give us
advice they really think is good, but the results will knock out our feet from
under us. Such was the case of Sarah’s advice to Abraham.
Let’s examine the scenario as to why this apparent good advice had a
disastrous result. When God called Abraham to leave Mesopotamia to come to
the Promised Land, God added, “I will cause you to become the father of a great
nation” (Gen. 12:2, NLT). That is what we recognize today as the promise of the
Jewish race and the nation of Israel.
But Abraham was 75 years old and Sarah was 65, too old to have children.
Maybe Abraham thought God meant his servants would become a nation,
because other tribes of many families became a nation. If Abraham had thought
that wrong thought, God later said explicitly, “I am going to give all this land to
you and your offspring” (Gen. 13:15, NLT). Abraham’s faith struggled; he had a
hard time seeing what God was doing in his life. Lord, help me keep my eyes on
my goal in life.
So Abraham suggested “adopting” Eliezer to carry on his physical line.
Eliezer was his best servant and the manager of his household. Abraham said,
“Since I don't have a son . . . you have given me no children, so one of my
servants (Eliezer) will have to be my heir” (Gen. 15:2, 3 NLT). Again, Abraham
is struggling on the faith-journey. Don’t you struggle sometimes?
But God rejected adoption, “No, your servant will not be your heir, for you
will have a son” (Gen. 15:4, NLT). God removed all Abraham’s options. He was
going to have to trust the promise of God. Lord, give me strength to back away
from my bad decisions.
1

Now comes the part about the bad advice. Sarah probably thought, “God
helps those who help themselves,” so she got involved. Sarah knew it was
physically impossible for her to have a child, so she suggests Abraham have a
child by Hagar, her servant.
That advice wasn’t too bad, because other tribal leaders did it. The little boy
running around the campfire would be “flesh of the leader’s flesh.” Sarah
probably thought God had promised to give a son to Abraham, but God had left
her out of the promise. That was only logical because God had nothing about
her, at least God hadn’t included her yet (but God would later include Sarah in
Gen. 17:15, 16). Lord, help me see when advice is bad.
So Abraham followed his wife’s advice. He slept with young Hagar.
Abraham probably didn’t think too deeply about the matter. After all, Sarah was
old; Hagar was young. Sarah couldn’t bear children; Hagar was energetic and
fruitful. But at this point Abraham de-railed his faith-journey. Since faith is
taking God at His word, Abraham wasn’t accurately following the words God
promised him.
When Hagar got pregnant, she got “pushy.” “She began to treat her mistress
Sarai with contempt” (Gen. 16:4, NLT). She probably demanded a separate tent,
special service, and breakfast in bed with specially prepared dates or goat’s milk.
Hagar probably made fun of Sarah. The tension between the two women brought
tension into Abraham’s life. That’s the fruit of bad advice. Bad advice leads to
disastrous results.
Sarah could only put up with so much nonsense. First Sarah blamed
Abraham, “It’s all your fault” (Gen. 16:5 NLT). The Sarah threatened her
husband; “The LORD will make you pay for doing this to me” (Gen. 16:5 NLT).
Watch the cycle of bad advice. Sarah gave the bad advice, now she blames her
husband for the consequences of her advice. So be careful when your friend
gives you bad advice, you’ll get a double whammy. When their bad advice
“bites” you, they will fuss at you and their advice will explode in your face; then
you’ll lose a friend. Lord, keep me from the consequences of bad advice.
Abraham told Sarah to deal with the problem. Sarah did. Since Hagar was
from Egypt, she ran home toward Egypt when Sarah treated her harshly. Hagar
got lost going to Egypt but no one ever gets lost so that God can’t find them. The
Lord appeared to Hagar and sent her back to Abraham. The Lord told Hagar to
name her son Ishmael, which means, “wild donkey, “He will be against
everyone, and everyone will be against him. Yes, he will live at odds with the
rest of his brothers” (Gen. 16:12, NLT). This prediction has come true, at least
according to the Palestinians living in Israel. They claim to come from Ishmael,
and it is they, the sons of Ishmael, who are at odds with Israel, the sons of Isaac.
An apparent innocent piece of bad advice has continuing international
consequences.
Hagar gave birth to Ishmael, “Abraham was eighty-six years old at that time”
(Gen. 16, 16, NLT). Probably Hagar got her own tent—far removed from
Sarah—and young Ishmael was raised in Abraham’s camp. The lad was the son
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of the camp leader, and the apple of Abraham’s eye. Abraham had family
“peace” and he thought Ishmael was the end of the story.
But when Abraham was 99 years old, God manifested Himself to Abraham
to re-activate the promise of a son. This time God included 89-year-old Sarah.
“(Abraham) did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a
hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb” (Rom. 4:19, NKJV).
So what should you do when you get advice? What do you do when you
don’t know whether it’s good or bad advice? First, consider you’re walking a
faith-journey and faith is taking God at His word. Don’t do anything contrary to
the Word of God. Second, always live by the attitudes and values of the Bible.
Don’t do anything to destroy your peace and joy. Third, test all advice carefully.
“Test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good” (1 Thess. 5:21, NLT).
Some things may not be contrary to the Word of God, but they still aren’t good
for you. The Bible hasn’t spoke on everything and it may be silent on the advice
at hand. So fourthly, follow advice that is in keeping with your life’s purpose.
What’s the focus of God’s purpose that He is showing you day by day? Finally,
pray! You can’t pray about every little piece of advice you get, but commit each
day to God in prayer. Ask God to keep you from wrong decisions and harmful
actions. Ask God to help you make good decisions. Then go walk in the light as
you see it (1 John 1:7).
Today’s Reading: Genesis 16
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Date Read
DAY 20
Thirteen Playful Years Outside of God’s Will
“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram
and said to him, ‘I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be
blameless’” –Genesis 17:1.
A lot of things happened since God last appeared to Abram. Abram tried to
appoint Eliezer, his house manager, as his heir. Why did Abram do this?
Because God said Abram would become a great nation, and to begin a nation,
one must have an heir. Abram and Sarai were childless, and she couldn’t have
children. So, when Abram tried to make Eliezer his heir, God said, “This shall
not be your heir” (Gen. 15:4). God, help me listen when You say no!
Next Sarai got into the act. She told Abram to have a child by Hagar, her
handmaiden. After the girl got pregnant by Abram, Hagar got “uppity,” a word
that means rebellious. Hagar, who was a servant, thought she was as good as
Sarai, and forgot she was to have the child for Sarai. In anger, Sarai kicked
Hagar out of the tent and the young girl headed home to Egypt; after all, she was
from Egypt. But God sent an angel to turn Hagar around to send her back to
Abram and Sarai.
The baby boy Ishmael was born to Hagar and Abram when he was eighty-six
years old. Then the Bible is silent about the next thirteen years. There’s no
mention of an altar, no worship of God, no appearance of God; nothing. Maybe
you’re not hearing from God because you’ve done something like Abram. Lord,
come to me when I begin to stray from You.
Abram knew Sarai was too old to have children, so he probably assumed
Ishmael was his boy, his only baby, his heir. Since God was not talking to him or
appearing to him, Abram thought everything was alright. Ishmael was the heir
for the great nation. Abram probably said, “I’ll train Ishmael to take over; then
after I die, there’ll be a great nation through Ishmael.”
So Abram taught his only boy Ishmael to ride a horse, and took him hunting
and fishing. The apple of Abram’s life was this growing boy, Ishmael. But
Abram forgot the child was conceived outside God’s plan. God wanted to build
a great nation through Abram AND Sarai. So while Abram is happily playing
around the tent with young Ishmael, he didn’t realize he was outside of God’s
plan. Have you ever ignorantly stepped outside of God’s will? You merrily did
your own thing, living your own life, putting God on the perimeter. You lost His
Daily Presence because God was not actively directing your life. Lord, don’t let
me forget You.
Thirteen is the number of rebellion, and Abram spent thirteen years playing
with Ishmael, the fruit of his flesh. It wasn’t angry rebellion, nor was it cursing
rebellion—or even drunken rebellion—it was playful rebellion. Have you ever
had such a good time playing that you forgot what it was like to worship in God’s
presence? Lord, keep me from playing around.

But when Abram was ninety-nine years old, God appeared to him. Notice,
Abram didn’t seek God. Backslidden people don’t search for God, like a burglar
doesn’t search for a policeman. The reverse happened, God seeks the lost, so
God appeared to Abram. Lord, come after me if I stray.
How many times has God come seeking you because you strayed? Aren’t
you glad He did? Why don’t you tell Him now? Lord, thank You for Your
faithfulness when I wasn’t faithful.
For thirteen years Abram probably thought, “If Hagar hadn’t come along, I’d
not had my son.” Abram looked on his own ability, but God interrupts his
thinking to say, “I am Almighty God.” Abram needed to be reminded that God
was going to do something supernatural about an heir and about the future nation.
Abram needed to know that God was almighty. The name Almighty was El
Shaddai, which means “God, more than enough.” God is the Strong One, the
Nourisher. The word El Shaddai comes from El “God” and Shad, i.e., “the
breast.” God can give life, He can give strength, He will nourish you. Lord, I
need encouragement.
Do you need El Shaddai today? He’s the One with power, strength, and can
nourish your life. If you’ve been straying like Abram, look for the presence of
God More Than Enough. He is the Almighty One.
God appeared to Abram to tell him, “Walk before Me and be blameless”
(Gen. 17:1). Abram had not been in fellowship with God for thirteen years. He
was happy with Ishmael; he planned on Ishmael being a great nation like God
promised. But there was one problem. Abram was going to do it without God’s
supernatural intervention. Have you ever tried something without God? That’s a
non-satisfying life. Are you planning on something in the future without God?
Don’t! Lord, keep me close to You.
God told Abram to “walk before Me.” Abram just spent thirteen years
heading in the wrong direction. Where are you heading? God doesn’t want us to
walk without Him, or away from Him, or behind Him. “Walk before me.” God
wants to see where we’re going; He wants us to go in the same direction that
He’s going. Lord, I will follow You.
Then God told Abram, “Be blameless.” You, like Abram, can’t live without
sin; but you can live blameless. That means you will never intentionally sin, nor
will you sin claiming you didn’t know what you were doing when you did.
Blamelessly is living the best you can, within the will of God, as you know it;
using the talents God has given you, to accomplish as much as you possibly can.
Because Abram was told to be blameless, he must now give God his best. How
about you? If God appeared to you, would He say, “Walk before Me and be
blameless?” Lord, help me be blameless.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 17:1-14

Date Read
DAY 21
The Laugh of Faith
“Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: No
longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations. Then God said
to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai,
but Sarah shall be her name.’ Then Abraham fell on his face and
laughed, and said in his heart, ‘Shall a child be born to a man who is one
hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a
child?’” –Genesis 17:3, 5, 15, 17.
Toward the end of his life, God changed Abram’s name meaning Exhalted
Father, now God gives him a new name, i.e., Abraham (new meaning, Fruitful
Father of multitudes). Why did God do that? Up until now God was recognizing
Abram’s position. But now God is going to make Abraham fruitful. Abram’s
influence will live beyond his life; he will reproduce himself in a son. Do you
see what God is implying with this new name? God is trying to tell this old man
that he’ll have a son. That’s why Abraham got a new name. God, thank You for
keeping Your promise.
All of us have a desire to live beyond our life. That’s why some have streets,
buildings and other things named after them. Some donate money to perpetuate
their legacy. But the greatest way to live beyond our physical life is in our
children. They carry on our influence; they live beyond our death. Our physical
children live in part the life we give them. Our spiritual children carry on another
part of the influence we give them. Lord, may I live beyond my death in the lives
of those I touch.
The relationship between Abraham and God should be understood as a
covenant relationship. This was a common from of agreement in the ancient
world. Individuals agreed to abide by certain conditions that governed their
relationship to each other. In a covenant with God, Abraham agreed to go to the
Promise Land (an act of faith) and God agreed to make him a great nation.
Abraham got anxious about God’s part so he tried to substitute Eliezer as the
heir. God rejected Eliezer. Then Abraham tried to substitute Ishmael. Again,
God said no! Abraham—the father of faith—had difficulty believing God. Lord,
I believe, overcome my unbelief.
God had previously told Abraham he would have more children than the
sands on the seashore (Gen. 13:16) and more than the stars in the sky (Gen.
15:5). Yet in spite of Abraham’s difficulty in believing God, Abram’s name is
changed to mean fruitfulness. Lord, I marvel at Your grace.
Now the covenant takes on objective meaning for Abraham. As a sign of the
covenant, every male member of Abraham’s house was to be circumcised. From
now on, Jewish baby boys will be circumcised on the eighth day, (eight, the
number of new things, grace and the resurrection). When Abraham obeyed God

by circumcising his household, it was an act of faith. Lord, help me put my
beliefs into practice, as did Abraham.
Then God promised something not previously included. He included Sarah
in the promise. Previously, God had always told Abraham he would be the father
of a great nation, but He had not included Sarah—until now. When Abraham
kept his part of the covenant, God told the husband, “She shall be a mother of
nations” (Gen. 17:16).
When Abraham heard the name Sarah included in the promise, “Abraham
laughs.” This is not a laugh of rebellion, nor is it a laugh of skepticism. It was a
joyful laugh. When Jesus said, “Abraham rejoiced to see my day” (John 8:56),
could this be a reference to Abraham’s laugh of faith? He was rejoicing because
the Deliverer would come through his seed (Rom. 4:15).
When Abraham laughed, “Abraham fell on his face” (Gen. 17:17). Laughter
was his response of reverence; falling on his face was his posture of worship.
Abraham magnified God in worship when he realized God was going to do all
He promised, Abraham’s true worship transforms the moment. In his heart the
old patriarch absolutely knew God would do it, so what is his only response?
Worship on his face! Lord, give me this faith.
Later Sarah will laugh, but she does not fall on her face before God. She was
outside the tent, eavesdropping on a conversation between the Lord and
Abraham. She was not told—yet—that she was to have a baby at 90 years of
age. Hiding in the darkness, listening to a conversation not meant for her, Sarah
hears she will have a baby. “Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying,
‘After I have grown old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?’” (Gen.
17:12). And the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I
surely bear a child, since I am old?’” (Gen. 18:13). Notice, Sarah didn’t fall on
her face before God to worship. Also, Sarah did believe God. Her laugh was a
laugh of unbelief, a laugh of sarcasm. Lord, keep me from unbelieving
skepticism.
The Lord hears everything we say, and knows all we think. The Lord heard
Sarah’s doubting laugh, and said, “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” (Gen.
18:14). The issue of faith is never our weak ability to believe God. The issue is
always the object of faith; the issue is God Himself. Too often we look to our
feebleness, trying to strengthen our faith as a body-builder tries to strengthen his
muscle. To get stronger faith, you must look to God. When you fully realize
who God is, and what God can do, you’ll have faith to believe. He can move
mountains, or give a baby to a barren woman 90-years old. Lord, grow my faith
as I understand You.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 17:15-27

Date Read
DAY 22
Going Into The Heart of God

“And the LORD said, ‘Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?’”—
Genesis 18:17.
If you were sitting on your front porch when God walked down the street,
would you recognize Him? Would you invite Him in for a meal? Would you be
too busy with your schedule or television that you would let Him walk right on
by? Abraham was so spiritually awake that when he saw three men coming
down the road, he extended hospitality to them. Hebrews says, “Do not forget to
entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels”
(Heb. 13:2). So he invited them in for a meal, not immediately realizing it was
the Lord and two angels.
Can you see the old Abram hurrying through the tent, giving orders as he ran,
“Knead the dough for biscuits”? Turning to another servant he said, “Stoke up
the fire, get butter and cold milk.” He hastily chose a calf from the pen. “Kill it,
then barbeque it with tasty herbs.” Since he was entertaining God, Abraham
wanted to give Him the best. God, I want You to have my best.
Sitting around the fire after the meal, the Lord said the Abraham, “I will
return to Sarah her time of life. She shall have a son by you.” Sarah was
eavesdropping from the other side of the tent. “Ha!” Sarah laughed a sarcastic
response of unbelief. Since God knows all things, He asked Abraham, “Why did
Sarah laugh?” This teaches us that God hears and knows all our responses of
unbelief. Lord, forgive my unbelief.
And how did God respond to unbelief? God asks a question to get His
hearers to think what He can do. “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” (Gen.
18:14). God was going to do a miracle; and He wanted Abraham to realize that
He could do anything. Abraham and Sarah were instructed to name the miracle
baby boy Isaac, which means laughter. When they called “Come here laughter,”
Abraham would remember his laugh of faith (Gen. 17:17) and Sarah couldn’t
forget her laugh of unbelief (Gen. 18:12). How do you laugh when knowing
what God wants you to do? Lord, teach me to rejoice in Your strength.
Then God told Abraham why He was walking in that part of the promise
land. God had come to examine the wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah. God
told Abraham that if the cities were indeed as wicked as the reports claimed, He
was going to destroy them. What would be your response if God told you about
coming judgment on a large number of people? Then the two angels left to visit
the cities to determine if their wickedness was as great as the complaints God had
received.
Notice what Abraham didn’t do. Abraham didn’t say Lot chose the best
land—land he should have had —and Lot deserves punishment. Nor did Abram
say Lot and the cities deserve judgment for their sin. The people who walk with

God can’t have a mean vengeful attitude. Because God loves all people, you
must love them too. Lord, give me love for the lost.
But Abraham stood before the Lord. It’s not clear if Abraham’s presence
kept God from leaving, or whether God lingered to see what would be
Abraham’s response. But, Abraham the elderly patriarch did what many other in
history have done, he interceded for lost souls. “Would You also destroy the
place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it?” (Gen. 18:24).
Abraham appealed to God’s sense of justice. It would not be right to destroy
good people with wicked people.
Have you interceded for lost people? They won’t pray for themselves, and if
they would, they couldn’t because they are not standing on praying ground. “We
know that God does not hear sinners” (John 9:31). Therefore, you must intercede
for them. They won’t go to a church altar to repent for themselves; so when you
go to the altar, you must pray for them there. They won’t seek the presence of
God, so you must go into His presence to intercede for them. Lord, make me an
intercessor.
God said he would not destroy the city if He found 50 righteous people there.
Then Abraham asked God to save the city if He found 45 righteous people. God
said, “Yes.” Next Abraham pushed for 40 . . . for 30 . . . for 20 . . . and for 10
righteous people. Each time Abraham reduced the number, he was entering
farther into the heart of God than any had gone before. A Holy God must punish
sin, how many righteous are needed to hold back the hand of judgment? When
Abraham got down to 10, he was probably as far as he thought he could go. God
said He would not punish the city of Sodom and Gomorrah if He found 10
righteous there.
Abraham stopped asking before God stopped answering. A good God has
abundant patience. God does not a have a warehouse full of patience that would
suggest He could give out of patience at sometime in the future. He is patient—
all patience comes from Him—therefore He can always be merciful to us.
However, don’t push God. Just as He is patient, He is also holy and just. He
must always punish sin. When you intercede for others, you journey into the
heart of God between the two Almighty forces of love and justice. Don’t try to
understand how these interact; no human can fathom it. You can only see it and
marvel. To see it look to Calvary, for in the cross God executed the punishment
of sin. In the cross, God’s love reaches out to all. Lord, teach me to continue
asking until I get an answer.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 18

Date Read
DAY 23
Consequences of Pitching Your Tent Toward Sodom

“So while Abram stayed in the land of Canaan, Lot moved his tents to a
place near Sodom, among the cities of the plain. The people of this area
were unusually wicked and sinned greatly against the LORD”—Genesis
13:12, 13, NLT.

Whatever you must have, actually has you!
What will it take to get you to abandon your journey of faith? Money . . .
fame . . . sex? Esau sold his spiritual birthright for a bowl of beans. Some will
sacrifice their self-esteem for sex; they have also sold their reputation for the
same prize. It all starts with your inner nature. What you are in your heart is the
thing you look for in life. Then what you see, determines the focus of your
energy. It’s a vicious cycle; what you must have is actually the thing that has
you. It’s called lust, and it begins with compromise.
Remember, Lot was Abraham’s nephew. Abraham brought him along to the
Promised Land. I guess that’s all right. When the famine came, Abraham
dragged Lot to Egypt. That’s not all right. Abraham got wealthy in Egypt, but
wealth didn’t get Abraham. Lot came out of Egypt wealthy, but Egypt never
came out of Lot’s heart. The money he got in Egypt captured his heart. Lord, I
want You to capture my heart.
Egypt was a seductive dream: magnificent white marble buildings, not tents
of animal skins; seductive fragrances, not the smell of animals, manure, and
sweaty bodies that needed a bath. Egypt had streams of curtains and immaculate
floors, not rugs and irritable sand in everything. Egypt was everything that lust
wanted.
Let’s make a quick difference; there’s nothing wrong with spotless homes,
beautiful surroundings and riches. Money is never sinful; it’s the “love of
money” (1 Tim. 6:10, NLT) that’s wrong. Sin is not the outward attraction, but
the inner passion to have it.
The herdsmen of Lot and Abraham argued over the best land. Even today,
it’s location . . . location . . . location. When given the choice, Lot chose the best
land by the eyes of lust, “Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan
Valley” (Gen. 13:10, NLT). So be careful what you want with your eyes. If
you’re looking at sinful things, you may get them, and then what you saw has
become sin. “Temptation comes when we look too long at things we shouldn’t
have” (James 1:14, Author’s Translation). Lord, keep my eyes on You.
The next thing Lot did wrong was leaving the godly influence of Abraham.
“Lot . . . parted company with his uncle Abram” (Gen. 13:11, NLT). It would
seem that Lot would want to stay close to the man who is close to God. But no!
Lot left Abraham.

Why would Lot leave a godly man? Was Lot fed up with religion? Did Lot
use Uncle Abraham as a “meal ticket to get rich?” Maybe it was not to get rid of
religion, but Lot wanted city life like he saw in Egypt. Maybe Lot wanted to live
like the culture of the day. It was probably Lot’s lust that made him more open
to the sins of Egypt, and later the sins of Sodom. Lord, teach me the benefits of
godly companions.
Notice where Lot moved. “Lot moved his tent to a place near Sodom” (Gen.
13:12, NLT). What do we know about Sodom? “The people of this area were
unusually wicked and sinned greatly against the Lord” (Gen. 13:13, NLT). But
let’s not describe how terrible the sin of Sodom; let’s ask why the nephew of a
godly Abraham wanted to be around sinners?
What you are determines what you see in life! Lot saw the best land, and he
saw the seductive cities of the Jordan Valley, and he saw the wicked city of
Sodom. Why? Because his heart wanted what he saw. Lot compromised with
Sodom long before his feet went there. What do you see in life? You see the
things that are important to your heart. What you constantly dream of having,
usually directs where you go.
Lot didn’t become a Sodomite like those in the city. If Lot were a Sodomite,
the angels would not have taken him and his family to safety before God judged
the city. “God rescued Lot out of Sodom because he was a good man” (2 Pet.
2:7, NLT).
Perhaps Lot thought, “I can fellowship with them without doing their evil
deeds.” But God had a different opinion of Sodom, “The cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah . . . were filled with sexual immorality and every kind of sexual
perversion. Those cities were destroyed by fire and are a warning of the eternal
fire that will punish all who are evil” (Jude v. 7, NLT). Lord, deliver me from
evil.
Because of Lot’s compromise, he lost his wife; and his daughters turned to
incest with their father with the premise of preserving their family line. They
became like the people their father associated with. When a person loses his
family, they have lost everything that’s precious in life.
Lot is an illustration of compromise. God tell us, “Stop loving this evil
world and all that it offers you, for when you love the world, you show that you
do not have the love of the Father in you” (1 John 2:15, NLT). Lord, help me not
compromise my convictions.
Yet, all of us have to live in this world. We work around unsaved people, we
shop in malls, and we go to sporting events where the world is present. What can
we do? The answer is simply in its profound implication: live in the world, but
don’t live by the world’s attitudes. Jesus understood this truth when He prayed,
“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them
from the evil one” (John 17:15, NIV).
We must work for money, but “the love of money” is never our goal. As
good stewards of God, we yield all our money to God and use our money as God
would have us spend it.

We must work around unsaved people and many times we work for unsaved
managers or bosses. Yes, even as we work with them and for them, we work for
a higher Person; we work for God. “Work hard and cheerfully at whatever you
do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people” (Col. 3:23,
NLT). As Christians, we should work harder and better than unsaved people,
because we work for God. Lord, keep me from compromise.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 19

Date Read
DAY 24
Who Can Break a Bad Habit

“Abraham moved south to the Negev . . . and told people there that his
wife, Sarah, was his sister”—Genesis 20:1, 2, NLT.

The Lord had promised that Sarah would have a son (Gen. 18:11). Then
Abraham moved his tent to another location and the old habit of lying about his
wife popped up. “Abraham moved south to the Negev . . . and told people there
that his wife, Sarah, was his sister” (Gen. 20:1, 2, NLT).
This lie—was the same lie—that Abraham told in Egypt when he first began
walking by faith (Gen. 12:11-13). The first time Abraham told the lie it kept him
alive—the lie worked—so Abraham told it again 25 years later. This ought to
remind you that you’re never immune to sin—or a bad habit—no matter how
long you’ve worked with God. Lord, keep me from lies.
As it turns out, this was only a half-lie, because Sarah was Abraham’s halfsister. Abraham said, “We both have the same father, though different mothers”
(Gen. 20:12, NLT). But a half lie is a whole sin, no matter how you look at it.
And isn’t that one problem? We excuse our habits and our sins with an
explanation.
But the issue was not whether it was a half-lie or whole lie; the issue was
Abraham’s bad habit. He had learned to lie when he got in a tough spot. Do you
keep a bad habit to get you through dark days? Some go back to alcohol, some
go back to a former mistress, some “borrow” a little cash to make it to pay day.
If you don’t deal with your bad habit once and for all, it will come back at an
embarrassing time. Lord, may I not embarrass You.
But when secret sins keep coming back like a bad habit, they can ruin your
life and your service for God. That was Abraham’s problem. He was getting
ready for the greatest event in his life, and a secret sin popped up, a bad habit
returned that almost destroyed everything. So you should deal with your bad
habits or they will pop up at the most embarrassing time to destroy what you’re
doing for God. “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the
wicked shall fall into mischief” (Pro. 24:16, KJV).
A bad habit is a practice you wear like dirty clothes. A bad habit doesn’t
look very nice, but it’s usually very comfortable. Because you and the habit get
dirty together, you seldom realize you stink until someone tells you about your
dirty clothes or bad habit. As a matter of fact, the word habit comes from a nun’s
habit; clothes that were regularly worn.
Why do we pick up bad habits? A golfer picks up a bad habit in his swing
because it momentarily works, but the abnormal swing keeps him from becoming
a better golfer. Young boys pick up a bad habit of lying because it helps them fit
in with the older boys. Some workers have gotten the bad habit of avoiding work

because they’re naturally lazy. Some bad habits come straight out of Hell,
cursing, drugs, sexual addiction, or worse.
Some people try to hide their bad habits; they sneak off to satisfy their sexual
appetite. Some alcoholics can’t hide their drunkenness. Some laugh at their bad
habits, and so do their friends; like always showing up late. Others have bad
habits that their friends criticize or despise, such as public belching.
Habits are bad when they disrupt your walk with God. Some innocent habits
are forgivable, i.e., going to sleep when you pray. But some bad habits are like
secret sins, no one knows but you; and maybe your family. Lord, “cleanse thou
me from secret faults” (Ps. 19:12, KJV).
God had called Abraham 25 years earlier to begin a new nation (Gen. 12:2,
3), i.e., the Jewish nation. Now Sarah is poised to become a mother and
Abraham’s lie put her in a harem. “So King Abimelech sent for her and had her
brought to him at his palace” (Gen. 20:2, NLT). If the heathen king had sex with
Sarah, it would have polluted the Jewish seed and the Jewish race. A little bad
habit of lying could have destroyed everything.
God in His providence appeared to Abimelech to keep him from having sex
with Sarah. God came to Abimelech in a dream and told him, “You are a dead
man, for that woman you took is married” (Gen. 20:3, NLT). Don’t you like the
abrupt way God deals with a problem?
Abraham’s bad habit of lying affected other people. Does your bad habit
influence your family? If you’ve got a lazy habit of goofing off at work, your
family suffers financially when you’re passed over for a promotion, or you’re
fired. Can you imagine how embarrassed Abraham was when a heathen
confronted his lying? It’s terrible when unsaved people have to point out the sins
of Christians. Lord, keep me from hurting others.
Abraham still hadn’t learned not to lie. He justified himself to Abimelech, “I
figured this to be a godless place. I thought, ‘They will . . . kill me to get her’”
(Gen. 20:11, NLT).
Abraham could have gotten himself killed accusing
Abimelech of being ungodly, when in fact Abraham’s the ungodly liar. Most
people caught in their lie, usually lie to get out of it—tell a half-truth—then
accuse other people of being a sinner. What do you do when you’re caught?
Abimelech had met God in a dream. He was scared. He didn’t want to hear
excuses; he wanted to get right with God. He released Sarah and gave money to
Abraham to make sure he stayed away from his territory. Then, “Abraham
prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech” (Gen. 20:17, NLT).
There are some things you must know and/or do when you have a bad habit.
First, realize what your habit does to you and your testimony before the world.
Then realize the consequences your habit has on other people. “Am I responsible
for others?” Yes! Lord, help me be my brother’s keeper.
The Spirit of the Lord is powerful to change your nature; He can help break
bad habits, “As the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and
more like him” (2 Cor. 3:18, NLT). You must yield to the Spirit (Rom. 12:1),
and walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:25). Lord, show me any habit that keeps me from
walking with You and give me power to overcome it.

Today’s Reading: Genesis 20

Date Read
DAY 25
Thank God For The Edges
“Then Abraham planted a tamarisk tree at Beersheba, and there called
on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God” – Genesis 21:33.
Have you ever been stranded in the desert? Flat . . . hot . . . blinding glare . .
. sand-stinging wind? That’s where Abraham ended up living. After Isaac was
born, he packed up everything and moved south to live in the dusty desert. Why?
Maybe he was afraid of tribal dangers in the hill country. Perhaps he was afraid
of corruption, because the highway from East to West crisscrossed the plains
near his tent. We really don’t know why but Abraham ended up in the desert, the
Negev. Lord, I’m willing to live with You anywhere, but the desert will stretch
my faith.
Water, you can’t live in the desert without something to drink. So Abraham
dug a well at Beersheba. The name Beersheba means seventh well. This
suggests there were six other wells on the East-West highway, and this was the
last one as the travelers left the hill country of Judea and launched out into the
sea of sand. Lord, be with me when I live on the edge of the desert.
If Abraham wanted to get away from an evil civilization, yet barely keep a
toe in the promise land, he’d come to the right spot. Just as Americans describe
the boundaries of their land from the Atlantic to the Pacific, so Israelites describe
their nation from Dan to Beersheba. Abraham was living on the edge.
A distant nomad ruler visited Abraham to negotiate a peace pact. They
agreed that each one would not attack the other. As the chief was leaving,
Abraham brought up the subject of the well he dug. Abraham accused the chief’s
warriors of taking his well he dug. “I didn’t know about it until right now,” the
visiting ruler maintained he didn’t know what his men had done. Just to make
sure of his ownership, Abraham gave the chief seven lambs. The visitor took the
lambs as a “token” to recognize Abraham’s ownership of the well. For the first
time, Abraham owned some of the land promised to him by God. As soon as the
camels and horses of the visiting entourage were out of sight, Abraham found a
private spot near the well to worship God. Lord, teach me to wait patiently for
Your promises.
Abraham worshipped God regularly. Why was this occasion noted so
specially in Scripture? Abraham’s been a squatter in the land for over 25 years,
but now God has kept His promise. The surrounding heathen would now
recognize Abraham’s right to own a part of the land—the land promised by
God—the chief received seven lambs to recognize the well belonged to
Abraham.
God had promised the entire land to Abraham—hundreds of miles from
North to South—but Abraham was grateful for one little well. He fell on his face
to worship God for a muddy hole in the desert with life-giving water. And even
that well Abraham had dug, it wasn’t even a natural spring or oasis. And it

wasn’t in the cool tree-shaded hills, but out in the Negev. Lord, make me
thankful for Your provision, even small things.
Abraham had owned nothing; now he owns a little bit, and in response, he
worshipped God. Some only thank God for big things and big answers to prayer.
But if it’s an answer from God—whether big or small—it’s from God. The Lord
cares and He gives. So, be thankful and worship Him for little things. Thank
God for edges, don’t be like those folks who’ve got to get to the security of the
middle before they tip their hat to God. Lord, thank You for the edges.
Abraham planted a tree to celebrate the event. A well was a good place to
plant trees; there was water to keep them alive. Every time Abraham would see
this tree, he’d remember God kept His word; he now owned some land. Just as
the tree was kept alive by the water of Beersheba, Abraham’s hope was kept
alive by the “sign” from God that one day his children would own the promise
land. Has God ever kept a promise to you? How did you worship? Lord, I
worship You for every promise You’ve kept.
Think of a traveler struggling through the desert, then seeing in the distance a
green live tree. Something alive in the desert! How did he feel? Hope . . .
enthusiasm . . . happiness . . . grateful . . . and confident he had made it through
the barren place. Maybe God has some trees to encourage you in the desert.
Maybe God has a well at Beersheba to satisfy your thirst. But don’t just look for
a tree in your desert, look for Him. Beersheba is about God; it’s not just a
location, and it’s not about physical water. It’s about God keeping His word.
Thank You Lord for Your faithfulness.
Abraham worshipped the Lord, calling Him El Olam, the everlasting Lord.
This is a new name for God, El Olam. The Psalmist used this name to describe
God, “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the
earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God” (Ps.
90:2). Abraham recognized that before God created the desert and sand dunes
and mountains, God existed. God was alive before Abraham dug a hole in the
ground. When Abraham worshipped God, the well and tree motivated him to
glorify God; and not the reverse. God had promised Abraham the land, but God
was much more important than the land. He is El Olam, the Everlasting God.
Some of the old rabbis point out that the word Olam also means secret or
hidden. There’s much more about God that we don’t know, and He does things
without telling us or letting us in on what He’s doing. God is the silent God who
hides some of His actions from us. We’re human and He is God. And if He told
us, we probably couldn’t understand. Lord, I trust You when I don’t know what’s
happening.
Abraham worshipped El Olam, the God who doesn’t tell us everything.
Aren’t you glad you don’t know all that He knows? Why? Because you couldn’t
do anything about the situation, you’d only worry. Respond like Abraham,
worship the God who has been here forever. Worship the God who doesn’t tell
you everything. Then worship your God when He gives you a little picture of
what He’s doing. Lord, I worship You El Olam of Beersheba at the edge of the
desert.

Today’s Reading: Genesis 21:22-34

Date Read
DAY 26
Passing the Test
“Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and
said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then He said, “Take
now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains
of which I shall tell you’”—Genesis 22:1-2.
Abraham was sound asleep when God woke him up. God spoke to him,
telling him what to do. It was a gut-wrenching command. Abraham rubbed his
eyes to see if he were asleep, thinking, “Is this a bad dream?” Sometimes God
asks us to do an impossible task, usually only once in a lifetime. And this was
Abraham’s once in a lifetime crisis.
Abraham quietly sneaked out of the tent. He didn’t want to explain his
destination to Sarah. He didn’t want trouble from his wife. He awakened Isaac,
got the servants, packed and left for Beersheba, heading for the high mountain
country. Lord, help me follow You when I don’t know where I’m going and I
don’t know what I’ll do.
When our teachers test us, we’re not promoted if we fail. When our boss
tests us, we lose our job if we fail. When Satan tests us, we lose our service for
God if we fail. What about being tested by God, what do we lose if we fail? Do
we lose our spirituality? Our peace? Our intimacy? Have you ever been tested
by God? Lord, find me faithful.
Who does God test? He tests His best; those who walk closest to Him. If
you’re not very spiritual, you’re probably experiencing testing; but not from God.
Maybe from your enemies, or from your old nature. Your testing measures your
spirituality like a thermometer tells if you’re sick. But, when your testing comes
from God, you know you’re walking with God.
Why? Look at a baby. Parents love, protect and encourage a baby to grow.
It’s only when the child begins to monitor himself that parents begin “testing”
him to teach self-discipline. When a growing child is “tested,” it’s to see if the
child can walk, or will it fall. In these kinds of tests, the parents help the child
achieve excellence. And of course the parents get a great deal of satisfaction
when the child successfully passes a test, i.e., when it walks. It’s the same with
you. God doesn’t always test you when you’re first saved; you need His love and
protection from pressures. But as His child, you will eventually be tested to see
if you can walk. God wants to lift you to a higher level of discipline and a higher
attainment in life. Next, you’ll have to run, then climb; then do it repeatedly.
And when you successfully pass any test, you’ll rejoice. What about God? He’ll
get fulfillment in identifying with your commitment. God loves to see you walk
in the Spirit, then run for Him. God, help me grow through my test.
Just as worship is your test, when you pass a spiritual test of worship, God is
magnified in your achievement. Testing and worship have the same goal. Have

you magnified God through the test lately? Lord, help me worship You because
of my test.
Maybe you haven’t had any trials or tests? You will. James tells us, “My
brethren, count it all joy when you fall into different types of tests or trials”
(James 1:2, Author’s Translation). This verse tells us, “You will surely fall into
a test,” not “if” you are tested, but “when” you are tested. Lord, make me ready
for the tests that are coming.
So, Abraham was close enough to God that he obeyed when awakened in the
night with a chilling command. Why? Abraham knew the life of faith was not
relaxing in a bed of roses. Living by faith involves the challenge of one trial
after another. As you journey into intimacy with God, it doesn’t get any easier.
There will always be another trial. But each successful triumph brings you
deeper joy. As you become more like God, you become more confident to
understand what He is doing in your life. Lord, I want to be more godly.
As Abraham left Beersheba with Isaac, he didn’t ask, “Why this test?”
Abraham didn’t try to substitute this difficult test for an easier one, i.e., “take all
my money,” or “take away my health.” As Abraham had walked all his life, so
now he walked obediently toward Mount Moriah, the destination of this most
difficult test of all.
Do you sometimes complain to God about all the ways He tests you? Go
back to examine what James says, “When you fall into different types of testing.”
See the word “different.” There are many types of tests. In school you faced
tests that were short answer, essay, and multiple choices. In athletics you faced
time tests, endurance tests, precision tests, coordination tests, etc. God has a lot
more tests than you faced in school, sports, or a combination of all tests put
together. Why? Because He wants to work in a lot more areas of your life than
just sports, or just athletics. He cares about every area of your life. Since God is
testing for a higher eternal good, it only figures His tests are more demanding,
more intense, more compelling; yet more rewarding. Lord, my old nature rebels
against tests, help me to be faithful.
What test has God put you through? Were you surprised that God knew your
specific weakness? He knows just the test you need to give you victory over a
“weight” that pulls you down. Remember how you were complaining when God
was squeezing that “weight?” You thought you couldn’t live without that
“weight.” Then you cried because it hurt when God cut it off. You even thought
God was cruel because He cut you to the heart. But He’s wants a pure heart from
you, not a heart weighed down with sin or distraction. Lord, I want to be wholly
Thine.
Abraham took Isaac to the top of Moriah—full obedience. He bound his son
and lifted the knife to slay Isaac—full obedience. But God stopped him because
God saw the obedience of Abraham’s heart. The thing that was closest to
Abraham was his son. But now Abraham was willing to sacrifice the final
barrier that stood between the heart of Abraham and the heart of God. Let God
remove the final thing that stands between your heart and God’s heart. Lord,
nothing between.

Today’s Reading: Genesis 22:1-14

Date Read
DAY 27
Closer To God Than Ever Before
“And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide;
as it is said to this day ‘In the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided’”
–Genesis 22:14.
Abraham stood in obedience on the top of Mount Moriah, he obediently
came to the spot God directed. He obediently bound Isaac on the altar as God
had directed. Abraham obediently picked up the knife to sacrifice his son as God
had directed. He would have done what God directed, only God Himself
interrupted. Lord, may I listen when You say, “Stop!”
Some interruptions in your Christian life are divinely inspired. You start out
to teach, or to minister, or to obey God in a project, and then He stops you. Can
you tell the difference between a divine “stop” and a satanic barrier? Do you
know the difference between the voice of the Holy Spirit and the voice of your
ego saying, “Give up?” When the Spirit speaks, He is clear and singularly
minded. The ego is usually confused with duplication. If you’re not sure what to
do, it’s not the voice of God. Lord, I listen for Your voice.
Why did God stop Abraham? Was it because He didn’t want Isaac killed?
Was it because He didn’t plan to raise Isaac from the dead? Not those reasons.
God explained why He stopped Abraham. “For now I know that you fear God,
since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me” (Gen. 22:12).
The key phrase is “from Me.” God stopped Abraham because he did not
withhold anything from God. God wants you to put everything on the altar, just
as Abraham put his only son on the altar. Lord, I will not let anything stand
between you and me.
Why? Because God put His only son on the cross for you. When Abraham
was explaining to Isaac what he was doing, there’s a little phrase that Abraham
said, “God will provide himself a lamb” (Gen. 22:8, KJV). While Abraham
meant the Lord would supply a lamb that day, the phrase prophetically looks
forward to Calvary when God provided Himself, in the form of Jesus the Lamb
of God, as a sacrifice for the sins of the world. That was grace; the opposite of
what we deserve. That was mercy; the opposite that we expect. This was love;
God providing Himself for us. Lord, I accept Your grace.
At that moment Abraham heard the frantic cry of an animal caught in a bush.
Abraham sacrificed the animal that God provided in the place of Isaac. In
gratitude Abraham called that place Jehovah-Jireh, i.e, The Lord will provide.
The name Jehovah-Jireh is also translated, The mount where the Lord will be
seen. Isn’t that a wonderful truth? In the place where Abraham is tested the
greatest is the place where Abraham sees the Lord the clearest. Maybe we could
say Jehovah-Jireh is the place where Abraham best sees the Lord’s love for him.
When you go through your deepest trial, it is a place where you can see God best.

What are you seeing now? Lord, help me not look at what I’ll lose but what
You’ll supply.
JEHOVAH-JIREH was the biblical reference posted over the entrance to the
China Inland Mission headquarters in London, England, during the last century.
Because God had provided financial support over and over, the leaders could
only admit the Lord will provide. Why don’t you let everyone know that you,
like Abraham, have put all on the altar and that God supplies every need? Lord, I
write JEHOVAH-JIREH over my heart.
Some believers have a lot of needs. They need money, they need health, they
need comfort or they need guidance. They have broken spirits, broken bodies
and financially they are broke. There’s nothing wrong with being penniless or
sick, but it’s wrong when your spirit is destroyed by lack of money or poor
health. Those who allow something to destroy their courage haven’t learned the
lesson of Jehovah-Jireh. You want God to supply and so you fast and pray. But
God doesn’t answer. Why? Because you haven’t placed everything on the altar
and raised the knife, willing to sacrifice your Isaac. You must put to death the
one thing that stands between your heart and God’s heart. When God sees you
have “crucified” the “weight” that sits on the throne of your heart, then JehovahJireh provides the symbolic lamb. You have to sacrifice first, before you can
learn the secret of supply. So, don’t pray harder and don’t fast longer, but
sacrifice deeper. Lord, teach me what You mean in Philippians 4:19, “My God
shall supply all your needs” (Phil. 4:19).
But most people just think about getting money and things for God.
Remember Jehovah-Jireh also means The mount where the Lord will be seen.
The wonderful truth of Jehovah-Jireh is seeing God. There were many times in
Abraham’s life when God appeared to give Abraham directions, protection and
comfort. God even appeared to call a wayward Abraham back to Himself. But
on Mount Moriah, Abraham and God look deep into the soul of the other. On
Mariah there were no hindrances between the heart of God and the heart of
Abraham. Now Abraham, the old patriarch who has walked with God all these
years and has sacrificed all for God, sees God as the One who sacrificed for him.
His son Isaac was not a bleeding corpse on Moriah, it was God’s son whose
blood flowed for the sins of the world. Lord, help me appreciate what You’ve
done for me.
The name Jehovah-Jireh is about seeing God, and knowing Him intimately.
When you come to Mount Moriah to see Jehovah-Jireh, it’s not about feeling
blessed, or feeling happy, or even feeling holy. It’s about seeing the Lord
Himself. And what do you see? You see a God who loves you more than you
love Him. You see a God who sacrifices for you, more than you sacrifice to
Him. When you have fully yielded everything to Him, you step into His heart.
Lord, I want to be closer to You.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 22:14-24

Date Read
DAY 28
Coming to the End of My Faith-Journey

“When Sarah was 127 years old, she died . . . . There Abraham mourned
and wept for her”—Gen. 23: 1, 2, NLT.

Sarah died and Abraham had two responses. First, he mourned; this is
inward remorse. Second, he wept; outward grief. It’s normal for an inward and
outward response when you lose a loved one. The closer the person was to you,
and the more they were a part of your life; the more you will miss them. We are
never prepared for the crisis of death, even though it is inevitable; so mourning
and weeping prepares us to go on with our life.
God had promised Abraham a son; now the mother of that son died. God
had promised Abraham that he and his descendents would inherit the land of
Canaan. Now it looks like that won’t happen because Sarah died and it looks like
Abraham will die and his descendents will have to inherit the land. A death
makes you look at your life more seriously.
Think of an amputee who loses an arm. Every time they want to do
something that previously involved the arm, it’s gone. A part of their physical
life is gone, and they miss it. They can no longer use it. The same way with a
loved one; you miss them and you can’t do things with them any longer. So
death means you lose a part of yourself. Gone!
You should bury your loved one properly. Abraham, “leaving her body”
(Gen. 23:3), went to the people who owned the property where he was living in
tents. He bargained to buy a proper burial place for Sarah. At first one of the
landowners wanted to “loan” Abraham a grave. But that wouldn’t do. Abraham
wanted to buy a permanent place to bury his wife. After serious negotiations, a
price was arranged (Gen. 23:7-16).
The Bible contains some technical language describing the burial spot. This
was probably an ancient Hittite land deed. These details are included in the Bible
to show how carefully Abraham bought property for a grave. Death was
important to Abraham and the deaths of our loved ones should also be important
to us. Living by faith requires that we live daily in light of our death (or the
rapture) and that we properly respond to the death of others.
Everyone must die, some expectedly because they’ve been struggling with
cancer. Others die unexpectedly, snuffed out in an automobile accident. How
will you go?
People die in different ways. Some choose to die early because they are in
pain, they won’t take a prescription to prolong their life. Some die unwittingly
because they won’t lose weight or quit smoking. Some die as victims of crime.
Some flirt with death by their fast dangerous driving. What will take your life?

Some have confidently faced martyrdom for Christ. Others cry and beg for
their life because they are afraid to die. Some die dejectedly because they
haven’t fulfilled their ambitions. Others die fearfully because they are not sure
where they are going after death. What is your attitude toward death?
Charles Spurgeon, preacher of the world’s largest church in the 1800s, is
reported to have said, “You are invincible until God has finished with you.” So
no matter how you die, or when you die, God will not bring you home until your
time on earth is finished. Lord, make me ready when You are ready.
At the end of the journey of faith, the Word of God should be just as
important as in the daily walk. If they walked daily by faith (2 Cor. 5:7), it is
essential we recognize they died in faith. Remember Job said, “And after my
skin is destroyed, this I know that in my flesh I shall see God” (Job 19:26). They
are in the presence of God; you must believe it and act on it.
How did someone you loved die? Death was not a cruel execution that
snatched their life away. Jesus said, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and receive you to Myself” (John 14:3). They met Jesus in
death; He came to receive them, not just to take them to a place like Heaven: but
Jesus came to receive them to Himself. Then Jesus promised, “That where I am,
there ye may be also” (John 14:3, KJV).
Death is walking through the valley of the shadow of death. That journey
scares us because we naturally don’t know what’s in the dark. No one wants to
die, and everyone has some apprehension about dying. But look at the promise,
“Even when I walk through the dark valley of death, I will not be afraid, for you
are close beside me” (Ps. 23:4, NLT).
Why should death not frighten us? Because the Lord is with us; He is with
us before we die, as we die, and after our heart stops beating. The King James
Version that many learned as a kid promises, “Thou art with me” (Ps. 23:4, KJV).
Thank You, Lord, for eternal life; I know You’ll be with me in death.
Why do shadows scare us? They are only illusions, places we can’t see.
They scare us because they are dark and we don’t trust places and things we can’t
see. But if the Lord is there, then there’s light in the dark grave of death. When
we step into death, we come out into glory on the other side. There’s lots of light
in glory. The secret to the end of this journey is the same secret you needed
every step of the journey—faith. Remember, faith is taking God at His word. So
you must believe what God said about death, “I will receive you to myself” (John
14:3).
By faith Abraham buried Sarah, and eventually Abraham would die in faith.
“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth” (Heb. 11:13). They were not looking for an
earthly reward for their faith. “They were looking for a better place, a heavenly
homeland” (Heb. 11:16, NLT).
Today’s Reading: Genesis 23

Date Read
DAY 29
Digging Wells When You End Up in the Desert

“From there Isaac moved to Beersheba, where the LORD appeared to
him on the night of his arrival . . . . Then Isaac built an altar there and
worshiped the LORD. He set up his camp at that place, and his servants
dug a well” –Genesis 26:23-25, NLB.

Why is it that children copy their parents, and do the same thing? Children
try to win the same battles and suffer the same addictions. This chapter tells
much about Isaac, but when we read about Isaac, we are reminded he is his
father’s son. Abraham’s wife was barren, so was Isaac’s son’s wife, Rebekah.
Isaac, like his father, needed divine intervention for the birth of a son. But Isaac
had two sons; just as did his father, Abraham. Both fathers had a rebellious son
and an obedient son. When a famine hit, Isaac wanted to run to Egypt like his
father; but God stopped him. So Isaac ended up living among the Philistines.
Then Isaac lied, saying his wife was his sister, just as his father Abraham lied.
Today’s lesson centers on Isaac fighting with the Philistines over the
possession of his wells, just as his father fought over them.
But Isaac was meeker than his father—maybe not meeker but more
cowardly—because Isaac gave the Philistines the well and moved on. When
Isaac dug another well, the Philistines came to take away that one also. With
each move, Isaac removed himself farther away from good pastureland. He was
being pushed into the desert. Isaac let his enemy intimidate him in spite of the
fact God had promised the land to his father, Abraham. Wasn’t God able to
defend him in a battle, even against superior numbers? Lord, why am I afraid of
people?
Has someone or something you considered an enemy ever pushed you
around? Remember, Isaac wanted to run to Egypt, but God wouldn’t let him run
there. Why? Because Egypt is a sign of the world and God didn’t want Isaac
compromising his godly walk with worldly activities. Also, living among
Egypt’s multitudes, Isaac couldn’t build a separate, unique nation. Israel would
have been swallowed up in Egypt and God’s plan swallowed up with them.
Lord, help me understand why You sometimes say “no.”
Can you see God’s great plan being developed by Isaac’s cowardice? Isaac
is running away, but an unseen God is calling the plays out of sight. God wants
His people separate, so Isaac runs. God wants His people shut up to Himself, so
Isaac ends up alone in the desert at Beersheba exactly where his father ended up.
Lord, when I run away from You, catch me.
Can you see God drawing a blueprint for your life through your failures, and
reticence? When you can’t look forward to see what God will do in the future,
look back. When you look backwards to see a winding path that brought you to

the present, then maybe you’ll understand God’s purpose in your life. And as
you look in the rear view mirror, you’ll strengthen your faith to look forward.
Understanding how God has worked in your past life will help you understand
the pages of the future. Lord, teach me the future through my past failures.
Are you stranded out in the desert? In the desert there’s no one around, not
much to eat, no trees, no mountains, and no beauty. It was night when Isaac left
the last sign of civilization as the desert swallowed up everything. If this is a
time of darkness, don’t despair. If God has led you into black hopeless places,
God is there, “And the LORD appeared to him the same night” (Gen. 26:24).
When you end up in “the valley of the shadow of death,” remember the promise
“You are with me.” Lord, in the darkness be with me.
What’s the first thing you should do when you end up at the last spot on
earth? You should do what Isaac did; you should worship God. First, Isaac built
an altar, not for its beauty, or its devotional effect; He wanted to make sure he
was right with God. Build an altar, not to impress God, but to get in fellowship
with God. Build an altar to shed blood and cover your sins because only through
blood can you be sure you are on God’s side; but more importantly, that God is
on your side. Lord, it is the middle of the night and I come to You.
When you have been driven into the desert, money can’t do much to help
you; there’s no place to spend it. Position, or even family heritage won’t help
you in the dark desert. Only God can help you in the desert. So stop . . .
sacrifice . . . plead the blood. Make sure God is with you. If not, you can die in
the desert. Lord, I come to You through the blood.
Isaac worshipped. Wow, what faith! Isaac didn’t complain to God about the
aggressive Philistines driving him into the desert. He didn’t pray about the
famine. He didn’t lament the loss of lush mountains or flowing streams. He
didn’t even pray for water. Isaac worshipped. What can you do when you end
up in the desert? Lord, I worship.
When you get in problem-places, the first thing you want is relief. How can I
get out of here? You pack up your tent and run. No one likes to live in the midst
of problems. But look at Isaac. He pitched his tent at Beersheba and settled
down. Why there? Not just because he was shy and retiring. No! Isaac made
his camp at Beersheba because God led him there. If God has led you into a hard
place, can you settle down there? Would it make a difference if you knew God
was there and has led you to the desert? I’ll go anywhere with You, Lord.
After worship, what does Isaac do? He settles in for the long haul, “His
servants dug out the well.” We can hear Isaac giving orders as he arises from his
knees, “Alright men, let’s dig the sand out of this well.” Maybe sand storms had
covered up the well. Maybe vicious nomadic tribes had tried to cover it up to
save the water for themselves. Maybe time had just plugged up the well. It
doesn’t make any difference why the well was filled with dirt. You, like Isaac,
have to do something about it. Isaac didn’t pray for God to clean out the well.
Nor did Isaac ask God to give him water by another source. He took the
initiative; he dug the well. What would you have done? After you worship,
you’ve got to roll up your sleeves and go to work. If today you’re in the desert,

what must you do? First worship God, then get up from your knees and go to
work. You need water. “It came to pass that same day, Isaac’s servants came
and told him . . . ‘we have found water’” (Gen. 26:32). Ah, Lord, this water is
good.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 25

Date Read
DAY 30
Running From God Till He Catches You
“Then he (Jacob) dreamed, and behold a ladder was set up on the earth,
and its top reached to heaven . . . And behold, the LORD stood above it
and said: ‘ I am the LORD . . . Behold, I am with you and will keep you
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land” –Genesis 28:12,
13, 15.
Rebekah overheard her oldest son Esau threaten to kill her youngest son
Jacob, “Run quickly,” she warned Jacob. So he ran away from an angry brother,
running to save his life. Jacob was in trouble of his own making. Why?
Because he tricked his brother Esau out of the birthright. When the older brother
was famished, Jacob refused to give his brother some red bean stew until he got
the birthright. That gave Jacob the right to be the spiritual head of the family
when his father Isaac died.
Next, Jacob swindled Esau out of the blessing. Young Jacob dressed in
gloves and a skin coat to appear “hairy” like his brother. He then spiced up
broiled lamb to taste like venison to trick his father. Isaac was old with faltering
eyesight, so he was not sure who he was blessing. He said, “The hands are
Esau’s, but the voice is Jacob.” But Isaac blessed Jacob anyway. The blessing
meant Jacob got a double portion of money when Isaac died. No wonder Esau
wanted to kill Jacob. Have you ever been in trouble of your own making? Are
you in bondage that you made with your own hands? Maybe not sin, but you’ve
got trouble that is self-inflicted. Are you going to run away as Jacob ran away?
Go ahead and run, but remember you can’t hide from God. Lord, help me when I
can’t help myself.
How did Jacob feel when he was running for his life? He was frightened by
every strange noise behind him, thinking Esau was chasing him.. He was lonely .
. . empty . . . and hopeless. No house, no tent, no plans. When the sun went
down, Jacob stopped walking and lay down on the spot. He arranged a stone for
a pillow, and then went to sleep. The Lord found Jacob sleeping on the top of a
gigantic rock near Bethel. Lord, find me when I run from You.
There’s no place to hide that the Lord can’t find you. Part of being found is
your willingness to be found. The same way with deliverance. Part of being
delivered is being willing to be delivered. When God appeared to Jacob, he paid
attention. Can God find you? Lord, I will pay attention when You come to me.
Jacob had a dream and saw a ladder, it reached to Heaven. God didn’t take
him to Heaven, nor did God tell Jacob He would get rid of the problem, or get rid
of Esau. Even though Jacob met God, he still had a problem—of his own
making—but God began to teach Jacob how to handle his problems. Look at the
ladder. It goes to Heaven, but if you know anything about a ladder, you must
climb it. You must take the initiative; you must do something. Most Bible
scholars teach Jesus is the ladder to Heaven, but you must climb the ladder by

putting your trust in Him (John 14:6). Go back to revisit your decision to accept
Jesus Christ, you took the first step in getting rid of your problem. Lord, I’m
coming back to You.
In that dream, Jacob heard the statement, “I am the Lord.” Those were
reassuring words for a vagabond who’s running for his life. If the Lord came to
you, would He have to tell you who He is? Would you know it’s the Lord?
Jacob had been up to his tricks so long, he couldn’t tell who was at the top of the
ladder. His father was Isaac, and his mother was Rebekah—people of faith—
why hadn’t they taught him to recognize the Lord? Lord, help me recognize
Your voice.
Sometimes when you’ve sinned, like when Jacob tricked his brother then lied
to his father, you don’t want to go near a church. You don’t want to talk to a
minister and you surely don’t want to confront God. You don’t want God
anywhere near you. But here was the Lord standing at the top of a ladder in
Heaven saying, “I’ll be with you.” Jacob was running from God; he couldn’t get
away from God. Lord, I’ll climb.
What did God mean when He said “I’ll be with you?” Was God telling the
trickster He’d keep him from playing tricks on others? No! Did God promise to
keep him from sinning? No! God promised to be with Jacob and to keep him
wherever he went. That’s protection! Lord, I need for You to be with me.
Not only would God keep Jacob, He promised to bring him back to the land;
a safe round trip ticket. Now Jacob could confidently leave home, go stay with
his uncle and cousins. He had the promise that God would grant him safe
passage there and back home.
If you’re facing some trouble and you’re afraid like Jacob, you need God. If
you’re running away like Jacob, what you need is the presence of the Lord in
your life. Do you know how to find Him? Do you know how to recognize Him?
Do you need His guarantee that He’ll get you safely to Heaven? Your real home
is living with God, and He’s promised to take you there (John 14:1-4). So why
are you fearful? Turn over and go to sleep on your rock. God help me take care
of my problem.
Jacob came to that spot called Bethel, afraid of Esau, afraid of his own
shadow. He was a young kid running away from home on a long journey and
alone. No wonder he was frightened. When he woke up, “He was afraid and
said, ‘How awesome is this place!’” (Genesis 28:17). Now Jacob was afraid of
God, he was no longer afraid of circumstances or his brother. Men can only beat
you up and throw you prison, but God can throw you in Hell. When God
torments you, that’s really bad trouble. Lord, I do fear You.
Jacob left Bethel with a new God-consciousness. He had met God and he
had the promise of divine protection. What more could Jacob want? We could
wish the story were perfect, that Jacob never resorted to his old ways again. But
Jacob, like most of us, kept having trouble with Jacob. He went back to tricking
people. But eventually God appeared to him and brought him back to Bethel,
back to the place where he first met God. Look carefully around for the place

where you first met God. Like Jacob, you’ll come back to meet Him again. Yes
Lord, I will return.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 28

Date Read
DAY 31
Meeting God
“So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: ‘For I have seen God
face to face, and my life is preserved’”—Genesis 32:30.
Some events in life absolutely change your future destiny: a chance meeting
with the person you eventually marry, or an unexpected conversation that
transforms your self-image into a person different than you’ve been. That
happened to Jacob at Peniel, he met God and was never the same. Lord, I
remember encountering You years ago, I need it again.
Look at Jacob. He had been a trickster, a shyster, a person no one trusted.
Jacob tricked his brother Esau out of the family leadership, then out of the family
inheritance. When Esau threatened to kill him, Jacob ran away to the Euphrates
Valley to live 20 years with Uncle Laban. Life was both good and bad for Jacob
in his uncle’s house. Laban tricked him into first marrying Leah, before he could
marry beautiful Rachel the one he loved. Rachel was barren so Leah gave him
sons, so did her handmaiden and the handmaiden of Rachel. Jacob had ten
unruly sons who wound up lying, murdering, and eventually selling their
youngest brother Joseph into slavery. Before Jacob left the Euphrates River
valley, he had an on-going feud with his Uncle Laban over the wages he earned
taking care of Laban’s herds.
So Jacob sneaked away from his uncle with all his family and his possessions
to return to the Promised Land. Laban heard Jacob had run away, so he pursued
him. Jacob faced death as he came to Peniel. Laban was chasing Jacob from
behind with evil intent because Jacob had sneaked off with his money and idols.
Jacob was afraid his uncle would kill him. Then Jacob’s servants reported his
brother Esau was coming to meet him with 400-armed men. Jacob remembered
Esau had vowed to kill him. Jacob was trapped in the Jabbok River gorge, a
narrow valley with steep walls. If Jacob were by himself, he could climb the
canyon walls and escape. But Jacob brought everything he owned on this
journey: herds, servants, wives, and children—no way they could escape.
When you’re hemmed into a trap, what can you do? You do what Jacob did,
turn to God for help. He left wives, children and a few servants in the main
camp; then crossed over the Jabbok River. He pitched a small tent and entered
the tent alone to meet God. He expected to spend the night in prayer, not
wrestling. Maybe Jacob saw the shadow from the moon of a man reflected on
the tent. Thinking it was Laban or Esau, Jacob jumped the dark figure as he
entered the tent. But the stranger was not Jacob’s opponent; it was the Angel of
the Lord—a Christophany. It was the Lord Himself who entered the tent.
Inside the dark tent, Jacob didn’t know if his opponent had a knife or other
weapon. He didn’t know it was the Angel of the Lord. Jacob pinned his
opponent as he had done many times when wrestling with shepherds in the field.

His body was strong from many wrestling matches; his mind and instincts were
quick from many victories. Jacob grabbed his opponent and wouldn’t let go.
This may have been the longest wrestling match in Jacob’s life. He hung on
all night, fearful his stalker had a weapon to kill him. He probably prayed for
divine help. He might have even made promises to serve Jehovah if he could win
the fight.
Maybe Jacob knew his opponent was God. Some have suggested it was not
physical wrestling, but spiritual wrestling. Maybe Jacob was interceding to God
all night. When you face dangers, remember what Paul said, “For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). Have you ever prayed so hard that it was as
exhausting as wrestling? Whatever Jacob did, it changed his life. Lord, I’ve had
those fearful encounters with evil but I need You.
When you intercede to God, have you ever begged Him for something?
Jacob went beyond begging. He demanded a blessing from God. The Angel of
the Lord said, “Let me go.” Jacob must have been strong to keep the Angel of
the Lord pinned down all night. Jacob said, “I will not let You go unless You
bless me” (Gen. 32:26). Lord, I need that kind of boldness.
To get free, the Lord touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh—a nerve—and
from that day on, Jacob limped. Do you have any battle scars from wrestling
with God? From that day on, every time Jacob winced in pain from his sore
thigh, he remembered the night He met God. Lord, I would endure anything if
You touched me.
Jacob’s name was changed that night to reflect a change in his character.
The Lord asked, “What is your name?” What could he answer but “Jacob”?
Now remember the name Jacob means surplanter or deceiver. Would you like a
name that made people think you told lies or deceived them? That night God
gave Jacob a new name, “Israel” which means “Prince with God.” His children
would be called “the children of Israel.” His land would be called “the land of
Israel.” Lord, I want to be Your prince.
How did Jacob know that he met God? Oh, he knew! Everyone who meets
God knows it. If you have to ask what’s it like to meet God, that means you
probably didn’t meet Him. Jacob called the place Penuel, the place he met God
and his life was preserved. Lord, I need to meet You.
If you meet God, others will know it. The next morning Jacob limped.
When he returned to his camp the people asked, “Why are you limping?” He had
to tell them about the all-night wrestling match with the Lord. Actually, Jacob
thought he won the match because he pinned the Lord and wouldn’t let Him up.
If that was his victory, it was a shallow victory. The Lord won! Every time
Jacob hobbled or limped, he was reminded of what God did. Because he was
changed, God won the battle. Because he had a new name Israel, God got what
He wanted. Lord, do what You’ve got to do to make me a dedicated follower of
Jesus Christ.

“Just as he crossed over Penuel the sun rose on him” (Gen. 32:31). Do you
see that man limping through the shallow water of the Jabbok River? That’s
Jacob. See the sun coming over the mountains? That’s God giving him a new
beginning. He’s not limping because he’s tired; he’s limping because he met
God. Lord, I want to touch You, but more importantly; I want You to touch me.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 32

Date Read
DAY 32
An Enemy Locked in Your Heart
“Then he crossed over before them and bowed himself to the ground
seven times, until he came near to his brother. But Esau ran to meet him
Jacob went on ahead. As he approached his brother, he bowed low seven
times before him. Then Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell
on his neck and kissed him, and they wept”—Genesis 33:3-4.

Is there someone who has harmed you? Hurt you deeply? Do you have an
enemy you have difficulty forgiving because he has not changed? Your enemy
would harm you again given the same circumstances. What can you do? Jesus
taught us to pray, “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” (Matthew
6:12). Remember a debt is something that is legally owed. This means the other
person owes you an apology . . . owes money . . . owes restitution; but they won’t
pay. What do you do? You must forgive them anyway. Lord, that’s hard to do.
When Jacob was younger, he tricked his older brother Esau into giving him
the birthright, i.e., the legal title to the family inheritance. The older brother,
Esau, had been hunting and was ravenously hungry. It’s obvious that Jacob
cheated his older brother when he had him at a disadvantage. It’s obvious that
Esau gave into his fleshly desires. Jacob’s deceptive ways surfaced again. When
their father Isaac was about to die, Jacob again tricked his father into giving him
the family blessing. As a result, “Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing . . .
and Esau said in his heart . . . ‘Then I will kill my brother Jacob’” (Gen. 27:41).
Anger burned in Esau’s eyes, while Jacob was afraid of being killed. Jacob ran
for his life.
Twenty years later when they met again, Esau had a band of 400 men
heading up the Jabbok River pass, straight towards Jacob. Jacob had two wives,
children, servants, and a menagerie of livestock because he had become a
wealthy man. But a dead man cannot spend money. Jacob couldn’t turn and run;
because his father-in-law Laban was behind him. At Mizbah, Laban drew a line
in the sand because he was angry with his conniving son-in-law, “If you cross
this line, and come back here, I’ll kill you” (Gen. 31:29, Author’s Translation).
If Jacob went back, he faced death, if he went forward he’d meet his brother Esau
coming toward him who had vowed to kill him. What is he going to do? Jacob
couldn’t escape to the right or the left because the river canyon goes straight up
on both sides. Lord, I don’t want anyone to hate me.
Jacob fell on his face before Esau, humbly seeking forgiveness and
reconciliation with his brother. He could do this because Jacob had just
encountered God at Peniel. He was a different man. The transformed Jacob
literally melted the embittered heart of Esau. And what happened? Esau ran to
meet his brother, and embraced him in tears.

Do you realize how dangerous it is for you to hate someone so deeply that
you never forgive him? When you lock that sinful person up in your heart, you
lock up bitterness and anger in your soul. As long as you keep your sinful enemy
locked in your heart, you’re filled with sin. That enemy in your heart will keep
you in emotional bondage, and you will be spiritually shackled to them until you
do something about it. They may have sinned, but you are suffering the
consequences. Lord, I don’t want to hate anyone.
Forgiveness is God’s key to unlock the prison that keeps your enemy bound
up in your heart. The key is in your hand, use it today to forgive them. Freedom
is only a choice away. Lord, I want freedom.
But you still feel it is “right” to be angry. You feel it’s more important to be
“angry” than to be forgiven. Have you forgotten what it feels like to be “clean”
and in perfect harmony with every person on earth? But you say, “If I let them
off the hook, they’ll get away.” The problem is that they have YOU on the hook.
But still you argue, “If I forgive them, they’ll walk away.” Probably they have
already walked away. They have probably already forgotten about you and the
situation; so, forgive them. Why? Because they’ve already walked away. Your
forgiveness won’t make much different to them; your forgiveness will make all
the difference to you spiritually. Remember, you never forgive someone for their
sake; you forgive them for your sake. Lord, I forgive.
There are many Christians who are “bound” up in the bondage of sin. They
can’t get freedom to walk with God. And they’re not making any spiritual
headway. Maybe that Christian, like you; has a small “closet” of sin. You live in
a large house with many closets, and maybe most of your closets are clean, but
you’ve got that one small closet where you harbor resentment (it’s easy to do).
The key to that closet is only a decision away. Lord, I choose forgiveness.
If you’re not getting answers to prayer, forgiveness may be an unknown
secret you have forgotten. Just as Jesus disarmed Satan when He forgave all sin,
so you exercise control over evil principalities and powers when you forgive
other people.
And after you forgive, you must live in a spirit of forgiveness. Twin
brothers—Esau and Jacob—were as different as night and day. Yet, they were
reconciled by Jacob’s humility. Then they lived together in the promised land in
harmony and they attended their father’s funeral together in agreement. Can you
see yourself in harmony and agreement with your enemy? The key to spiritual
victory is in your hand, use it now! Lord, I want harmony with my enemy.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 33

Date Read
DAY 33
When You’re In A Hole
“But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave
him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison” –Genesis 39:21.
Sometimes God can be with you, but you don’t feel His presence and you
don’t experience Him meeting with you. That happened to Joseph. He was sold
as a slave by his brothers. They didn’t ever expect to hear from Joseph again.
That’s why they deceived their father Jacob, letting the old patriarch think a wild
animal killed Joseph. Here’s the picture: Jacob is grieving over his favorite
son, the ten brothers think they got away with “murder” but in Egypt, “The Lord
was with Joseph.”
Have you ever been in a prison in Egypt, thinking you’ll die in a forsaken
place, having been forsaken by those you love? Oh, you weren’t in an actual
prison, but you’ve been in a dead-end job, or a dead-end town, or a dead-end
church. Like Joseph, you think you’ll die in a hole. Don’t despair, just as God
was with Joseph, He can be with you. Lord, I need help.
What do you do in the hole? Joseph worked hard and his master noticed
him. Joseph was promoted—probably several times—until he was manager of
Potiphar’s entire household. He was responsible for the money, the other slaves,
and the crops. Potiphar wanted Joseph to make money for him, and the young
Jewish boy did just that. What do you do in a hole? Complain? Rebel? Give
up? If Joseph did any of that, he would have died like millions of other slaves in
Egypt and would never have been heard from again. So what are you going to do
now that you’re in a hole? Why don’t you become a Joseph and work yourself to
the top of your hole? Remember you get out of holes from the top, not from the
bottom. Lord, change my attitude about my hole.
How do you get in good with your boss when you’re in a hole? Do what
Joseph did, “His master saw that the LORD was with him” (Gen. 39:3). If you
get on God’s side, then He’ll be near you, as God was with Joseph. This
included Joseph being honest, obedient, but maybe most of all; Joseph was
single-focused in putting God first in his life. Maybe you’re in the bottom of the
hole because you’re denying God. The more you step on God to get Him out of
sight, the more it’ll drag you down deeper in the hole. Put Christ first, no matter
what. Lord, teach me what to do, to get out of my hole.
And if your enemies step on your faith, what have you got to lose? You’re
already in the hole and you can’t go down any further. But if they step on you
because of Christ, then you’ve got God with you. Then like a cork in water,
you’ll rise. Maybe not in their eyes, but you’ll rise in God’s sight and in God’s
protection. You’ll come out on top. Maybe not where you want to be, but where
God wants you to be. Isn’t that the best spot—with Christ—on top with God?
Lord, I want up.

It’s not easy living in a hole. The more Joseph did right, the more he got
knocked down. How many times will you get knocked down before you give
up? Three times? Joseph got knocked down first by his brothers; he lost his
lofty standing in the family and was sold into slavery. But he began to rise;
Potiphar made him a ruler over the other slaves. But he was knocked down a
second time. Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him several times but Joseph
refused her advances. She lied and Joseph ended up in prison. But in prison he
arose again, until he ruled the other prisoners. Then, Joseph correctly interpreted
the dreams of Pharaoh’s baker and butler. When the butler is elevated back to
Pharaoh’s court, he promises to do something for Joseph but didn’t. There’s a
third disappointment. The butler forgot about Joseph. Lord, teach me to look
beyond my disappointments to see You working in my life.
Even with three strikes, Joseph was diligent in prison, and ended up
supervising the other prisoners. Today we call them trustees. Why? Because we
can trust them. The jailors trusted Joseph. If you’re in a hole, then get stepped
on and end up in a much deeper hole—like Joseph—will you have a good
attitude so those around you will trust you? So God will trust you? Lord, show
me how I can change, so I can get out of my hole.
When you’re in a hole, don’t look down; there’s no deliverance in giving up.
Also, a wretched attitude will not help but will hurt you. Look up. Look to God.
“The keeper of the prison did not look into anything that was under Joseph’s
authority, because the LORD was with (Joseph) him” (Gen. 39:23). Lord, help
me see Your hand in my problems.

This third strike lasted two years. After Joseph thought the butler
would get him out, he had two more years in the hole. If he messed up in
those two years, the Lord may have not delivered him. But deliverance
did come. “Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him quickly
out of the dungeon” (Gen. 41:14). When we try to get ourselves out of the
dungeon, it’s usually a slow process. That’s because we’re not as smart as God.
But notice how God does it, “hastily.” Remember, God doesn’t bring you out
hastily because you’ve just served your time. No! God does it hastily because
you were faithful to him in the hole. If you’re in a hole today, be faithful to God.
Lord, I’m surrounded by blackness, come hastily to me.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 39

Date Read
DAY 34
What To Do When God Speaks
“Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Inasmuch as God has shown you all
this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you. You shall be over my
house, and all my people shall be ruled according to your word” –
Genesis 41:39, 40.
When God takes you out of a hole, He does a good job. Look at Joseph. The
teenage boy was sold as a slave into Egypt; but God was with him, because
Joseph had a heart for God. Joseph habitually did the right thing in the right way.
He supervised Potiphar’s house until lies were told on him. Joseph was thrown
in prison, but became trustee of the prisoners.
Joseph correctly interpreted a dream for two prisoners, the king’s baker and
butler. Joseph told everyone the baker would be hanged within three days and
the butler would be restored to the king. It happened the way Joseph predicted,
but the butler forgot his promise to get Joseph out of prison.
Then Pharaoh had a dream of seven fat cows followed by seven skinny cows.
The dream scared Pharaoh; because he knew the dream was from God, and he
knew the dream was important. When Pharaoh told his listeners how the dream
scared him, the butler interrupted to tell of Joseph in prison who correctly
interpreted his dream and predicted his restoration. Hastily, Joseph was called
before the most powerful man on earth—the one they considered a god—but
even there Joseph was bold to give credit to his God. “So Joseph answered
Pharaoh saying, ‘It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace”
(Gen. 41:16). Lord, teach me to be bold for You.
Do you let some people intimidate you? A boss? A politician? A minister?
Don’t let any take away your confidence. Don’t let men impress you. Joseph got
promoted because of who he was—character—not for polishing the big boys’
shoes. What’s it going to take to make Jesus more important to you than any
person on earth? Lord, help me make You the important One in my life.
Read the story carefully. Joseph didn’t try to bargain with Pharaoh or
anyone else to keep him out of prison if he interpreted the dream. After all,
standing in the king’s court is a lot better than prison, i.e., cleaner, better food
and better surroundings. Also, Joseph didn’t complain that he was thrown in
prison unjustly. Nor did he bargain to be sent back home to his father and
people. When Joseph stood before the king, he understood that his life is nothing
in the king’s court, he had no rights. The only thing he could hope for was the
king’s good pleasure. Isn’t that like us when we stand before the King of the
Ages? Lord, teach me it’s not about my agenda, but it’s about Your agenda.
Why did Pharaoh make Joseph supervisor over the food conservation
program of Egypt? He probably heard about Joseph’s management ability in
prison and in Potiphar’s house. But that by itself didn’t get Joseph a promotion.
The fact that Joseph could predict the future helped. Wouldn’t Pharaoh like a
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man on his staff who could tell him what’s coming in the future? Not even that
got him the promotion, although that’s a good enough reason. Joseph got the
promotion because of God; Joseph knew that and Pharaoh knew that. “Pharaoh
said to his servants, ‘Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit
of God’” (Gen. 41:38). There you have it; God is the secret of a promotion. You
may scheme to get a promotion that God doesn’t want you to have, but you won’t
keep it unless it is God’s will. Lord, promote me in Your time, to the place You
want me.
Before getting the interpretation to his dream, the Bible described Pharaoh,
“His spirit was troubled” (Gen. 41:8). This means he was scared to death.
Joseph knew this, just as he knew the dream’s interpretation. So Joseph wanted
to set the king’s mind at ease. Notice what Joseph said before telling the dream’s
interpretation, “God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace” (Gen. 41:16). This is
not “shmoozing” the boss (as the teens say today); Joseph had genuine concern
for Pharaoh. No one walking with God likes to see anyone suffering whether it’s
mental, emotional or physical suffering. Joseph was doing what God would have
him do, and he was rewarded accordingly. Lord, make me sensitive to the needs
of others.
When God gives you a message, be prepared to put it into action. Joseph
started out just telling the king what God said, but he ended up supervising one of
the largest food conservation programs known to man. Joseph conserved all the
excess food for seven years, and then managed food distribution during the next
seven years. Has God spoken to you about a need in your church? Family? His
message to you may be just the first step in His dealings with you. After you
deliver God’s message, you may have to go on to solve the problem, teach the
class, or counsel another. Lord, make me willing to do what You show me that
needs to be done.
Don’t get fixated with being God’s messenger. It’s flattering to tell others
what God wants them to know. You may need to also get your hands dirty,
helping others do what God is saying. You may have to symbolically wash feet.
So, be ready to move beyond being a messenger to become a minister for God.
Not a minister like a pastor of a church, but one who ministers to the needs of
others. That’s what Joseph did. Being a bureaucrat may not sound as glorious as
interpreting dreams, but Joseph served Pharaoh faithfully. He saved many from
starving, including his father and his brothers who once sold him into slavery.
Lord, use me in Your way.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 40-43
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Date Read ____
DAY 35
The Permissive Will of God
“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in
order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive” –
Genesis 50:20.
Did you know that God has a permissive will? These are the things that are
not within God’s purpose, but He supernaturally uses these events for His glory.
Take sickness for instance. God would not make someone sick for He can only
do good things. But God allowed Satan to send boils to Job. God permitted
Job’s calamity to bring glory to Himself. Whatever sickness Paul had, he called
it a “thorn in the flesh.” Whatever physical problem he had, it was painful and
debilitating. Yet the illness made Paul weak in the flesh so he could be strong in
the Spirit. It brought glory to God. God, I don’t want to suffer, but . . .
Joseph’s ten brothers threatened to kill him. Can you imagine how scary that
was? Now remember, “God has not given us a spirit of fear” (2 Tim. 1:7). So
God didn’t put the idea of murder in their hearts. But that experience was
allowed by God. Why? To save many people from starvation. God, I don’t
want to be killed, but . . .
Potiphar’s wife tempted Joseph to have sex with her. That temptation was
not originated by God. “Let no man say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted of
God’: for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone”
(James 1:13). But God allowed Joseph to be tempted to demonstrate the young
man’s character in testing. God used the woman’s jealous rage to get Joseph
thrown into prison, because from prison Joseph met Pharaoh, interpreted his
dream, and ultimately saved the world. God, I don’t want to go to prison, but . . .
When you’re sick, you can’t blame God. He didn’t send it, but God may use
your illness for a purpose you can’t see yet. But when you get sick you
complain, rebel and sometimes blame God. So what have you done? When you
complain about a sickness or reversal you take credit for being smarter than God.
By complaining you’re trying to be the boss of the situation, as though you know
more than anyone else. And when you complain, you’re telling everyone around
you that your world centers around you. Complainers don’t understand God’s
plan for the world, nor does complaining recognize God’s unseen, and sometimes
misunderstood, plan for your life. Lord, forgive me for being a whiner.
It’s important for you to understand God’s permissive will for your life. You
must realize that God allows some problems or sickness to attack you, then you
must accept God’s purpose in your life. It’s easier to suffer when you know
there’s a reason, than it is to suffer aimlessly. A woman going through the
excruciating pain of childbirth can endure it because she’s doing it for the child.
If you or I went through that much pain without any purpose or without knowing
why we were suffering, we might give up and die. Lord, help me understand
why I hurt.
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Look at the first word that Joseph spoke, “But.” When you say “But,” you’re
using a negative that means the opposite of what you expect. Joseph is telling his
ten brothers that they planned evil against him, BUT God used the event for
good. Has that ever happened to you? Someone tried to hurt you, but it was the
best thing that ever happened to you. God wouldn’t have hurt you, yet your
enemy would. BUT GOD used the event for good. The permissive will of God
allowed it to happen for a purpose—His purpose. Lord, help me see Your
permissive will.
Joseph had the right perspective. He looked at bad events through God’s
eyes, to see God’s plans unfolding and to see what God wanted to accomplish.
How do you look at bad luck? Do you think that your life is governed by the
bounce of the ball, or the deal of the cards? Do you think luck or God controls
your life? It’s got to be one or the other. Lord, forgive me for not seeing Your
hand in my past life.
The faith-view is to look for the unseen hand of God in back of
circumstances guiding your life. If you choose the faith-view, you believe God is
sovereign, that He loves you and looks out for your life. But most importantly,
you believe God has a plan for your life, and when you step back to get the longrang perspective, you see His divine hand on the steering wheel. Lord, help me
see it.
But suppose you don’t believe in the permissive will of God. That means
you don’t think God even has a will or plan for your life. That makes you a
believer in fate. So when sickness comes, you only blame germs or you
complain because you got drenched in the rain. You look for natural reasons—
and sickness comes from these—but you don’t see the plan of God in your
trouble.
If you don’t accept the permissive will of God, what does that say about your
self-perception and self-direction? If God is not in the back of circumstances—
good and bad—guiding your life; then are you saying you’re the only one
guiding your life? If that’s what you’re saying, look out! Without God, life can
get lonely. Without God, any trouble can be final. Without God, you’re lost. No
direction. Lord, don’t leave me when circumstances go bad.
Look again at Joseph’s life. He is the eleventh born son in a dysfunctional
family where ten brothers hated him. When Joseph told his brothers about the
dream God gave him, they laughed at him. When Joseph got the coat of many
colors, his brothers hated him for it. He was sold as a slave to Egypt. His
owner’s wife lied about him, and was forgotten in prison. Out of millions of
slaves in a foreign prison, Joseph didn’t have a chance. BUT GOD . . .
Now look again at your life and circumstance. Look at your problems and
search for the hand of God. He hasn’t forgotten about you. He is all-powerful,
and God works his permissive will behind the scenes for you. Lord, come help
me.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 44-50
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Date Read
DAY 36
When Bad Things Happen To Good People
“Satan answered the Lord . . . have You not made a hedge around him
(Job) . . . You have blessed the work of his hands . . . But now, stretch out
Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your
face . . . In all this Job did not sin, nor charge God with wrong” –Job
1:9-11, 22.
Job had life made, he was rich in cattle, servants, houses, and had a
wonderful family. He was well respected, being called “the greatest of all people
of the east” (Job 1:3), probably the eastern section of the Euphrates valley. Job
walked with God, hated evil and was a worshipper. He brought a blood sacrifice
to God for his sins and those of his family. So why did he lose everything?
Satan walks everywhere on this earth (Job 1:7) and he considers everyone
(Job 1:8). That means no matter who you are, where you live, and how much
you’ve been blessed of God; Satan is constantly sizing you up. Why? Satan
wants to tempt you to disobey God (Job 1:9). Notice his strategy, the Devil
doesn’t begin with you, no! He begins by criticizing you to God (Job 1:9). Lord,
protect me from the Evil One.
Job had a wall protecting him from the Evil One. Satan couldn’t get to him.
In a positive way, the wall was God’s blessing. Satan recognized God hands,
“blessed the work of his (Job’s) hands” (Job 1:10). Satan also recognized the
negative, or protective wall when he complained that God had put a “hedge
around him and around his household” (Job 1:10). Satan was complaining
because he hates the way God blesses and protects His own. Lord, I need a
hedge to protect me.
Just as Satan considers you, God also considers His own, He knows all about
you. Why God allowed Satan to talk away Job’s riches is not known. God does
many things that we don’t understand, because His plan is beyond our
understanding. “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and His ways past finding out”
(Rom. 11:33).
Satan wants to get his hands on you. So God allowed Job to lose all his
worldly good, seemingly in a day. He lost all his servants, cattle, work animals,
crops, but most importantly; Job lost his children. The day all of us dread, may
come. We could lose all in day, as did Job. But the most important thing was
Job’s integrity, he still served God. “In all this Job did not sin nor charge God
with wrong” (Job 1:22). God, make me faithful to You, even when I lose all.
Satan was not satisfied, he lost his wager with God. So Satan tried another
approach. He told God, “Touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse
You to Your face” (Job 2:5). God allowed Satan to inflict Job with boils, so
agonizingly painful that Job used a piece of broken pottery to scratch himself.

His wife turned against him saying, “Curse God and die” (Job 2:9). She tempted
him to deny his faith, and she wanted him dead.
Satan can only do what God allows. God still is sovereign, and Satan cannot
stop God’s will from being done. God had done a work in Job’s heart that he
couldn’t deny. Job had confessed his sins over a lamb, then shed its blood for
forgiveness. Job couldn’t deny the presence of God he felt when worshipping.
Anyone who had experienced the reciprocal closeness of the Lord, as they have
attempted to get close to Him, will enjoy God’s presence. They cannot deny the
One who speaks assurance to them. Lord, come near to me as I try to get close to
You.
The life that pleases God is often painful. Sometimes pain is self-inflicted by
the dumb things we do, or by our rebellion to God. Sometimes pain comes
because we are Christians, we must suffer for our faith. At other times pain is
connected with natural living, “Man who is born to trouble, as the sparks fly
upward” (Job 5:7). No one escapes pain, “Man who is born of woman is of few
days and full of trouble” (Job 14:1). So your pain may not be Satan-inspired, nor
is it a test from God. Your pain may be just the life you have to live. Lord, help
me endure pain that I don’t understand.
Lord, I know that Job had Your hedge about his life. That’s what I want
about my life. Send your guardian angels to protect me and my family (Ps.
91:11). I know that trouble will come, help me endure it to Your glory. I am
very weak so I need Your protection from the Evil One. Keep me close to Your
side.
Today’s Reading: Job 1

Date Read
DAY 37
Worship Builds A Hedge
“Job . . . would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings
according to the number of them all (his children) . . . The fire of God
fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and servants . . . Satan
answered the Lord . . . Have You not made a hedge around him, around
his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have
blessed the work of his hands” –Job 1:5, 16, 9-10.
So you’ve come this day to worship God? Good! A lot of good things will
happen because you worship God . . . answer to prayer . . . transformed
personality . . . renew strength . . . etc. But there’s something you get from
worship that you’ve never thought about . . . protection. When you worship God
each day, you’re building a wall of protection around you and your family.
Job sacrificed burnt offerings for his family. He got the blessing of God, but
more importantly, Job got the protection of God. Lord, I come worshipping You
because I need a hedge around my family and me.
God had put a “hedge” around Job’s life so the spiritual forces of Hell
couldn’t harm him. Satan complained to God, “Have You not made a hedge
around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side” (Job
1:10). Did you see that phrase “on every side?” Job was completely defended by
God. Why do you think God did that? Because Job was “blameless and upright,
and one who feared God and shunned evil” (Job. 1:1). The character of Job was
the result of his continual worship. Because the Father seeks worship from His
children (John 4:24), when you worship God, He comes to your home to protect
it from evil. God wants to receive your worship day by day. Maybe you’re
taking a lot of demonic “hits” because you’re not protected by God’s spiritual
“hedge.” You can grow a hedge with daily worship. Lord, I worship You now.
The devil is a thief (John 10:10) so he will enter your house to steal every
good thing you have. Listen to the discussion in heaven. Satan—the accuser of
the brethren—tells God that Job would deny Him if Job’s earthly goods were
taken away. God gave Satan permission to test Job. So the thief took everything
away from Job. What do your possessions mean to you? How much do you
depend on them? If you were broke would you still worship God? Do you
worship God only because He gives you “things?”
If Satan can stop you from worshipping, he can stop anything you want to do
for God. If he can prevent you from worshipping God, he can influence your
life. Have you ever noticed how hard it is to be faithful to your quiet time with
God each day? Sometimes you don’t feel like getting up early, sometimes
“things” get in the way. Sometimes your schedule pressures you so you don’t
take time for worship. Notice the story about Job. When Satan wanted to
destroy Job, he took away the sheep. Satan destroyed the means Job used to
sacrifice to God, for the blood sacrifice is the firs step to worship.

When Satan cut off Job’s worship, he had access to every thing else in Job’s
life, i.e., his home, his servants, his family, his self respect. Satan had cut off
Job’s ability to sacrifice, so Job’s whole life was defenseless. What happens
when you don’t worship? Not only do you lose spiritual power, you let down
your spiritual defenses. Satan is able to roam at will in your life.
Notice how Job’s “test” ended. Job didn’t deny God, he was faithful. But
Job was broke. He didn’t have any sheep to sacrifice. He needed a blood
sacrifice, because “without shedding of blood there is no remission (of sin)”
(Heb. 9:22).
So God told Job’s friends—also called Job’s comforters—to
provide the animal sacrifice. “Take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams,
go to my servant Job . . . and My servant Job shall pray for you” (Job. 42:8).
When worship needs to be re-established, your sins need to be dealt with. So
the critics brought the animals to Job to sacrifice. Lest you think this strange,
think of parents giving their children some money to give to God in Sunday
School. Doesn’t God accept the gift because he sees the gratitude of the children
and the parents? With the shedding of blood the hedge was re-established.
The story of Job begins with a faithful man worshipping God. Then worship
is denied. Job’s friends come to comfort him and tell him what’s wrong. But
they completely miss the point. The story of Job ends with worship reestablished. Now, examine carefully your life. Do you have problems that seem
unsolvable? Do you think the biggest problem in your life is lack of money, lack
of time, or lack of business opportunity? Do you constantly complain about
fellow workers, dullness or besetting sins? Maybe the biggest problem in your
life is lack of worship. Learn a lesson from Job. Re-establish your worship.
Strengthen your worship. Begin today to build a hedge of protection around your
life and home. Lord, I worship.
Today’s Reading: Job 2

Date Read
DAY 38
Who Will Pray For You
“And so it was, after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, that
the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite . . . you have not spoken of Me
what is right, as my servant Job has. Now therefore, take for yourselves
seven bulls and seven rams, go to my servant Job, and offer up for
yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you” –
Job 42:7, 8.
Job’s three friends went to confront him when he was in trouble, yet in the
end; Job helped them by praying for them. When it comes to helping other
people, we’re never quite sure who is giving the help. Even when we go to the
assistance of another; the helper many times gets more help in return than the one
to who help is given. This is another application of “Give and it shall be given to
you.” Lord, minister to me, as I minister to others.
The three friends of Job, spent their time with Job trying to analyze the cause
of his problem. The first three are pious religious dogmatists who basically tell
Job he is a sinner, but they imply they are not. They tell Job he’s suffering
because he has sinned, which is not the case. If their view is correct, God is a
small and petty person, who punishes every time someone sins. The three friends
believe God has an exacting relationship with mankind. But that is not the God
of the Bible, He is loving and pursues a sinning person to bring them back to
Himself. God, when I sin, come after me.
Elihu, the fourth young man shows God is noble in his discourses, but even
Elihu is proud and self-assertive. God tells him he “darkens counsel with words”
(Job 38:2). He talks too much and confuses Job. Lord, help me not to confuse
others.
The book of Job is a serious discussion of why good people suffer.
Sometimes there is not a reason. In a world afflicted by the sin of Adam and
Eve, sometimes disease makes us suffer. Sometimes our ignorance is the cause,
at other times evil people hurt us intentionally, or un-intentionally. Sometimes
it’s circumstances beyond our control. But we can never lay the blame directly
on God. When we step out of line, He doesn’t slap us like an angry parent.
However, since God is sovereign, nothing happens that He doesn’t control. God,
I trust You.
So why suffering? God allows suffering to give us self-knowledge and selfdirection. Man is selfish and stubborn, he will not listen, so pain is one
instrument that will make us examine our life and direct our actions differently.
Lord, help me learn without pain.
The book of Job reaches its pinnacle when all are faced with the presence of
God. “Moreover, the Lord answered Job” (Job 40:1). God had the right solution
for Job, not his friends. And what does God say? “Then the Lord answered Job
out of the whirlwind . . .” (Job 40:6). God demonstrated His greatness and

power. “Have you an arm like God?” (Job 40:9). Our suffering should remind
us of our limited humanity and of God’s massive awesomeness. Our pain should
make us worship. Lord, help me realize Your greatness, even when it hurts too
much to think.
When Job encountered God’s presence, he realized his friends didn’t have
the answer. They were just pseudo-comforters when God showed up. Job talked
to God, saying, “I know that You can do everything” (Job 42:2). This is a good
faith-response to your suffering. When Job came into God’s presence, he
replied, “I uttered that I understood not” (Job 42:3). He realized he spoke
without knowing what he was saying. Job realized the only true explanation for
anything is not in himself, but in God. “Things too wonderful for me, which I
knew not” (42:3). Lord, help me wait for Your wisdom before I speak.
In God’s presence, Job realized, “I have heard of You by the hearing of the
ear, but now my eyes see You” (Job 42:5). When you suffer, look to God. Lord,
comfort me in my pain.
Today’s Reading: Job 38-42

Date Read
DAY 39
Seeing Hidden Potential With Faith-Eyes
“By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his
parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not
afraid of the king's command” – Hebrews 11:23.
Can you see what God is doing before others realize God is at work? Moses’
parents are mentioned in God’s Hall of Fame, i.e., Hebrews 11; because they saw
what God was doing. They must have had a remarkable faith to see something in
their baby—the third baby—that was put in the child by God. If you’re going to
have the ability to see the embryonic work of God, you must have faith-eyes like
Moses’ parents. Lord, help me see Your hand in my life.
The timing wasn’t best for the parents to be optimistic. The Jews were slaves
in Egypt. Joseph had come first to Egypt as a slave, but ended up in charge of
food conservation and distribution. Then his father Jacob brought the rest of the
family because of the worldwide famine. Only 70 Israelites came to Egypt, but
God blessed them and they multiplied. Because they grew so rapidly, the
suspicious Egyptians were afraid they’d take over; so all Israelites were put in
oppressive bondage. Approximately four hundred years later, there are a couple
of million Israelites. In a population control effort, the baby boys were killed.
That’s when the parents of Moses come into the story. They saw baby Moses
was unusual, so they hid him from the authorities.
What do you think they saw? Don’t you think all parents see something
special in their baby? Most think their baby is beautiful . . . responsive . . . cute .
. . etc. What did they see that motivated them to jeopardize their life by
disobeying the king’s command? If baby Moses were discovered, he would have
been killed; but the soldiers were going to do that anyway. Perhaps they would
kill the parents along with the baby. If you saw some potential God were doing,
would you risk your life for it? Lord, I would risk all for You.
There’s nothing much to see in a baby. Babies can’t talk to show you how
smart they will become. They can’t demonstrate physical potential. All they can
do is laugh, cry, eat and mess up diapers. So, it’s doubtful if Moses’ parents saw
any objective thing in the baby that was unusually different from other babies.
The difference wasn’t in the object of their vision. The difference was in their
perception. Since the Bible says, “By faith Moses was hid . . . because they
saw.” It was the faith-eyes that enabled them to understand God was going to do
an unusual thing with this baby. Have you ever had faith-eyes to see first what
God was going to do? To see most? To see farther into the future? Lord, give
me eyes to see what You’re doing.
Sometimes, it’s hard to see what God is about to do when the conditions are
rough. The Israelites are slaves . . . torturous lives . . . meaningless existence . . .
despair. Then armed guards are killing the baby boys who were not killed by
their parents. Talk about dark days, these were black times. But in the

blackness, Moses’ parents saw something in Moses. You know you have faitheyes when you see potential in the darkness that no one else sees. Here am I
Lord, give me sight.
What do you think Moses’ parents saw? Do you think they saw the basket
bobbing in the Nile River with Moses inside? Do you think they saw the
daughter of Pharaoh taking Moses home to raise him in the palace? Do you think
they saw Moses leading a millions Israelites out of Egypt? Did they see the Red
Sea part? Did they see the long march through the desert to the Promised Land?
Did they see the Israelites going home? Homes, what a comforting vision. We
will never know what they saw, except they believed in God; and their faith-eyes
told them God would do something with their child. That’s all you need
sometimes. You just need an inner knowledge that God will do something. You
don’t know what. You don’t know how. You don’t know when. Lord, help me
know what You are doing, and help me act on what I see.
Vision leads to action. When you see a red light, you stop. When you see a
coin on the street, you pick it up. Responsive people do something when they
see an opportunity. Vision moves the whole person; seeing activates your brain,
it also pumps up your emotions. Sometimes your hands and feet respond
automatically when you see something. A baseball player sees a ball hurling at
him at almost 100 mph. He doesn’t have time to think; his whole body reacts
and he swings at the ball. Lord, yes.
How long did Moses’ parents think about saving Moses before they did
something? Did their emotions play a part in their decision to hide the baby?
Was it love of the child or was it fear of God? Perhaps they didn’t think about
saving Moses, nor did their emotions motivate them. Perhaps they instantly
responded like the baseball batter. They saw and totally responded to God. They
hid Moses as long as they could. How do you respond to God? How do you
respond when you see God’s opportunity unfolding before you? Are you the
kind of person that wants more proof or information before you act? Lord, help
me respond instantly, whole-heartedly, and totally.
Probably you respond to God according to your personality. God has made
some of us emotional; we respond with feelings. God has made some of us
rational; we respond by thinking through the opportunity. God has made some of
us to respond impulsively, we respond with the will. But no matter what your
personality, there’s another way to respond. Let God build faith in you so you
can respond with perfect trust. God give me faith-eyes so I can see what You see,
and I can respond to You in faith.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 1

Date Read
DAY 40
Learning Abandonment
“Now it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he
went out to his brethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. So he looked this way
and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid
him in the sand” –Exodus 2:11-12.
Are you trying to do something your way and not God’s way? Are you
forcing your plans on God and asking Him to bless them? Do you have a
solution to your problem, that you know is not right; but you do it anyway? So
you’re doing the right thing in the wrong way. What you need to learn is the
lesson of relinquishment. Lord, it’s hard to give up.
God wanted to use Moses, but not use Moses where he was, with the position
he had, nor with the tools he had. When Moses took things into his own hands,
God stepped back to allow him to do so. God, let Moses fail.
Moses was wearing the clothes of an Egyptian prince, and had the power of
an Egyptian prince, yet he knew in his heart he was to deliver his people from the
Israelites. When he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew slave, he took things into
his own hands. The Bible says, “He looked this way and that way,” the problem
is he didn’t look up to God. By killing an Egyptian, Moses probably thought he
had done the will of God. He saved on Israelite. But murder was the work of the
flesh, and in his own self-effort, he could only save one and kill one. But later
when he learns the lesson of abandonment, he delivers the entire nation of Israel,
and destroys the entire army of Egyptians at the bottom of the Red Sea.
Notice who revealed Moses’ sin. It wasn’t the Egyptians, but the Israelites.
When he separated two men from fighting, they said, “Then he said, ‘Who made
you a prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as you killed the
Egyptian?’ So Moses feared and said, ‘Surely this thing is known!’” (Exod.
2:14). Not only did killing one Egyptian not work, Moses got the opposite of
what he expected. God people rejected Moses as their prince and judge, and now
the Egyptians were out to kill Moses. Sometimes your best plans don’t work,
they get the opposite of what you expect. Lord, keep me from hurting myself.
“So Moses feared and said, ‘Surely this thing is known!’” (Exod. 2:14).
Moses runs for his life to the Sinai Peninsula. He has the best education that the
Egyptian universities can give, but God can’t use education until you learn
“deeper” lessons. You have to abandon your plans, your position, and your
“flesh.” Moses found himself living in the backside of the desert, tending sheep,
something an Egyptian hated to do. Egyptians hated sheep and shepherds.
Moses went from the top to the bottom, and there he found God. When God is
preparing you to do something for Him, don’t be surprised when He teaches you
the lesson of abandonment, i.e., you learn to love what you previously hated.
Lord, do I have to?

Now for forty years Moses will lead sheep through all of the trails, searching
for water and shelter in the Horeb Mountains, always looking for an oasis or
spring. He was learning the geography that he would need to know when leading
a nation of three million Israelites in the same area. Some lessons you must learn
alone, in the solitude of the desert, then those lessons can be used tomorrow. So
abandon your plans; learn today’s lessons, so that tomorrow you can take
advantage of yesterday’s insight. Okay, Lord!
Your yesterday may be someone else’s tomorrow. When you learn the
lesson of abandonment, God may be preparing you for a wider sphere of service.
Sometimes you won’t realize what’s happening to you today, but God may reveal
it to you in the future. There are things to learn in hindsight, God shows us why
He did certain things in the past, for these lessons are preludes to future
usefulness. Lord, help me realize what I’m learning.
So learn the lesson of abandonment on your own. Before you push through
with your lessons for today, surrender them to God. Just as a priest sacrificing
the lamb to God, put your plans on God’s altar, surrender them . . . relinquish
them . . . abandon them. For if you abandon your plans first, maybe then God
won’t have to put you through embarrassment. For if we would crucify our flesh,
God would not have to do it for us. The Lord is saying to you today, “Surrender
your plans, if you want My best.” In the flesh you can only kill one Egyptian,
but in the power of the Spirit, you can destroy an entire army. Learn the lessons
of abandonment. Only when everything and every plan is surrendered to God,
then will you realize that God is able to use you. I surrender all.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 2

Date Read
DAY 41
God Has An Answer For Your Excuses
“So when the LORD saw that he (Moses) turned aside to look, God
called to him from the midst of the bush and said, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And
he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then He said, ‘Do not draw near this place. Take
your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy
ground’” –Exodus 3:4, 5.
Moses was in the backside of the desert. He was going about his daily
routine as a shepherd when he saw a bush burning with fire. But the bush didn’t
burn up. Then his life radically changed when “He turned aside to see.” Maybe
you have been going about your daily routine, but you missed the presence of
God because you didn’t turn aside to see what God was doing. Maybe you
missed a golden opportunity because you didn’t turn aside when God was near?
Is God near you now? Lord, turn me aside to see what You are doing.
Moses was told to remove his sandals because he was in the presence of God.
God had not spoken or appeared to the Israelites in 400 years. God reminds
Moses that He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. But now in the
wilderness of the Horeb Mountains, the God of the universe speaks to Moses.
Maybe it’s been a long time since you’ve heard from the Lord. Has He spoken to
you lately? If His presence came into your life, would you recognize Him?
Today, God speaks through His Word. Lord, bring me closer so I can get to the
place where I’ll be able to hear You.
God told Moses He heard the cry of the Israelites and He saw their
oppression. Isn’t it good to know God has ears to hear our cries for help and He
has eyes to see our problems? Since God knows about the troubles you face
today, why don’t you ask Him for help? “You do not have because you do not
ask” (James 4:2). Lord, see my problems.
Next God tells Moses, “I will send thee to Pharaoh.” This seems innocent
enough, but this command is filled with danger. Forty years ago Moses killed an
Egyptian slave master, and Pharaoh wanted to execute Moses. Not so much to
execute Moses because he murdered an Egyptian, but Moses was the adopted son
of Pharaoh’s daughter. Moses was a rival to his throne. The fact that Moses was
a murderer is only incidental to the plot, he was a threat to the power of Pharaoh
himself. So when old Moses—now eighty years old—was told to return to
Egypt, it was am extremely difficult command to obey. Moses will be tested to
the edge of his courage. Has God ever asked you to do something that you felt
was too difficult to do? Too impossible to do? Lord, help me do the difficult
things You tell me to do.
Moses gave excuses to God why he couldn’t obey. He said, “Who am I that
I should go?” (Exod. 3:11). Moses was reminding God he was not qualified.
Just as a convicted felon cannot be President of the United States, Moses excused
himself because he felt unfit. Have you ever given God excuses? Moses could

feel the radiant flames from the burning bush hot on his forehead. Isn’t it hard to
give excuses to God when bowing in His presence. Lord, I’m not fit to serve
You, make me useful.
God had an answer to Moses’ excuse, “I will certainly be with You” (Exod.
3:12). God’s first answer to all of your hesitancies is to be with you. When
Jesus sent His disciples to go into all the world to preach the Gospel to every
creature, He promised, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt.
28:20). Lord, I’ll go anywhere with You.
When God answered the first excuse, Moses had another one. Moses told
God he didn’t know what to say, “What should I say unto them?” Isn’t that an
excuse a lot of us give to God? We don’t know what to say. Is it because when
we get scared our tongue sticks to the roof of our mouth? Is it because we
haven’t studied or prepared? We don’t know the Word of God. If you ever give
that excuse to God, be careful because He has an answer. God will answer you
the same way he answered Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, I
AM has sent me to you” (Exod. 3:14). God told Moses to tell them He—the
Jehovah God of the Universe—had sent him to them. Next time you’re afraid of
talking to people, remember THE LORD is the One who sends you to serve Him.
Lord, I will tell others about You.
You would have thought God’s two answers to Moses’ excuses would be
enough. But no, Moses has a third excuse, “But suppose they will not believe me
or listen to my voice; suppose they say, ‘The LORD has not appeared to you’”
(Exod. 4:7). Moses thinks he’ll fail. Fear of failure scares all of us. If you tell
people that you met God this morning, they’ll doubt you, and maybe laugh at
you. Because they have never met God, they don’t think you can experience
God. Lord I know the world is filled with God-doubters, make me a Godbeliever.
With this third excuse, Moses is telling God he would fail, “I’ll speak, but no
one will believe me.” Do you feel like Moses, that no one believes what you say
about God? Speak anyway. God didn’t commission you to be successful, but to
be faithful to Him. Oh, by the way, faithful people don’t give excuses.
Just to encourage Moses, God demonstrated some miracles. First, Moses
threw his rod on the ground; it became a serpent. As Moses picked it up, it
became the rod again. Then Moses shoved his hand into his clothes next to his
heart. The hand became leprous when he pulled it out. Then repeating the
action, the hand became clean flesh when he pulled it out a second time. God
didn’t accept Moses’ excuse that he’d fail. God has power to insure the success
of Moses and of you. Lord, I need Your power today.
Moses had one final excuse, “I can’t talk.” He had a speech impediment.
The Bible calls it “a slow tongue.” Whatever the problem, it kept Moses from
easily communicating to others. But just as God had an answer for the other
excuses of Moses, so the Lord answered this one. “Who made your tongue?”
God asked who made some deaf, others dumb, and others blind? Moses knew
the answer, and so do you. The One who created Adam, and the One who gave
you what abilities you have now, is the One who can use you just as you are. If

God wanted to use you in a different way, he would have made you differently.
Lord, use me just as I am.
The bush was still burning, Moses bowed humbly before God; he could say
nothing. When all the excuses were answered, Moses yielded his will to God.
He obeyed and returned to Egypt to tell Pharaoh, “God said, ‘Let my people
go.’”
Don’t be excuse-focused in life, because that means you are focused on your
weaknesses and failures. Remember God in the burning bush. Focus on God
who will give you power to obey Him. When you focus on excuses, you’re
concerned with human limitation. Don’t think first about how well you’ll do,
think first of God’s power. He wants you to be obedient; He wants you to
remove your shoes to bow before Him. Lord, I worship You.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 3

Date Read
DAY 42
What’s That In Your Hand?
“So the LORD said to him, ‘What is that in your hand?’ He said, ‘A
rod.’” –Exodus 4:2.
Some people think they can’t do anything for God. They feel inadequate.
They wrongly think they have nothing to give God. But that’s a wrong view.
God uses everyone according to their usability. He uses you according to who
you are and He uses what’s in your hand.
Have you noticed that God always seems interested in what you have in your
hands? What did Mary have in her hands when she came to Jesus? An alabaster
box of ointment for worship. When a widow woman approached the offering
plate in the Temple, all she had in her hand were two small mites. Moses had
been a shepherd in the wilderness, for 40 years, when God asked, “What is that in
your hand” (Exod. 4:2). Moses had what every shepherd carried, a rod to lead
sheep. God will use Moses’ rod to lead His people into the promise land.
What will you have in your hand today? Will it be a computer keyboard? A
frying pan? A palm pilot or a set of lecture notes if you’re a teacher? God seems
to always be interested in using what we have, not necessarily what we don’t
have. Perhaps you have a cell phone in your hand because you’re a busy
manager. Have you ever thought that God wants you to manage something for
Him? If you’re good with the cell phone, God doesn’t expect you to be good
with a keyboard in church music. And if you’re good with the steering wheel of
a truck, God doesn’t expect you to use a Hebrew lexicon. Lord, I don’t have
much.
We think we get power by holding on to what is in our hands. But the
reverse is true. You must turn loose what you have in your hand, then the Lord
can use it in a great way. When Mary broke the alabaster box over the feet of
Jesus, she worshipped Him with its fragrant smell. She gave it all to Him and for
2000 years, Christians have been smelling her worship as they read of her
sacrifice. When Mary gave what was in her hand, it became a lasting memorial
to the death of Jesus on the cross.
And what about the widow, she probably had grocery needs and clothing
needs? But Jesus said she gave all, and in so doing she has become a example
Christians for 2000 years that any sacrifice of money for God will not be
overlooked. By giving all, the widow has helped build churches, send out
missionaries, and educate ministerial students. “Little is much when God is in
it.”
What did Moses do with his rod? He obeyed God’s command, “Cast it on
the ground” (Exod. 4:3). We all know the story how the rod became a snake.
God then instructed, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail” (Exod. 4:4).
That took faith on Moses’ part. For when you take a deadly viper by its tail, you

leave the head free to attack you. But what if Moses had disobeyed God?
Suppose he didn’t throw the rod to the ground? Suppose he didn’t take it up at
all? If held, supposed he took it up the wrong way; the rod of Moses would have
stayed a simple shepherd’s rod. But in Moses’ obedience, it became the rod of
God. What’s in your hand? Will you give it to God for His use? Lord, I give it
to You.
By continuing to hold on to his rod, Moses would have continued
shepherding sheep. He would have died an old man in the wilderness. His only
dream would have been of his departed boyhood days in the Egyptian palace.
But Moses gave to God what was in his hands. Now you must give to God your
ministry, your talents, or your vocation. When Moses obeyed, the rod delivered
three million people out of Egypt. The rod opened up the Red Sea. The rod
brought forth water from the rock. The rod led Israel through Egypt. A common
stick became uncommonly glorious because it was given to God. Lord, use what
I have in my hand.
Is your life common? You can become uncommonly glorious, not in who
you are, nor by what you have in your hand. But when you surrender to God
and allow His power to work through you, then there is uncommon glory—not to
you—but to God. Lord, be glorified by what’s in my hand.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 4

Date Read
DAY 43
Look Out! Trouble’s Coming
“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what I will do to
Pharaoh. For with a strong hand he will let them go, and with a strong
hand he will drive them out of his land.’ And God spoke to Moses and
said to him: ‘I am the LORD’” –Exodus 6:1-2.
God appeared to Moses to tell what He was about to do. Has God ever told
you what He was about to do? God was about to start His judgments against
Egypt, called the ten plagues. The Lord said, “Now you will see.” Don’t miss
that word Now, it will cut and sting; like when you were little and your parents
said NOW! To me when mother said “NOW,” it meant, “Look out, trouble’s
coming.”
Moses had gone to ask Pharaoh to let God’s people go three days into the
desert to sacrifice to the Lord. Did Pharaoh do it? No! Pharaoh mocked God
saying, “Who is the Lord?” Remember Pharaoh was the most powerful ruler in
the world, his people called him a god. Pharaoh snarled, “I do not know the
Lord.” Pharaoh accused the Israelites of being lazy. He had them beaten. Then,
he took away the straw they used to make brick and told them they had to gather
straw. Yet, they still had to make the same amount of bricks each day. Lord,
sometimes when I pray, my problem gets worse.
The Israelites complained and retaliated against Moses for making things
worse. Because they had more work to do, they didn’t consider Moses a
deliverer. After Moses was rejected, NOW God was ready to work. Pharaoh
mocked God and the people rejected God’s leader; so God said, “Now you shall
see what I will do to Pharaoh” (Exod. 6:1). Lord, give me patience to see what
You will do.
Remember, there is no past to God, nor is there a future. Everything is in the
present tense to God. So when the Lord said, “Now,” it was for man’s benefit,
nor for His benefit. God was saying, “The time has come to show everyone what
I can do.” God had been silent for 400 years. No miracles; no word from
Heaven. But NOW LOOK OUT. Aren’t you glad God is patient with you?
Suppose He judged you every time you did something wrong. You might be
neurotic, always expecting the backside of His hand. God, I thank You for Your
patience with me.
But maybe you’ve been suffering rejection or persecution. Others may have
criticized you for your faith. Maybe they’ve been mocking God or making fun of
Jesus Christ. You can take it only so long and God can only take it for so long.
When God says, “Now!” look out. God will take care of your persecutors soon.
For others, He won’t take care of them in this life, but He won’t forget them in
later judgment. Lord, I trust Your timing.
God was going to send ten plagues against the Egyptians. Some of the early
plagues punished the people of Israel along with the Egyptians. Toward the end,

the plagues were directed at only the Egyptians. Have you ever noticed how the
plagues were directed at the false gods of Egypt? The people worshipped trivial
gods, but God demonstrated that their gods had no power against Him.
MOSES AND THE GODS OF EGYPT (1446 B.C.)
Plague
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Phenomena
Water to blood
Frogs
Lice
Flies
Cattle
Boils
Hail
Locusts
Darkness
Death

Egyptian god
Osiris/Nile River
Hekt
Seb
Kephera
Apis and Hathor
Typhon
Shu
Serapis
Ra
Ptah

God predicted the plagues, even before they began. The New Living Bible
tells why the plagues came. “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh,” the
LORD told Moses. “For with a strong hand he will let them go, and with a strong
hand he will drive them out of his land” (Exod. 6:1). This promise must have
given Moses confidence. Moses had just been rebuffed by Pharaoh and criticized
by the Israelites. God told Moses that eventually “He (Pharaoh) will be so
anxious to get rid of them, that he will force them to leave the land” (Exod. 6:1,
NLB). Rather than fighting to keep his slaves, Pharaoh will gladly release them.
But to make it happen, Moses had to act on the promise of God by returning to
face Pharaoh. As a matter of fact, Moses had such deep confidence in God’s
promise that he went back to Pharaoh ten times. Do you have that deep
confidence in God’s promise? Lord, give me persistence to do what You say.
Walking by faith is believing what God says, and acting on it in your daily
life. The book of Hebrews describes Moses’ faith, “He endured as seeing him
who is invisible” (Heb. 11:27). Lord, I will be patient and bold.
Faith is seeing what is invisible. You can’t see God, but you believe Him.
You can’t see what will happen in the future, but you trust God’s promises. You
can’t see Heaven, but you live today as though you were already there. Lord, I
know You’ve promised, so I’ll obey You today.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 6

Date Read
DAY 44
Facing Opposition
“Pharaoh will refuse to listen to you. So I will crush Egypt with a series
of disasters, after which I will lead the forces of Israel out with great acts
of judgment”—Exodus 7:4, NLT.
There will always be someone to oppose you. When God called Moses to
lead Israel out of Egypt, Moses might have thought it would be easy, after all
God showed Moses miracles when God called him. Moses saw the bush that
didn’t burn up and he heard the voice of God. But the greatness of the task was
matched with an equally great opponent—Pharaoh the human enemy, and Satan,
the unseen enemy. Peter warns us, “Be careful! Watch out for attacks from the
Devil, your great enemy. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for some
victim to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8, NLT).
Moses went to see Pharaoh nine times to ask, “Let my people go” (Exod.
7:16, NLT). But each time Pharaoh refuses. In response, God sends plagues to
judge the Egyptians.
God turned the water of the Nile to blood (Exod. 7:14-25), then sent frogs to
cover the land (8:1-15), lice (Exod. 8:16-19), swarms of flies (8:20-32),
pestilence on the livestock (9:1-7), boils on people and animals (Exod. 9:8-12),
heavy hail and lightning (Exod. 9:13-35), swarms of locusts (Exod. 10:1-20), and
three days of darkness (Exod. 10:21-29).
Some of these plagues were the intensification of natural disasters, others
were supernatural in scope. A sovereign God can use whatever means He wills
to accomplish His purpose. What is God doing in your life? Lord, help me see
Your hand in my troubles.
The tenth plague was the death of the Egyptian first born (Exod. 11:1-12:30).
When the death angel passed through the land, only the homes protected by the
sprinkled blood on the doors were safe. The Egyptians were so devastated they
let God’s people go free.
It’s easy to look back on the battle between Moses and Pharaoh to see God’s
victorious deliverance. But go back to visit Moses’ discouragement. Nine times
Moses faced Pharaoh, only to be rebuffed. Each time, Pharaoh promised to let
Israel go to get rid of the plagues. But as soon as the plague was gone, Pharaoh
broke his promise. That means you—like Moses—won’t be victorious every
time you face opposition.
Your battle is not a three-minute round of boxing to win the fight. To be a
champion, you go through many preliminary matches, then a championship bout
of 15 rounds. So prepare your life to go the long haul. You might take a lot of
pounding before the fight is over. God knows what opposition you face and
allows it to test you, so you can demonstrate overcoming-faith.
Just because you are a Christian does not mean your life will get easier.
Some think when they begin following Jesus Christ, their money problems will

go away, or their physical sicknesses will automatically be healed, or everyone
will love them. The opposite may happen.
When some people get saved, their sickness gets worse, or others lose their
health and lose their prosperity, or others discover their former friends turn
against them and persecute them. Lord, help me when things get worse.
Jesus didn’t promise a free bus ticket anywhere you wanted to go. He
promised, “The people of the world will hate you because you belong to me”
(John 15:21, NLT). Why? “Since they persecuted me, naturally they will
persecute you” (John 15:20, NLT).
But Jesus has a plan—He knows those who hates us, and lets them oppose us
anyway. Jesus is strong—He could keep them from hurting you, but He has a
plan to strengthen you. Jesus is loving—He could keep us from pain, but lets us
face difficulties. Why? Because there is a divine purpose in your suffering.
Jesus lets the enemy oppose you so you will get stronger. “These troubles come
to prove that your faith is pure. This purity of faith is worth more than gold” (1
Pet. 1:7, NCV). Lord, make me pure.
Your opposition is temporary; God can remove today’s enemy, but the
character you develop will be permanent. So, get a long-range view of your life,
as God looks at you. When you overcome today’s opposition, there’ll be another
one further ahead in your journey. But the lessons you learn in today’s victory
will help you win another battle on another day, all of them to make you
stronger. Lord, strengthen me.
In today’s story, Moses endured opposition “because he kept his eyes on the
future reward” (Heb. 11:26, TEV). Is there a big difference between your
schedule and God’s schedule? “Our present troubles are very small and won’t
last very long. Yet they produce for us an immeasurably great glory that will last
forever” (2 Cor. 4:17, NLT). Lord, help me look past my troubles.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 7-9

Date Read_________
DAY 45
A New Beginning
“Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying,
This month shall be your beginning of months . . . On the tenth of this
month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of
his father, a lamb for a household. . . . Then the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. And they shall take some of
the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses
where they eat it’” –Exodus 12:1-3, 6, 7.
‘

“Beginning,” what a wonderful word. We all enjoy the beginning of a new
day, the beginning of a new year, and when a baby is born, the beginning of a
new life. When God told Moses about the tenth plague against the Egyptians it
was the beginning of the end, the end of slavery, the end of their bondage in
Egypt, and the end of living in obtrusive culture. One last plague would end it
all. The death angel would visit every home to take the life of the firstborn. To
the Egyptians, it was the end of family dreams; but to the Israelites, the beginning
of new things.
That night, each Jewish father placed his hand on the head of a lamb to
confess his sins, then the sins of the family members. The lamb-substitute would
die, signifying their sins were judged. Blood from the lamb was then sprinkled
on both sides of the doorpost and on the top doorsill. God promised when he saw
the blood protecting a home, the death angel would pass over that home. That
night began the Passover ceremony as well as a new calendar for the Israelites,
because along with the inauguration of Passover the Jews would also begin a new
calendar each year. Lord, I look forward to new things.
When did you begin anew? When you prayed to receive Christ, you became
a new creation, “Old things have passed away; behold all things have become
new” (2 Cor. 5:17): new attitudes, new habits, new friends, and a new family. It
was also the end of your old self-driven life. When you were converted, you
ended cursing and living for pleasure. Your conversion is like a spiritual
Passover, because God accepted the lamb-substitute for your sins, i.e., Jesus
Christ. You are no longer condemned, because judgment passed over you. You
leave the drudgery of Egypt and the slavery to sin. Conversion is a new
beginning; you can now enjoy freedom in Jesus Christ. Lord, I love my new life
in You.
It costs something to be restored to God. Some drop to their knees so
quickly to say, “God, I’m sorry.” But they never realize that there is a price to
get forgiveness. When you quickly “mouth” a request for forgiveness, but
there’s no repentance, will God pay attention to you? Words come easy, but
actions to back up your words are much harder to do. There must be a sacrifice
when you ask for forgiveness. When you break God’s law, He wants something
in return. He wants you to sacrifice something to make up for your disobedience.

That’s why an animal offering to God is called a sacrifice. You’re sacrificing to
God something that costs you money. And since the lamb had to be without
blemish, you’re sacrificing your best to God. So God commanded, “They all
take every man a lamb, according to the house of their father.” Lord, thank You
for the sacrifice of Your Son for my sins.
What does it cost to ask God, “Forgive me my sins?” Could God forgive you
without a price? Can God forgive by mere prerogative? No! God’s holiness
says that He must punish every sin. Because every time you violate God’s
character or law, you break His holy standard. If God would just overlook your
sin, it would say God is easy on sin, or God doesn’t care about sin. But that can’t
happen; God cannot change His nature. He must punish your sin. God cannot
turn His back to ignore any sin, for He is omniscient, God knows all things. So
when you break His law, you must pay the price.
So how much must you pay for forgiveness? You need to know that money
won’t do it, not even a lamb. The few dollars a lamb would cost you is not
enough money to buy God off. No, a million times, no! The lamb is a symbol of
Jesus Christ. The death of the lamb represents the death of Christ. Jesus is the
Son of God, who became man to identify with us. Jesus died a physically
punishing death, so terrible that the night before He cried, “Let this cup pass from
me.” But no, forgiving sin wasn’t easy. The sinless One was substituted for you
the sinner. Thank You Lord for suffering for me.
What does Peter tell us? Redemption has a price tag; it’s the blood of Jesus
Christ. “You were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold . . .
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without
spot” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). I believe the blood has washed me from my sin.
Now you know, it’s nothing you can do. Christ did it all. All you can do is
to believe in Him. “Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish, but have
everlasting life” (John 3:16). Have you believed? Not superficial-belief, like “I
believe it’ll be a good day.” Not head-belief, “I know that 2x2 = 4. Not belief
that comes from a wild-hope, “I believe if I buy this cheap stock, I’ll make a
fortune.” No, none of these types of belief will get the attention of God.
You must be sorry for your sins. This is called repentance, because your sin
offended God. The Bible says, “. . . your sorrow led to repentance. For you were
made sorry in a godly manner” (2 Cor. 7:9). When you come to Jesus, you tell
God you are sorry for breaking His law, and you promise not to do it again.
That’s called repentance. Lord, I am truly sorry.
God is not interested in getting money from you, nor is He interested in a
lamb and He’s not interested in the words you say. God’s interested in your
heart; He wants you to love Him, more than you love sin. He wants you to love
Him with all your heart (Matt. 23:37) and you demonstrate it by turning from sin
and turning to Him. God forgives your sin because Christ died for your sin. God
knows you want to be forgiven because you cry out to Him with your whole
heart. Lord, I cry out to You to tell You how much I love You.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 10-12:11

Date Read
DAY 46
The Symbols of Your Life Are Important
“The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when
I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch
you when I strike Egypt” –Exodus 12:13, NIV.
“What a wasted effort,” the Egyptians must have thought. The Jews were out
in front of their houses with a bowl of blood, sprinkling blood on both doorposts
of their front doors, then reaching up to splatter blood on the overhead still. The
Egyptians probably thought they were crazy, “What can blood do?” The sun
went down that evening over Jewish slaves, but it arose the next morning to the
shouts of freedom. The Jews had been slaves to the Egyptians, but the blood
made them free. Lord, thank You for my freedom.
You know the story. The death angel took the firstborn in each family, but
when the executor came to a house that proudly applied blood to its doorway, the
death angel passed over that home. Beginning that night, the Jewish people still
continue the Jewish celebrations of The Passover.
The sight of blood that freed them, also frees you. The old hymn sings,
“There’s power in the blood,” because God delivered you when He saw the
applied blood. Do you have a bad temper, an addiction, or a besetting sin? Ask
God to forgive you by the blood, then ask God to deliver you by the blood. Just
as the blood delivered the Jewish slaves from bondage, so the blood of Christ can
deliver you. Do you believe it? Lord, free me by the blood.
The Egyptians probably laughed when they saw the Jews applying blood to
the top and sides of their doorframes. Would people laugh at you if they knew
you obeyed God’s commands? If they knew you met God privately behind the
blood-stained door, would they ridicule you? Should you care? Meeting with
God is more important than having the respect of a godless world. Lord, I will
meet You.
The blood on the doorframe was a “token” (KJV), “sign” (NIV), an outward
symbol of an inner truth. Have you noticed that God loves symbols: the cross,
the communion cup, the broken bread, the basin and towel? When you obey the
outer symbol, it means your heart is pure and sincere. That’s what God wants
from you. Sincerity, integrity, truth. God wants your outward life to reflect His
inner presence. Lord, shine Your grace through me for others to see.
When you talk to God, what sign do you express? Do you fold your hands in
prayer or lift them in praise? Do you bow your head, close your eyes, or do you
kneel? Do you pray out loud, or do you just think your prayers? Remember, the
symbol was imperative. If the blood wasn’t applied to the doorframe, the death
angel visited the home. If you don’t follow any of the symbols of prayer, it
probably means you aren’t getting through to God. So, if God doesn’t show up
to meet with you daily, remember the symbols. Remember symbols won’t coax

God to show up, but if your heart is right as expressed by the symbols; God will
come. Lord, come to me.
Also every time I pray, I ask God to cleanse me by the blood of Christ (Heb.
9:22). Recently a well-meaning friend heard me pray in church, then told me,
“You shouldn’t plead the blood over sins, someone will think you’re hiding a
deep sin.” My friend was worried about my reputation. I thanked him, but will
still pray the same way because I fear God, more than I’m concerned about my
reputation. I don’t want anyone or anything to take over my privilege of
applying the blood to my daily life. “But if we walk in the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). You should not live an empty life because
of what someone says about you. Lord, I won’t let anyone talk me out of the
blood covering.
Faith is believing the blood is enough to take care of your sins. Faith says
that the blood will get you into the presence of God. Isn’t that what you want?
So if you want to daily enjoy God, there’s only one way to do it. Come to God
right now through the blood. Cleanse me Christ with Your blood.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 12:12-51

Date Read
DAY 47
Not Always On The Easy Path
“When Pharaoh finally let the people go, God did not lead them on the
road that runs through Philistine territory, even though that was the
shortest way from Egypt to the Promised Land. God said, ‘If the people
are faced with a battle, they might change their minds and return to
Egypt’” –Exodus 13:17, LB.
Why does God not always give us the easiest way or the nicest day? Have
you ever noticed that we as Christians sometimes have really difficult days? And
our difficulties don’t always come from our bumblings, nor do they come from
the evil one. We have difficult days because God purposefully leads us into the
desert. Lord, I don’t want to go there.
There was a road out of Egypt that ran beside the Mediterranean Sea straight
into the Promised Land. It was called the Kings Highway, and as you might
imagine, it was a road fit for a king. It was a good road, all Israel had to do was
use it. It was a cool refreshing road by the sea. Because everyone used it, the
road had wells from which to drink and there would be food along the way. But
God didn’t lead them on the Kings Highway because it led straight through
Philistine territory. The fierce Philistines might have devoured Israel in battle, or
might have frightened Israel to retreat to Egypt, or the seductive temptations of
the fleshly-loving Philistines might have sucked Israel into sin. Israelites could
have inter-married and lost their national identity. Lord, lead me in the way best
for me.
Wasn’t God good to keep Israel off the easy highway that could have led to
its demise? Think about how God hasn’t given you easy things in life. Maybe
God kept you from being rich, so you wouldn’t grow soft. But hard work has
given you strong character. Maybe God didn’t give you a high I.Q. and a
photographic memory, but you had to work hard in school to get a passing grade.
There was tension, sweat and tears; even then you didn’t make the honor roll.
Why? God knew if you were diligent in study, it would influence all of your life.
Thank You Lord, for difficulties.
God led his people into the desert and straight toward the Red Sea. Some
might think God didn’t know what He was doing. Isn’t God Omniscient?
Doesn’t God know there’s no water in the wilderness? How will three million
people find water? There’s no food in the desert. What will the multitude eat?
And up ahead is a sea. The people can’t swim and there are no boats. God leads
Israel into difficulties to teach them. Where is God leading you? Lord, I know
where You guide, You can also provide.
Israel joyfully entered the desert, not realizing their laughter would be turned
to murmuring in a few days. Can you see millions of Israelites happily leaving
slavery? Can you see them dancing and singing? They are happy because God
has just delivered them from bondage. But they don’t realize that God

sometimes leads His children out of a praise service into the crucible. God knew
His people would trust Him when there are dead Egyptian corpses in every
house, but God wanted to know if they’ll trust Him when they too face death.
Today you may have it easy; be prepared, for today’s sunshine may turn into
tomorrow’s storm. This year’s stock portfolio could evaporate in next year’s
depression. Lord, teach me to trust You in all days.
God always knows what He is doing, and He knows where He is leading
you. So trust Him. God knows Moses will strike the rock at Horeb to bring
water out of the rock. God knows He will rain manna out of the sky to feel His
people. God knows the Red Sea will part in a moment of crisis. God’s people
couldn’t make it without divine intervention. Do you sometimes panic and suffer
tension? Where’s the money coming from? Lord, I’m glad You know what
You’ll do, before You lead me into a tough spot.
How did God lead them into a tough spot? With His presence! “And the
LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night
in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night” (Exod. 13:21).
Don’t focus your eyes on smoke, vapor or flames. It’s easy to see only the
exterior when looking for God. Inside the pillar of cloud and fire is God
Himself. Remember you can’t see God, for “no one has seen God at any time”
(John 1:18). But you can see the works of God. When He walks through your
life, He’s going some place. God wants you to walk with Him. When you can’t
see Him, follow His footprints. Lord, I’ll follow You anywhere, just leave some
footprints.
When you’ve got “fire” leading you, who’s going to panic? If God is in the
pillar of cloud and fire, then you don’t need faith. You can see a cloud, and you
can feel fire. It’s hot. The Israelites should have had impeccable faith, i.e., pure
faith. After all, they knew God was with them, they could see the cloud up front.
But even with physical-eye-faith, they murmured and doubted. How about you?
You can’t see God with your physical eyes, but can you see Him in Scripture.
Doesn’t the story of the Israelites challenge you? Lord, I see You in the pages of
Scripture.
You don’t need to know where you are going, if you know God is leading.
God knows when the desert-times are coming, so He’s preparing to rain bread on
you from the sky. He’s also preparing to bring water out of the rock. He knows
when you reach the Red Sea, you’ll need His power to separate the waters. None
of your problems will catch God by surprise. Lord, I trust You today, take care
of tomorrow.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 13:1-17

Date Read
DAY 48
Finding Your Way in the Darkness
“The LORD guided them by a pillar of cloud during the day and a pillar
of fire at night. That way they could travel whether it was day or
night”—Exodus 13:21, NLT.
If ever there were a person who needed God’s guidance, it was Moses. Not
only did he need personal direction, he needed corporate direction for the entire
nation. He had to lead over a million slaves out of bondage in Egypt. He needed
to find water, food, and an adequate place to camp each night. Moses needed to
stay out of box canyons and dangerous valleys. He needed direction around
hostile enemies and away from poisonous waters. Lord, lead me.
The phrase “pillar of cloud or fire” could also be translated “column of
smoke or fire.” God led Israel with a towering column of smoke. How tall?
High enough for over one million people to see it no matter how far from the
edge of the camp they were. That suggests God will give direction to all on the
journey of faith, whether close to God or on the edge of faith. How close are you
to God? Lord, I need to get closer.
God made provision for day AND night travel. “This night had been
reserved by the Lord to bring His people out from the land of Egypt” (Exod.
12:42, NLT). As they traveled at night, they were guided by the column of fire.
In the same pattern Jesus told us, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me,
you won’t be stumbling through the darkness” (John 8:12, NLT). God has given
enough light on your journey to guide you to the destination and keep you safe.
When Moses left Egypt, it was a short journey on the King’s highway to the
Promised Land. There was food and water on the highway. The highway was
well marked; Israel couldn’t get lost. The journey seemed quick, simple, and
easy. But God had other plans. “God did not lead them on the road that runs
through Philistine territory even though that was the shortest way from Egypt to
the Promised Land . . . God led them along a route through the wilderness toward
the Red Sea” (Exod. 13:17, 18, NLT).
Can you imagine the consternation when the column turned off the main
highway into the wilderness? Probably many second-guessed God. Can you
hear their excuses, “There’s no water in the wilderness . . . no food . . . no
highway . . . obstacles . . . dangers.” Why is it that God’s people think they know
better than God? Perhaps today you are like Israel. You’re off the main
highway, walking in the wilderness. There’s not much to eat or drink in the
wilderness, and there’s no fun in the wilderness.
As long as you walk in the light, you’ll have inner comfort, even when outer
conditions are threatening. You’ll have light to read and understand Scriptures,
plus light to guide all areas of your life. You’ll be safe from spiritual attacks in
the light. Yes, the journey may be difficult, and wearisome . . . the journey may
be dangerous . . . the journey may seem confusing . . . you may think you’re lost;

but when you’re close to THE LIGHT, you’ll be safe and you’ll move toward
God’s purpose for your life. You need light to keep from getting lost.
If you’re walking with God, then He has a reason for you to end up in the
wilderness. God knew Israel wasn’t a disciplined people ready to fight an
enemy. God said, “If the people are faced with a battle, they might change their
minds and return to Egypt” (Exod. 13:17, NLT). God puts you in the wilderness
because you would give up if you lived in the ease of the world. So God had a
purpose for their wilderness experience; He wanted to teach them character and
holiness. They had to learn to live right and to live godly.
There are no short cuts from Egypt to the Promised Land, just as there are no
short cuts from a sinful life to a godly life. Follow the column of fire in front of
you; God has a purpose for your life.
When you’re on the journey of faith, you must pack up and go when the
column lifts, and you must stop when the column stops. Suppose the column
picked up and left, but you were not ready, or you didn’t want to go where way
the column went, or you had something else you’d rather do that day. You’d be
left behind—lost . . . exposed to danger . . . short of rations . . . and desolate.
That’s what happens to those who break their relationship to Jesus the Light.
Can you see Jesus up ahead leading you? Stay close!
If you don’t stop when the cloud stops, you could wander away from God
into the wilderness. Suppose God has a reason for you to stop, but you didn’t
follow? What would happen? Eventually you’d be lost. It doesn’t make any
difference how fast or how slow you walk way from the column, you’re still
putting distance between you and God. Lord, teach me when to stop and when to
walk.
Look again at the column of smoke or fire. It was not just a signal as an
Indian smoke signal. The column was God Himself. The column was a cloud of
smoke that led Israel to Mount Sinai. Then, “The cloud covered it (the
mountain). And the glorious presence of the Lord rested upon Mount Sinai”
(Exod. 24:15, NLT). Later, “The cloud covered the Tabernacle and the glorious
presence of the Lord filled it” (Exod. 40:34, NLT). When you’re near the cloud,
you’re near God Himself.
The word Shekinah means “dwelling,” the place where God manifested His
presence. Are you in the wilderness? You’ll find God there. Maybe God has
you in a desolate place so you can experience His presence. You won’t find the
Shekinah cloud in the world’s amusement centers, nor in places of sin. No, you
have to walk away from His Shekinah to find places of sin. How close are you to
the Shekinah cloud?
Look at the shadows around you. Are the shadows bigger today than last
week? That means you are farther away from the light. Are the shadows getting
blacker, then the light is probably farther away than you imagine. Shadows are
like doubts; they grow more seductive when you forget to become enlightened by
Scripture, or you don’t seek the light of His presence. “I have come as a light to
shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will no longer

remain in the darkness” (John 12:46, NLT). Lord, shine more light on my mind
so I can better see Your purpose for my life.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 13:18-22

Date Read
DAY 49
Use What’s In Your Hand
“And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children
of Israel to go forward. But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand
over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry
ground through the midst of the sea’” –Exodus 14:15-16.
Have you ever prayed and prayed and prayed . . . but God didn’t answer you
the way you expected? Sometimes you need to stop asking God for an answer
and get busy. Sometimes God tells us to quit praying and start walking. That’s
what happened in today’s Scripture. God told Moses to quit crying to Him for a
solution. Moses was told to lift his rod to divide the Red Sea. God told the
people to walk forward, and He promised, “The children of Israel shall go on dry
ground through the midst of the sea” (Exod. 14:16). Lord, teach me when to
pray, and when to act.
There’s a basic principle to learn about prayer. We pray for God to do what
only He can do. Yet God looks to us to do what we can do. Sometimes we pray
for money but God doesn’t send a miracle. He expects us to go to work to earn
money. He doesn’t send a miracle because we have good health, a good job and
the possibility of earning the money for which we pray. Yet we continue to have
financial problems. Why don’t you pray for wisdom to spend the money you
have, rather than praying for more money? Wisdom is something God can give
to you. Ask God to help you balance your budget, rather than asking for a
miraculous supply of money. Either through a miraculous supply, or through
financial planning, God is glorified when we walk through our financial
problems on dry land.
Moses had to use the only instrument he had to part the Red Sea, i.e., his
shepherd’s rod. This was the rod he used to guide sheep. When God stepped
into the picture, He told Moses to use the thing in his hand. Moses had held the
rod over the waters when they turned to blood. Each time Moses lifted his rod
over Egypt, God brought about another plague on Egypt. You’d think by now
Moses would understand that God would use the rod again to solve another of
Israel’s problems. Israel faced the Red Sea and couldn’t go forward. The nation
wouldn’t go back because the Egyptian army had them pinned down. Mountains
were to the right and left. So Moses cried for God’s help, yet he had the answer
right in his hands. It was the rod, the one God had repeatedly used. “Don’t pray
to me,” God told Moses, “lift your rod.” Lord, teach me to use the things I’ve got
in my hand.
Sometimes the answer to your prayer is in your hand, or in your house, or in
your church. Get up from your knees and put it to work. How did you solve the
last problem you faced? Do the same thing again. Sometimes it takes more faith
to trust God to do the same thing again, than it does to pray for a new and
different answer. Lord, I’ll get to work.

Remember, you can’t lift up the rod just anywhere. The Red Sea was the
insurmountable barrier. The Red Sea had cut off their escape from the Egyptian
army. God wanted the rod held out over their problem. When Moses lifted his
rod out over the sea, everyone could see him. He made a statement of faith to get
God’s answer. When Moses lifted his rod out over the vast Red Sea, he was
pointing everyone’s attention on the barrier that hemmed them in. Do you think
the people remembered it was Moses’ rod that unleashed the ten plagues? Had
the people heard God say to Moses to hold the rod out over the water? Did they
realize Moses was exercising obedient-faith? And did they join their faith with
Moses’ faith to release God’s power to open up the sea? Lord, I join my faith
with others for an answer to prayer.
Are you praying for something privately? Maybe you need to be like Moses.
Maybe you need to challenge others to join you in obedient-faith. For where the
faith of many is exercised, the power of God is unleashed. “Again I say to you
that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be
done for them by My Father in heaven” (Matt. 18:19).
The result of the miracle is just as great as the initial power. Look carefully;
the first part was God pushing the water back to make a road through the sea.
God originally created the law of gravity that forces water into low spots. Now
God reverses His actions to hold back the water. Notice the graphic picture.
“The waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left” (Exod.
14:22). Can you see the first miracle, a wall of threatening water dozens of feet
tall, kept back by the invisible hand of God? To see the second miracle, look
under their feet. “Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea”
(Exod. 14:16).
Most would think the sea bottom would be soggy and muddy. But no, it was
dry sand, not even damp sand. How did God do it? Some miracles God does by
his invisible hand, i.e., holding the Red Sea back. But God used secondary
sources to make the sea bottom dry. “The Lord caused the sea to go back by a
strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land” (Exod. 14:21). The
east wind in that desert country was a Sahara wind, i.e., a sand storm. God laid
down fresh dry sand on the sea bottom just to make it easy for His people to
cross over. Lord, I wait for Your miracle to make my path safe.
Isn’t that just like the Lord? He sends some food to keep you from starving,
and then adds something for dessert. God seems to always throw in a little extra
to make us smile, or to make the journey bearable. When Moses lifted his rod
and the sea parted, the people rejoiced. They saw a way of escape from the
Egyptian army. Do you think they expected dry ground? God had promised dry
ground, but did they actually expect it? Lord, thank You for “dry ground” paths
in my life.
Remember, when you pray for a miracle, “All things work together” (Rom.
8:28). So pray that God gets you through your desert. Pray that God delivers
you from the Egyptian army that’s chasing you. Pray that God opens up the Red
Sea that’s blocking victory. But look again at the promise. God doesn’t just
“work all things together,” he has added value. He works all things together “for

good.” Has God given you some dry ground as you walk through the bottom of
the Red Sea? Lord, Your dry ground feels good on my feet.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 14

Date Read
DAY 50
Listening Carefully When God Speaks
“And said, "If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and
do what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all
His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought
on the Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you” –Exodus 15:26.
Only three days into the desert and Israel began murmuring. Israel had a
short memory. It’s been less than a week when the death angel passed over
Egypt to take the first-born of every Egyptian house. Israel forgot what God did
to those who oppose Him. A week ago they were slaves crying for liberty. Less
than a week ago they rejoiced when God freed them; now they murmur. Forgive
me Lord for criticizing You. God saved you, gave you eternal life, but you
criticize the way He takes care of you in this temporal life. Paul reminds us to
get the big picture—the long view—and from prison he tells us, “Rejoice in the
Lord always” (Phil. 4:4). Lord, turn my criticism into rejoicing.
Three days into the desert Israel came to Marah. It’s an oasis with a few
trees and some water, but the name Marah means bitter. When you’re so thirsty
you’re about to die, bitter water will quench your thirst. So why didn’t they
drink Marah water? Because this word also meant poison. They might have
seen the dry bones of those who drank the water, or dead carcasses of animals
poisoned by the water. God had led them, but He led them to a dangerous place.
Has God ever led you to Marah? Lord, teach me to continue to trust You when
circumstances are difficult.
The people murmured against God, but Moses cried out to God. When God
leads you to a difficult spot, He wants you to trust Him all the more. But you
have a negative spirit that hasn’t been healed. When Moses cried out, the Lord
showed him a tree. Quickly the tree was cut down and thrown into the bitter
Marah waters. Here, God does a miracle for his quarrelsome thirsty people. The
bitter water turned sweet. Can you see the selfish people rushing into the water,
gulping down one mouthful after another? They were quick to fill their mouths
with complaints; now they’re quick to fill it with water. But do we hear thanks
coming from those same mouths? No! Israel is still uninstructed; they haven’t
learned how to be grateful. Just like small children whose world revolves around
themselves, they must be taught to say “thank you.” Thank You, Lord, for water.
Three days in the hot sand, and three days of thirst, then God quenches their
thirst. There’s a principle here. You must go through the wilderness, before you
get to the promise land. Suffering comes before glory. Worse before best. Even
in the life of Jesus, the cross comes before the crown. So what about your
suffering? Do you know that God will lead you through the desert before He
leads you to rest. Lord, I look to You who guides me. If you’re having
difficulties today, good times are probably coming. Trust Him. If you’re in the

hot desert, God knows what He’s doing, and He knows where He is going. Lord,
lead me out of the desert.
How was the water made sweet? How did God do it? Was there healing in
the leaves? Did the wood of the tree counteract the poison, making the water
sweet? Some think so. Maybe God did a miracle the moment the people
obeyed? When the Lord saw their faith-obedience, did He miraculously sweeten
the water? The Bible doesn’t say how God did it, and we don’t need to know; all
we need to know is what God did. Apply that insight to your problem.
Sometimes you don’t need to know how God will solve your problem; just thank
Him when it’s done. Thank You, Lord.
Moses used the miracle as a pulpit to preach to the people. He told them to
“diligently hearken” to the voice of the Lord. The phrase “diligently hearken” is
a Hebraic expression that means “to listen when you’re listening.” Be focused
when you listen. Be single-minded so you might hear what God is saying. Be
attentive! Moses told the people that God was speaking but they missed it.
Maybe they were busy talking—complaining—so they didn’t hear what the
words God was saying. They came three days into the desert, but didn’t hear
God speaking in the desert. What do you think God was saying? Are you in the
desert? Is God speaking? Can you hear Him? If not, then “listen as you’re
listening.” Lord, I listen for You more than I listen for anything else.
God promised that if Israel would “diligently hearken,” He would not put
diseases on them. What disease was God talking about? Was it a physical
sickness they’d get from the bitter water of Marah? Was it the spiritual sickness
of unbelief that manifested itself in murmuring?
Was it sexual disease?
Smallpox? Whatever disease God was talking about, it was the disease of the
Egyptians. Isn’t it good to know that God can keep us from the disease of the
unsaved? But to be kept healthy, God’s people had to obey His commandments
and statutes. What does this mean? In application, if you will be sexually pure,
you won’t get sexual diseases. If you will not breathe tobacco smoke into your
body, you’ll not get lung cancer. If you’ll not abuse yourself with alcohol, you’ll
not get cirrhosis of the liver. Lord, may I live a life of holiness to get its physical
rewards.
At Marah, the place of poison and bitterness, God gives an awesome
promise, “I am the Lord that healeth thee.” God reveals to Israel another of His
names; I am Jehovah-Rapha. “I am the Lord that heals you” (Exod. 15:26).
Jehovah-Rapha, heal me.
God wants His people to know that they don’t have to worry about physical
diseases. He can heal. Up to now, there were no recorded healings in the Bible.
God’s people knew that God can do everything, but they have never seen a
healing-miracle.
There are two ways that Jehovah-Rapha heals. First, by preventive
medicine. In a few short months, God will give them rules about their diet: what
they can eat, what they must not eat. Jehovah-Rapha guides their diet to make
them healthy, not to keep enjoyable food from them. Jehovah-Rapha will teach
them to isolate infectious diseases, and His laws of separation will prevent the

spread of fatal diseases from the filthy practices of the heathen around them.
Lord, help me to “diligently hearken” to all of Your Words, so I’ll be healthier
than the unsaved around me.
But Jehovah-Rapha was also announcing His power over sickness and
disease. In time Jesus would heal leprosy, give sight to the blind, and the lame
would walk. Jesus would also have power over the ultimate culmination of
disease, i.e., death. Jesus would say, “I have the keys . . . of Death” (Rev. 1:18).
So when you face death, listen for the jingle of the keys; that’s Jesus coming.
He’s Jehovah-Rapha; He is our healer. Jehovah-Rapha, be here when I need
You.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 15

Date Read
DAY 51
Bread Fell From Heaven

“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Behold, I will rain bread from heaven
for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every
day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not’”—
Exodus 16:4.
How many miracles will it take to convince that God can take care of you?
Seven, the perfect number? Twelve? One hundred? As Israel was tramping
through the desert toward Sinai, their bellies grumbled. They were hungry. Then
their minds and hearts were influenced by their bellies. They grumbled and
murmured against Moses. They reasoned, “We had meat pots in Egypt and bread
to eat.” They thought they would die of hunger in the desert. Lord, keep me
from criticism.
Israel had a short memory. They had forgotten about the ten plagues where
God unleashed His supernatural power. They had forgotten their deliverance
through the Red Sea, God’s hand holding back the wall of water. They had
forgotten how God sweetened the bitter waters of Marah. Have you recently
criticized the way God provided for you, even though you’ve had some great
answers to prayer years ago? Now you complain, “What’s God done for me
lately?” Did you know that you are murmuring against God? Moses told the
multitude, “Your complaints are not against us, but against the Lord” (Exod.
16:8). Lord, forgive my absent-minded complaints.
God told them that in the morning they would see His “glorious presence” on
the ground. He would give them bread to eat. It would look like frost. That
bread was His “glorious presence.” Have you ever realized that an answer to
prayer is God’s “glorious presence?” God doesn’t just pull a switch to get
something done for you. He comes to do it for you. His “glorious presence” is
wrapped up in His answers to prayer. Next time God answers your prayer, look
around to see His presence. Lord, I thank You for personally delivering my
answers to prayer.
When the people saw the ground covered with spiritual white frosted-flakes
they asked, “What is it?” In Hebrew that’s pronounced manna. Because
everyone kept asking, “What is it?” they called the food on the ground manna.
God told them He was going to rain down bread to the ground. But the people
didn’t believe God. They said, “Manna?” a question of unbelief. Then for the
next forty years every time they said manna, they’d be reminded of their
unbelief. Do you remember occasions when you didn’t believe God? Lord, help
me forget the times I forgot to trust You.
The people were told to gather manna, two quarts for each person. But with
three million people to feed, what happened if some gathered too much, or too
little? There was no difference, “He who gathered much had nothing left over,

and he who gathered little had no lack” (Exod. 16:18). Who else could work that
out but God? The same principles work in the everyday life of Christians. The
one with a lot of money seems to have no greater satisfaction in life than the one
who is poor. Remember, money can’t buy happiness; only God can give you
satisfaction. Just as all Israelites were equally fed by the manna of God, so all
believers are equally satisfied when they look to God for happiness. Lord, teach
me to look to You, and not in my pocket book.
The manna fell equally for six days, then the people of God were to gather
twice as much for the Sabbath. None fell on the Sabbath. If they gathered twice
as much on any other day, it spoiled and maggots appeared in the manna; but not
the manna they kept overnight for the Sabbath. The manna in the wilderness is
an illustration of the prayer Christ would later teach us, “Give us this day our
daily bread.” Israel could only get bread for the day they were gathering. No
storing for the future. Why? God wants us to trust Him each day for strength and
satisfaction for that day. But some would like to win the lottery or have a rich
uncle make them rich so they would never have another financial worry. They
don’t only want daily bread; they want enough for the rest of their lives. Because
we think trusting God is risky, we think His supply might not come in. We’d
rather trust a bank, or savings bonds, or our portfolio. Lord, forgive me when
I’ve trusted other sources, rather than trusting You.
Have you ever thought why God keeps you on a short financial leash?
Maybe it’s because if you had all the money you wanted, you’d be on a vacation
every weekend. You’d be too busy for church, or Christian service, or even God
Himself. By keeping you on a short financial leash, God keeps you close to
Himself. Would you rather be anywhere else? That’s why God only gave them
manna for one day at a time; to keep them spiritually close to Him, “Then you
shall know that I am the Lord your God” (Exod. 16:12, LB). Lord, I want to be
close to You.
Of course some of God’s people went out on the Sabbath morning to look for
manna. Perhaps they forgot to get twice as much the day before. Perhaps, they
didn’t believe God. Maybe some hardheaded Jews went out just to see if God
meant what He said. Whatever their motivations, they found none. Lord,
sometimes I’m like those who had difficulty believing You. Forgive me.
Can you trust God to supply your needs tomorrow, just like you did
yesterday? Some people can’t trust God unless they’ve got money in the bank
and food in the kitchen. Is that you? You’ve got to have it in your hand, or at
least you’ve got to see it coming before you’ll put full trust in God. He’s
invisible, and it’s hard to trust an invisible God. But God rained down manna on
the believing and the doubting. The spiritual and the unspiritual get equal
amounts of food. Because God takes care of all, He takes care of you and me.
Lord, I believe.
Some people want God to have a warehouse full of bread before they’ll trust
Him. Isn’t that a very flimsy view of God? Why would you want a massive
warehouse of bread that will get stale before you eat it? You can have God
Himself, He’s the bread-maker. Lord, Your bread is good.

Today’s Reading: Exodus 16:1-22

Date Read
DAY 52
Nourishment for the Journey
“In the evening you will have meat to eat, and in the morning
you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the
LORD your God”— Exodus 16:12, NLT.
Israel’s journey through the wilderness is similar to our spiritual journey of
faith, their human bodies had to eat daily; just as your soul must be fed daily.
When there was no food in the wilderness, God gave them food from Heaven.
“The Israelites were puzzled when they saw it, ‘What is it?’ they asked” (Exod.
16:15, NLT). Their question is the Hebrew “manna” so that’s what they called
their food, heavenly manna.
Israel had to gather their manna daily, “The people gathered the food
morning by morning” (Exod. 16:21, NLT). It was routine and it was necessary.
Just as a person can’t eat food today for next week, so you must eat the Bible
daily. That is why you pray, “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matt. 6:11,
KJV).
You can’t learn next week’s lessons from God until you’ve learned from the
problems and challenges for this week. So, you must study the Word daily for
strength to live in this week—Christianity is daily—then you’ll be prepared for
next week. God provides food for you but you must take advantage of it to be
able to continue your journey.
“Moses told them, ‘Do not keep any of it overnight.’ But, of course, some of
them didn’t listen and kept some of it until morning. “By then it was full of
maggots and had a terrible smell” (Exod. 16:19, 20 NLT). That means you can’t
live tomorrow on yesterday’s blessings. You must get fresh strength from the
Bible every day.
Again, notice the division of labor, i.e., God miraculously supplied the
manna—the people couldn’t do it—but the people had to gather, cook and serve
the meal. God didn’t pick it up from the ground, “The people of Israel went out
and gather this food” (Exod. 16:17, NLT). Then they had to cook it, “So bake or
boil as much as you want” (Exod. 16:23, NLT). In the same way you must read,
study and memorize the Word of God (1 Tim. 3:13; 2 Tim. 2:15). The Bible is
filled with stories, history, poetry, biographies, letters and prophecies. You must
understand the Bible, interpret its meaning and apply it to your life. God works
in your life as you work to learn about Him in the Scriptures, “As God’s
partners” (2 Cor. 6:1, NLT).
The people had to cook the food; it didn’t come packaged, “easy to prepare.”
Probably some boiled it, some baked it and some fried it. Can we imagine they
added spices, honey, and other seasonings? Yes. That suggests we all eat the
Bible differently.
Some approach the Bible devotionally, others study
biographies, and a few love word studies. There are many ways to receive the
Word.

You must eat to have strength for your journey. If you don’t eat enough,
you’ll get weak. Also, if you don’t eat the right balanced diet, you’ll get weak.
God’s manna was enough for everyone. “Everyone had just enough. Those who
gathered a lot had nothing left over, and those who gathered only a little had
enough” (Exod. 16:18, NLT). But what about you? Are you getting enough
Bible each day to make you strong and able to meet the challenges of the day?
Some might ask, “How much is enough?” Answer that question with another
one, “Are you spiritually strong enough to meet your daily challenges? Lord, I
need more strength.
The manna was a future picture of Jesus who said, “I am the bread of life.
No one who comes to me will ever be hungry again” (John 6:35, NLT). Coming
to Jesus and eating Him is the same as believing in Him. “I assure you, anyone
who believes in me already has eternal life. Yes, I am the bread of life!” (John
6:47, 48, NLT).
You cannot have an effective faith apart from the Word of God. You need
the Bible to grow as a Christian. Peter tells us, “If you have tested the Lord’s
goodness and kindness, cry for more, as a baby cries for milk. Eat God’s
Word—read it, think about it—and grow strong in the Lord” (1 Pet. 2:2, LB,
alternate reading). Just as a baby grows strong through its food, the Bible
strengthens your faith.
Walking by faith involves more than putting one foot in front of another, and
is much more than just staying on your feet, pointed in the right direction. To
walk by faith is to be balanced; every part of your life contributes to the other
parts. To walk by faith involves your attitudes and values, doing right things in
the right way. To walk by faith is to see where you’re going, and using your
mind to plan where to go. To walk by faith, let your heart give you passion for
the journey. But all of these are based on strength for the journey, and you get
strength from the Word of God.
Believing is knowing God is working in your life, even when you can’t see
it. When you eat some bread, you can’t see instant muscles pop up on your arms,
nor will you see instant results as you eat the Word of God. Growth is slow, both
physically and spiritually. Growth follows a pattern. God put within the human
body a growth sequence, and all children pretty much follow that pattern, but
each one at a different speed. God has a spiritual growth sequence. You grow in
knowledge, understanding, skills and values; all in God’s time, but each one
makes a different contribution to your growth at a different time.
Bread gives you energy to run, energy to face problems, energy to fight
temptations, and energy to endure when others are giving up. God tells us to go
from “energy to energy” (Ps. 84:7, Author’s Translation), which means we get
strength from each meal to make it through each day. When you think you can’t
go on, “The joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh. 8:10, KJV).
If you’re eating on a regular basis, don’t worry about the big task you think
will overwhelm you. Regular eating of God’s Word will give you strength for
that day’s task, then you’ll grow for even bigger tasks in the future. Remember,

“As the day demands, so shall thy strength be” (Deut. 33:25, KJV). Lord, help
my Bible study; energize me for this day.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 16:23-36

Date Read
DAY 53
The Flesh Will Always Attack
“And Moses built an altar and called its name, The-LORD-Is-MyBanner” –Exodus 17:15.

Have you ever needed spiritual help? Someone to help carry the burden?
Someone to pray with you? Someone to listen and care? Moses needed help
because he couldn’t intercede alone to God for victory in battle. When Moses
lifted his arms in prayer, Israel began winning the battle. When Moses tried and
dropped his hands, the enemy prevailed. Moses needed help. His brother Aaron
and Hur came along side to hold up his hands. With help from others, Moses
continued praying. Israel won the battle. Lord, I need help.
Sometimes you need a prayer partner to intercede with you until victory is
secure. Jesus said, “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth
concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in
heaven” (Matt. 18:19). When you’re in trouble you need someone to agree with
you . . . pray with you . . . support you. Lord, give me a prayer partner.
As Israel crossed the desert they ran out of water, just as they did a couple of
months earlier. Since old habits died hard, they murmured again, just as they did
previously. When they complained against Moses, he said, “You tempt the
Lord” (Exod. 17:2). Why is it that we forget what God has done for us in the
past? Unbelief is so powerful, it’s hard for our faith to break through. Lord,
teach me to remember what You’ve done in the past.
Moses struck the rock at Horeb with his rod, and crystal water poured forth.
Last time at Marah. God sweetened the water. This time God miraculously
supplies water from an underground spring. As the people ran to gulp down the
water, Moses named the place Meribah, because Israel doubted, asking the
question “Is the Lord among us?” Have you ever doubted whether God was with
you? Sure you have because the old nature doubts God. You thought God had
abandoned you. You forgot His promise; “I am with you always, even to the end
of the age” (Matt. 28:20). Lord, forgive my doubt.
In the desert, water is more precious than gold or silver. You can’t drink
money, so the Amalekites, a vicious desert tribe, came to claim the water. We
don’t know if the Amalekites came first to claim territorial rights to the water, or
if they just attacked with drawn swords. But it became clear there was going to
be a battle. Joshua was told to choose soldiers to fight; then Moses went to an
overlooking hill to intercede to God. Do you battle with your hands like the
soldier, or do you battle on your knees? God needs both. Some teach Sunday
School, some usher, some serve in the kitchen, but some are called to
intercession. Lord, show me my place in the battle against evil.
Notice the role of “things” in spiritual warfare. Joshua’s men needed swords,
discipline and strategy. Don’t forget courage. Moses needed the rod to hold out
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over the battleground, then he needed a rock to sit on. What do you need? A
quiet place to meet God, a rug to kneel on, a light to read Scripture? Do you also
need a prayer list to help jog the memory? A journal? Don’t forget the important
“thing.” You need a prayer partner to help hold up your arms when the burden is
too heavy to continue. Lord, thank You for things.
Don’t give up praying. When Moses dropped his hands, the battle went
against Israel. Some think it was a physical thing. When the fighting soldiers
saw Moses on the hill with raised hands and the rod of God held high in the air;
they fought with confidence. When the soldiers looked up to see Moses drop his
arms in weariness, they too became weary. Without inspiration, the battle went
against them.
That physical stimulus may be cause for victory, but look deeper. Look to
God. When Moses prayed, God moved to give Israel victory. Notice how often
God wants to see if we display faith before He gives us the victory. The lifted
arms of Moses was a supernatural exercise. The resulting victory came through
supernatural means. “Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in
Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place” (2
Cor. 2:14). Lord, I lift my hands to You.
After the battle, when victory was secure, Moses built an altar. Remember,
the altar is where blood was shed for forgiveness of sin. Secondly, Moses
confessed the sins of his people on the same hill where he interceded for them.
But the altar also meant God’s presence. The altar is where Israel met God to
commune with Him. The altar is where they worshipped. Don’t forget to
worship God after He gives you a victory over your Amalek. Establish your altar
at the place where you did spiritual warfare. Lord, I worship You for the victory
You’ve given.
Moses called the place Jehovah-Nissi. Did Moses erect a large stone with
the chiseled title Jehovah-Nissi? Maybe Moses just built an altar where Israel
could return in the future to sacrifice to God and worship Him. The altar
probably didn’t have a name chiseled there, but everyone knew it as JehovahNissi, which meant “The Lord our banner.” In battle the soldiers rallied to the
banner or flag of the regiment. The flag was a rallying spot, and from that place
of strength, they charged again into battle. That means in your battle, the Lord is
your rallying place, He gives you courage for the battle. Lord, encourage me.
In future generations, Israel would return to Horeb to drink from the rock that
gushed forth water. They would sacrifice at the altar called Jehovah-Nissi. They
would remember the historic battle that was won, and from the Lord their
Banner, they’d get strength to face new battles. Do you have an altar where you
get spiritual strength? Is it a place like the family room where you read the
Word, or your prayer closet where you intercede to God? Your altar is where
you meet the Lord. It’s where you experience His Daily Presence? Lord, I come
to You.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 17
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Date Read
DAY 54
God’s Special Place
“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant,
then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the
earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation. These are the words which you shall speak to the children of
Israel” –Exodus 19:5, 6.
Three months passed since the death angel visited every house in Egypt
(Exod. 19:1). Think of the awesome things that have happened to Israel in the
last ninety days. A cloud of fire descended from Heaven to lead them. The Red
Sea parted, the poison water at Marah was sweetened, bread rained down from
the sky, and water flowed from the rock at Horeb. Finally Israel arrived at
Mount Sinai, a 6,000-foot high jagged mountain, in the Horeb Range. Why did
God lead His people to this particular spot that’s so isolated? Of all the places
God could meet with His people, why here? Sinai is one of those special places
where God likes to reveal Himself. Do you have a special place where you meet
with God? Remember, it’s not just special to you, it can be special to God. And
it will become a special place if you’ll meet with God to have fellowship with
Him. Lord, I’ll find that place.
God brought Israel to Sinai to teach them how to worship Him. Israel would
camp at the foot of the mountain for almost two years. God would teach His
people what to believe, how to fight and what attitudes they should express to
one another and to Him. At the foot of the mountain, God would give them laws
how they should live and treat one another. Everything about Israel would be
different from the other nations. They would put God at the center of their camp,
circumcise their baby boys and rest on the Sabbath day. But most of all, God
would teach them how to properly worship Him. Their father Abraham had seen
moon worship in Ur. They had seen sun worship in Egypt. Now God wanted to
teach them how to worship Him. God had a desire that His people be a nation of
worshippers. In Egypt, the priest worshipped for the people. But in the
wilderness everyone of them would be a priest. God made them worshippers,
now He brought them in to the desert school to teach them how to do it. Lord,
teach me to worship rightly.
It’s hard to worship God with all types of distractions. That’s why you find a
quiet place to read the Scriptures and pray. You can worship God where there
are distractions, such as commuting to work, or praying on a rush-hour bus. But
privacy is best for worship. You need to be alone . . . quiet . . . the atmospheric
presence of God. Just as God leads Israel to a secluded spot in the desert to
worship Him, so you must find your private place to meet God each day. Does
God have a special place where He likes to manifest Himself? Yes, the place
where you meet with Him each day. Lord, I will meet You daily.

When someone dresses differently from us, we say they are peculiar. Also
we call them peculiar if they do things differently from us, and if they have
different attitudes. That’s what God expects His people to do and think. He
wants them to obey Him, dress like He tells them, and have passion for the things
He likes. God wants us to be His peculiar people. That means He wants us to be
different from the idol-worshipping people. He doesn’t want us to think like the
flesh-satisfying people of the world, nor live like self-driven people. The chief
end of man is not to feed his pleasures, satisfy the flesh, nor glorify Himself. The
chief end of man is to worship God and enjoy Him forever. Lord, I want to be
God-centered.
HOLY. That’s a word the world doesn’t understand. God wants you to be
holy, just as He wanted Israel to be a holy nation. The world Holy means “to
separate” or “to cut off.” God wanted Israel to cut itself off from the filthy
practice of the surrounding nations. God said, “Be holy, for I am holy.” Israel
must separate itself from evil and separate itself to God. How separate are you
from the evil practice of those around you? Lord, show me what I must do to be
closer to You.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 19:1-8

Date Read
DAY 55
God Made You A Worshipper
“And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud,
that the people may hear when I speak with you’ . . . Then it came to pass
on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and
lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the
trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who were in the camp
trembled” –Exodus 19:9, 16.

The Egyptians could see their gods in a temple. They could feel them, touch
them and bow down before them. But not Israel. The LORD God of Israel was
different, He could not be seen or touched; because “God is Spirit.” As for the
Lord God of Israel, no man hath seen Him at any time.” Even if Israel tried,
none could see a God that was unseeable. So God came to Israel in a thick dark
cloud, and settled on the top of Sinai. God was in the thick cloud of darkness,
but God was not the cloud, nor the darkness.
God took the initiative, He said, “I come to thee.” The gods of Egypt could
not move, so they could not go to where worshippers were worshipping. People
had to come to an idol, bow down before it and worship it. But the Egyptians
were worshipping carved wood, or an idol made of gold, silver or clay. Their
idols represented nothing more than their thoughts about God. Their idols were
the creation of their hands. What good can a carved idol do for you? An idol
you create can’t save from sin, part the Red Sea, provide food and water, or heal
when you’re sick. But, You Lord, can do everything You promised.
Why would man bow down to a handcrafted idol? Because it’s within their
nature. The God of Heaven created man to be a worshipper. The primary thing
the human was created to do was to worship the Creator God. After all, the Lord
God can do everything for man, and in return what can the homosapian do? He
can only stand in awe of the Creator’s power. He can receive the good things the
God of Heaven gives him. The basic response of the created one is to bow down
in worship before the Creator. Lord, I receive everything from Your hand.
Man is a worshipper, and man constantly seeks to worship. But because man
rejects control, and anyone who tries to control him, man rejects God. Man
doesn’t know who God is or what God is like. So some try to create God in their
own image. They make an idol that resembles what they think God is like, then
they worship the idol. The problem is man is made in the image of God, not vice
versa.
God has given us life, so we should worship God as the Creator of our life.
But we don’t. We give our life to our job, or to our family or to our hobbies, and
then we turn to worship them. We worship whatever is powerful, i.e., money,
automobiles, and positions.

The Lord told Moses, “I want to be heard.” That’s why He sounded like a
loud trumpet. There were three million Israelites. What got them all started
walking at the same time, and stopped at the same time? Not a human voice. No
human could shout that loud. When the trumpet sounded, all the Israelites began
walking at the same time. We call it a trumpet or a sophar. But its sound carried
across the desert to the edge of the camp. When God spoke, His voice was like a
trumpet. Why? Because he wanted to be heard by all. Have you missed God’s
voice recently? Did He speak to you and you missed it? It wasn’t God’s fault.
He speaks loud enough to be heard. Lord, I’m listening, speak to me.
Did you miss God’s voice because you weren’t listening for Him? Were you
listening to something else? Maybe you were plugged into a Walkman, or is
there spiritual wax in your ears? What keeps you from hearing God’s voice?
God spoke loud, “That the people may hear.” God has promised to speak.
He speaks loud enough to be heard. And who could miss God when He speaks?
He knows everyone’s language and uses words that people understand. God had
done His part, speaking. Now you must do your part, listening. Lord, I will
listen.
When God spoke, the people were terrified. These were the people who had
murmured and complained. No wonder they were scared, they had displeased
God. Have you ever been terrified by God?
But an unbelieving heart tries to see God when He is not seeable. An
unbelieving spirit makes an idol, and then worships it. But God came to Israel in
a thick cloud so Israel couldn’t see God, even when their unbelieving eyes tried
to see the unseeable. It was a black cloud. Since God said blackness, the cloud
was absolute black. No one could see Him. God, I trust You, even when I can’t
see.
When God came, the people trembled. Have you ever trembled in the
presence of God? If you haven’t, it’s because you don’t fully know God. You
may just know God like chatting with a kindly grandfather. No fear, no awe, no
reverence! But at Mount Sinai God visited His people, then they trembled
because they were afraid. God was not just an idol, and God was not just a
kindly father figure. God manifested His powerful presence and the people
recognized He was awesome. Lord, I tremble at Your awesome power.
Has God made you a worshipper? Make sure you worship the right person in
the right way. The primary thing God wants from you is worship. Make sure
you bow down in body and soul before the powerful God of the Ages. Lord, I
come to You in reverence . . . fear . . . worship.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 19:8-25

Date Read
DAY 56
Get On God’s Side of the Line
First Commandment
“And God spoke all these words, saying: ‘I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
You shall have no other gods before Me’” –Exodus 20:1-3.
God reached down from Heaven to draw a line upon the earth. He drew it
across the North African Saharan Desert, through Egypt straight to one particular
mountain. God drew a line at Mount Sinai that separated God-worshippers from
idol-worshippers. It was a line that’s been repeatedly drawn through the ages.
God’s people must get on His side of the line, the rest of unbelieving humanity
has lined up on the other side with false gods. What is the line? What does it
say?
Thou shalt have no other god before me! God wants His followers to be
wholly dedicated to Him . . . wholly separated from false gods. God made all
people worshippers, so He wants everyone to worship Him only. But those on
the other side of the line bow down to idols. Therefore, God rejects them as they
reject Him. He wants us to have no other gods in our life. Lord, You are my only
God.
So you better quickly get rid of all your idols and images. What? You don’t
have any idols in your home? What do you have that gets priority over God?
Anything that gets preeminence before the Eternal God is your self-made idol.
And when you place anything before God, you might as well be on your knees
worshipping it, because that’s what you do in your heart. God made you to be a
worshipper; so if you don’t worship the true God, be careful you’re not reacting
by worshipping a false god. Lord, I reject false Gods.
Whether you recognize it or not, the Lord is your God. He has done for all
what only God can do. He has given you life, created the world in which you
live, given you the laws of nature, and protected you until this moment. Are you
like many who deny the Lord? Many act
as though God is not their God. They go so far as to act as if He isn’t a god,
they act as if He were not there. That’s why God has drawn a line at Sinai. He
puts those who worship Him on one side, and those who deny Him on the other
side. Lord, I’m on Your side, I won’t try to walk on both sides.
When God asked Israel to step over to His side of the line, he reminded them
of what He had done for them. “I . . . brought thee out of the house of bondage.”
God wanted Israel to remember they were slaves in Egypt. He wanted them to
remember the sting of the whip and their backbreaking labor from dawn to dusk.
God wanted Israel to remember the cruelty of their
human taskmasters. Because He delivered them, now God challenges them
to serve Him. Thou shalt have no other god before Me. Is that too much to ask,

especially since He freed you? If sin was cruel to you, why would you worship
an idol instead of God?
Do you understand the word “No!” God said, “No other gods.” That seems
clear to me. When it comes to other gods, the answer is “No!” God doesn’t want
you fifty percent of the time, and allow you to worship an idol fifty percent of
your time. The same goes for your money and your effort. God doesn’t want to
be a half-time God. He doesn’t even want ninety percent
of your time, if you’re going to give ten percent to an idol. As a matter of
fact, God doesn’t want you ninety-nine percent of the time. He wants all of you;
all of your love, all your obedience and all your worship. That’s why God drew
the line at Sinai. Lord, I want to be on Your side, not on the other side.
Some people try to make a Christian idol. What is that? It’s a man-made
idol with a lot of Christianity thrown in to make it acceptable. Sometimes people
try to worship God with Christian hymns, then they throw in some tunes they
learned in Egypt. They create a Christian idol. Sometimes people learn
Christian truth, but they mix in the philosophy of Egypt. Is God pleased with
Christian idols? Listen to what He says, “No other gods.” God doesn’t want you
bowing down to any idol under any condition, even if you try to sanctify
your idol with Christian music or Christian philosophy from Egypt. God says
“He only” can be worshipped. Lord, I draw the line, I reject Christian idols.
Notice the phrase, “No other god before Me.” Does the word before mean
first? You have God first, but then you have your idols after God. That’s like
going to church on Sunday, but living like you want to all week. No, the word
first doesn’t just mean first in time. Also the word first just doesn’t mean first in
priority. If that were true, you’d give God your first efforts, your first strength,
then serve your idols with what is left. When God is first, nothing else is second.
The phrase “Before Me” means don’t have an idol anywhere around God. Don’t
bring an idol in the house, don’t bring it on the property. Don’t buy an idol or
accept it as a gift. The only place for an idol is on the other side of the line from
God. Lord, there are no idols on my side.
Since you belong to God, He’s your life. God is before you, above you,
behind you and He indwells you. God’s got you surrounded. Since God said,
“No other gods before Me,” that means you can’t have an idol anywhere in your
life. Lord, I’m on Your side of the line, I’ve cleaned out all idols.
What’s left? Just you and God. What else do you need? If you know the
Creator of the universe, do you need anyone? Anything? The first command
negatively told Israel to
get rid of idols. It also told the nation positively, to make the Lord God the
center of their life. Lord, I’m here on Your side.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 20:1-17

Date Read
DAY 57
Becoming An Image Of Your Maker
Second Commandment
“You shall not make for yourself a carved image--any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve
them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of
those who hate Me” –Exodus 20:4, 5.

When I was a kid I didn’t understand what “graven” meant. I thought it
referred to something terrible like he was gravely ill, or certain situations were
grave. I thought if I made a graven image, it was a serious infraction. Only later
did I find out that the word graven meant “carved.” God was telling the
Israelites, “Do not carve an image in My place.”
God told Israel not to carve images long before they did it. Why? Because
God made man a worshipper and He knew that man would worship something, if
he didn’t worship the true God. God understood rebellion; He had seen Lucifer
rebel against Him. Eve had eaten the forbidden fruit and Cain refused to bring a
blood sacrifice. So God knew that the Israelites would rebel against Him and
worship idols, long before they did it. Do you realize that God knows you’re
going to sin long before you do it and He still lets you sin anyway? Why?
Because God gave you the freedom of choice. God wanted you to choose to
worship Him. He does not get glory from forcing people to worship Him. Lord,
help me make the right decisions about worship.
When God says, “Any graven image,” God does not want any kind
whatsoever. Even so, some people try to walk on both sides of the line
worshipping God, but slipping in a small idol here or there. They think “if it’s an
insignificant idol, God won’t care.” But any idol is offensive to God, no matter
how small, no matter how unobtrusive. Do you have small sins and small idols?
Do you disobey God in small ways or in unnoticed ways? Look again at the
word “any” and cleanse your life of “any graven images.” Lord, I don’t want any
sin in my life.
The word image defies logic. First, we were made in God’s image, then we
turn around and make an idol in our image. But when we do, we’re wrong in
three ways. First, we’re wrong in attitude or purpose. We think we are “little
gods.” We think we can do what God has done. Inasmuch as God has made us
in His image, we think that we can turn around and make a god in our image. So
what do we do, we carve an image out of wood or stone to glorify ourselves.
Sometimes we use our creative ability and mold it with our hands. But whatever

we do, our little god never represents the true God, and our little god is always
offensive to the God of the Ages. Lord, I hate idols.
But there’s a second thing. We do it wrongly, which means we use the
wrong methods. We think we are honoring God by making something like Him,
but God doesn’t want the work of our hands. God wants our total heart in
worship. God wants us to recognize who He is and what He’s done for us. Lord,
I worship You for making me in Your image.
In the third place, we produce the wrong thing. The Israelites should
remember what God of Heaven did to the false Egyptian gods. In one plague
after another, God struck down what the Egyptians revered. When their crops
failed from lack of sun, they worshipped Re, the Sun god. When their crops
failed from lack of rain, they made an idol to the rain god. When insects
destroyed their crops, they tried to pacify the insect-gods by making images to
them. Isn’t that what an unbelieving heart does? It looks to any solution but
God.
An idol is an image; it’s what the sculptor thinks that God is like.
Michelangelo, the sculptor, said that he looked within the marble to see what was
there before he began to carve, then he sculpted the statue according to what was
in the marble. Isn’t that the wrong way to try and make an idol of God? You
wouldn’t look within the gold, marble, or wood to see if God is there. No, you
should look into the Word of God to see the God of the Scriptures. You should
look into Creation to see the God who created everything. Since God is spirit, no
image can represent Him. Lord, I bow to You.
But idol worshippers don’t understand that. Why, because they’ve already
rejected the worship of the true God of Heaven, they want a god that lets them do
what they want to do. But Christianity is the opposite. Remember, since you
were made in the image of God; therefore, do what God tells you to do, and
conform your life into His image. Make yourself more like God, i.e., be more
Godlike. Lord, I want to bring honor and glory to You.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 20:18-26

Date Read
DAY 58
Speak God’s Name Sincerely
Third Commandment
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the
LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain” –Exodus
20:7.
The Ten Commandments were never intended as a set of divine laws by
which Israel could earn salvation. God had already extended grace to them time
and again. He chose to redeem them from Egyptian bondage, deliver them
through the Red Sea, and provide water and food in the desert. God had given
them everything they needed to survive. Therefore why Ten Commandments?
The heart of those Ten Commandments teaches a relationship between God and
His people.
They were more than a guideline for daily living, the
commandments reflected the covenant relationship between God and His people.
When God told His people to not take His name in vain, it meant they should
not use it in a degrading or insulting way. God’s name and His character are
inseparable; when someone made fun of His name, they were laughing at God.
When His name was used in a frivolous way, they did not take God seriously. In
today’s culture, it is common to joke about God. But think of the jokes about
God. Isn’t that a reflection of the jokester’s unbelief? If you really believed in
God, could you joke about Him? But the jokester says “I was just kidding . . . .”
Should we kid about important things like salvation, damnation and the God who
created the universe? Those who joke about serious things are reflecting their
immature attitude to life. Since God has told us how to live and what to do, we
need to get serious about it. Does your humor about God reflect your maturity or
immaturity? Lord, help me use Your name seriously.
When someone uses God’s name in a curse, he will be punished. You can’t
say I didn’t know what I was doing. God said He will not hold them guiltless.
The very fact he recognized God, implies he knows who God is and what He
requires of him. So, you can’t be innocent if you use His name in a curse. When
you condemn someone to Hell using God’s name, you’re trying to take His place.
Only God can commit a person to damnation. Why are there so many curse
words connected to God’s name? Because the unbelieving world takes the one
name that should be associated with holiness and associates it with filthiness.
Check out your language, make sure you don’t offend God by using His name
wrongly. Lord, I will honor You by using Your name correctly.
Why do people use God’s name to curse others? There’s probably a two-fold
reason. First, it’s the unbelief of the curser’s heart. He doesn’t believe in God or
he doesn’t believe God will do anything about what he says. No one could
believe in God and use His name with cursing. If you’re guilty of cursing,
remember the three steps to restore fellowship with God. First confess it as sin;

second, ask God to forgive you and third, determine never to do it again. Lord, I
will not curse.
But there’s another way some believers take God’s name in vain. It’s when
they use God’s name in a commitment, but they do not mean what they say.
Some have promised, “God, I’ll do everything I can to attend church every
Sunday this year.” But the first obstacle they face, they stay away from church.
If they break their promise easily, they didn’t mean the promise they made in
God’s name in the first place.
There’s still another problem some Christians have when they use God’s
name. They claim to worship God saying, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord” but
their minds are not on the Lord when they use His name. They pray, calling on
the name of the Lord, but their whole heart is not in their prayer. At least not like
when they cheer for their favorite team. They use God’s name half-heartedly.
When you absent-mindedly mouth the name of God in prayer, you take His name
in vain. Lord, I will use Your name sincerely.
Suppose you were talking with a person, but you look right past them at
another person or you were looking at some action that was happening in the
background. Wouldn’t that be considered rude or impolite? How does God feel
when you’re supposed to be talking to Him, but your mind is on something else.
Would that be impolite? God will not hold that person guiltless. Lord, keep my
mind on You.
Notice this commandment has affirmative action expressed by negations, i.e.,
not hold him guiltless. If God would not hold them guiltless, that means they
would be guilty. Do you know the way to clean up your guilty record? “The
blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin” (2 John 1:7). Notice it cleanses all
sin. Aren’t you glad you know Jesus? Do you have any sin that needs cleansing
right now? Lord, forgive my idle words when I have used Your name in vain.
Because I want to honor You, I pray in Jesus name.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 22

Date Read
DAY 59
Making The Lord’s Day Holy
Fourth Commandment
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and
do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your
God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter,
nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your
stranger who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed
it” –Exodus 20:8-11.
The Fourth Commandment should be a delight. You are to make one day
holy each week by worshipping God, resting, and remembering God’s creative
example. But most Christians don’t. On the other hand, a few Christians
legalistically keep laws on the Sabbath. They don’t buy anything, travel, or do
any work. I grew up in a family with some practices like that. As a small boy I
could play in the back yard on Sunday, but not in the front yard. “What would
the neighbors think?” mother asked. I could play quiet games but nothing that
caused a sweat. And of course I had to take a Sunday afternoon nap, like all the
grown ups. I did everything outwardly, but didn’t fulfill God’s meaning because
I didn’t make it a holy day.
Some other Christians have tried to explain away the Lord’s day. They
wrongly apply Paul’s observation of, “esteeming every day alike.” To them there
is no difference between the Lord’s day and Monday, except on Sunday they go
to church. On the Lord’s Day they are gainfully employed, play golf, attend
sporting events, treating Sunday like any other day. They claim the law of the
Old Testament is passed away, so they say the practice of keeping the Sabbath
has also passed away. But has the meaning passed away?
The word Sabbath means cessation or rest. Shouldn’t believers follow God’s
example of ceasing labors on the Sabbath. When you pause from work, you
recognize God has created everything, and you re-submit to His rulership over
your life. Just as all Creation bowed in worship to God on the first Sabbath when
God rested, so your Sabbath rest recognizes God’s authority over your life. Lord,
let my rest be worship to You.
Recognizing the Sabbath began long before the Ten Commandments were
given, so it’s a day that should be remembered long after the Old Testament
dispensation of law has passed. The Sabbath was a creation ordinance, therefore
you should remember the Sabbath until that future date when this order of
Creation ends; then you’ll observe your future rest in Heaven.
The Sabbath is not about rules, it’s not about stopping work, and it shouldn’t
be burdensome. Look at the command again. “Remember . . . to keep it holy.”

You are to offer the day as a holy offering to God. Why? Because the Scriptures
teach, “God . . . sanctified it” (Gen. 2:3) and “The Lord . . . hallowed it” (Exod.
20:11). Since God initially made it a holy day, you should continue His example.
Lord, I will make Your day holy in my life.
How can you make one day a holy day? By worshipping God, just as Job
worshipped every seventh day (Job 1:4, 5). On your day of rest, give more time
to meeting God than to any other activity. Worship the Creator God privately on
Sunday. Then join in corporate worship with your church, praising God together
for His grace and goodness. You should look forward to the next Lord’s Day
when you can fellowship with God and magnify Him for everything He has
given you in the last six days? Lord, I will worship every Lord’s Day.
God gave us the Sabbath as a “sign” (Exod. 31:13). You know what a sign
does? It points people to a location, or it gives them a message. That’s what you
do when you keep a Sabbath rest. You’re giving God a message. You’re telling
Him you re-submit to His authority. Just as He set the laws of nature in place to
control His Creation, so you’re telling God you submit to all His laws and His
orders. But your Sabbath also is a sign that points out something else. When
others see you remembering the Sabbath, they recognize you are a Godworshipper. Do other Christians see you worshipping God? Do non-Christians
realize you are attending church to worship God? Lord, I hallow Your Day, make
it holy by Your presence when I worship.
God established a pattern with His first Sabbath, as a principle for you today.
Work comes first, followed by rest. That’s why the original Sabbath came on the
last day of the week, following six days of work. When God sanctified the
Sabbath, He also put His seal on His work and gave us an example to work
(Exod. 31:15). “Six days shall work be done” (Lev. 23:3). When you remember
to keep your Sabbath holy, also remember to keep your work holy. What does
that mean? When you do your secular work diligently to the Lord, it is one way
to worship God because you are obeying Him with six days of dedicated work.
Do you realize when you go to work today, it is a work offering to God? If you
work at secular employment, in the home, or as a student; your work is an
“offering” to God. Lord, accept my work as an offering to You, just as much as
You accept the way I keep the Lord’s Day as worship to You.
The expression of the Sabbath has changed from the Old Testament to the
New. Christians no longer keep the last day of the week, but the first day, i.e.,
Sunday. Christ arose on the First day of the week, thereby sanctifying it as a
special day to remember His death and resurrection. The early church gathered
to worship on Sunday (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2). And Jesus appeared to His
assembled disciples on successive Sundays where they worshipped Him. So,
today we gather to worship Him on Sunday. When John met Jesus on the Lord’s
Day (Rev. 1:10), he fell at His feet to worship Him. Thus the principle of
worship on His day has not been changed although we now worship on a new
day. Lord, I look forward to this coming Sunday as a glorious day of fellowship
with Jesus Christ as I worship at His feet.

Finally, your Sabbath should be enjoyable. Don’t strive with the Holy Spirit
because you can’t do this or that. Don’t make it a legal day where you live by
rules and man-made regulations. Enjoy it. Think of working so hard—sweat—
that you’re about to drop. Then comes break time. You find the shade . . . you
lay in the grass . . . you take a cool drink . . . you get rejuvenated. That rest time
is good, because you feel restored. That should be your attitude Sunday. Look
forward to your next Lord’s Day . . . for rest . . . for enjoyment . . . and for divine
fellowship. But most of all, Sunday is for worship.
Today’s Reading: Hebrews 4

Date Read
DAY 60
Why Honor My Parents?
Fifth Commandment
“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon
the land which the LORD your God is giving you” –Exodus 20:12.
Commandments One to Four focused on Israel’s relationship to God.
Beginning with this fifth commandment, the emphasis is on Israel’s relationship
with one another. The Fifth Commandment tells you to honor your parents and it
is a bridge between the first section and second section. The first four
commandments bind you in a covenant relationship to God; the last six reflect a
covenant relationship to one another. You cannot love God in a vacuum, nor can
you live by faith in a world without people. The acid test of your relationship to
God is reflected in the way you treat others. Lord, I want to keep the
commandments to You and to others.
The Hebrew word for honor means “heavy.” When you honor your parents,
you literally don’t take them lightly. When you honor your parents, you respect
them . . . value them . . . and obey them. Why do you think God began our
human covenant with a reference to parents? Why didn’t God begin
commanding us to obey the king, or not kill, or pay taxes? Because the way
children respond to their parents is indication of the way they will respond to all
people and all of life when they grow up.
When God said, “Honor your parents,” He was talking about something
much deeper than getting along at home. God was talking about recognizing the
authority He gave to them over children. As children relate to their parents, they
learn to relate to all authority. And if they can get along with parents who love
them, children will get along reasonably well in life with those who don’t love
them. So if you honor your parents, you can get along with your boss to make
money. You can get along with the government and not end up in jail. You can
get along at church . . . at play . . . in every area of life. Lord, I will honor my
parents.
Because this commandment deals with getting along with authority, it’s the
only commandment with a promise. If you honor your parents, you will live
long. This promise probably has a two-fold interpretation. First, if you honor the
authority of your parents, you’ll develop the attitude of honoring God and His
authority over you. God can then supernaturally bless you with long life. But in
a second natural way, the one who learns to honor authority, will not get stressed
out in constant rebellion. The child’s calm nature will make long physical life
possible; no strokes, heart attacks or high blood pressure from tension and stress.
Will you live long because you recognize authority over your life? Lord, I will
recognize authority.

The reverse is just as possible. If you don’t honor your parents, will you
have a short life? Die early? Probably! Those who fight authority are usually
crushed by it. You can only get by with breaking laws for so long before the
authorities catch up with you. Whether it’s one big offense that eventually gets
you, or the accumulation of many small offenses, you won’t be around if you
constantly thumb up your nose at authority. Lord, I submit.
There are two sides to this honor thing. First, you must honor your parents.
But second, parents must be honorable. What happens if parents are not
honorable? Do we have to honor parents who are wrong? Do we have to obey
parents who keep making mistakes? Did God give a conditional clause in this
commandment? Did God didn’t say honor your parents if they are good . . . if
they are right . . . if they are Christians? This brings up the subject of unsaved
parents. Are we to honor parents who are not Christians?
The answer to the above question is wrapped together in a larger issue. You
honor your parents because they represent authority, not because they deserve
honor, or you disobey because they are not honorable. The real issue is
authority. However, parental authority is not always applied rightly. Even when
parental application may be wrong, you must honor them because it’s always
right to honor authority. So the issue is authority, not the parents and their
lifestyle. Ultimately all authority comes from God, and when you honor
authority, you honor God. Lord, I will always submit to authority.
The child who honors his parents is developing a life-long attitude toward
God’s authority over his life. If you treat your parents’ authority lightly, then
you’ll probably have a poor attitude to God’s authority.
The prodigal son is an illustration of one who rebelled under his father’s
authority. We can almost hear him say, “You never want me to have any fun in
life.” He thought the answer to his greatest problem was to get out from under
his father’s rules. So the prodigal left his father’s home for a life of pleasures.
But life was hard for the prodigal because he had not learned self-discipline. He
lived in a world that demanded work in return for reward. Since he hadn’t
learned to live and work under authority, he ended up hungry.
Are you like the prodigal? Have you had difficulty submitting to the
authority of your parents? Work? Government? God? If you have an authority
problem, go back to the beginning. Remember how the prodigal son came to
himself. You may have to apologize to your parents and you may have to reestablish your submission to your parent’s authority. You can’t be a child again,
and you can’t obey the things expected of little children. But you can recognize
the authority they represent, and you can “honor your parents.” What does God
promise you, “The Lord your God may make your days long on the earth.” Lord,
I honor my parents’ authority and submit to Your rule over my life.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 23

Date Read
DAY 61
Life Is The Most Precious Gift Of All
Sixth Commandment
“You shall not murder” –Exodus 20:13.
God created people to worship Him. To get authentic worship, God created
us free; that means we could choose to worship God, or choose not to worship
God. Also, to get meaningful worship, God created us with intellect so we
realize what we were doing when we worship God. Finally, to get passionate
worship, God created us with deep emotions so we would pour out our deep
feeling in praise to God. Lord, I worship You with all my intellect, emotions, and
will.
The moral limits of Creation are the boundaries between you and God. No
one should trespass between you and God. When they do, they trespass on holy
ground—ground hallowed for worshiping God. But suppose someone enters that
“no man” zone. God has announced, “Thou shall have no idol, no person,
nothing—between you and me.” Why? Because the un-uttered commandment,
is that assumption we should all know, “Thou shall worship Me, and Me alone.”
Lord, I will worship You.
Suppose someone steps into the no trespassing zone trying to stop your
worship. Smile, because worship is internal. You can worship anywhere, any
time, under any circumstance. As long as you’ve got your mind, you can
worship. But what if they kill you? Then you can’t worship, then the issue is
between them and God.
There are many reasons why God said, “Thou shall not murder.” The
primary reason is that murder cuts off worship. The murdered one can no longer
do what God put him on this earth to do. But there’s a second reason, God gave
life to all; how can any human presume to take away what God has given?
Murder is a sin because the murderer presumes to take God’s place in a moral
decision.
There’s a third reason; murder is an aggression against God, because
everyone is made in God’s image. We’re image-bearers. If you kill someone,
you’re doing more than terminating a life. You’re destroying God’s image. Just
as you see yourself when you look in a mirror, so God sees Himself in each of us
when He looks into our inner person. But if you murder someone, you’re killing
what God made to glorify Himself. You’re killing God’s image-bearer. Lord,
may I bear Your image well.
These reasons against murder are much higher than those in our legal
textbooks. Our laws say murder is a crime against society, that if our laws
allowed a murderer to take a life without punishment, you might be next. So
society makes a social-contract against murder to protect your life. God
recognizes social laws, but God’s holy law against murder extends to an area

unknown by the non-Christian. When someone is murdered, God’s plan for that
life is ended and God no longer receives praise from him. Lord, may we all
praise You with our life.
Obviously, murder is a devaluation of the life taken. But it’s more than one
person knowingly taking the life of another. This commandment prohibits other
forms of murder, i.e., abortion, euthanasia, genocide, suicide, and terrorist acts to
destroy life. No one questions these acts are prohibited in the Sixth
Commandment. Lord, I accept Your standards for life.
But let’s look at some other things we do that take human life. Are these
murder? Taking harmful addicting drugs? Alcohol? Cigarettes? These all
shorten life and snuff out God’s wonderful plan for each person. What about
withholding food or water? Withholding clothing in dangerous weather?
Withholding shelter? What about dangerous driving? Overeating? Addiction to
dangerous, yet prescribed drugs?
When we look deeply into murder, we might be much closer to breaking the
commandments than we realize. How deep does the commandment go? Don’t
do anything to destroy the image of God in you or in someone else. O God, may
I help others fulfill Your will each day. May I not harm any person in any way at
anytime.
The bottom line is God. Both spiritual and physical life is a precious gift of
God. We must receive this valuable treasure carefully; for once our time of
testing on this earth is over, we don’t get a second chance. We must receive life
joyfully, and protect it tenaciously. We must share the life for God with others—
generously. All this we must do—lawfully. Lord, I recognize the law of man
and the law of God.
Jesus said to “love our neighbors as we love our self.” That is the ultimate
expression of the Sixth Commandment. If we loved someone, we could not think
of killing them. When we love someone, we look on them the way God looks on
them. We go the extra mile, protecting their life. Lord, teach me love.
What did Jesus mean about love when He said, “Love others as we love our
self?” Was Jesus talking about self-love, i.e., self-protection, self-exaltation, or
self-acceptance? If that’s what Jesus meant, then we should recognize the basic
self-love as one reason not to murder.
But Jesus was appealing to a higher motivation. Our ultimate love and our
only pure love, is love of God. We should love others with the love we have for
God. When we love God we serve Him, praise Him, and worship Him. So we
come back to where we began. Why is murder wrong? Because of worship. We
are created to worship God, and when we murder, we abdicate our duty to
worship. When someone is murdered, they no longer can worship. Lord, while I
have life, I will worship You.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 24

Date Read
DAY 62
Something Better For Your Body
Seventh Commandment
“You shall not commit adultery” –Exodus 20:14.
God wants the very best for you, that’s why He gives marriage to the human
race. Marriage is not wrong, because God performed the first marriage
ceremony, and sex is not dirty because the Bible said, “The bed is undefiled”
(Heb. 13:4). When God brought the first man and woman together they became
one. Adam said, “This is now bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh” (Gen.
2:23).
Every thing God created was good, we know that because He said so. When
God created sexuality—male and female—God pronounced that also was good.
That means sex differences are good and the act of sex is good. And what was
the purpose of sex? First, for procreation, God said, “be fruitful and multiply”
(Gen. 1:28). Next, sex was for intimacy, i.e., the man and woman becoming one.
In the third place, sex was for enjoyment (The Song of Solomon). Lord, thank
You for Your gift of love and sex.
Because sex was such a good thing, God said don’t do it with someone who
is not your spouse. When you commit adultery, you make a mockery of intimacy
and you violate your vow to the one you promised to love until death do you part.
Adultery takes a big chunk out of your character and desecrates what God says is
holy. That’s reason enough to stay sexually pure. But there’s another reason,
sex leads to giving life to a baby—your child—who will live forever. In that
moment of stolen pleasure, you give life to a soul who must one day be
converted, live for God; and at death, that baby will live with God forever or will
live in Hell without end. If you don’t, or can’t, follow through to make sure your
baby is converted. Will God hold you responsible if your baby does not meet
you in Heaven? The bottom line, don’t commit adultery.
What is included in adultery? Sexual relations when one of the partners is
married, but also includes sex between two unmarried persons. It also includes
homosexuality, incest and sexual abuse of a child. Lord, keep me and my family
pure.
Paul was shocked at the thought of adultery. “Flee from sexually immorality
. . . all other sins a man commits are without his body, but he who sins sexually
sins against his body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit, who is in you . . . you are not your own” (1 Cor. 6:19).
Would You blaspheme God by committing adultery on a church altar? No!
You would reverence God’s house because it is a sanctuary, which means God’s
presence lives in the house. That’s what your body is, a sanctuary. God’s
presence lives in you. If you could have looked into the holy of holies of the Old
Testament Tabernacle—you can’t—but if you could, you’d see a pale blue flame

enthroned on the mercy seat above the Ark of the Covenant. That flame is the
Shekinah glory, that’s God dwelling in His sanctuary. But in this dispensation
there is no Tabernacle or Temple where God lives. God dwells in our bodies.
He lives in us, that makes us holy. So we must be careful what we do with these
bodies. Lord, I will be sexually pure because You live in my body.
Just as believers come to worship God in the Old Testament Tabernacle, now
you must use your body to worship God. Why did God say adultery is wrong?
Because you take the body that is set aside for worship to desecrate it in
disobedience. How terrible the Babylonians blasphemed God by tearing apart
Solomon’s Temple in 580 B.C. How terrible Antiochus Epiphanies offended
God by offering a pig on the altar in 168 B.C. How terrible the Romans defied
God by burning Herod’s Temple in 70 A.D. You would commit the same
blasphemy against God with your body by committing adultery? Lord, keep me
pure.
You must worship God through the proper use of your body. When God
said, “No sex outside of marriage,” He was not taking away your fun. God has
something better for you. In marriage God says, “I have a wonderful gift for
you.” He tells you to enjoy each other, be intimate; and when you have children,
they will give you more satisfaction that any other accomplishment in life. But
God also says, “Your body is My sanctuary, it’s holy.” You worship God
indirectly by all the right things you do with your body. You worship God
directly through your body when you magnify and praise Him. Lord, I worship
You through my body now.
Today’s Reading: John 8:1-11

Date Read
DAY 63
Who Owns Your French Fries?
Eighth Commandment
“You shall not steal” –Exodus 20:15.
Everyone owns “stuff,” the Bible says it’s all right to own things. However,
there is a right way to acquire, and there is a wrong way to get stuff. The Eighth
Commandment declares stealing is the wrong way to get stuff. God says, “Thou
shall not steal.” Lord, I won’t steal.
But let’s put same commandment in a positive context. The Fifth
Commandment says, “Respect your parents,” the Sixth Commandment says,
“Respect your neighbor’s life,” the Seventh Commandment says, “Respect your
neighbor’s love,” and the Eighth Commandment says, “Respect your neighbor’s
stuff.”
Why should we respect what others own? Why is it wrong to steal from
them? Because we’re stealing from God. Everything you own belongs to God
and everything the other person owns belongs to God. We’re just stewards of
our time, talents and treasures. Some wrongly think only the tithe belongs to
God. That’s a wrong percentage. All our money belongs to God, all one
hundred percent. We give Him ten percent to demonstrate His ownership of
everything in our lives, then we get to use the remaining ninety percent the way
God wants us to use what we possess, all for His glory. Lord, I give You control
of all my stuff.
A father bought his young son a hamburger and French fries, but the boy
ended up playing in the fries. So the father did what all fathers have done, he
reached to take one for himself. The boy tried to slap his father’s hand saying,
“Don’t eat my french fries.” The father was amused, not angry; because he loved
his son. The father thought, “He doesn’t realize I bought these fries, and he is
my son; I can do what I want with these fries. I could never buy him another fry,
or I could buy him so many fries, I could bury him in fries.” Ask yourself, “Who
owns the boy’s fries?” Then ask, “Does God own your french fries?”
The first reason why stealing is wrong is because God owns everything a
person possesses. When someone steals from them, they steal from God. But
that’s only a beginning. Think of what thieves may do to you when they take
your possessions. You feel empty, defrauded and at times angry. What you’ve
rightly worked for, they’ve stolen. You’ve given your time, energy, and
creativity to earn money, then they steal from you. Your money represents your
life, because you’ve poured out your life to earn something. They’ve stolen your
life, when they’ve taken something from you. Lord, I know there are thieves in
this world, protect me from them.

But those who steal want something for nothing. They steal because they are
greedy, reflecting a basic flaw in their character. God knows people are greedy,
so He says, “Thou shall not steal.” Lord, take away any greed in my heart.
There’s more than one way to steal. The first is by seizure. People steal by
shoplifting, pick pocketing, mugging, taking, or picking up something and
walking off with it when the owner is not looking. Next, people steal by deceit.
That’s when an auto mechanic claims to repair something that isn’t broke, or
does a flawed job. Deceit is false advertisement, false claims, exaggeration, or
selling someone a product he doesn’t need or can’t use.
The third way to steal is by defrauding someone. That’s withholding
something that’s rightfully due another, i.e., not paying a bill, or not paying a bill
on time. If you don’t pay a bill when it’s due, you defraud the other person out
of the interest they could make, or the use of that money or capital. Defrauding
is not giving a day’s work for a day’s pay. These are all ways of stealing from
another person. Lord, may I never steal ignorantly.
Stewardship is using our time, talent, and treasure to magnify God. All life is
sacred, and all our life should bring glory to God. But when a thief steals from
us, we can’t use it for God’s glory, and he has violated God’s command.
When someone steals, we all lose, because something happens to both
persons internally. We grieve when something precious is stolen from us. The
thief enslaves himself in greed. We both lose.
We are created to worship God. We give a good testimony to God by our
hard productive work, and we should glorify God by the things we buy. God’s
care of His children is demonstrated when we work to take care of our needs and
as a result, our lifestyle worships Him. Good stewardship leads to worship, while
stealing destroys worship of God. Lord, may my lifestyle worship You.
So when you think of your stuff, and the potential of losing it, thank God for
what you have. A thief robbed a man of all his money. The man rose in church
to say, “I thank God he only took my money; he left my clothes and shoes.”
Next the man testified, “I thank God the thief didn’t take my life, now I can earn
more money.” Finally, he concluded, “I thank God I’m not the thief. I thank
God for giving me a new heart to be honest.” Can you worship God with your
whole heart for the “stuff” you’ve got? Lord, I worship You with all I’ve got.
Today’s Reading: Deuteronomy 5:1-21

Date Read
DAY 64
Be Honest In Your Worship

Ninth Commandment
“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor” –Exodus
20:16.
Have you ever noticed that most people don’t take lying very seriously, but
to God lying is a critical sin? Ananias and Sapphira lied to God and He struck
them dead. It’s a good thing God deals with us today in grace and God doesn’t
kill every Christian who lies. Our churches would probably be empty.
Why is lying serious? Because of the natural consequences when someone
believes a lie you tell. Those who believe a lie live upon false premises, and
sometimes our lie puts them in danger, or outright hurts them. The greater the
lies we tell, the greater harm others can suffer. Lord, may I never harm another.
But there’s a second reason why lying is wrong. When we deceive someone,
we harm our character. The more lies we tell, the more addictive we become to
lying, and the farther we remove ourselves from God and the truth. When we lie,
people will not believe us, nor will they relate to us. There’s the key word,
relationship. Lying is about our relationship with others, and ultimately our
relationship to God. God tells us not to lie because we hide behind lies and we
refuse to face ourselves. Lord, make me honest.
You lie to make yourself appear better than you are. You lie to make
yourself look bigger . . . better . . . more successful, etc. But you also lie to cover
up the things you do wrong. You don’t want people to know you are weak . . .
you failed . . . you sinned. That’s it! When you lie, you refuse to face yourself as
you are. You substitute a lie in place of honestly facing your weaknesses. When
you lie, you don’t strive to get better. So lying hurts your self-initiative. You try
to cover up your sin with a lie, instead of confessing your sin and repenting. So
lying hurts your spiritual relationship with God and keeps you weak. Lord, I
want to be an honest person.
When God says, “Thou shalt not lie,” what is He saying positively? God is
saying, “Thou shalt be honest.” When you’re honest about your weakness or sin,
you’ll do something about it. You’ll improve. Honesty is a starting point for
spiritual growth. Lord, help me grow in every area of my life.
When you lie, it’s like covering up an ugly wall with paint. We don’t want
to see what’s on the wall—it embarrasses us—so we cover it up with a lie. So
we spend one time looking at the new paint, i.e., the lie, but every time you look
at the wall, you remember what’s under the paint. You can’t lie to yourself. So
you end up living below the level of honesty. You live at the lie-level, i.e., what
you want others to believe. But God wants you to live at the truth-level, so you
are honest with yourself, with others, and with God. Lord, help me live at the
truth-level.

Living at the lie-level puts pressure on you all the time. You’ve got to
remember to tell the same lie to people you’ve misled, and you’ve got to
remember to tell the truth to those who know it. And you’ve got to keep the two
different views separate. When the Bible says, “The way of a transgressor is
hard,” it could have added, “the way of a liar is hard.”
Why do we lie? Sin! We lie because we are weak and we have a sinful
nature. When David said, “All men are liars,” he could have added, also, “all
women are liars.” When Satan tempted Eve, he lied to her and she ended up
lying to herself. Jesus told the Pharisees, “Ye are of your father the Devil,” and
“The Devil is a liar from the beginning.” Remember, lying is about relationship,
and the Devil wants to destroy your relationship to others and to God. Lord, keep
my relationship with You honest at all times.
When God says, “Thou shalt be honest,” He wants us to have a healthy
relationship to ourselves, to others, and to Him. If you’re honest with yourself,
you’ll recognize your limitations and call on God. You’ll recognize your sin and
confess it. You’ll ask God to forgive your sin by the blood of Christ and you’ll
repent of that sin. Your honesty will lead to growth. But the deepest reason to
tell the truth is worship. When you honestly face your puny human condition,
you’ll recognize the majesty of God. He is awesome in splendor and greatness.
When you recognize the smallness of your standing before God, you’ll fall down
in worship before His sovereignty saying, “Great is the Lord, and greatly to be
praised.”
You can’t bear false witness when you worship God. He knows what is in
your heart. He knows when you honestly praise Him, and when you’re faking it,
i.e., to tell God you love Him, yet you hold back from Him money, relationships,
or possessions. Remember, you can’t lie to yourself, so don’t try when you’re
worshipping God. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer (Ps. 19:14).
Today’s Reading: Deuteronomy 5:22-33

Date Read __________
DAY 65

Do Not Covet
Tenth Commandment
“You shall not covet your neighbor's wife; and you shall not desire your
neighbor's house, his field, his male servant, his female servant, his ox,
his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's” –Deuteronomy 5:21.

We know that the word covet is used by God, but it’s a word we don’t use
very often any more. Actually the word means “desire,” or “strong passion.”
And many wonder why God included this idea of “not coveting” in the Ten
Commandments. They think that coveting is nothing more than “shopping” for
something they plan to get later on. But coveting is wrong because it’s the first
step toward stealing a neighbor’s possession, or having adultery with a
neighbor’s wife. While we should not covet or have a deep desire for the things
of our neighbors, let’s look at the things for which we can yearn or desire.
Isaiah tells us desires should be to know God and experience His presence.
“With my soul I have desired You in the night, Yes, by my spirit within me I will
seek You early” (Isa. 26:9). We are to desire God more than anything that our
neighbor is or has. We should hunger after God (Matt. 5:6) and thirst after God
(John 6:35). When we meet and worship God, that should satisfy us more than
any possession on earth. When we properly experience His presence, we will no
longer covet anything on this earth. Lord, I covet Your blessing and Your
presence.
But people do covet. What does that mean? The more a person covets, the
fewer encounters they’ve had with God. For when you drink deeply of God, no
other drink will satisfy fully . . . satisfy as long . . . satisfy completely. So, those
drinking of God can eliminate their addiction to coveting. Lord, I drink of You.
But even people who meet God in daily worship can get sidetracked. Adam
and Eve met God each evening to worship Him in the cool of the garden. But
that wasn’t enough to protect her from evil. What was it about the tree? “She
saw that it was, ‘a tree to be desired’” (Gen. 3:6). Lord, help me guard my eyes.
Sometimes things that are mentioned last on a list are really first in priority.
The last commandment dealt with coveting or desiring, yet that was the root
priority of the previous sin. We steal because we covet our neighbor’s
possessions. We commit adultery because we covet sex with another. We lie
because we covet the respect of another. And murder is usually connected with
coveting.
What part of our body makes us covet the most? The eyes! Our eyes initiate
coveting. What we see with our eyes is what we want with our heart. Wait a
minute, isn’t the heart more involved in coveting than the eyes? Absolutely!

The greatest proof is a blind man. He can’t see with his eyes, yet his covetous
heart lusts after things. Lord, help me know when I covet.
Jesus understood this principle, “What comes out of a man, that defiles a
man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries,
fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within and
defile a man” (Mark 7:20-23). lord, forgive every coveting instinct of my heart.
Coveting is really a heart problem. Instead of desiring God, we desire
something else; i.e., possessions, money, positions, skills or honors. The secret
to overcoming a covetous attitude is to guard our heart. “Keep your heart with
all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23). Lord, I give my
heart to You again.
Our satisfaction in life is directly tied to two things. First, you must seek the
Lord, and second, you must find God. “The LORD looks down from heaven
upon the children of men, to see if there are any who understand, who seek God”
(Ps. 14:2). What happens when you search for God with your whole heart, “And
you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart” (Jer.
29:13). Lord, I’m searching.
Today’s Reading: Deuteronomy 6

Date Read
DAY 66
Is The Glory Cloud Over The Sanctuary?
“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.
According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle
and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it” –Exodus
25:8, 9.
Sanctuary! What an intriguing word. God told Israel to build a sanctuary
where He could live among them. Up until now the only sanctuary was Heaven
itself. It was created when God first planned mankind, “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:11). Did you notice that the word was
plural, i.e., heavens? The word refers to three heavens. First, the atmosphere
around us where birds and planes fly, then the hemisphere where the stars are
located, and finally, the abode of God called Heaven or sanctuary. Think about
the wonder of the event. For eternity, the God of the heavens did not have a
place where He could dwell or manifest His presence. But now to three million
Israelites, and to this embryonic nation camped out in front of Mount Sinai, God
says, “I’m coming to live with you, build Me a sanctuary.”
The word sanctuary is close in meaning to sanctify, i.e., to make holy. So a
sanctuary is a holy place. It was holy because God lives there. Israel was
instructed to build a tent for God to live in, also called a Tabernacle. It was to be
a portable tent. The Levites would fold it up to take with them wherever God
led. When God stopped, the nation would set up camp, and the Levites would set
up the Tabernacle. It was the first thing the nation set up when they stopped
because God was first in all things. Lord, be first in my life.
The sanctuary was set up at the center of Israel’s camp. Three tribes camped
to the north, three to the south, three to the east, and three to the west. Was this
to protect the tent from thieves and enemy attacks? No! God can protect
Himself. The Tabernacle was at the center of their encampment to demonstrate
God was at the center of the nation. Lord, be the center of my life.
Can you see the twelve tribes of Israel camped about the large tent in the
center of everything? And ascending up out of the Tabernacle was something
that looked like smoke. Was something burning in the tent? No! That was the
Shekinah-glory cloud. It was a cloud that reached from the sanctuary all the way
into Heaven. As high as you can see, the cloud went up to God. Israel would
have watched carefully for the cloud each day. When they saw the cloud, they
knew God was with them. They should have been fearful if the cloud
disappeared because it meant God had left them. Lord, I want Your daily
presence in my life.
You are the Temple of God and He dwells in your life. You are a sanctuary.
Is there a cloud over you? Not a rain cloud because you’re a grouch or a
pessimist. Do you have God’s glory over your life? We don’t have actual clouds

over our heads, but symbolically we should have the glory of His presence with
us. Lord, don’t let Your glory depart.
Many things happened in the Tabernacle. That’s where the Israelite brought
a lamb for a blood sacrifice. In the sanctuary, each got forgiveness. Also, the
Israelite brought their gifts—the tithe—as an offering to show their love and
obedience to God. Also they came to pray in the sanctuary. In that gigantic tent
was the place God met men, and the greatest encounter was worship. Lord, I
exhalt You upon the throne of my heart.
Since God is in the sanctuary, what are you going to do about it? The
Psalmist said, “Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and bless the LORD” (Ps.
134:2). You should worship and bless the Lord. Again the Psalmist said, “Praise
God in His sanctuary” (Ps. 150:1). Because God has entered the dwelling place,
I praise You.
Some call their church buildings a sanctuary as a designation or a name.
Some churches call the room where they worship a sanctuary, but the
atmospheric presence of God is not there. You can’t feel His presence and He
doesn’t manifested Himself there. Other church buildings may not have the
name sanctuary, but God is evidently present in their meetings. What is the
difference? Probably the sincerity of the worship that is conducted in the
building. Since God seeks worship, He will come to dwell in the midst of
worshipping people (Ps. 22:3), and will dwell in buildings where He is praised
(John 4:24).
Years ago there was a movie of an Iowa farmer who heard voices. The
farmer was told, ”If you build it, they will come.” The story had a fairytale feel of
ancient baseball players returning to play on that field. While I put no credibility
to the story, I could change the key line to say, “If you worship the Lord, He will
come to receive your praise.” Israel built a sanctuary to worship God, and He
came to receive their praise. When Israel worshipped God sincerely, the cloud
remained above the Tabernacle, God was in the camp. Lord I love to worship
You, I want to feel Your atmospheric presence in my life.
Your body is a sanctuary; God has taken up His dwelling place in your life.
So meet Him each morning before you begin your day. Remember, if you
worship the Lord, He will come. Is there a special place you meet the Lord? A
den? Bedroom? Kitchenette? Study? If that’s the place you meet the Lord and
He comes there to receive worship, then that’s your sanctuary. Your sanctuary
may be a deck or patio, or the front seat of your vehicle. Wherever you meet the
Lord to worship Him, make that your sanctuary. Lord, I sanctify that place to
Your glory, meet with me there daily.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 24

Date Read
DAY 67
Learning Worship From The Angels
“Make the mercy seat of pure gold, three and a half feet long and twelve
inches high, sculpture two cherubim out of the same piece of gold to sit
on each end of the mercy seat. The two angels will stretch their wings
toward each other and toward God who sits between them on the mercy
seat, and their faces shall look down toward the mercy seat” –Exodus
25:17-20, Author’s Translation.

Look on the top of the Ark, what do you see? Two cherubim, i.e., angels,
made from the same piece of gold that formed the mercy seat. Look, they’re
bowed in worship. Those closest to the place where God is located are
worshipping. Doesn’t that say something to you? If you want to get close to
God—worship. Here I come, Lord.
We can learn much about worship by studying the two worshipping angels.
First, look at their stretched wings. Their wings are stretched toward God in the
act of worship, giving us the example of lifting our arms to God who is the center
of our life. When is the last time you’ve lifted your hands to God in worship (Ps.
134:2)? Lord, I do it now.
Now look at their faces bowed toward the ground. “Since no man hath seen
God at any time,” why waste your effort trying to see what can’t be seen? And if
you could see God, it would consume you because He said, “No man can see Me
and live.” So bow your head, don’t dare look up. Bow your head in humility,
remembering you’re not worthy to even enter His presence. Lord, Your holiness
overwhelms me.
The cherubim were to be sculptured. The King James uses the word beaten,
which means they were hand-made or sculptured. That meant they were not
formed from a mold. Why would God not want poured cherubim? For the same
reason that the world’s greatest statues are not poured, but sculptured. The great
works of art that command our attention are carefully fashioned by the sculptor,
also revealing the artist’s feelings and intelligence. Think of the greatest
sculptured statues known to mankind. They were carefully sculptured by skillful
hands, the artist re-producing his soul in his work of art. In the same way God is
saying, I want your best. Do your very best when you do something for Me.
God wanted the cherubim to be made of beaten gold. While beaten is
another word for sculpture, it also suggests the idea of a hammer beating upon
the work of art. When the artist found a part of the statue that was not correct,
the hammer beat it into its appropriate place. Those who get closest to God feel
the hammer of pressure and affliction. That’s why you’re going through trials
and trouble, God is hammering the rough spots out of your life. Because all of us
are self-centered, God allows tribulations to beat us into submission. God uses

His many unique hammers to make us worship-centered. Lord, may I learn from
my troubles to worship You better.
If God directed Moses to pour two seraphim into a mold, it would mean both
angels were exactly alike. But God doesn’t want a group of people who use the
exact same words to worship with the exact same gestures. God doesn’t want
“Barbie Doll Christians” who do only what He tells them to do. He wants
authentic worship from people who choose to worship Him with the best that
they have. He’s created billions of individuals, every one different, who will
worship Him totally . . . purposefully . . . passionately . . . from his/her unique
personality. That means you are different from billions of others. Worship Him
from your uniqueness. Lord, my worship is not always like the other person, but
may it glorify You.
One more thing, Israel had to use pure gold to sculpture the angels. Now
there are several grades of gold, i.e., ten carat, sixteen carat, and twenty-four
carat. But to worship God, not just any type of gold could be used. How is gold
refined so that it is pure gold? All gold is found in ore and dug from the ground.
Originally, gold ore contains all types of impurities. When it’s thrown in the
crucible to be heated, the heavy gold sinks, while the impurities float to the
surface. The dross is skimmed away leaving low-grade gold. To purify lowgrade gold to become more pure, the fire is stoked hotter. More impurities float
to the surface to be skimmed away. Cheap gold has bulk, but the purer the gold,
the more impurities are burned away. Pure gold is much smaller, but it is more
expensive. How does the goldsmith know when the gold is pure? When he
looks in the crucible to see his face in the gold, then he knows it’s pure. Lord, I
want Your face to be seen in my life.
Is God adding fire to your life? Maybe it’s because He can’t see His face in
you. The next time you cry out because the fire of tribulation seems hotter than
you can bear, remember God is looking at you through the smoke and steam.
He’s not looking primarily to see your pain; He’s looking to see His face in your
life. God see Your reflection in me.
Maybe God has stopped turning up the heat in your life. But you know there
are still impurities left. Maybe God knows you’ll never be pure gold. He knows
you’ve settled to be low-grade gold. Are you are as pure as you want to be?
Lord, forgive me for settling for second best, make me more like You.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 25

Date Read
DAY 68
Find God a Seat
“I will meet with you at the Ark of the Covenant, and I will speak with
you from above the mercy seat. And my presence will dwell among you
between the two cherubim which are on the ark of the Testimony” –
Exodus 25:22, Author’s Translation).
You offer visitors a seat when they come to visit. That is, if you want them
to stay, you find them a place to sit down. God told Moses “I’m coming to visit
Israel, make me a seat.” Normally, you would expect God to sit on a throne,
because Scripture indicates He sits on a throne in Heaven (Isa. 6:1). The heathen
kings follow this example, ruling from a throne. A throne is the place where
authority is exercised, like the President of the United States does in the Oval
office. Lord, I bow before Your throne.
And heathen kings all played the same game. Each builds a bigger or more
elaborate throne than the others to show how much more authority they have.
Their obvious thinking was that the king with the most magnificent throne was
telling his people how big he was . . . or how rich . . . or how grand.
So when God told Moses He wanted a seat, we ought to pay careful attention
to what kind of seat God wanted. The seat God wanted tells us something about
God. He wanted a seat called a mercy seat. God was not thinking about His
comfort or about power, He was thinking about us. We are sinners with no hope,
condemned to Hell. Then God walked in the room looking for a place to sit
down. He wasn’t looking for a judgment seat. No! He came bringing us
forgiveness. He’s looking for a mercy seat. God, I need Your mercy.
Some heathen kings built their throne tall, as an act of self-elevation. They
forced people to look up to them. How tall was God’s mercy seat? About thirty
inches off the ground, it sits on the top of the Ark of the Covenant. The mercy
seat was a lid to a chest. God sat on a box similar to a cedar chest, the kind we
keep at the foot of a bed and sit down to put on shoes.
The chest was called an Ark (the word Ark means box). This box was called
the Ark of the Lord, and the Ark of the Covenant. Remember, covenant meant
agreement, so Israel came to pledge their obedience to God who sat on the mercy
seat on top of the Ark of the Covenant.
When God visited Israel, He came down from Heaven in a pillar of fire, i.e.,
the Shekinah glory cloud. It dipped down from Heaven and rested where? On
the mercy seat, because He’s coming in forgiveness, not judgment. How must
Israel respond to God? In praise-worship for not punishing our sins. In
thanksgiving-worship for forgiving us by the blood. In exaltation-worship for
His awesome power. In grateful-worship for His patience . . . His kindness . . .
and His mercy. Lord, I worship You.
Once a year on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest brought the blood of a
lamb into the holy of holies. He sprinkled the blood on the mercy seat. Where
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\His Daily Presence to be appended\70
CHAPTER 68.doc

else would we seek forgiveness but on the place God touched the earth. Sinful
people had to be cleansed before they could commune with God in worship. It’s
always the blood that brings God and His people together. Lord, I come to You
through the blood.
The Ark had to be holy if God was going to sit there. No one was allowed to
touch the Ark and live. God was not being capricious, nor was He exclusive.
God was not acting like spoiled little children who say, “It’s mine, don’t touch
it.” The Scripture describes God like a consuming fire (Exod. 24:17). Like a fire
that will burn, humans were consumed when they came in contact with God. It
was for our protection that God said, “Don’t touch it.” Lord, protect me.
So when you come to God, be careful to follow His instructions. Don’t
break the third commandment by taking His name in vain by empty worship . . .
or by insincere worship . . . or by half-hearted worship. Come to Him reverently
with a full heart of praise. Lord, I will obey You.
The Ark was constructed of earthly shittim wood, not from some divine
substance created in Heaven. God chose to use earthly things for His Ark. Then
God let earthly people construct His mercy seat; it wasn’t made in Heaven. God
still follows the same pattern today. He uses human made church buildings and
human constructed things to glorify Himself. The things in Heaven are perfect
and sinless. Since God created them in Heaven, why doesn’t He create them on
earth? Because if you saw the perfect heavenly throne somewhere here on earth,
you would probably worship it instead of God. People in Heaven worship God
in a perfect way, they have no choice. Things in Heaven have to be perfect, there
is no other option. But on earth, God is magnified when His imperfect people
struggle to do the best they can in constructing an Ark as perfect as possible. On
earth we have a choice of doing less; but we glorify God when we give Him our
best. Lord, I will worship You with the best I have, but I want to grow to do it
better.
Is God magnified in the way you serve Him? Today, make sure the things
you do for God today have your best effort and complete dedication. Since the
Ark of His presence was holy, make sure you are separated from all known sin as
you approach Him this day. But if you have committed sin—either known or
unknown—remember God sits on a seat called mercy. He will receive you in
mercy, so come worship Him now. Lord, I don’t deserve to come to You, so have
mercy on me.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 26-30
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Date Read
DAY 69
The Highest and Lowest Expression Of Worship
“The people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, "Come, make
us gods that shall go before us . . . And the LORD said to Moses, "Go, get
down! For your people whom you brought out of the land of Egypt have
corrupted themselves . . . They have made themselves a molded calf, and
worshiped it and sacrificed to it” –Exodus 32:1, 7, 8.
Worship is a choice. Either you can worship God when you see the hand of
God working in your life, or you can choose to reject God and His plan for your
life. That happened to Israel. While Moses was talking to God on the top of
Sinai, the people began to second guess both God and Moses. They thought
Moses was dead. They felt lost in the desert. They couldn’t see God, so they
decided to make gods they could see. They remembered seeing the gods of the
Egyptians, and the nations around them had idols. Maybe Israel rationalized,
“An idol can’t be all wrong.” Maybe they wanted an idol to lead them into the
promise land. Maybe they wanted an idol to help out God. Lord, keep me from
sinful rationalization.
God had just given them the Ten Commandments that stated, “You shall
have no other god before me” and “Don’t make any carved idols.” Why did they
immediately make an idol; because “The heart is deceitful . . . and desperately
wicked” (Jer. 17:9). Because the heart doesn’t naturally believe in God. Man
would rather trust himself and things he can see—like a hand-made idol—than
trust a God he can’t see. Lord, I believe, keep me from doubt.
Sacrifice is the highest expression of worship. So Israel donated their golden
earrings to sculpture a golden calf. Then the people brought their sacrifices to
Aaron who made a golden calf. Isn’t that terrible? They brought an offering to
make a lifeless idol, instead of honoring the living God. Man is a compulsive
worshipper. God created man with the capacity to worship, so all people will
worship something else, if they refuse to worship God. While Moses is talking to
God on the top of the mountain, the people down below are rebelling against all
they know about the true God, and all they’ve experienced in coming out of
Egypt. Look out people, don’t be surprised if God kills you. Lord, teach me
godly fear.
Moses came down the mountain and saw the golden calf. The people were
dancing naked before it. In anger Moses broke the stone tablets containing the
Ten Commandments. What’s so wrong about breaking some stones? After all,
the people broke the law first in their hearts.
The Lord was angry. Not because they were naked, and not because they
had gotten drunk. God said, “They have made themselves a molded calf, and
worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, that
brought you out of the land of Egypt!’” (Exod. 32:8). The people worshipped a

thing instead of the living God. The Lord was jealous. Lord, may I never put a
thing before You.
God wanted to kill them all, no wonder! But Moses the Intercessor, begged
God to forgive them. What was his basis? Moses pleaded for God to remember
His promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Also, Moses reminded God the
heathen were watching. “What would the heathen think when they heard that
God delivered Israel though the Red Sea, but blotted them out in the desert?”
Lord, thank You for those who interceded for me.
Moses preached repentance, then asked, “Whoever is on the LORD’s side—
come to me!” (Exod. 32:26). The tribe of Levite repented first. They gathered
around Moses. Then all who refused to repent were killed. God was serious
about worship, He wanted to make His people “a Kingdom of priest,” so they
could minister to the other nations of the earth. But they end up worshipping an
idol, rejecting the God they should be serving. God, I’m afraid not to worship
You.
Are you a follower or a leader? Are you like the people who turn to worship
any other god when there is not a leader to point you to the Lord? Are a you a
spiritual intercessor? Can you intercede to God for those who don’t know better?
Lord, help me stand true when no one else will.
Moses prayed alone for Israel when the nation couldn’t pray for themselves.
He begged God, “Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them
gods of gold.” Is it time for you to pray for friends and family members who
can’t pray for themselves? If so, begin as Moses, confess their sin, because they
can’t confess and probably won’t do it. Lord, forgive the sins of my friends.
Then one of the remarkable verses appears in the Hebrew text. The English
language uses the dash to indicate an incomplete thought, or to abruptly change
from one topic to another. There is no dash in the Hebrew language, but the dash
occurs in Exodus 32:32, probably to indicate Moses didn’t know what else to say
or to pray. “Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me out
of Your book.” Lord, look at my heart when I can’t speak words.
This is the ultimate prayer of an intercessor, i.e., to give up yourself for
others. An intercessor gives up time and energy in intercession for other people.
But here Moses goes the second mile, the ultimate mile. He is willing to give up
everything for the people. Lord, make me an intercessor.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 31-32

Date Read
DAY 70
Show Me Your Glory
“And he said, "Please, show me Your glory’”—Exodus 33:18.
Have you ever wanted to see God? Moses did. Perhaps Moses thought he
deserved the right to see God. After all Israel had just worshipped the golden
calf and God wanted to wipe Israel off the face of the earth. But Moses
interceded to the Lord even being willing to be blotted out of God’s book to save
Israel. God answered Moses’ prayer and did not destroy them. However, God
said He would not lead Israel through the desert to the Promise Land. God said
He’d send an angel to guide Israel. Moses the intercessor said he wouldn’t go if
God did not go with them. God listened to Moses, then promised to be with
Israel and lead them to the promised land. Lord, give me faith to pray boldly like
Moses.
Moses must have been close to God, closer than anyone who had ever lived.
Because Moses loved God, trusted God and talked to God, no wonder he prayed,
“Show me Your glory.” It was not enough to see the black cloud that hid God,
nor was it enough to see the Shekinah-glory cloud. Moses wanted to see God.
Lord, I know I can’t see Your face, so show me Your guiding hand in my life.
“No man can see me and live” was God’s answer. It wasn’t that God didn’t
want to show Himself to Moses, God knew what would happen. Moses would
have been consumed by the holiness of God. It was God’s care of Moses that
made Him say, “no.”
But Moses persisted. There was a yearning in Moses’ heart to know God.
There is a void in every heart that can only be filled by God. Because when man
was made in the image of God, man is not complete until God’s presence is
absorbed in his heart to be reflected so others can see the divine image. Lord, fill
me with Your presence.
God took Moses to the top of Mount Sinai, and put him in a split in the Rock.
Moses would be protected in the Rock’s clef. Because in this crack, Moses could
only see what was in front of him, or he could only see what God wanted him to
see. God caused His glory to pass in a thick cloud, and Moses could only see the
backside of God. The Lord said, “No man can see my face and live.”
God had promised, “I will make my goodness pass before you, and I will
proclaim the name of the LORD before you” (Exod. 33:19). So as the thick
cloud moved away, Moses could hear God say, “The LORD . . .” God reminded
Moses His name meant Yahweh, i.e., the eternal self existing One. Then Moses
heard God say, “The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abounding in goodness and truth” (Exod. 34:6). Me too, Lord, me too.
The Lord was telling Moses he could know God through His names. The
next time you ask God to show you Himself, remember; you can see God in His
names. He is God, the Almighty Creator. Worship Him for His power. He is
Jehovah, the covenant keeping LORD who loves you. Thank Him for His
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faithfulness. He is Adonai, your master and owner, surrender to Him, the
ultimate expression of worship. Lord, I love Your name.
Something happens when you see God, or in Moses’ case; when you see the
backside of God. Moses’ face shone. He saw light, and for forty days, the light
was reflected in his countenance. It will show when you spend time with God.
Others will not see your face shine, but they’ll see a new attitude of love and
purity. When you spend time with the Lord, others can see a difference in your
life. Lord, I want Your difference in my life.
Moses had to put a veil over his face when he was around others. Did his
face shine so brightly that it was like looking at the sun? Perhaps there was
something in the people that made Moses wear the veil. Were they afraid of
Moses? The people treated Moses differently because he had been in God’s
presence. Lord, may others see Your reflection in me.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 33-37
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Date Read
DAY 71
The First Offering—the Whole Burnt Offering
“You must present an offering to the Lord from the animals of your herds
or flock. It must be a whole burnt offering that has no physical defects . .
. lay your hands on its head to identify your sin with the animal and it
will be a substitute for your sins”—Leviticus 1:2-4, Author’s
Translation.
There were five different offerings available to the Israelites. They were
given to deal with Israel’s sin and help them continue in their walk with God.
Each offering was for a different expression of sin, had a different kind of
sacrifice, had different results for the worshipper and was administered in
different ways. The first was the whole burnt offering. When an Israelite needed
forgiveness of sins, he had to select from his cattle—herd—or from his sheep or
goats—flock—making it a personal offering. He could not offer a wild animal
(Ps. 50:10) because that didn’t cost him anything (2 Sam. 24:24). In the same
way God wants our personal efforts in service to Him. He’s not looking for
service from those in our employment. He wants us. God is not looking for
other members of our family when we don’t yield to Him our hearts. The
Trespass Offering represented a personal sacrifice. Lord, I will sacrifice.
The worshipper “shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering . . . on
his behalf to make atonement” (Lev. 1:43). The worshipper was saying publicly,
“This is my animal,” but more deeply, “I identify with my sin” and “I take
responsibility for my sin.” The first step to forgiveness is taking responsibility
for your sin. You can’t blame someone else, nor can you shirk responsibility.
The prodigal son came to himself and he said, “I have sinned” (Luke 15:18). The
path to spiritual strength is to recognize your weaknesses. Lord, I’m weak.
When the worshipper places his hand on the head of the animal, he brings the
sacrifice into the redemptive relationship. The worshiper is saying the offering
represents the offeror. This sheep represents my sin; the animal dies instead of
me. Substitution takes place. The animal is me. Jesus, I was in You when You
died for my sin.
The substitute principle looks forward to the coming Messiah. It was
fulfilled when John the Baptist cried, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! (John 1:29). Jesus took my sin and died in my place.
“I have been crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2:20). When Jesus said “It is finished,”
He was saying “no more lambs have to be sacrificed.” Jesus had completed the
work of forgiveness.

The offering was called a whole burnt offering. The entire animal, except its
hide, was burnt on the altar of the Lord (Lev. 6:22; Deut. 33:10; Ps. 51:19).
When you give something to God, He wants everything—entirely. When you
offer your life to God, you have to take your hands off the steering wheel. You
give God your body, mind, emotions, dreams, and plans. Lord, I give You
everything..
Notice the description of the animal for the whole burnt offering. It was a
male, signifying the largest and strongest animal. It was without blemish,
indicating perfection. God didn’t want His worshippers to offer sick animals, or
a crippled animal that had been maimed in an accident or by a predator. Isn’t it a
little embarrassing when we give our church a used old car, or a worn out
vacuum cleaner, or an appliance we don’t use any more?
The worshipper had to offer an animal of his own voluntary will. A wife
couldn’t nag a husband to give it, nor could a priest demand it. The very nature
of sacrifice is something we want to do and know we must do. There’s a
difference between being drafted into God’s army and voluntarily enlisting. The
first you must do, the second you want to do. In one sense God is commanding
us to go into all the world and is asking us to do it. But on the other hand, God
wants us to serve with a willing heart. Lord, I love to serve You.
Even though the animal was wholly burned, its blood was saved and
sprinkled on the altar (Lev. 1:5). Why? Because “it is the blood that makes
atonement for the soul” (Lev. 17:11). Remember, the life is in the blood. Lord
Jesus, thank You for shedding Your blood for me.
After the animal was killed and its blood was sprinkled, it was entirely
burned in accordance with God’s instructions. It was not to be eaten by the
priest, as some of the other offerings were eaten. The offeror didn’t get to enjoy
the fruit of his flock. What the worshipper got was the satisfaction of sins
forgiven and restored fellowship with God. Some of you readers understand the
agony of a broken relationship with God. And, you know how wonderful it feels
to be forgiven. Lord, I feel clean inwardly.
But also look at what God gets outs out of the sacrifice. The Bible describes
the burning sacrifice as “a sweet aroma to the LORD” (Lev. 1:9). The New
Living Bible describes this as “very pleasing to the Lord” (Lev. 1:9, NLT). God
likes it when His people sacrifice to Him. It’s the same when children do
something nice for their mother; she likes it. Remember, worship is a two-way
street. When you meet God each morning, you get spiritual satisfaction from His
Daily Presence. But answer the question, “What does God get out of it?” Is God
pleased with your daily quiet time? God, be pleased with my worship.
The whole burnt offering is a picture of Christ offering Himself voluntarily
for our sins. His death was powerful enough to save us from our sins, but was
also perfect to satisfy God’s wrath against us. The Father is now satisfied and we
can enter His presence with worship.

Today’s Reading: Leviticus 1

Date Read
DAY 72
The Second Offering—the Grain Offering
“When anyone offers a grain offering to the LORD, his offering shall be
of fine flour. And he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense on it . . .
the priest . . . shall take his handful of fine flour and oil with all the
frankincense. And the priest shall burn it . . . a sweet aroma to the
LORD”—Leviticus 2:1-3.
The meal offering was a picture of preparing God a meal and serving it to the
worshipper for His enjoyment. The worshipper gives to God the best grain that
he has grown on his land. Oil is mixed in for proper cooking and is added for
taste and aroma. The grain offering has no blood; therefore, it’s not for the
forgiveness of sin. The meal offering typifies the perfection of Jesus Christ. The
only thing that pleases God is His perfect Son, so the worshipper comes to God
through the perfection of Jesus Christ. Lord, Here I come again in Christ.
This second offering is called a “meat” offering in the original King James,
therefore some have mistakenly thought of it as the meat of an animal. The
“meat” is the kernels of grain, as in the “meat” of the stalk. This offering is also
called the “cereal” offering in the Douay Version and the “meal” offering in the
ASV. It was the gift of life nourishing protein, which made it valuable to life.
Lord, thank You for my life.
This was a sacrifice of obligation. A worshipper received no empirical
experience from offering grain to God, as when he got forgiveness from a blood
sacrifice. The worshipper brought the flour to the priest and a little of it was
burnt up. The rest was eaten, and then the priest carried some home to support
his family. This is similar to our giving tithes to our local church that goes to the
support of the pastor, secretaries, janitors, etc. We give to advance God’s
ministry through those who serve God. But, even though flour ended up in the
priest’s family, the worshipper gave it to God. Lord, I give my tithes to You for
Your many uses.
The meal offering pictured the humanity of our Lord in all His perfection.
Many times, it was offered at the same time the worshipper brought a blood
offering, even though it was presented separately (Num. 15:1-16). This suggests
Christ’s perfect humanity cannot be disassociated from His blood atonement.
Lord, Your perfect human life is my example, and Your blood forgives me when I
fall short.
The oil was poured over the flour. To us, this is preparation for cooking, but
look at the symbolism. The oil is the Holy Spirit anointing the perfect humanity
of Jesus. “Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit” (Luke 4:1) for ministry.

Next, “(Jesus) was led by the Spirit” (Luke 4:1). As Jesus faced ministry He
said, “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me” (Luke 4:18). In His humanity, Jesus
ministered in the power of the Holy Spirit. If Jesus depended on the Holy Spirit,
how can we do less? Holy Spirit fill me with power for service.
The pouring of oil on flour resulted in bread for the priest. If you look
carefully, you can almost see Jesus, the Bread of Life (John 6:37), giving strength
to those who come to Him. Lord, I’m weak; I need bread for strength.
No leaven could be added to this bread (Lev. 2:11). Leaven or yeast
represented sin. Leaven or yeast was made by allowing something to rot. That
little bit of fermentation in the leaven makes bread rise to become soft and tasty.
Bread made without leaven was flat and to some it is tasteless—the Jews love
it—but tasteless unleavened bread has all the protein of regular bread. It has all
the strength that the Levites needed to serve God. Unleavened bread is good for
you; it just doesn’t taste and smell as delicious. The meal offering represented
Christ, so it had no leaven which represented sin. Christ was the sinless sacrifice
for our sins. Lord, I need Your perfection.
Also, no honey would be added to the grain offering. “No grain offering
which you bring to the LORD shall be made . . . honey” (Lev. 2:11). Honey has
natural sweetness for taste, and it has protein for strength; but honey can spoil.
The flour offering represented Christ and there is no corruption in Him; His work
cannot spoil. Lord, I will obey.
But there’s one more ingredient in the meal offering. “Every offering of
your grain . . . you shall season with salt; you shall not allow the salt of the
covenant of your God to be lacking from your grain offering” (Lev. 2:13). Salt
stands for that which preserves against corruption. This is a picture of the
permanence of God’s work in His people. The bread will always be good—
preserved. The bread will always be good for you—strength and satisfaction.
Lord, add salt to Your work in my heart to preserve it.
Today’s Reading: Leviticus 2

Date Read __________
DAY 73
The Third Offering—The Peace Offering
“If your sacrifice be a peace offering, it can come from the herd or the
flock. The sacrifice must be without blemish and you must place your
hands on its head to identify your sins with the animal”—Lev. 3:1-2,
Author’s Translation.

The peace offering was a thanksgiving barbeque enjoyed by the worshipper
and the priest where they gave praise, worship and appreciation to God. But
really, God was the host of the meal; the worshiper and priest were His invited
guests. Then when the man and his Levite priest finish the meal, half the
remaining cooked meat was hoisted on to the shoulder of the worshipper to be
taken home to his family for them to join in the thanksgiving meal. The other
half was taken by the priest to his home for his family.
Did you see the word “if”? It means this offering was not required as were
the other offerings. Perhaps an Israelite could go all his life and not offer a peace
offering, because it was not required. Yet he would enjoy salvation and the
forgiveness of sins if he offered it. But the other sacrifices were required because
they dealt with sin, “all sin!” Lord, forgive me daily.
An Israelite walking in fellowship with God would naturally be thankful for
his family, for health, for food, for everything. Since everything comes from
God, how could a person in fellowship with God not be thankful? How could
they not bring the peace offering in worship to God? Lord, I bring You thanks
today for everything.
The other sacrifices are offered to God, this one is offered in the presence of
God. First, it was a thanks offering for God’s general blessings. Second, the
worshipper could be making a vow to God, such as pledging to serve God in a
special way. Those beginning a long fast would offer a peace offering along with
their vow and prayer of what they wanted from God. The third was for
spontaneous worship and praise to God, not seeking new blessings, but they
offered the peace offering but for the sheer pleasure of magnifying God. Lord,
that’s why I’m here.
The word peace means “to join.” When two fighting armies make peace,
they are joined together. After the worshipper has dealt with his sin that
alienated him from God, he is joined to God. The peace offering looked forward
to Christ, “He Himself is our peace . . . having abolished the enmity” (Eph. 2:14,
15). Christ made us one with God. Then Jesus gave us inward peace; we no
longer fight ourselves because we are at peace with ourselves. Lord, I’m
peaceful in Your presence.
You know it’s a voluntary offering because the worshippers could bring
either male or female. When sin was involved, the mandatory offering was the
preferred male, because it predicted God offering His Son for the sins of the

world. The worshipper knew that far fewer male sheep or cattle were born;
hence, the male was more desired. Most Israelites wanted to preserve the male to
procreate the rest of his flock or herd, so they brought the female animal for the
peace offering. I thank You for Jesus, the Son of God.
Even though the peace offering was not required, and even though it was for
worship, still sin was dealt with in the thanksgiving meal. The worshipper placed
his hands on the head of the animal as it was killed. This symbolized his sin
being transferred to the animal; the animal’s death was substituted for his death.
Because sin is ever present in our heart, even when you come to worship God,
your sin must be dealt with (1 John 1:8-10). Even when your motives are purest,
the sin nature is always present. So with your worship, don’t forget to confess
your sins. When you pray daily the Lord’s prayer, remember you pray “forgive
us our debts, as we forgive us our debtors” (Matt. 6:12). Lord, forgive me and
cleanse me so I can offer praise in worship to You.
The fat was completely burned (Lev. 3:3). That’s hard for us to understand
because we like our French fries cooked in fat; it makes them crispy. We like to
use a little fat to flavor our vegetables, or add taste to whatever we eat. But God
was protecting us, even though the world didn’t understand the danger of too
much fat. The HIV research has discovered that disease is transferred by
blood—so God prohibits us from drinking blood—and disease resides in the
fat—so God prohibits us from eating fat. Why? So any disease in the animal is
not transferred into the worshipper’s body. God, make me healthy to serve You
better.
The fat is called “the Lord’s portion,” a picture of our Lord Jesus taking our
sin upon Himself so we might be spiritually healthy. The liver and kidneys are
also burned (Lev. 3:3-5). These organs strain all poisons and impurities out of
the blood to keep us healthy. If we eat the wrong food (fat), or if disease is
present in the blood, the liver or kidneys act like a giant sponge to strain it out of
our systems and flush it out through our bowels. But because some disease
remains in the liver or kidneys, God says not to eat them.
The peace offering was hosted by God as a thanksgiving meal to teach us
thanksgiving. All humans are born naturally selfish, they must be taught
thankfulness. God uses the peace offering to deal with our basic problem—
selfishness—on both a negative and positive way. God teaches us to be grateful
because gratitude is the least remembered of all virtues, but unselfishness is the
basic element of godly character. Lord, make me grateful.
Today’s Reading: Leviticus 3

Date Read __________
DAY 74
The Fourth Offering—The Sin Offering
“If a person sins unintentionally against any of the commandments of the
LORD in anything which ought not to be done . . . then let him offer to
the LORD for his sin which he has sinned a young bull without blemish
as a sin offering”—Leviticus 4:2-3.

The sin offering is for sins of ignorance when one of God’s people broke a
commandment of God unwittingly. God says to obey the parents, but if someone
went into a tent when they didn’t know the mother had said, “Don’t go into the
tent,” their disobedience was not intentional. The child was ignorant of the
mother’s command. Lord, forgive me when I sin ignorantly against You.
The sin offering also applied to those who sinned incidentally; they didn’t
mean to do what they did. If a man were burning stubble in his field and the fire
got away from him, he inadvertently burnt his neighbor’s field. If a man’s ox
gores to death his neighbor’s animal, he didn’t mean to do it. But a person is still
responsible for his neighbor’s loss whether the act was intentional or
unintentional. Of course the one responsible should pay for his neighbor’s burnt
crops, or his neighbor’s dead animal. But what about inadvertent sin against
God? The sin offering took care of these sins. Lord, forgive my sin that I didn’t
mean to do.
There were four ranks of worshippers: the priest (Lev. 4:3-12), Israel as a
whole (Lev. 4:13-21) and the rulers (Lev. 4:22-26) and individuals (Lev. 4:2735). The size (value) and the sex of the animal to be offered depended on the
rank of the worshipper. The highest rank was the priest. He knew more than the
others, and to whom more knowledge is given, more is required. His sin defiled
the Tabernacle or house of God because it defiled his office. He would place
hands on the head of a male bull, vicariously transferring his sin to the sacrificial
animal. He had to sprinkle the blood seven times. Seven is God’s favorite
number; it is the number of perfection or completion. Then the sacrifice was
complete. Lord, examine me completely and forgive all hidden sin.
The blood was also put on the horns of the altar. The brass horns symbolized
prayers being offered to God. Our prayers are ineffectual when there is sin in our
life. So we must plead the blood of Jesus Christ for forgiveness (1 John 1:7-10).
It is through blood that fellowship is restored and we can once again pray to the
Lord. Lord, I’m coming to You again through the blood.
The sin offering did not automatically forgive the sin of the worshipper. The
worshipper had to repent and show regret. If the offering were not accompanied
with inward remorse and sorrow, the sin—ignorantly or unintentional—was not
covered by the blood. “But the one who sins ignorantly . . . shall be not forgiven
when he despises the Word of the Lord and doesn’t repent” (Deut. 15:30-31,
Author’s Translation).
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Also, it was not just the killing of the lamb that forgave the sin; it was the
application of the blood to the altar that made atonement. The word atonement
was kapar, i.e., “covering.” God covered our sin when the blood was applied to
our sin. Just as the night of the Passover in Egypt, it wasn’t the killing of the
lamb that spared the home from the Death Angel; it was the application of the
blood to the door that protected the inhabitants. Lord, apply the blood to me.
The sin offering was also called the guilt offering because it dealt with a
person’s guilt before God, even when they didn’t know they were guilty. The
law is an extension of the person and nature of God into His world. Law—
spiritually and naturally—is how God runs His universe. Even when you break
His law ignorantly, God assigns guilt to your account. Your guilty act must be
paid for; God must punish you or another. Because of His love for you, God sent
His Son to take your punishment. Now you are forgiven, now you are clean.
Lord, I bow in humble appreciation.
Today’s Reading: Leviticus 4
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Date Read __________
DAY 75
The Fifth Offering—The Trespass Offering
“If a person sins . . . if a person touches any unclean thing . . . if a man
touches the uncleanness of another man . . . if a person makes a vow . . .
but doesn’t do it . . . he shall bring the trespass offering unto the Lord”—
Leviticus 5:1-6, Author’s Translation.

The word trespass is well known to us. We see a sign “No Trespassing.”
That means keep out of their yard, or don’t go down this road. Suppose you go
down the road just a little ways, it’s just a little trespass. Trespassing is not like
killing or stealing from another. It’s not like taking God’s name in vain, or
blaspheming God by worshipping an idol.
Trespassing is usually breaking a lesser law. They usually just throw us out,
rather than put us in jail or give us the death penalty. When God calls for the
trespass offering, He is dealing with a lesser sin.
The trespass offerings were for lesser sins that the worshipper committed. In
one sense, no sin is lesser than another, for all sin is against God. Any sin against
God is an affront against a holy God, and one sin will send a person to Hell—no
matter how slight the sin—just as all sins will be equally judged. Lord, forgive
all my sins, the big ones and the little ones.
The trespass offering is more about the injury caused by a sin, or the
consequences caused by a sin. If you lie to yourself—you don’t keep a vow—it
doesn’t have the same consequences as when you lie on your income tax or you
lie to a policeman investigating a crime. Therefore, when an Israelite brought a
trespass offering, he could also make restitution (Lev. 5:15) for certain of his
sins.
But no matter how big or little a sin, “He has certainly trespassed against the
LORD” (Lev. 5:15). And, if he sinned against himself in not keeping his vow,
“He has certainly trespassed against the LORD” (Lev. 5:15). Lord, certainly
forgive me for my trespasses.
Notice what happened to the blood. Rather than being sprinkled before God
or put on the horns of the altar or was done in the sin offering, the blood was
sprinkled on the sides of the altar evidencing it was a lesser sin.
Notice the illustrations of lesser sins. “If a person swears, speaking
thoughtlessly with his lips . . . to do good . . . and he is unaware of it--when he
realizes it, then he shall be guilty in any of these matters” (Lev. 5:4).
If a person was too poor to bring an animal, they could bring two turtledoves
or two pigeons. These birds were plentiful and could be caught by even the
poorest of Israelites. One bird was completely burned in the fire of the altar,
(that was the Lord’s portion), the other bird was given to the priest (that was his
“salary”). God doesn’t have a system just for the rich. God loves all, and He
provides for all. Lord, thank You for including even me.

If an Israelite couldn’t bring two birds, he could bring “one-tenth of an ephah
of fine flour as a sin offering” (Lev. 5:12). But some have raised the question
how could mingling flour with other offerings atone for sin? God’s standard is
“without shedding of blood . . . there is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). Probably the
mercy of God is seen in the word “mingling. The fine flour representing the
integrity of the worshipper’s confession, or mingled with the other bloody
animals on the altar was viewed by God and He forgave their sin.
And naturally, when the priest threw a handful of flour into the flames, there
was flour left. That became the priest’s portion, i.e., his salary. God always
takes care of His ministers as they take care of others. The principle is “give and
it shall be given to you” so the priest arrived home to tell his family, “we’ll have
biscuits tonight.”
The trespass offering also takes care of things that required restitution.
Failure to give God his tithe, firstfruits, or first born was the lesser trespass of
omission described as “if a person commits a trespass, and sins unintentionally in
regard to the holy things of the LORD” (Lev. 5:15.) The worshipper was to pay
the unpaid balance to God, plus “your valuation in shekels of silver” (Lev. 5:15.
An Israelite who wanted to get right with God surely wouldn’t underestimate
how much he owed God. How much? “He shall make restitution . . . and shall
add one-fifth to it” (Lev. 5:16). He was assessed an additional twenty percent
penalty in addition to what he owed to God for his failure to give his tithe. When
we don’t do today what God requires, we think we only miss the blessings of
obedience. But we penalize ourselves in the spiritual riches that are ours that
comes from instant obedience and total obedience. Lord, forgive the times I’ve
fallen short. Help me always obey quickly and totally.
There is wonderful grace in the trespass offering. Christ was declared a
trespass offering in Isaiah 53:10, “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him . . .
when You make His soul an offering for sin.” Everything the trespass offering
required, Christ has fulfilled. Every thing the trespass offering gives to the
worshipper, we have in Jesus. Our sin is forgiven, our guilt is taken away, and
He even deals with the injury caused by our offense. Christ is all in all (1 Cor.
15:28).
Today’s Reading: Leviticus 5

Date Read
DAY 76
The Cloud Up Front
“The cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle of the Testimony.
And the children of Israel took their journey out of the wilderness of
Sinai . . . and the cloud of the LORD was above them by day . . . So it
was, whenever the ark set out, that Moses said, ‘Rise up, O LORD! Let
Your enemies be scattered’”—Numbers 10:11-12, 34-35.
For a year and a half, Israel camped at the feet of Sinai. During that time,
God laid out the laws and values by which they were to organize themselves.
This included the social laws so they could live together in peace, with a
maximum amount of liberty for all. God told them how to worship Him with
sacrifices, and what offerings they must bring to Him to the Tabernacle. God
gave them laws concerning the religious, social, moral, business, and judicial
areas of their lives. Thank You, Lord, for showing me how to live.
When Israel left Egypt, they were a mob of freed prisoners, with no
discipline, no national respect, and no national purpose. During their stay at
Sinai they organized themselves into an army, now they were ready to march.
The Shekinah-glory cloud lifted from the Tabernacle. The silver trumpet
sounded. Everyone broke camp and got ready to leave Sinai. They followed the
cloud, which was the same as following God Himself. Wouldn’t it be easy for
you to follow God if you could see the cloud out front every day? O Lord, lead
me.
What an awesome sight, approximately three million people on the move at
the same time. Before them was the Shekinah leading the way. Moses didn’t
know what path to take, so he prayed to God, “Please do not leave . . . You can
be our eyes” (Num. 10:31). They didn’t have to worry about getting lost, or
going too fast for the sick or little ones. God was setting the pace. Is God
leading you? Are you in step with Him? O God, help me keep up.
The desert had many dangers; poison water, predators, snakes, and hostile
nomadic tribes. But the Israelites shouldn’t have worried. All they had to do
was look up. The protective cloud was there by day, it was a pillar of fire at
night. They remembered how the Red Sea opened up and the cloud led them
through on dry land. So now all they have to do is follow the cloud. Lord, I’ll go
where You lead.
The cloud and the mercy seat marched together in front of Israel. Both were
symbols of God’s presence. The cloud symbolizes God’s leadership of His
people, as well as God’s protection. Remember when Pharaoh and the Egyptian
army were poised to attack Israel from the rear, the cloud moved to the back of
the multitude. The Egyptians got lost in the thick darkness of the cloud and
couldn’t attack. Do you need God’s presence to protect you from your enemies.
Lord, protect my backside when I can’t protect myself.

The cloud set upon the Ark of the Covenant, symbolizing God sitting on the
mercy seat. That’s where the High Priest came on the Day of Atonement to
sprinkle the blood of a sacrificial animal. The Ark was at the heart of worship,
for worship always is grounded in forgiveness of sins. As the average Israelite
saw the Ark being carried before them, they were reminded of their duty to
worship. Notice the reciprocal relationship, when we feel the presence of God, it
stimulates us to worship. At other times in our life, we begin worshipping, and it
attracts God’s presence. Which must come first? There is no rule, either will
work. O God, I need Your presence.
As they daily marched toward their destiny—the promised land—their future
was inter-twined with worship. Each day and each step they progressively
unshackled their former chains of Egypt. The prison door was open, and they
were marching toward freedom, but they couldn’t be completely free until they
entered the land of Canaan. Since the Ark was leading them, their worship was
the key to realize their destiny. It’s the same with you. Your daily worship of
God invites His presence with you in your daily march. Perhaps you haven’t
experienced His symbolic cloud leading your life because you haven’t been
worshipping. Put God to the test. Put worship at the center of your life, and
you’ll experience His glory filling your life. Come Lord as I worship.
As Israel marched through the wilderness, she won battle after battle. First,
she defeated the Egyptian armies, i.e., a symbol of the world. Then at Horeb, she
defeated Amalek, a symbol of the flesh. Israel’s military power was not in her
army, nor was it in the Armaments they picked up on the beach of the Red Sea
from drowned Egyptians soldiers. No! Israel’s military strength was in the cloud
and the Ark. Israel’s strength was in God Himself. Doesn’t that say something
to you about how to be strong? Let God fight your battle, be strong in the Lord.
If you’re following the cloud, you don’t have to worry about the enemy, just look
up to make sure you’re close to the cloud. If the cloud is over you, go peacefully
about your daily activity. Lord, I see You up ahead, wait for me.
What is the secret of your victory? Close relationship to the cloud and blood
on the mercy seat. And how is your relationship to God established and
maintained? Through worship! When you look up to see the cloud, worship.
Lord, protect me.
So, at the heart of your daily walk with God, you must worship. When you
struggle with evil principalities and powers, you must worship. For a beacon to
guide you to your personal destiny, you must worship. The central focus of your
church’s life and your personal life is worship. Are you willing to allow worship
its place in your life? Lord, I worship You.
Today’s Reading: Exodus 40

Date Read
DAY 77
Complaining About God’s Provision
“Now the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense
craving; so the children of Israel also wept again and said: ‘Who will
give us meat to eat . . . there is nothing at all except this manna before
our eyes!’” –Numbers 11:4, 6.
Be careful when you complain, God may take you at your word. Israel
complained about the food God gave them, and He judged them. However, the
punishment of God was not a knee-jerk reaction to a careless complaint. The
complaints had been festering over a period of time. Remember, Israel was
supposed to have character, i.e., be holy; and Israel was supposed to do worship.
So, you can’t complain about God and worship Him at the same time.
The first step downward came from the influence of the mixed multitude.
These were slaves with Israel in Egypt, yet they were not the seed of Abraham.
When the prison doors swung open, they escaped along with Israel. Why did
they complain? Because they didn’t enter into God’s heritage, they were not part
of the family. They were not called of God, neither were they included in the
promises of God. Since the Jews were living for a future hope, they endured a
present sacrifice. It’s easy to put up with marginal food if you know there is a
better day coming. The mixed multitude didn’t have a future promise from God.
So they lived for the day, and the food that day was bland. So they complained.
Lord, deliver me from complaining.
You can’t choose your family, that’s determined your birth. But you can
choose your closest friends closest friends who will influence you for good or
evil. They will make you more optimistic or more pessimistic. They’ll make
you a whiner or a winner. They influence you in subtle ways by the attitudes
they support, and by the suggestions they plant in your subconscious. The mixed
multitude wanted more than manna, and their lust influenced God’s people. O
God, give me good friends, and give me insight when to listen to them.
The second step down was the things Israel desired. The Living Bible
Translation used the phrase “Began to crave” describing their lack of
satisfaction. The King James used the phrase “fell a lusting” describing their
action as an immoral sin. Lord, keep me from lust.
Sin doesn’t have to be a rebellious action that makes you do the opposite of
what God prohibits. Sin can be a small grumbling over the things God provides.
Lord, make me satisfied with Your provision.
Look at Israel’s situation. They’re in a desert. No stores, no gardens, no
supplies, nothing. When they were starving, God sent manna, and they were
grateful. But after a time, they got tired of manna. They remembered the meat
of Egypt, flavored with onions, garlic and leeks. They remembered and
complained. Memory can be a good thing or bad. It would have been good if
they remembered that God saved them from starving, because they would have

worshipped. But they remembered the aroma of the meat pots of Egypt. They
forgot their slavery and hard work that went with the meat pots. Therefore, when
you are tempted to think about the luxurious pleasure of satisfying the flesh,
remember your Egypt in slavery. Remember the agony and suffering that goes
along with things of Egypt. Lord, I remember.
Because of bad friends and a bad memory, you can take the third step down
into misery. You complain about God’s gifts. God may overlook your
complaints about persecution and pain, but don’t fuss about the food God puts on
the table. How does a mother feel when her family complains about the food she
prepares? Then again, those who are hungry don’t complain. If you haven’t had
anything to eat for several days, you probably wouldn’t complain about any food
that was placed before you. Lord, thank You for daily bread.
God told Moses He was going to give them enough meat to last for a month.
Moses had difficulty believing God, so he said they would have to slaughter all
their cattle and beast of burden. Then Moses told God if they caught all the fish
in the sea, that wouldn’t be enough (Num. 11:22).
God asked Moses an embarrassing question, “Is there any limit to my
power?” (Num. 11:23, LB). Again, notice how God asks a question to get His
point across. When the Lord asks a question, most would think more deeply.
The answer obviously is God can do anything. But God asks that question to
reveal unbelief. Only when He reveals to us our lack of faith can we deal with it.
What have you had trouble believing lately? Lord, I believe, help me overcome
my unbelief.
The Lord sent a strong wind that blew quail in from the sea. The quail were
flying about three feet off the ground. People could knock them down. Quail
littered the ground for miles in every direction. The Bible describes it as a day’s
journey in every direction. Families began to gather the birds and shortly
everyone had plenty of meat to eat. They had all the meat they wanted. They
had enough meat to last them a month. Lord, teach me to believe what You say.
While they were eating, a sever plague broke out among them. The Bible
describes it, “But while the meat was still between their teeth, before it was
chewed, the wrath of the LORD was aroused against the people, and the LORD
struck the people with a very great plague.” (Num.11:33).
The principle is be careful what you ask from God. The thing you want more
than anything else may not be God’s will for you. God knows you. God knows
the hidden desires of your heart. God knows what is best for you. Always pray
“Thy will be done.” For when you submit to God’s will, you will be happy with
what He gives. Oh God, don’t answer my prayers that I ask for wrong things.
How can we make sure our desires are God’s desires? Sometimes we
deceive ourselves. We convince ourselves that what we want is what God wants.
The answer is found in worship. The Bible commands, “Oh, taste and see that
the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him” (Ps. 34:8). You must
come to God and seek satisfaction in Him, just as a person gets satisfaction out of
a meal he desires. When you are completely content with God, and Him alone,

then your prayers will center in His will. Then you can pray with complete
confidence. O God I trust You, hear my prayers.
Today’s Reading: Numbers 11

Date Read
DAY 78
Criticism Always Hurts
“Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses . . . for he had married an
Ethiopian woman. So they said, ‘Has the LORD indeed spoken only
through Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?’ And the LORD
heard it. And the LORD came down in the pillar of cloud and stood in
the door of the tabernacle . . . My servant Moses . . . is faithful in all My
house. I speak with him face to face . . . the cloud departed from above
the tabernacle, suddenly Miriam became leprous, as white as snow . . .
So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "Please heal her, O God, I
pray!” –Numbers 12:1-2, 5-13.
When you criticize another child of God, notice the three things that happen.
First, God hears what you say, for He is everywhere and hears everything.
Second, God won’t let you get away with it because it damages His work on
earth and your criticism is a reproach to His nature. Third, you will have to deal
with the fallout of your sin.
Moses’ first wife Jochebed died, so he married again. But his sister Miriam
didn’t agree with his choice. One of the reasons was racism; Miriam didn’t like
it that her brother married a black woman. So Miriam covered her sin of jealousy
by claiming her brother Moses wasn’t the only one that God used as a
mouthpiece. Since Miriam was criticizing her brother, she wanted everyone to
know her criticism was just, so she told the crowd, “God speaks through me just
as much as He does through my brother.” Have you ever done that? Have you
ever tried to cover up your gossip or complaint with your spirituality? You
criticize, and justify your words by saying, “You needed to know about this to
better pray.” Lord, open my blind eyes to see my hypocrisy.
God hears all we say, so He heard Miriam’s criticism. God knows our heart,
so he knew Miriam’s intent. So God came down to deal with the problem. And
where did He come? God came to the place where He receives worship. He
came to the door of the Tabernacle. He came to the place where sinners brought
a blood sacrifice to cover their sin. Did God find anyone worshipping? No! He
found one of His leaders—Miriam—criticizing. Did God find anyone bringing a
blood sacrifice to cover her sin of criticism? No! Since God couldn’t judge the
sin-substitute—the lamb—God judged the sinner. God judged Miriam with
leprosy. God cover me with the blood.
Be careful of criticizing others. The sin you see in other may be greater in
you. You may want to punish others with your criticism, but God may have a
greater punishment for your gossip. Miriam was struck with leprosy, a disease
where the skin turns white and rots away. Isn’t God’s humor ironic? Miriam
was criticizing the black skin of Moses’ wife, and God turns Miriam white. Be
very careful when you criticize another, the very same thing you see in another,
may happen to you. God, help me see my own sin, rather than the sin of others.

Don’t criticize preachers, and don’t tear them apart. Notice God defended
Moses. God told Miriam that He spoke “face to face” with Moses. Today, God
speaks to his preachers, and God speaks through His preachers. Rather than
criticize them behind their backs, why don’t you pray for them? Instead of
telling others about their weaknesses, tell God. After all, God is the only One
who can do something about it. Isn’t your criticism a lack of faith? And do you
really believe God can fix situations? Doesn’t your criticism express faith in
yourself? You believe telling others can remedy the situation. And your
criticism makes you feel so superior to your weaker brother or sister that you are
criticizing. Lord, help me see the real reason I criticize.
The answer to criticism is intercession. Miriam criticizes, but Moses prayed.
What do you do? Moses prayed for the spiritual deliverance of his sister after
she sinned. Wouldn’t you feel awful if you criticized a brother, and he ended up
interceding for your sin of criticism? When you criticize, it makes you feel
superior to them. But when you intercede, you don’t care who is superior. You
really care about their spiritual condition before God. Lord, I pray for those who
criticize me.
If Miriam had been at the Tabernacle door worshipping God, she probably
wouldn’t have sinned. She wouldn’t have been criticizing her brother. If Miriam
had been concerned about worship, she would have brought a lamb to sacrifice
for her sin. That’s what God comes looking for, He always wants to look at us
through the blood. None of us are perfect—neither you nor the one you
criticize—so don’t cut them behind their back. Remember, God looks at us
through the blood. He will forgive them for the sin you criticized, and He will
forgive you. Lord, forgive me.
Today’s Reading: Numbers 12

Date Read
DAY 79
Is Punishment Glorious?

“But as surely as I live, and as surely as the earth is filled with the
LORD's glory, not one of these people will ever enter that land. They
have seen my glorious presence and the miraculous signs I performed
both in Egypt and in the wilderness, but again and again they tested me
by refusing to listen. They will never even see the land I swore to give
their ancestors. None of those who have treated me with contempt will
enter it” –Numbers 14:21-23, NLB.
Why does God allow some to live long, but others to die young? Why does
anyone have to die? Since God is the original giver of life, and God is allpowerful to fix anything, why do we have to die? And to many, why is death so
painful?
There is only one word to answer the “death” question. Disobedience! God
told Adam and Eve not to eat of one tree. Yet it seems the prohibited tree was
the first place Eve went. God had given the penalty, “Thou shalt surely die.”
Immediately both Adam and Eve died spiritually, and eventually they died
physically. You too will die because, “through one man, sin entered the world
and death through sin” (Rom. 5:12). Lord, I know I have to die, but I don’t want
to.
God told the children of Israel to enter the land He promised them. By
miracles He brought them out of Egypt, by a miracle He brought them across the
Red Sea. By miracles He fed them and gave them water in the wilderness. Then
at Kadesh-Barnea they refused to believe God, they refused to obey God. So
God promised they would die in the desert. Does God mean what He says?
Every time! Will God punish when we disobey? Every time! Are you halting in
Kadesh-Barnea? Is today a crossroads? Do you know the consequence of
disobedience? Lord, give me a willing heart to obey You.
Psalm 90 was written by Moses to reflect on Israel’s funeral march in the
desert. He comments, “You (God) sweep people away like dreams that
disappear” (Psalm 90:5, NLB). When Israel refused to enter Canaan, God’s
dream for them died, and so do their dreams of peace. Moses said, “The grass
springs up in the morning and flourishes, but by evening it is dry and withered”
(Ps. 90:6, NLB). Then to interpret the metaphor, Moses said, “We wither
beneath your anger . . . we live beneath your wrath, and end up with a groan” (Ps.
90:7, 9, NLB). Isn’t that a dismal picture of death; it’s a groan. That’s what will
happen if we waste our life. We go out with a groan. Lord, I want to die easy.
We are only expected to live, “threescore years and ten,” said Moses. “If by
reason of strength they are eighty years, yet their boast is only labor and sorrow”
(Ps. 90:10). God didn’t kill them immediately for their disobedience. He let

them live, but they had to live in the desert they chose. They died in the desert
they chose. God will not take you the moment you disobey (unless it is an
unusual circumstance, Acts 5:1-11). You choose sin, so God will let you live and
die in sin. You choose money, so God will let you live and die chasing the thing
you choose. Come to think about it, you can choose where you die. Are you
going to die in the desert or in the promised land? Lord, I choose to die in Your
will.
Come back to Psalm 90. When the Israelites were dropping around Moses,
what did he ask? “Who can comprehend the power of your anger? Your wrath is
as awesome as the fear you deserve” (Ps. 90:11, NLB). When you see someone
die outside the will of God, you ought to fear God for He could take your life.
You ought to worship God, for allowing you to live. Thank You, Lord, for my
physical life.
What should you do when you know you will die? “So teach us to number
our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Ps. 90:12). Make the most of the
time we have left.
Today’s Reading: Numbers 14:1-21

Date Read
DAY 80
Being Discouraged By The Enemy
“They have seen my glorious presence and the miraculous signs I performed
both in Egypt and in the wilderness, but again and again they tested me by
refusing to listen. They will never even see the land I swore to give their
ancestors. None of those who have treated me with contempt will enter it” –
Numbers 14:22-23.
How many times do you have to disobey God before you become a rebel?
Israel had murmured and complained since they left Egypt. But their grumbling
was more than a few discouraging words. They were guilty of rebellion,
insurrection, or treason. God called them to be a nation of priests, but did they
worship God? No! Their complaints to God were more than spoiled
complaining children. They were rejecting the living God and yearning for the
things of Egypt, i.e., the world. They lusted after fleshly satisfaction. God says,
“Ten times” is too much. He says none of them over twenty years of age will
enter the promised land. Lord, keep me from criticism.
What had Israel done to deserve this punishment? The nation left Sinai and
followed the cloud to Kadesh-barnea. Twelve spies were sent to spy out the land.
All came back with vivid descriptions of lush green meadows or streams of
running water. Surely it was a land “flowing with milk and honey.” To prove it,
they returned carrying a bunch of grapes so large two men had to carry it on a
stick between them. However, ten spies also told about the difficulties in
conquering the land. They said the inhabitants were mighty, the city walls were
impregnable, and the men were giants. Ten men saw the obstacles in the land
and said they couldn’t conquer it. They looked at the challenge in unbelief.
When they focused on the barriers, “We saw ourselves as grasshoppers.” And
everyone knows grasshoppers can’t beat giants. Lord, I am weak but Thou art
strong.”
They had not seen the land through God’s eyes. God called it a “good land.”
For slaves cooped up in the prisons of Egypt, God called it a “large land flowing
with milk and honey.” But even when God promised it to them, He said the
enemy dwelt there—Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, and others (Exod. 3:8). God
had never promised the land would be easy to conquer. In the same way, the
Lord promised, “life. . . it more abundantly” (John 10:10). Yes, to get abundant
life, there is always a struggle to overcome the old nature. To get spiritual
victory, we must fight the world, the flesh and the Devil. If you are a friend of
God, the world will be your enemy. Lord, I need You because my enemies are
strong.
God promised Israel the promised land. But implied in His promises were
difficulties and struggles. They had to fight enemies that were strong, a vicious
people with walls to defend themselves. Some Israelites would be wounded,
some would die. Families would suffer. And after wars were won, they had to

chop down forests, build houses and clean land of stones so they could plant
crops. Then they had to dig wells. And after the outward barriers were
overcomes, they had to build a national infrastructure, rule themselves, and
always find time and energy to worship God. Lord, I have much to do in this life
. . . help me.
Did you notice all they had to do? God didn’t do it for them. It’s the same
way in the Christian life. God gives us a challenge, and God gives us
opportunity. But we must fight, we must suffer and we must win. Are you
mentally defeated? Do you complain like Israel about the formidable enemies in
the land? Do you gripe because of your suffering? The battle takes all the
human ingenuity and effort you have. And when you’ve given all, God helps
you win a victory. God teach me how to fight.
Two spies returned with an optimistic report. Joshua and Caleb believed
God, saying, “If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and
give it to us” (Num. 14:8). They agreed with the then that the land was good and
the enemies were powerful, but they looked to God. That’s all God wants from
His people, trust. After all, He brought them through the Red Sea and defeated
the Egyptians. He gave them water from the Rock at Horeb and defeated
Amalek. Couldn’t God give them victory in the land He promised? Therefore,
you need to look to the past victories of God in your life and look again at His
promise in Scripture. You need to trust God. God give me victory again as You
have done in the past.
Israel’s problem was not seeing the Armament of the enemy, nor the number
of the enemy, nor even the size of the enemy. Israel’s problem was not looking
to God. They needed to ask, “Is the cloud up front?” That meant God was with
them. They needed to find out, “Where is the cloud leading?” Israel had to make
sure they followed wherever they cloud led them. Lord, I see the cloud.
Your main problem is not your problem. Your problem is relationship.
Make sure you are rightly related to the Lord. Find out where He is leading you,
then follow Him. Even when He is with you and leading you, there will be
battles and suffering. There is a land to conquer, but you can do it with God.
You surely won’t do it without Him. Lord, I need You today.
Today’s Reading: Numbers 14:22-45

Date Read
DAY 81
When Leaders Fail
“Moses and Aaron . . . fell face down on the ground. Then the glorious
presence of the LORD appeared to them, and the LORD said to Moses . .
. "command the rock over there to pour out its water. You will get
enough water from the rock to satisfy all the people and their livestock”
–Numbers 20:6-8.
When Israel failed to obey God, He judged them. What happens when a
leader fails God? Just as the Israelites over twenty years old were prohibited
from entering the land, God did the same thing to Moses for the same type of sin.
The nation was going nowhere in the wilderness. They just wandered around
for forty years until all the older people died who rebelled against God. Because
they never properly dealt with their complaining and unbelief, it returned again
and again. This time it affected Moses. Lord, help me not fall to the same type
of sin as those around me.
How did the people’s sin get to Moses? First, they rebelled against Moses.
This was probably inward rebellion, not listening to Him or doing what He said.
Next, they “blamed Moses,” for their troubles (Num. 20:3, LB). They said they
wanted to die with others who were judged by God. They accused Moses of
bringing them to a place where there was no water, and nothing could grow. But
hadn’t the cloud been leading them? They had forgotten God was with them,
because the Ark went everywhere they went. History should have taught them to
obey God and not murmur. Lord, help me learn from my mistakes.
Previously when there was not water, God told Moses to strike the Rock.
Water poured out. This time God told him to speak to the Rock. Moses became
arrogant, perhaps because he was mad, “Must we bring water for you out of this
rock” (Num. 20:10). This was not tiny sing, but a huge one. It was so terrible,
God said, “you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given
them” (Num. 20:12). Notice the severity of what Moses did. First, it was an
open sin in front of the people, not something private like complaining in one’s
tent. Second, Moses was guilty of the same unbelief as the people. As a leader
he should have been their role model to lift the congregation above their
weakness. His judgment was great because when the leader sins, the followers
follow his example. But the third aspect is worst of all. The glory of the Lord
appeared to tell Moses what to do. Moses disobeyed God. Lord, give me
courage to obey You.
There’s a fourth problem we learn from the New Testament. The Rock was a
symbol or type of Christ. The first time Moses struck the rock as a symbol of
Jesus the Rock. Jesus can die only once, so Moses should not have struck the
Rock but once. After Jesus has died for us, all we have to do is speak to Him in
prayer. He’ll give us the water we need. Moses was judged because he ruined
the symbol God was trying to teach us. God, help me be sensitive to Your voice.

Did you notice that Moses struck the Rock twice? That reveals his anger.
He could not have claimed to hit the Rock accidentally. Some of us might try to
get out of our predicament by misleading God. But he struck the Rock twice
saying, “Listen you rebels,” he shouted (Num. 20:10). No, Moses was guilty and
God had to judge him. God, remind me that I can’t mislead You.
Have you noticed where most of us sin? We don’t give into sin at our
weakest point. No! We usually sin at our strongest point. The Scriptures tell us,
“Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face
of the earth” (Num. 12:3). God said Moses was the meekest when compared to
all others, yet he fell to pride. God, protect me in my strongest and weakest
points, may I not sin against You.
Do you see the grace of God in this story? The people are dying of thirst,
and they sin in word and deed. Yet God doesn’t allow them to die. Moses the
leader fails them and in sin takes the credit for bringing water out of the Rock.
Yet God doesn’t turn His back and walk away. No, God sends water out of the
Rock in spite of sin. Why? Because the people need water. How often has God
blessed you, even though you sinned? Even in your weakness, God sends you
everlasting water. Lord, Your water is good.
The issue is not the disobedience of Moses, nor is it the complaints of the
people. The issue is God’s character. God told Moses, “Because you did not
believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall
not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them” (Num. 20:12).
God’s holiness is the most important thing in Heaven and earth. The angels
about His throne in Heaven sing continually, “Holy, holy, holy.” Should His
holiness be the melody that gives meaning to our life on earth? God, may Your
holiness be evident in all I do and say.
Today’s Reading: Numbers 20

Date Read
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He Died Well
“Then Moses went . . . to Mount Nebo . . . And the LORD showed him all
the land . . . Then the LORD said to him, ‘This is the land of which I
swore to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, I will give it to your
descendants. I have caused you to see it with your eyes, but you shall not
cross over there.’ So Moses the servant of the LORD died . . . And He
(the Lord) buried him” –Deuteronomy 34:1,4-6
None of us wants to die, but we all will if Jesus doesn’t come. So if we must
die, let’s do it the way Moses died. Let’s die well. Moses apparently didn’t die
of disease, accident or any other cause. He just quit living, and the Lord buried
him on Mount Nebo. Incidentally, that’s a wonderful place to be buried. From
the top of Nebo you can see the whole Promise Land from Mt. Hermon in the
north, to the desert in the south. You can see all the way to the Mediterranean
Sea. The place where Moses died, is the place from which you can see all the
promised land. Isn’t that grace?
Moses climbed to the top of Nebo when he was one hundred and twenty
years old. That’s quite a trip for an old man. I rode up to the top in a tour bus,
but would have difficulty walking it now at age seventy. God must have helped
him, and it took more than a day to make the trip. Lord, help me when I can’t
help myself. And as Moses was walking the gentle slopes of Nebo, he must have
known this was his last trip. If you knew this was your last day, what would you
be thinking? Lord, keep my thoughts on You.
When Moses got to the top, he was not thinking about the past, or his failure,
or his achievements. He thought about the future. God showed him the land
where the children of Israel would live. Even though Moses was old, he still had
good eyesight (Deut. 34:7). And if he had trouble with distance, God helped
him, “I have caused you to see it with your eyes” (Deut. 34:4). Wouldn’t you
like God for tour guide of Israel? Since God reminded Moses this was the land
promised to Abraham and his seed, I think God was showing Moses the future. I
think Moses saw the land fully inhabited with Israel. Open my eyes to see.
If I had been the Lord, at the last minute I would have reversed the judgment
and let Moses go over into the Promise Land. It must have been an emotional
moment, Moses and the Lord surveying the Promise Land together. I’d have let
Moses enter, but God will always be true to His promise. He cannot deny
Himself, He will be true to His word. Moses did not enter the land, he was
buried on Mt. Nebo. That gives us confidence. Since God keeps His word in
judgment, He’ll keep His promise of blessing. He will receive all who come to
Him through Jesus (John 6:37). He will hear the request of all who pray through
Jesus’ name (John 14:14,15). He will give eternal life to all believers in Jesus
(John 14:1-4). Lord, I have confidence in You.

That must have been quite a worship service at the top of the mountain.
Moses and God having fellowship about the past promises to Abraham. Do you
worship when you read in Scripture about what God had done in the past? Lord,
help me learn from my past.
Then God and Moses could have turned back to look in another direction to
see the children of Israel massed together, ready to cross the Jordan. They were
outside the promised land. The Shekinah-glory cloud had led them out of Egypt.
They had spent forty years wandering in the desert. Now Israel was poised to
enter the Land. God and Moses could have rejoiced over getting Israel to that
point in time. That was a good time to worship God.
Where have you been? What has God done in your life? Can you now
worship God for what He’s doing in your life today? As God and Moses rejoiced
in the future, can you worship God by faith for what He will do in the future?
Lord, I worship You.
God buried Moses. We don’t know how He did it. Actually, it doesn’t
matter, because if God did it, Moses was buried right. Also, we don’t know
where God did it. If any went looking for the place, they couldn’t find it
because, “no one knows his grave to this day” (Deut. 34:6). Perhaps, that
because God planned to bring Moses back to the Mount of Transfiguration
during the time of Christ (Matt. 17:3). Also, God didn’t want people
worshipping the place where a great man died. People should worship the Lord
who worked great things though the man who gave himself to God. Lord, help
me learn the lessons Moses learned.
God protected Moses from the time he was born, to the time he kept his
basket floating in Nile river, God protected him. From his training in Pharaoh’s
palace, to the time he kept sheep in the desert, all the way to his death. In spite of
murdering a slave driver, God used him. We see the hand of God in Moses’ life
as he challenges Pharaoh with ten plagues, to the writing of the Ten
Commandments, to leading Israel through the desert, all the way to his death on
Nebo., All of Moses’ accomplishments were great, and indispensable; without
them the nation of Israel would not have existed. But perhaps Moses’ greatest
influence was setting up the system of worshipping God in the Tabernacle. Now
every Israelite could approach God through the blood sacrifice. Now all could
worship God at the Tabernacle in the center of the camp. Lord, I worship You
now.
Moses had a profitable life because God used him greatly to establish the
nation of Israel. Lord, use me in Your work. In spite of God’s hand on Moses’
life, the man had constant trouble and pressures. The Egyptians tried to kill him
and arrest him. He spent 42 years in the desert and when he returned to face
Pharaoh, Moses had to endure the 10 plagues. Then when Moses finally frees the
Israelites, they spurned his leadership. Are you facing troubles? Lord, see me
through my problems just as You were with Moses in his difficulties. Then
Moses died well on the top of Mount Nebo. God approved and buried him. His
was a life well-lived and his death well-received by God. Lord, may I die well.
Today’s Reading: Deuteronomy 29-34

Date Read
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God’s Presence In Death
“The LORD spoke to Joshua . . . saying: ‘Moses My servant is dead.
Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the
land which I am giving to them’” –Joshua 1:1-2.
You will experience God’s presence more intimately when you die, than any
other time in your life. Someone will tell your loved-ones that you’re dead.
They’ll grieve, but you’ll be gone—you’ll be happier than ever before. You’ll be
with the Lord. Lord, I believe this.
God told Joshua and the people, “Moses was dead.” The people mourned
personally for Moses, but they probably also experienced some panic, because
they were leaderless. “Who will protect us?” they asked, Israel felt “our enemies
will devour us without Moses’ miracles.” While they grieved, Moses was
enjoying the presence of God, just as when you grieve over the loss of a loved
one, they’re with the Lord. Lord, help me understand Your perspective of death.
You will encounter Jesus when you die, because He said, “if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself” (John 14:3). Did
you see that word Myself? Death means you will be with Jesus. So why do you
fear it, and why will friends grieve when you’re gone? Because death is a
shadow and what’s hidden in the shadows scares us. We usually die in pain; and
none of us are good with pain. So we fear pain, and death scares us. So when
you step into that scary shadow of death, remember what David said, “Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for
You are with me” (Ps. 23:4). There’s that thought again, with me. In death
you’ll encounter Jesus because He’ll be with you. Lord, help me remember Your
presence.
Are you afraid of the shadow? Do you fear death? You’re no different than
Jesus before He died. He even prayed for the cup of death to pass from Him
(Matt. 26:39), but in the end, He submitted to death. And you will too, if the
rapture doesn’t come first. Jesus went into the dark shadow of death, but came
out with a set of keys. He took them from Satan. Jesus said, “I am He who lives,
and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of
Hades and of Death” (Rev. 1:18). So when you approach that awful shadow of
death, listen for the jingle of the keys. It’s Jesus coming to open the door into
God’s glorious presence. He’ll go through the door with you because, “To be
absent from the body is to be present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). Lord, I’ll
listen.
How do you tell someone a loved one has died? Joshua knew Moses went up
into Mount Nebo, but he and the people didn’t know what happened to their
leader. Since God had buried Moses up on Mount Nebo, God had to be the One
to tell them, “Moses is dead.” God told Joshua in a straightforward way, “Moses
my servant is dead.” God, Who is able to keep us from death, allowed Moses to

die; just as He’ll allow you to die. Why? Because God has appointed a time
when all of us will die. Be comforted because your death will not catch God by
surprise. Lord, I know You have a time when I’ll come to be with You.
God didn’t just say, “Moses is dead.” He added a possessive phrase, “Moses
my servant.” It’s almost as if God had tears in His eyes when Moses died. Was
God sorry that Moses died? No, because it was better for Moses to be with God.
While on earth, Moses was God’s servant. Moses walked by faith, he’d do
anything God commanded. Moses served God every way he could. As a result,
God constantly called Moses His servant. It would be almost 400 years until
God had another servant who was as gifted and devoted as Moses. Four hundred
years after the death of Moses, God would have another servant, David; a man
after God’s heart.
How do you tell someone that a loved one has died? There’s no way to sugar
coat the news. I was told, “Your son has been in a terrible accident, and he was
killed instantly.” I had to know about his death, and there’s no easy way to tell
me, or anyone else about the death of a loved one. Once you tell them, back off.
Let them internalize the news. The loss of anyone precious leaves a gapping hole
in their life. They need time to grieve and heal. “The children of Israel wept for
Moses . . . thirty days” (Deut. 34:8).
After a death of a loved one—any death—life goes on, so must you. You
can’t grieve forever. God told Joshua “Arise.” You have to leave the cemetery;
you must turn your face to the future and its problems. Moses was gone, but the
immediate problem for Israel was the river Jordan. And it wasn’t just a river, it
was springtime, the river was floating out of its banks. Israel faced an
insurmountable barrier. “Got any rivers you think are uncrossable?” Just as God
manifest His presence in death, He also manifest Himself in solving problems,
and overcoming barriers. What problems do you face? Have you looked for
God’s presence? He’s available! Lord, I’ve got a river.
Israel had been waiting for forty years to enter the promised land. Couldn’t
they wait several more weeks until the spring flood went down? No! God
commanded, “Go over this Jordan.” The phrase this Jordan suggests Joshua was
looking at his obstacle when God commanded him to cross it. Not wait! Not go
around it! Cross it now! If they waited, or they went around the barrier, Israel
would have solved their problem in the flesh. But God wanted to manifest
Himself to His people. God wanted Israel to rely on Him, not on Moses. It was
as if God was saying, “You have Me—not Moses—let’s go!” Lead on, Lord.
When God told Joshua that Moses was dead, He also told Joshua to take this
people over Jordan. This part of the conversation suggests Joshua was standing
in front of the multitude when he got the message about Moses. The former
leader was gone, and now the multitude needed a new leader. “As I was with
Moses, so I will be with you” (Josh.1:5). There you have the phrase again, with
you. After the death of a loved one, you have to go on, and God will be with
you. His presence is the one force that will help you get through your grief and
help you go on with your life. As God was with your loved ones, He’ll be with
you. Lord, I need You today.

Today’s Reading: Joshua 1:1-2

Date Read
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God Is As Close As Your Bible
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all
that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and
then you will have good success” –Joshua 1:8.
Joshua had two gigantic needs in his life. He was grieving because Moses,
his life-long friend and co-worker has just died. His first need was comfort.
Also, God told Joshua to lead the people over the uncrossable Jordan and
conquer the infidels who inhabit the promised land. Joshua’s second need was
supernatural ability. To overcome his grieving, Joshua needs the presence of
God in his heart, and to conquer the land Joshua needed the power of God in
battle. How does God to meet his needs? God points Joshua to the Scriptures!
God promised that when Joshua internalized the Scriptures, “the LORD your
God is with you wherever you go” (Josh. 1:9). Lord, I need You.
Maybe you can’t feel God’s presence today. If not today, surely there have
been days or seasons when God’s presence seemed far away. When you can’t
feel God in prayer, remember He is as close as your Bible, because you’ll meet
God in His Word. Why? “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim.
3:16). The word inspiration means “God-breathed,” i.e., God blows His Spirit
into the words of Scripture. Too often we think inspiration only means the
accuracy of the Bible. It means that because every word is put there by God.
But, inspiration also means the words of the Bible are filled with God’s lifegiving presence because His Spirit lives in His Word. Lord, I find You in the
Scriptures.
When you put the words of Scripture in your heart, you place God at the
center of your life. You can do it by memorizing the Bible. No matter what age,
you can memorize God’s Word. Joshua was told to do it, and he was past sixty.
How old are you? Lord, I’ll never be too old for Your Word.
First you memorize God’s Word, then you meditate on what you’ve learned.
When God’s Word fills your thoughts, He is in your mind to guide your thinking.
Remember, successful thoughts lead to successful living. Also, when God
controls your thoughts, you become godly. And when God’s love controls your
outlook, you become more loving.
Joshua learned that when God is at the center of one’s thinking, he could be
courageous (Josh. 1:6), successful (Josh. 1:8), and victorious (Josh. 1:9). One
man plus God is a majority. What problems do you face today, and how is your
outlook on life? Do you have a defeated attitude? A pessimistic attitude? God
can make you a winner, so what do you have to do? Get God’s Word in your
mind and let it guide your thoughts. Lord, I will fill my life with Your Word.
We all make many decisions each day, some as insignificant as what shoe to
wear. Others decisions are life directing. Wouldn’t you like God’s help on

them? God may not audibly whisper into your ear the answer to every decision,
but if His Word has saturated your mind; then He will automatically be present to
guide the decisions you make. Think about it, God will be present to mold and
direct every decision—not just the big ones—if you memorize and meditate on
His Word. And that’s better than waiting for His whisper in the dark night when
you’re scared to death. Lord, I will do what You said in Scripture.
To get God’s presence with you today, remember these two commands,
“memorize and meditate.” God promised Joshua, “As I was with Moses, so I
will be with you” (Josh. 1:5). God promises to be with you, just as he was with
Moses, if you memorize and meditate. Lord, I will do it.
You can’t have one without the other. Some little children memorize verses
in Sunday School—a lot of verses—but they became prodigals from God when
they grow up. Why? Because they had the Bible in their mind, but not in their
life. Without meditation, you don’t let God influence and control your life.
There’s an opposite extreme. Some try to meditate about God, but they do it
without the Scriptures. They try to think about God, and some thoughts come,
but the right thoughts don’t always come. Because “out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies”
(Matt. 15:19). When your heart is controlled by God-thoughts, you are not likely
to miss God or deny God. You need the Scriptures to keep you on track. So to
have a balanced thought life, remember memory and meditation go together.
Lord, I will do both.
Your life-steps come from your thoughts. What you plan to do in your mind,
usually guides the path you take in life. “A man’s heart plans his way” (Prov.
16:9) and “As he thinks in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). So you need God’s
presence in your heart to point out the best path for today. He’s there to speak to
you when you read and meditate on His Word of God. He’s there when you let
the Scriptures guide our problem solving. He’s as close to you as the Word of
God to influence all you do. Lord, I’m reaching now for my Bible.
Today’s Reading: Joshua 1:3-18

Date Read
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God In The River Bottom
“And as those who bore the ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of the
priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan
overflows all its banks during the whole time of harvest), that the waters
which came down from upstream stood still . . . Then the priests who
bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the
midst of the Jordan; and all Israel crossed over on dry ground” –Joshua
3:15-17 .
Are you facing something that’s too big for you? Something impossible?
What has God asked you to do that’s overwhelming? God told Joshua and Israel
to cross the Jordan but the river was flooding. They could have gone around the
Dead Sea to enter the land, or they could have waited until the flood was over.
But either option was disobedience, because God said, “go over this Jordan”
(Josh. 1:2). Lord, help me not run away from my challenges.
When Israel obeyed and the priest stepped into the water; at that moment
God sent an earthquake upstream to dam up the waters. Where the flooded
Jordan flowed against a mountain, a landslide blocked the river. Circumstantial?
No! Providential? Yes! God’s hand that controls the power of earthquakes,
responded to the faith of three million people. The priests carrying the Ark were
spiritual representatives of all Israel when they stepped into the water. God’s
timing was miraculous. Lord, I want Your power and timing in my life.
There’s a deeper lesson here than the miracle. Have you seen it? The Ark is
more than the symbolic mercy seat of redemption. God dwells between the
cherubim, He sits on the mercy seat (Exod. 25:22). When the Ark was taken into
the river, the priests were taking God into the water. God was in the river
bottom. What is the lesson? When you are overwhelmed with a problem, step
into the water with God’s presence. See what God can do? Lord, I’m ready to
step.
Can you see faith in this picture? When the priest shouldered the Ark, the
floodwater was rushing by. When the priest began walking toward the river all
Israel was watching. Did they doubt? How could they? God was being
transported toward the watery obstacle. In faith the priest waded into the water.
In faith Israel trusted God to do something. After all, their fathers told them
about the Red Sea parting, and about water coming out of the rock, and other
miracles. Then was their time to experience the miraculous. Lord, today it’s my
turn.
Did you notice what comes first? Did the water stop flowing before they
stepped into the riverbed? No! Did they step into the water before the miracle
occurred? Yes! What does that tell you? Don’t wait for God to solve your
problem before you begin to act. If you are facing a gigantic hindrance; pray,
commit your problem to God. Invite His presence into the problem. Then

commit yourself to the action that God would have you take. Commit yourself to
glorifying God. Then act, knowing the presence of Christ in your heart will see
you through. Lord, I’m stepping.
The priest had participatory-faith. The Ark was on their shoulders, and they
bore the load. They walked into the water. The people standing ready had
observatory-faith. They watched the Ark being carried into the water. They saw
the waters recede, and they got the benefit of the miracle. They walked across
the Jordan, carrying all the belongings and their families. For three million
people to enter the promise land, both participatory-faith and observatory-faith
was necessary. In your walk of faith, there will be times when you personally
will bear the burden of God’s command and God’s presence. You must act. You
must participate with God in faith. At other times, you will get the benefit of
someone else’s faith. You believe God will do it, but you’re not the leader. You
have observatory-faith. Lord, I need faith.
Notice where God was located in this scene. God was sitting on the Ark as it
sat on the shoulders of the priests. In one sense, God is everywhere present at the
same time. So, God could have gone before Israel into the waters to make them a
way. But that’s not how it was done. God was on the shoulders of the priests
and they carried Him into the flood. You don’t have to worry about God
drowning, nor do you have to worry about the priests drowning. They’re with
God. A partnership of God and the priests can’t be defeated. Lord, teach me to
walk with You.
What about yourself? Paul tells us, “We then, as workers together with Him”
(2 Cor. 6:1). Isn’t together a wonderful word? Even when we are afraid—
together with God—we will win. In our flesh, we may lose, but God never loses;
He always wins.
One more lesson, “the whole nation crossed.” When you take God into your
problem, other people are blessed. The priest shouldered the Ark, but they did
more than get themselves and God across the river. The whole nations crossed.
Will other people be blessed because of your obedience? Lord, may I bless
others today.
The first persons to go in the river, were the last to come out. The priests
were leaders. In an act of faith, they waded into the waters first. Then as leaders,
the priest remained in the dry river bottom until everyone else crossed to safety.
They stayed in dangers path, but they were not threatened because God was with
them. Then when everyone had crossed, they came out of the riverbed, and the
waters returned. If you’re going to lead for God, you have to take the first step of
faith and you have to remain faithful until the last. You must face more danger,
take more risks, and have more courage. But it’s worth it because you’ll have
God’s presence with you in the river bottom. Lord, I will go first.
Today’s Reading: Genesis 3
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Getting On God’s Side

“And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, ‘Are You for us or for our
adversaries?’ So He said, ‘No, but as Commander of the army of the
LORD I have now come.’ And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and
worshiped, and said to Him, ‘What does my Lord say to His servant?’” –
Joshua 5:13,14
Have you ever tried to convince God to bless something you were doing or
about to do? Have you ever tried to get God on your side? When you were
attempting something that was difficult or frightening, have you ever begged God
to be with you? That’s what Joshua was doing. Joshua was preparing to attack
and defeat the evil city of Jericho—a seemingly impossible task. Then Joshua
met the Lord, but he recognize it was the Lord. Joshua thought the man he
encountered was a soldier, perhaps an enemy soldier, or perhaps one of his
soldiers he didn’t recognize. Perhaps Joshua thought the man was some kind of
heavenly soldier, like a fighting angel. Joshua wanted to enlist the solder to fight
for him. But it was the Lord that Joshua met. It was the Lord that wanted to
enlist Joshua in His battle. You don’t get God on your side, the reverse must
happen. You must get on God’s side. Lord, where do I sign up?
Joshua came up against a huge barrier; he was facing his enemy, “Joshua was
by Jericho” (Josh. 5:13). As a soldier, Joshua was probably spying out the city to
find its weaknesses, or a niche where he could attack. Joshua’s strategy was not
wrong, because we make good decisions based on good information, and we
need data to lay out life’s strategy. But when the obstacle was present, so was
the Lord. Remember when you face a barrier, God is nearby. Maybe you can’t
see Him, just as Joshua didn’t know who the warrior was. But the Lord was
there.
Joshua didn’t recognize the soldier. He didn’t know if the soldier fought for
the enemy, maybe the soldier was part of his army. Joshua commanded over
600,000 fighting men, chances are, Joshua didn’t know them all. “Are you for
us, or our enemy?” If Joshua hadn’t drawn his sword, his hand was probably
near the handle. It’s an admirable trait to be ready—always—to fight. Are you
ready for an attack from the enemy today? Lord, I’m ready.
The soldier was, “The Commander of the Army of the Lord.” This was a
Christophany, i.e., an appearance of Christ in the Old Testament. Since we
cannot see the Father or the Holy Spirit, this appearance of deity was obviously
Jesus in a pre-incarnate appearance. When Joshua realized he was standing in
the presence of deity, he did what any of us would do. Joshua stopped asking
questions, and fell to his face. Are you ready to stop questioning God and fall to
your face? I yield to You.

Jesus comes to us to solve our problems in our time of need. He came to
Joshua as a soldier, because Joshua was facing a battle. To some Jesus comes as
physician to heal, as a teacher to instruct, as a shepherd to lead, or He comes as a
counselor to help solve problems. But Joshua saw a man with sword drawn
ready for battle. What Joshua needed was help in fighting the biggest battle of
his life. He wanted this soldier on his side because, Joshua was planning an
attack and a fierce battle. Have you got an attack plan for today, and you’ve
come to get God’s help? There may be an easier way than fighting. Lord, help
me today.
Jesus had an easier way to capture Jericho. Israel was to carry the Ark of
God’s presence once around the city for seven days. Then on the last day they
were to go around the city seven times, then blow trumpets. When they obeyed,
God would send a miracle to destroy the walls so they could capture the city.
God’s way was a lot easier and would save more lives. So, Joshua had a choice,
do it his way or God’s way. You face the same question. Are you going to solve
today’s problems your way or God’s way? Do you still want God to bless your
plans, or are you willing to fit into God’s plans? Lord, show me Your plans for
this day.
The answer is obvious. You want to get on God’s side. So, how does that
happen? What must you do? Do what Joshua did, “He fell at his feet and
worshipped.” When you fall at Jesus’ feet, you allow Him to be your Lord.
When you worship, you magnify Him. Lord, I do it now.
Before you fight, you must worship. That means you put God at the right
place in your life. Before you rush into today’s battle, make sure to retreat into
His presence. Like Joshua, you may find an easier way to win your battle in
God’s presence. Joshua began looking at his enemy in Jericho, but ended up
looking at his Lord. For in the presence of the Lord, you get your battle strategy,
your battle courage (assurance), and your battle goal. Lord, help me win.
This was the first battle in the Promise Land. It had to be successful or the
other battles would also fail. The spiritual approach to this battle would shed
light on how the others could be won. Every lesson Joshua learned in this first
battle would be a foundation on which to build. So this battle was the most
important one of all. He needed to be on God’s side and follow God’s strategy.
Joshua needed God to fight for him. So what did he do? He worshipped. And to
win today’s battle, what must you do? Worship! Lord, I worship!
Today’s Reading: Joshua 5:13-15

Date Read
DAY 87
Walking God Around The Walls

“And the armed men went before them. But the rear guard came after
the ark of the Lord, while the priest continued blowing the trumpets”
–Joshua 6:13.
What is the biggest problem you face today? Do you face a small conflict, or
something life-threatening? Don’t face it alone; make sure you have the presence
of God with you. Joshua had to conquer a formidable stronghold. Jericho was
one of the most fortified cities in the then known world. For if Joshua couldn’t
conquer Jericho, he couldn’t capture the surrounding territory. Lord, I have a
problem.
When Joshua met Jesus in a Christophany, he received the formula for
victory, i.e., march in a parade around Jericho each day. Start the soldiers
marching, then have some priests follow blowing trumpets. Next take God
around the city, i.e., let the priest bear the Ark of the Lord on their shoulders in
parade around Jericho. Show the enemy that God is on your side. Parade around
the city once each day for six days, but march around it seven times on the
seventh day. Then everyone shout and charge to conquer the city. Lord, help me
see Your plan to solve my problem.
This simple story of military strategy has many lessons that will help you win
today’s victory. Notice God told Joshua to take soldiers with the priest when
they marched around the city. Be prepared. Look out for premature attacks from
enemy soldiers who could come out of the city to attack priest. Even when you
are trusting God to help you, do all you can to protect yourself. Don’t expose
yourself needlessly to danger. Lord, I will prepare.
Joshua needed patience. Victory didn’t come after initial obedience on the
first day’s march around Jericho. Each day for six days, Israel had to follow
orders . . . correct formation . . . correct march . . . correct obedience. The victory
didn’t come gradually with continued obedience. No! Israel obeyed each day
with no visual results. Sometimes you have to obey when you see nothing
happening in the conflict you face. If you’ve got the Lord with you, and you’re
following His directions, keep marching. A seventh day victory is coming.
Lord, I look forward to eventual victory.
They blew the trumpets daily. That’s like using our mouths to testify to other
people. The priests were sounding the trumpets to get the attention of everyone
in Jericho. Sometimes you want the world to know you’re trusting God,
sometimes you don’t. Trying to scare the enemy was a usual military tactic in
Old Testament times. Wasn’t it fool-hearted to blow a trumpet at Jericho, instead
of waving their swords and warning the enemy? Not when you’ve got the Ark
with you, because you’ve got God on your side. You don’t need tricks. The
presence of God should be enough to warn them. But the enemy didn’t

surrender. They didn’t believe God made a difference. Are you controlled by
your unbelief? Lord, You’re with me, help me obey.
The soldiers of Jericho heard the trumpets, what did the enemy see when
they ran to the wall? They saw a box carried on the shoulders of priests. Israel
was testifying that its strength was in the God of the Ark. In case any people in
Jericho missed the parable of the first day, they could see the spectacle
tomorrow. Do you have faith to show them the Lord each day? Lord, give me
faith and patience.
Why seven times on the seventh day? Because seven represented Israel’s
perfect obedience. Because seven got the complete attention of Jericho. Because
seven is God’s favorite number. Because seven announced the end, just like the
seventh day is the end of a week. If you’re going through conflict, an end is
coming. You don’t know when . . . how . . . or where; but God knows and God
will end it in His way. Lord, I trust You.
The Ark was carried around the city seven times. They obeyed the God who
was traveling with them. He was not sitting on a hill safely in the distance,
watching and waiting to do something. God was in the march; He went seven
times around the enemy. He knew experientially the terrain. He saw the walls
up close. God is in your conflict with you. He doesn’t just stay back at the place
where you met Him in your morning watch. Your quiet time in God’s presence
means as much to God as to you. But, He leaves “your prayer closet” with you,
and enters your conflict with you. You go with God, so what do you need?
Lord, I need confidence.
The people and God worked together for victory. When the people shouted,
God destroyed the walls. Would the shout alone bring down the walls? I think
not. Would God have brought down the walls with out the people’s shout? He
could have, but probably wouldn’t have, because God works in response to our
faith. “For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed
and be cast into the sea’. . . he will have whatever he says.” (Mark 11:23). Lord,
I speak Your victory.
There is strength in united faith. Notice all Israel was commanded to shout.
I doubt if any kept silent. And how did they shout? The living Bible describes,
“They shouted as loud as they could.” Total enthusiasm . . . total obedience . . .
total faith. Then every soldier charged straight ahead . . . total victory. Lord,
help me obey Your in every way.
Victory came when Israel did exactly what God commanded, God and man
working together. That’s how you’ll win over your conflict. You must work
together with God. You must do everything humanly possible to solve the
problem, praying to God daily as you symbolically walk around the walls that
block your progress. Take God with you as you approach your problem, just as
Israel took the Ark with them. Then move ahead when the walls come down,
taking charge. “We work together as partners who belong to God” (1 Cor. 3:9,
LB). Lord, I’m going ahead with You.
Today’s Reading: Joshua 6
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DAY 88
Blaming God
“Achan . . . took of the accursed things; so the anger of the LORD
burned against the children of Israel . . . Then Joshua . . . fell to the earth
. . . before the ark of the LORD . . . and Joshua said, ‘Alas, Lord GOD,
why have you brought this people . . . to deliver us into the hand of the
Amorites, to destroy us’” –Joshua 7:1,6,7
Have you ever blamed God for your troubles? Oh, you didn’t outright say
God did it, but you make it sound like He was responsible. Maybe God didn’t
answer a prayer, so you complained. Maybe things went bad so you asked God
why He didn’t interrupt events or change circumstances. Since God has all
power, and He didn’t solve your problem, it’s easy to blame Him.
One man stole money and clothes from Jericho—God told Israel not to keep
anything—so Israel lost its next battle. God didn’t fight for Israel in the battle
against Ai like he did in Jericho. Because Israel was defeated at Ai, Joshua
blamed God. Lord, forgive me when I’ve blamed You.
Why is it we have such a hard time taking responsibility for our actions?
Why do we want to blame someone else for our failure? The answer is simple.
God made us responsible creatures. It’s the essence of why He created us. God
gave us the responsibility to worship Him . . . to obey Him . . . to trust Him. God
made us responsible to Him, and when we fail; we must answer to Him.
But human beings don’t like being accountable for our actions. We want to
be exalted; we want to be “Number One.” So when we fail, it’s embarrassing.
We’re no longer “Number one.” What do we do? When we blame someone
else, it makes us “Number one” again. Blaming someone else can become a
habit because we always want to be on top. Blaming others can be selfsatisfying. Lord, forgive me from blaming others for my mistakes.
God was with Israel when the nation defeated Jericho. He led them into
battle when the Ark was carried forward by the priest. So when Israel fought its
second battle against a smaller city that had fewer soldiers, the nation of Israel
naturally expected to win. Have you ever won a great spiritual battle, yet the
next day fell flat on your face? Was it God’s fault or yours? It was my fault,
Lord.
Israel lost the battle against Ai, but notice what Joshua had not done. Before
the first battle of Jericho, Joshua prayed, but the Bible says nothing about prayer
before the second battle against Ai. Israel sent the priest—with the Ark of
God—into the first battle. The Bible says nothing about the priest at Ai and
nothing about the Ark. Does that mean the presence of God didn’t go with them?
Did Israel fail because she didn’t trust God? Lord, I’ve failed in the past because
I forgot You.
If Joshua had prayed and if Israel had God’s presence with them at Ai,
maybe God would have convicted them of the hidden sin of Achan before the

battle. Maybe they wouldn’t have been defeated. But they lost, and thirty-six
good soldiers died needlessly. Why? Because of what the leaders didn’t do and
because of what one man did. He sinned. Have you ever been defeated because
you didn’t pray or seek God’s presence? Have you ever lost a battle because of
sin? Did you blame God?
Experiencing the presence of God is the most important thing in your
Christian life. And losing His presence is tragic. When the Bible describes
“Grieve the Holy Spirit” (Eph. 4:30), it means we allow the existence of
conscious sin in our life. We sin and don’t confess it and we don’t repent. We
sin and don’t feel sorry. But the Spirit is grieved over just one sin, which means
God sorrows. Next the Bible describes, “Do not quench the Spirit” (1 Thess.
5:19). Quench means to put out or extinguish. When you quench your thirst, you
put it out. When you quench the Spirit of God, you flaunt your sin and
extinguish the flame of any Christian testimony you might have had. If you have
an outward sin that’s eroding your testimony, deal with it. If you have a secret
sin, get rid of it before it grows into bigger problems. Like Israel, don’t lose a
battle because of a hidden sin. Lord, I confess my sins . . .
Achan tried to hide his stolen treasure in a hole under a rug in his tent, but
God brought it to full view. If you try to hide it, God will bring your secret
hidden sin to full light. Notice the opposite. If you confess your sin publicly,
God will forgive it, and bury it in the deepest sea (Micah 7:19).
How publicly should you confess your sin? Achan’s sin affected all Israel,
so it was confessed before all Israel. Listen to his heart-rending cry, “I have
sinned against the LORD God of Israel” (Josh. 7:20). Your circle of confession
should be as wide as the circle of sin. If you’ve sinned against only one, go
privately to that person to confess. I knew a pastor who confessed his sexual sin
widely beyond his church and the secular community. It destroyed his ministry,
harmed the church and needlessly embarrassed his family. Some people don’t
need to hear your confession, other people don’t deserve it. The sexual sin
should have been confessed to the wife and the parties involved. What’s the rule
you should follow in confession? Be willing to confess to all, but be wise
enough to confess to those involved. Remember the circle of confession
principle, i.e., the circle of confession should be as wide as the circle of sin.
This lesson begins with blaming God for your sin (He’s never the blame), but
ends up blaming yourself. When it comes to sin, the bottom line is losing the
presence of God. When you sin, don’t confess just to feel good. You confess to
restore God’s presence to your life. Then you will experience God’s peace that
comes with His presence. And after you confess your sin and come back to God,
then worship Him. When you enter His presence, take off your shoes and
worship Him, for you’re on holy ground (Josh. 5:15). Lord, I’m coming back to
worship.
Today’s Reading: Joshua 7
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Physical Help In Battle
“The LORD said . . . ‘Do not fear them, for I have delivered them into
your hand’ . . . and he (Joshua) said in the sight of Israel: ‘Sun, stand
still over Gibeon; and Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon’” –Joshua 10:8, 12
Have you ever had problems because of a friend? Has the enemy ever tried
to destroy you by attacking a friend of yours? That’s what happened to Israel.
God’s people signed a peace pack with Gibeon, a neighboring tribe of people.
The agreement said they would not fight each other, and if either of them were
attacked, the one would come to the aid of the other (Josh. 9:15). When five
Amorite kings heard about the treaty, they attacked Gibeon. The Gibeonites
quickly called for help from Joshua and the Israelites.
The Lord told Joshua, “I will give you victory over them” (Josh. 10:8, LB).
This was a great opportunity for Israel, they could get rid of five nations in one
battle, but their opposition was five times larger than normal. So Joshua headed
into battle with divine reassurance. Have you ever faced a spiritual battle with
divine promises of victory, but you’re still not sure what to do? Remember,
sometimes God gives you victory by giving you inner strength. At other times,
God does a miracle for you. God does what human effort can’t do. Both of
those things happened in this victory. Lord, I want victory.
First, Joshua made an all-night forced march across the mountains to catch
the Amorites by surprise. Joshua’s strategy and his army’s physical conditioning
gave Israel the upper hand at the beginning of the battle. When the Amorites
retreated, Israel gave chase, killing them along the road. Remember the enemy
slept the previous night, but not Israel. God’s people were winning because they
didn’t give up. They didn’t take time to rest. Maybe you need to learn tenacity.
Don’t give up and don’t give into your physical desires. Lord, I will be strong.
Then, God did two miracles to give them victory. First, “The LORD cast
down large hailstones . . . There were more who died from the hailstones than the
children of Israel killed with the sword” (Josh. 10:11). Next, Joshua prayed for
more sunlight to win the battle. He didn’t want his enemy to re-assemble or retreat into fortresses. Joshua called for a miracle, “in the sight of Israel: ‘Sun,
stand still over Gibeon; and Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.’ So the sun stood
still, and the moon stopped” (Josh. 10:12-13).
Just as God and Israel worked together for victory, so you have to walk with
God for victory. The Living Bible describes it, “As God’s partners” (2 Cor. 6:1).
God, be my partner today.
What does it mean to be a partner? It doesn’t mean to quit working and let
your partner do it all. Partnership means togetherness. Sometimes you begin a
task, and the partner finishes up. So today you may have to take the first step
toward victory. You may have to take the first spiritual step, as though you’ll
have to do everything yourself. Some battles, Joshua fought without divine

intervention. Joshua depended on the human ability of his soldiers. Sometimes
you’ll have to depend on others helping you; others like family or fellow
workers. Lord, send help.
Sometimes the greatest help you get from a partner is encouragement and
perhaps advice. Sometimes God will help you with biblical principles or
strategy. When you follow the Bible’s advice, you’ll win the battle. At other
times you’ll be encouraged by “Christ in you the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27).
Let’s not forget the physical aspect of victory. The soldiers had to march all
night, then fight all day. That takes physical conditioning or stamina. Then the
second night the sun didn’t go down. Joshua prayed for the sun to stand still in
the heaven. The soldiers didn’t get to sleep the second night. There’s a lesson
here. Stay in good physical condition, you never know when a spiritual
emergency will need all your strength to win a victory. Don’t spend your nights
seeking fun or spending your energy on frivolity. Remember, you must meet
God each morning. God deserves your physical best. When you give your
physical best to the lust of the flesh, then try to give some physical energy to
God; you end up burning the candle on both ends. What glory does God get
from your body, which is the temple of the Holy Spirit? Keep it in good physical
condition. Some have been defeated spiritually, because they were tired
physically.
Don’t forget the role of prayer in victory. Notice what Joshua didn’t pray
about. He didn’t ask for the battle to go away. Joshua asked God for
opportunity. He asked God to give his army more daylight so they could
continue fighting. Don’t pray for the victory you’re seeking, rather ask God to
give you the opportunity to win the battle. You might pray for wisdom to handle
the opposition, or wisdom to think up a workable plan. You might ask God for
friends to help you . . . for physical strength . . . or for circumstances. Lord, give
me the opportunity of victory.
Get ready for your next spiritual battle. You may not be in one now, but it’s
coming. Jesus said, “In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer,
I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). Lord, I’m getting ready.
Today’s Reading: Joshua 9-10
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Wanting A Mountain
“And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said . . . ‘I was forty
years old when . . . the Lord sent me . . . to spy out the land . . . I wholly
followed the LORD my God. Now, behold the LORD has kept me alive .
. . these forty-five years . . . I am as strong this day as on the day that
Moses sent me . . . now therefore, give me his mountain’” –Joshua 14:68, 10-12.
It is said that dreams keep us alive, long before we die. And if we have no
dreams, we might as well be dead, even thought we’re still alive. Today, think
on the dreams that give you a desire to get up in the morning. What dreams drive
you to meaningful work? What dreams compel you to make a contribution to
life? Lord, help me see Your dream for my life.
Caleb was eighty-five years old, and still wanted his mountain. He reminded
everyone that when he was forty years old, God sent him to spy out the Promise
Land. Caleb came back to tell the truth. You remember there were ten unfaithful
spies who were afraid of the giant warriors and the fortified cities? The ten spies
were motivated by doubt. But Caleb and Joshua believed God would fight with
them and give them the land of Canaan. While Caleb was surveying the Promise
Land, he saw Hebron. When he asked for it, Moses said he cold have it. Has
God shown you something you want? Do you have faith to believe God would
give your mountain to you? Lord, there is a mountain I want.
In today’s Bible story, it’s forty-five years later, and Caleb still dreams about
his mountain. After wandering in the wilderness forty years, and after fighting
five years for other sections of the Promise Land, Caleb is ready to claim his
mountain. There are at least four steps to getting your dream.
First, you must see the mountain. Peter said, “Your young men shall see
visions, your old men shall dream dreams” (Acts 2:17). A vision is off in the
future, it’s what the young desire to have. Dreams are past events that you
haven’t realized, but you still strive to accomplish. Hebron was the tallest
mountain in the region. And if you lived on Hebron, you could look down on
everything that looks up to you. As a young man, Caleb had a vision of building
a home there, now, as an old man the dream has not yet happened. Do you have
a dream that hasn’t yet materialized? Lord, I have a dream!
Second you must ask. This means asking God and asking people. “You do
not have because you do not ask” (James 4:2). You’ve got to know when to ask,
what to ask, how to ask, and who to ask. Are you ready to ask for your dream?
Lord, give me my dream.
The third step is committing yourself to work and/or fight for your dream.
Caleb asked for a mountain filled with the enemy. He didn’t ask Joshua to fight
for him nor did he didn’t ask the army to get it for him. Caleb didn’t use his
position to ask for exemptions or privileges. He asked for the opportunity to

fight/work for the mountain promised to him. Lord, I am willing to work/fight
for my dream.
Finally, Caleb trusted God to help him victoriously conquer the mountain, “It
may be that the Lord will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them out”
(Josh. 14:12). It’s one thing to have a dream, but a dream is only the beginning.
It’s another step forward when you pray and work for your dream. But what
about victory? How do you capture your dream? It takes God and man working
together. By faith you have to work hard and work smart. And as you work for
your dream, you have to know how to work with God. Lord, I’m working, help
me.
How long have you been waiting for your dream? Caleb had to wait fortyfive years. That’s a long time in anyone’s life. Have you noticed that a burning
desire to achieve a dream goes along with patient endurance to wait for a dream?
Young people have the burning desire to achieve a dream. But most of them
want their mountain NOW! And if they don’t get their dream within a short
period of time, they give up. Or they get a new dream. Many young people lack
patience. It’s easier for elderly people to have patience, even if they don’t have
much time left in life. What’s strongest for you, burning desire or patience?
Lord, mix perfectly my dream and my patience to get my mountain-dream.
There’s another principle you need to know about getting your mountain.
It’s timing. You have to know when to wait and when to act. If you act too
soon, you might not get your dream because the circumstances are not right. And
if you act too early, you may spoil any chances of ever getting your dream at a
later time. If you have only one bullet in your gun, and you shoot too soon; you
have nothing to shoot when you face an emergency. God, teach me how to wait
for the perfect time to act on getting my mountain.
Some people let the perfect time come and go; they do nothing. If you have
only one bullet in your gun, and you don’t shoot when your life is threatened
later, it may be too hard to pull the trigger. You may be dead. Some people die
because all they’ve done is wait for an opportunity to conquer their mountain.
When a door opens, you must walk through; it may not open again. Lord, teach
me perfect timing.
Blessed are the unsatisfied when they have a dream, for they have a reason to
live. Do you have a life-motivating dream? Better than money, position, and
friends; a dream may be your best possession in life. For when you have a
dream, you have a reason to life. And a life with purpose, is the best life
possible. “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). Lord, give
me a dream and accomplish my dream in my lifetime.
Today’s Reading: Joshua 14:5-15
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Life Is Choice
“Joshua gathered all the tribes . . . and they presented themselves before
God. I have given you a land for which you did not labor, and cities
which you did not build, and you dwell in them; you eat of the vineyards
and olive groves which you did not plant . . . ‘put away the gods which
your father served . . . choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve . . . But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord’” –Joshua
24:1, 13-15.
Joshua gave one of the greatest “choice” speeches ever. Why is this called
one of the greatest “decision” speeches? Because Joshua was calling people to
choose God, the greatest choice ever. Because Joshua was calling for a choice he
had personally made. Because Joshua was calling a new generation to
commitment. Because as Joshua was getting ready to die, he wanted to extend
his spiritual influences beyond his physical life.
The nation of Israel had captured the promised land and subdued the
occupants. They have fought thirty-one major battles. Some battles were in the
open field. Some battles were to capture major fortified cities. Some battles
were against cavalry and armed chariots. But God was with them and they won
all the battles. (Even though they were at first defeated at Ai, eventually they
won). Lord, thank You for the victories in my life.
Israel should have been more spiritual than ever because God had with them
in battle. They should have been more grateful to God because He had given
everything this former slave nation needed, i.e., land, houses, fruit trees, walls,
cities, etc. But after their victory; their faith became lukewarm, their
commitment became lax. They should have worshipped more than ever, but they
became busy with the things God had given them. They quickly forgot about
God. Lord, I will always remember You.
Like Americans who often win a war, but lose the peace; Israel didn’t know
how to live for God after they fought with God. They were like some Christians
who must have a battle to keep serving Christ. They must fight or march to
demonstrate their commitment to Christ. Is that your problem? Are you one
who used to serve God faithfully when you needed God to solve your problems?
But now that things are easy, your commitment to Christ has taken a back seat?
Do you need Joshua to call you back to complete commitment? Do you need to
make a decision to serve God, but just can’t do it? If so, today you need to
examine the decision-making process, so you will know how to get your spiritual
fervor back.
Do you make decisions—both big and little ones—without any thought of
strategy? When you learn how to properly make decisions, you take control of
your life. Correct decisions can guide your life to become what you choose it to
be. Those who don’t know what they want to do, usually end up doing many

things they don’t want to do. If you don’t control your daily decisions, you will
eventually go where you want to go.
Joshua was challenging the older people who came with him to conquer the
Promise Land. They had dreamed with him, fought with him. They all had
relatives who died fighting under Joshua in various battles. But now Joshua has
to challenge them to holiness. “Put away the gods which your fathers served”
(24:14). Lord, I will be clean
Notice some of the factors in good decision-making. We sometimes need
biblical leaders to motivate us to make correct decisions. Joshua called all Israel
together, then told them what they should do. How has your pastor and others
influenced your thinking? When they point you to the Bible, do you obey what
the Scriptures command? Lord, thank You for counselors.
Next when you enter God’s presence, you get divine guidance in making
choices. “They presented themselves before God” (24:1). This involves
fellowshipping with God, asking for direction, and listening for His voice. It’s
easy to make the decisions God wants you to make when you feel His presence
about you. Lord, I will do Your will.
Did you see the examples that Joshua held before them? Examples of
Abraham (v.2), Isaac (v.4), Jacob (v.4), and Moses (v.5). To become good, you
must look to good heroes, and to become victorious, make over-comers your
heroes. Then Joshua held before them decisive events that brought them into the
land. Joshua reminded them how God defeated the Egyptians (v.6-7) the
Amorites (v.8) and Jericho (v.11). Since God had given victory to their fathers,
He could do it for them. We all have heroes and our heroes influence us. What
heroes motivate you? Study them to see how they made proper decisions. Lord,
I choose those heroes who have chosen to follow You.
Next Joshua appealed to gratitude. He reminded the people of God’s
blessing in their lives. They farmed land that God gave them. They lived in
houses they didn’t build, and they picked fruit from trees they didn’t plant. God
had given the land it to them. Now in gratitude, God wanted their obedience and
worship. Of all the virtues, gratitude is the least remembered by people of little
character. Why, because gratitude always thinks of the other person. Gratitude
seeks nothing in return. Being grateful for good things is the God-thing to do. It
is kindness personified. Lord, I am grateful for what You have done for me.
What did Joshua want them to do? He wanted everyone to fear God, serve
Him sincerely and in truth. Sincerely meant with all their heart, i.e., from the
bottom of their heart. He wanted a total emotional response of love. He didn’t
want half-hearted love, Joshua called for total commitment. Are you there? Do
you love God will all your being? That doesn’t mean being a religious fanatic,
nor does it mean to respond with an emotional eruption. It means you should
love God totally, in your quiet way, if you are a quiet person. It means loving
God loudly and expressively if you are an exuberant person. Lord, I love You
inwardly with all my heart. Help me express it outwardly the way you express
yourself.

But Joshua also wanted people to love God “in truth.” That means loving
God the way the Bible tells you to do it, not the way your friends do it, nor the
way that feels good to you. To love God “in truth” is to love God according to
the truth. Remember, Jesus said He was the truth (John 14:6). Lord, teach me
the truth.
The speech got results. The people said, “The Lord our God we will serve,
and his voice we will obey” (Josh. 24:24). When people make a decision—a
great one—there should be an outward sign. Today we sign a contract, or shake
hands and in church we go to the altar or make our commitment public. How did
Joshua make their commitment public? “Joshua wrote these words in the Book
of the Law of God. “And he took a large stone, and set it up there under the oak
that was by the sanctuary of the LORD” (Josh. 24:26). Do you see how the
people’s decision ends? At the Sanctuary of God! They made their vow in the
presence of God—where God lives—and chiseled their commitment on a
monument. Like the statues and commemorative stones in our city parks, Joshua
wrote the words of their decisions in stone to remind them and future generations
what they decided.
Are you in the presence of God as you read these words? Is your life a
sanctuary? Have you decided to give the Lord everything? Make that decision,
write it in your Bible and sign it. Then do something symbolic to tell the world
that, “I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back.” Lord, I will.
Today’s Reading: Joshua 23:24

Date Read
DAY 92
God Is Present In The Tears
“Then the Angel of the LORD . . . said: ‘I led you up from Egypt and
brought you to the land . . . But you have not obeyed My voice . . . I will
not drive them out before you; there shall be thorns in your side, and
their gods shall be a snare to you.’ So it was . . . that the people lifted up
their voices and wept. Then they called the name of that place Bochim
(weepers)” –Judges 2:1-5.
What happens when you only do half of what the Lord commands? What
happens when you compromise? Israel had occupied the promised land, but they
didn’t drive out the heathen. They didn’t get rid of the false gods in the land.
Within time, Israel picked up the sinful habits of the heathen among them, and
they began worshipping false gods—probably along with their worship of
Jehovah. Are you like Israel, are you becoming more like the unsaved around
you? Are you “playing” with the false gods of this age? If so, learn what will
happen to you, from what happened to Israel.
First, notice how many other tribes didn’t completely drive out the heathen,
(Judg. 1:21, 27, 29, 30, 31, 33). What was God’s response? When the people
stopped fighting, God said, “I will not drive them out from before you” (Judg.
2:3). When the people compromised, God did not display His power in warfare.
Do you see who stopped fighting first, the people or God? There’s a lesson for
you, God will not work for you, if you stop working for Him. Lord, I will not
give up.
When God told the people that hard times were coming, they wept. You
would too. Who likes trouble or problems? God promised the heathen would be
thorns in their side, and their gods would entrap them. The people wept so hard
and so long that the place was called Bochim, i.e., weeping. Can you hear a
Jewish father tell his son, “Bochim is the place we got the bad news and
everyone wept?”
What should they have done? They should have done what you should do
when you get bad news from God. You should do more than weep; you should
repent . . . change your ways . . . go back to doing what God originally told you
to do. Israel should have immediately gone back to war to drive out the enemy
from among them. Israel should have gotten rid of their false gods. But they
didn’t. For the rest of the book of Judges, Israel was enslaved and persecuted by
their enemies and tempted by their gods. All of the misery that Israel suffered in
the book of Judges was the result of their incomplete obedience. Lord, don’t let
me compromise.
Tears are not enough when you’ve disobeyed God, but tears are a good start.
Paul described the Corinthians, “For godly sorrow produces repentance leading
to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death” (2
Cor. 7:10). Israel wept in Bochim and as a result, the nation lived godly for one

generation. “So the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the
days of the elders who outlived Joshua” (Judg. 2:7). Lord, I want to be godly.
There is a cycle in the book of Judges, and each of the seven main judges
was used of God to deliver God’s people from their servitude to heathen nations.
“The LORD raised up judges who delivered them” (Judg. 2:16). But something
happened each time God delivered Israel. “And when the judge was dead, that
they reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers, by following other
gods, to serve them and bow down to them. They did not cease from their own
doings nor from their stubborn way.” (Judg. 2:19). Each time Israel was
delivered, the nation eventually fell back into sin. What happened? “And the
anger of the LORD was hot against Israel. So He delivered them into the hands
of plunderers who despoiled them; and He sold them into the hands of their
enemies” (Judg. 2:14). Do you see the cycle? First Israel sinned, then second
God allowed an enemy nation to conquer them and persecute them. Third, Israel
repented and cried to God for deliverance. Finally in step four, God raised up a
deliverer—a judge—to lead them in battle to victory.
Where are you on the cycle? Are you on the downward compromising
station? Or have you come to the place where you are begging God to deliver
you? Are you heading for defeat or coming out of defeat? Is God helping you
win a battle over your enemies? Wherever you are, look again at the cycle. This
time don’t look for yourself on the cycle. Rather look for God. Where is the
Lord? He’s at every stage of the cycle. When you sin, God is there. He’s not
there to help you, but to convict you and sometimes to punish you. When Israel
“forsook the LORD God of their fathers” (Judg. 2:12), notice what God did.
“The hand of the LORD was against them” (Judg. 2:15). God did not help them
win their battles. Have you been fighting your own battles lately? Have you
been struggling without God’s help? Lord, I surrender to You.
God is at every stage of the cycle. Even when you’re suffering punishment,
God is there because He loves you and He wants to bring you back to Himself.
As a small boy, my mother would spank me because I deserved it. At the time I
was sure she hated me and wanted to see me cry. Now that I’m a father and
grandfather, I understand that you punish children for their own good. And you
can’t correct them unless you’re right there to see what they do wrong. But more
than seeing their infraction, you must understand what they have done and why,
i.e., their motivation. Correction takes time and personal energy. You have to
inconvenience your schedule before you can properly deal with them. Correction
is pouring your life into their life. You’re telling them what you think is wrong
and why. You’re telling them what is right and why. Is that what God is doing
to you? Thank Him for His personal attention to you in your sin. Thank You,
Lord, for being with me in difficulties.
God punished Israel, not because He was angry at them, and not to hurt them.
God wanted Israel to walk with Him and enjoy His presence. Isn’t that always
the bottom line? God wants you to know Him and walk with Him. Remember,
if you’re walking in close fellowship with Him, you won’t be corrected by Him.

You’ll enjoy His fellowship. Is that your experience today? Lord, here I am
right next to You.
Today’s Reading: Judges 1-2

Date Read
DAY 93
Doubting God’s Call
“And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, The
LORD is with you, you mighty man of valor! Gideon said to Him, O my
lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And
where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did
not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken
us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites” –Judges 6:12-13.
Has God ever told you to do something, but you didn’t do it, because you
thought you were inadequate? When you were praying, a great idea came to you,
but you never acted on it because you thought you couldn’t do it. There may
have been many reasons why you did nothing! You didn’t have enough money .
. . enough leadership ability . . . or enough courage. You immediately thought
failure, not success. When God wanted you to move forward, you couldn’t move
at all. Lord, that’s me.
God had a great job for Gideon to do, but he was filled with doubt and
insecurity. The Lord appeared to Gideon, and he didn’t even know it was God.
The Lord greeted Gideon to build up his self-confidence, “The Lord is with you,
because you are a mighty man of courage.” But Gideon’s doubt controlled his
answer, “If God is with me, where are all His miracles He did for Israel in
bringing them out of the desert? If God is with me, why have the Midianites
conquered us and now they take all our food?” Have you ever doubted God
because you couldn’t see a miracle? Are you skeptical because luck has turned
against you? If Gideon understood Israel was in economic captivity because of
her sin, he wouldn’t have complained. If Gideon understood how God worked,
maybe he would have understood God wanted to use him. How about you, are
you in difficulty because you don’t know how God works, or you’ve forgotten
what He can do? When God comes to you with a task, don’t immediately look to
your weakness or you doubt. Lord, I will immediately look to You.
God told Gideon, “You shall save Israel” (6:14). But Gideon still doubted,
“If I shall save Israel, show me a sign.” Do you look for outward proof to verify
the inward voice of God? It’s as though Gideon said, “Show me a miracle and
I’ll obey you.” Isn’t that unbelief?
Gideon brought a young goat as a blood sacrifice and the other things
required in a peace offering to God. He spread the meat and cakes on a rock.
Then the miraculous happened. The angel of the Lord touched the sacrifice and
instantly a fire consumed them. Then the Lord disappeared in the flame and
Gideon’s unbelief kicked in again. Gideon cried, “I’ve seen the Lord and I’ll
die.” But God spoke to tell Gideon he wouldn’t die. Gideon built an altar on the
spot and called it Jehovah-shalom, i.e., The Lord my peace. Have you made
peace with God? Lord, let Your peace control my life.

Still Gideon was afraid to serve the Lord. That night under the cover of
darkness, Gideon cut down the grove of trees on the tallest hill of his father’s
farm. The trees surrounded an altar to Baal, the false god of the heathen. Gideon
destroyed the altar. Then Gideon took his father’s bull—usually a farmer had
only one—and sacrificed it to the Lord. The next morning the neighbors were
incensed, they wanted to kill Gideon. The neighbors also worshipped Baal the
fertility god because they thought Baal would give them prosperity. They
thought Baal would protect them. Even though Gideon’s father was a Baalworshipper, he had enough common sense to say, “If Baal is a god, let him
protect himself.”
Gideon tried to serve the Lord under the cover of darkness, but he was still a
coward. He was afraid of what others would think of him. Is that you? Do you
serve the Lord quietly . . . out of public view . . . only in your prayer closet?
Lord, I will tell others.
Next Gideon had another test for God. He prayed, “I am going to put the
wool of a lamb out tonight, if You are going to use me, let the fleece be soaking
wet in the morning.” The next morning, Gideon squeezed water out of the wool.
Then Gideon must have figured, the porous wool attracted moisture. So he
prayed, “Tonight, keep the wool dry, but let the sand around it be wet. The next
morning the wool was dry. This should have encouraged Gideon to go attack the
Midianites. Are you like Gideon? Do you think up one test after another to see
if God is with you, or if God will use you? But your problem is internal; it’s not
things or circumstances. The problem is you . . . it’s unbelief. Lord, help me
overcome unbelief.
Gideon still was not yet convinced God would use him. He had another test.
Gideon marched his soldiers to the creek for a drink. Some of the men got down
on all fours and lapped the water with their mouth, just like an animal. The other
men knelt down on one knee and scooped water to their mouth with their hand.
These men were being alert and ready for battle because the enemy was across
the creek. God didn’t choose these. God chose the men with their face in the
water. They fully trusted God, not their fighting ability. God chose to use the
three hundred men who drank with their faces in the water. Lord, cleanse me.
What will you do when you are tested? Some days God tests you, and you
don’t even know it. So the answer is to be faithful to God all the time in every
way, especially the small ways. God is in the details.
It’s one thing to be tested by God, but it’s entirely another thing to test God.
God called Gideon, but the young man was not sure God could use him. So
Gideon put God to several tests. What does that say about Gideon? Doesn’t that
say he was motivated by unbelief? Doesn’t that say Gideon had trouble
accepting himself? He was probably an introvert and lacked self-confidence. Is
that you? Do you lack confidence? Are you too introverted? Don’t measure a
task by your ability, rather; think what God can do. Learn God. Walk with God.
Trust God.
If you’re drawn inward like Gideon, remember what God did with Gideon
and his three hundred men. God can use you, because He delights to use people

who trust in Him. In the middle of the night each of the three hundred soldiers
took a trumpet in one hand and a torch burning in a pitcher in the other hand.
Their sword was in the sheath. God was going to win this battle, not with these
three hundred fighting men with their flashing swords. At a given signal, each of
the three hundred men broke the pitcher, waved the torch, and blew the trumpet.
To the enemy, it sounded like Gideon’s army was attacking. The enemy didn’t
know how many were charging in the darkness. They didn’t know who was
beside them. They killed the closest thing that moved. God gave Gideon a great
victory, the enemy slaughtered itself.
When God called Gideon, the young man struggled with the call. Gideon
was not sure God could use him. Are you like Gideon, filled with self-doubt?
Look to God’s call, “He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it” (1 Thess.
5:24). Lord, I answer Your call.
Today’s Reading: Judges 6:11-7:25

Date Read
DAY 94
Losing God’s Presence
“And she said, ‘The Philistines are upon you, Samson!’ So he awoke
from his sleep, and said, ‘I will go out as before, at other times, and
shake myself free!’ But he did not know that the LORD had departed
from him” –Judges 16:20.
We wrongly think our life will continue when we do nothing to maintain it.
That’s because we do not understand entropy. The body dies without food and
gardens go to weeds if you don’t tend it. The Second Law of Thermodynamics
says all bodies will slow down and eventually stop. Your spiritual life will
deteriorate if you don’t stay close to the Lord. Lord, I want to squeeze in close to
You.
Samson had everything going for him. He was born to godly parents who
prayed for his birth. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him several times (Judg.
14:6, 19; 15:14) and he was victorious over the Philistines several times. What
caused his downfall? Perhaps some of the things that ultimately destroyed
Samson’s life, will plague your walk with God. We’ll look at the problem of sin
that grew unnoticed. We’ll see the ultimate sin that destroyed him. Perhaps this
lesson will help you avoid the things that doomed Samson. Lord, protect me
from unobserved dangers.
Before Samson was born, God promised to use him to defeat the Philistines
(Judg. 13:5), but Samson had a woman problem. First, he fell in love with a
Philistine woman and told his parents to arrange a marriage with her. They
objected, “Is there no woman among the daughters of your brethren” (Judg.
14:3). But Samson was hard headed, “She pleases me well” (Judg. 14:3).
Samson chose by the eye of the flesh, he compromised his faith and eventually
destroyed the woman and her family. Do you know what God wants for your
life? Are you making decisions to satisfy the flesh, decisions that are contrary to
God’s will for your life? Lord, I surrender all.
Samson visited a prostitute in Hebron. Breaking the seventh commandments
is bad enough, i.e., “You shall not commit adultery,” but Samson visited a
Philistine town to fulfill his lust. The town’s people found out Samson was in
Hebron and plotted to kill him. Now look at Samson, the alleged man of God.
He breaks God’s law openly, he compromised God’s testimony among the
heathen, and he opened himself to danger. How can God’s servant be so
reckless? Have you ever followed Samson’s example? Have you ever broken
God’s law and embarrassed the Lord in front of unsaved people? Has your sin
ever threatened your physical life?
Samson escaped the assassination team by using his strength to break down
the gate to the city. He escaped carrying off the gate. Shouldn’t this brush with
death have warned Samson? How many times will God have to deliver you

before you learn your lesson about compromise? Lord, teach me to be careful in
all things.
Samson is best known for the temptation by Delilah. It was a set up. The
rulers of five different Philistine cities promised Delilah money if she would
deliver Samson into their hands. The fact they paid a woman of Delilah’s
reputation tells us Samson did not have a testimony among his enemies. As a
matter of fact, they knew his weakness. Who knows your weakness? Surely
Satan knows your vulnerable spots. You should want to be so strong in the Lord
that you have no inconsistencies or weak spots in your walk with Christ. And
above all, you wouldn’t want others to laugh at your sin behind your back. Lord,
help me be strong in every area of my life.
It took three times for Delilah to learn the secret of Samson’s strength. First,
Samson told her that if he were bound with seven green vines, he would be as
weak as any other man. Delilah tied him with green vines while he was asleep.
But he broke them easily when awakened. Second, Samson told her if he were
tied with new rope that was never used, he couldn’t break them. Again Delilah
tied him, but Samson broke them easily. Third, Samson told her if his hair were
woven into a loom, he would be weak. Again Samson broke the weavers loom
when awakened. Finally, because of her tears, Samson told her that his strength
was in his hair. If she would cut his hair, he would be powerless. Lord, may I
never surrender to the enemy.
Samson should have immediately left Delilah when she betrayed him the first
time. Or at least he should have doubted her and not opened up to her the second
and third time. But remember, Samson had a woman problem, and sexual danger
seemed to tantalize him. Why are some Christians like Samson, they want to see
how close to the edge they could walk, rather than fleeing evil (1 Tim. 6:11). Is
that you? What will you have to learn to stay close to the middle of the road?
Lord, keep me close to You.
Each time Samson deceived Delilah about what made him strong, the enemy
rushed in to capture him. Samson told a lie, Delilah topped his deception with
her deception. It was a dangerous game those lovers played. She, for lust of
money, he for lust of the flesh. Finally, she cut his hair and Samson was
powerless when his captors attacked. But his strength was not in his hair, it was
in the Lord. He lied so many times and compromised so often, that when he
finally explained the divine symbol of his strength; it was the last straw. But he
was so blinded with sin, he didn’t know when he crossed the line. When
Samson’s hair was cut, his link to God was cut. What is the final straw in your
life?
God loves symbols, because they outwardly represent His inner work. And
when you violate God’s symbol, you spit in God’s face. What are some of
today’s symbols? Baptism, the Lord’s Table, the Cross, the Lord’s Day, etc.
Lord, I love Your symbols and reverence them.
Samson was spiritually blinded before the Philistines physically blinded him.
“He didn’t know the Spirit of God had left him.” How can God’s presence leave
and you not know it? If you’re walking through a crowd, your partner can

unknowingly walk away from you if you’re looking away . . . not paying
attention . . . or distracted. If you’re looking for someone else, you might lose
the one you’re with. Have you lost God’s presence? Were you looking for
someone else (Samson was looking for women), or have you stopped paying
attention to the Lord? How long has the Lord been gone before you missed
Him? If you met Him daily, it would be a short time, and little damage would
have been done. Keeping His presence in your life requires constant attention.
More attention than a man courting a woman, more attention than baby-sitting a
child. You must give the Lord your undivided attention, 24-7. Lord, I will pay
attention to You.
Today’s Reading: Judges 13-16

Date Read
DAY 95
Trust Begins With A Decision
“ So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, ‘Please let me go to the field,
and glean heads of grain after him in whose sight I may find favor.’ And
she said to her, ‘Go, my daughter’” –Ruth 2:2.
When two widows come back to Bethlehem, they had nothing but the clothes
on their backs. Who would take care of them? Where would they sleep? What
would they eat? Yet God intervened and the younger of the two—Ruth—became
the great grandmother of the greatest king the nations ever had, i.e., King David.
The older of the two widows was used of God to direct Ruth into a successful
life.
Have you ever wondered where your next meal is coming from? Have you
ever been penniless, with only your trust in God? Some people say they trust in
God, but do they? When things don’t work out, they forget about God and try
something else. Who really trusts in God? How do you know you are really
trusting God when you’ve got some money in the bank or in your pocket? Lord,
I trust You now, where I am with what I’ve got.
A father, mother and two sons left Bethlehem because of a famine. There
was little to eat. They went to Moab, even though God had instructed Israel to
separate themselves from other nations. The father left the Promised Land to
find food, but things didn’t work out. He died in Moab. Then the sons married
Moabite girls. Again, God had told Israel not to inter-marry with the surrounding
nations. Both sons died. That left a Jewish mother with two heathen daughtersin-law. Bleak prospects. The mother—Naomi—decided to return to Bethlehem,
so she told both girls to go back to their family. The first girl left Naomi for her
family. But what the second girl did transformed her life. She made a lifealtering decision to put God first in everything.
Ruth told her mother-in-law, “Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back
from following after you; for wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you
lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.
Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. The LORD do so to me, and
more also, if anything but death parts you and me” (Ruth 1:16-17). Ruth wanted
God more than anything else in life. Can you say that? Are you willing to stake
your life and death on God? If you think that much of God, He will take care of
you as He did Ruth. Lord, I stake my life on You.
When Naomi got back to Bethlehem, the people didn’t recognize her. Was it
her clothes? Hard times change us physically. The people said, “Is this Naomi?”
(Ruth 1:19). All Naomi could reply was, “Call me Mara, bitter, for the Almighty
hath dealt very bitterly with me” (Ruth 1:20). Lord, keep me sweet.
Israel had a welfare plan for the poor, called work. The poor and widows
were allowed to glean in the fields after the harvesters. So Ruth went to work.
Her hard work got her ahead. In the sovereignty of God, she just happened to go

to the field of a rich man, Boaz. He saw Ruth, knew about her decision to follow
the Lord, and was impressed. Boaz told his workers to allow Ruth to glean more
than the other widows and to let her drink from their water jar. Boaz told Ruth to
keep working in his field throughout the harvest. When Ruth brought home more
grain than expected, Naomi knew something was in the works.
Two principles are working, learn them and you’ll get ahead. First, Ruth was
willing to work hard and she didn’t ask for exceptions. Are you a hard worker or
a slacker? The second principle was the intervention of God, “She happened to
come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz” (Ruth 2:3). It’s amazing how we
have an easier time getting the blessing of God when we are willing to work for
it. But some people always wait for God to send a check in the mail or they’re
waiting for their ship to come in. What must you do to get the blessing of God?
Lord, I will work for it.
Have you ever noticed how hard work and hard decisions go together? Look
at the opposite of these two. Those who refuse to correctly make hard decisions,
usually don’t work hard either. There’s something about integrity of character
that results in work. Lord, I will work.
How does one get the watch-care of God over them, like God cared for the
needs of Ruth? Not everyone that claims to trust God, receives His watch-care.
That’s because not everyone who says they are trusting God, is in fact, trusting
God. Getting God’s watch-care involves expressing trust in the biblical way.
Those who don’t get God’s watch-care express trust wrongly. Some think trust is
just stopping their striving. While yielding to God involves trust, it takes more.
Biblical trust is more about God than about yourself. It involves a complete
commitment to the object of your trust—God. Effective trust is not measured in
how hard you try to trust, or how much you want God to take care of you. Trust
is about God. Lord, I trust You.
Do you know there is a powerful God who loves you? Are you committed to
accepting anything He gives—including death? Will you seek to glorify God in
all you do? Trust is more than knowing about God, but it does involve your
intellect. Trust is more than loving God, but it does involve your emotions.
Trust is finally committing your life to God, it involves your will. You do not
have the power to live for God until you make a decision to commit all to God.
You cannot trust God halfway, it involves your total person—intellect, emotions
and will—and trust manifest itself in outward physical discipleship. Lord, I will
trust You and follow You.
Ruth made a life-changing decision to trust the God of Naomi. Ruth knew
Naomi didn’t have anything, but still she said to Naomi, “Wherever you go, I’ll
go.” Ruth knew Naomi didn’t have a home, but she said, “Where you live, I’ll
live.” Ruth wanted to die and be buried the same place as Naomi. Why?
Because Naomi’s God was the true God, Ruth said, “Your God will be my God.”
You can’t hold back anything from God, and try to throw your trust on Him.
When you trust God, it involves your money, house, job—everything. If you
want God to take care of you the way He did it for Ruth, you must begin by
making the decisions that Ruth made. Lord, I trust You.

Today’s Reading: Ruth 1-4
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DAY 96
Keep Praying Till You Get Through
“And she (Hannah) was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the LORD
and wept in anguish. Then she made a vow . . . ‘if You will indeed look
on the affliction of Your maidservant and . . . will give Your maidservant
a male child, then I will give him to the LORD all the days of his life’” –
1 Samuel 1:10-11.
Have you ever prayed for something you didn’t get? Maybe it was
something you wanted in the worst way, but the answer didn’t come? Maybe
you need something right now from God, but you don’t know how to get it.
Look at Hannah, now she got what she wanted from God. Study the way God
answered prevailing prayer. Lord, teach me how to get answers to prayer.
First, is your request a deep need? Hannah was “in bitterness of soul” (1
Sam. 1:10). Hannah’s husband had two wives, Hannah and another woman.
Hannah was barren, “The LORD had closed her womb” (1 Sam. 1:5). But look
what the other woman had, “all her sons and daughters” (1 Sam. 1:4). She had at
least two boys and two girls, maybe more. Not only was there jealousy,
barrenness was a stigma on femininity of any wife. So Hannah prayed out of
deep anguish. Have you ever hurt so much that you prayed with all your heart?
Lord, teach me to pray deeply.
Second, have you ever wanted something from God so much that you cried
when you prayed? Hannah, “wept sore.” Why was she weeping? Apparently it
was not over her husband’s bigamy. While the Bible never approves of bigamy,
some of God’s servants (Jacob, Hannah, David) found themselves in this
predicament, and had to live for God the best they could under the circumstances.
Hannah didn’t seem to object to the other wife; it was her own barrenness that
motivated her tears. Lord, motivate me to pray.
Third, Hannah fasted. She went to the presence of God, i.e., the Tabernacle,
and fasted to God for an answer to her prayers. When your answer doesn’t come,
fasting will take your petitions to a higher level. How do we know Hannah
fasted? When she was confident God would answer her petition, she ate (1 Sam.
1:18). You probably wouldn’t fast about everything, but when you’re pounding
on the windows of Heaven, remember the words of Jesus, “this kind does not go
out except by prayer and fasting” (Matt. 17:21). Lord, I will fast.
Fourth, Hannah “vowed a vow,” which is another way of saying she made a
life-changing promise. She wanted a son more than anything else. Notice, she
didn’t ask for many sons and daughters like the other wife. All she wanted was
one son. One son would satisfy her heart’s desire, “Delight yourself also in the
LORD, and he shall give you the desires of your heart” (Ps. 37:4). Lord, give me
one thing.
What did Hannah promise to do with her son? She promised to give the boy
to God! She didn’t pray for selfish pride reasons, nor did she ask for the

companionship a mother wants with her son. No! she didn’t even ask for a son
to keep up with the other wife. Hannah wanted a son for the glory of God.
When God gave her a son, she planned to give him back to God. Maybe God’s
not answering your prayers because your motives are wrong. If you’re willing to
give the answer completely to God, maybe you’ll get your prayers answered.
Lord, I yield to You.
Hannah prayed so intently and she wept so openly that Eli the High Priest
thought she was drunk. Hannah was praying so hard that she didn’t care what
other people thought about her. Is your reputation more important than answers
to your prayers? No wonder you don’t get answers from God. Lord, I don’t care
what others think of me.
How does God answer prayers? Sometimes He supernaturally reverses the
laws of nature. Sometimes He uses circumstances, and at other times He uses the
laws of nature. Notice how God answered Hannah’s prayers. “And Elkanah
knew Hannah, his wife, and the Lord remembered her . . . Hannah conceived” (1
Sam. 1:19, 20). God used both the natural law of procreation and supernatural
intervention. Therefore, it was only natural that Hannah called the name of her
son Samuel, which means, “asked of God.” Every time Hannah called her young
son, she remembered asking God for him. Lord, teach me to remember the times
you’ve answered.
When young Samuel was weaned, Hannah fulfilled her promise to God. She
took Samuel to the Tabernacle and reminded the High Priest, “I am the woman
who stood by you here . . . for this child I prayed” (1 Sam. 1:26, 27). Then
Hannah made the greatest sacrifice of all. “as long as he lives he shall be lent to
the LORD” (1 Sam. 1:28). How could God not answer the prayer of a woman so
totally devoted to God? If your prayers are not being answered, study Hannah to
see one totally dedicated to God. Lord, show me anything that’s blocking me
from being totally devoted to You.
When Hannah brought Samuel to the Tabernacle, he was about the age that
most of our children go to nursery school or First grade. From now on, Samuel
would be under the influences of the Tabernacle. But look at the godly
influences of his mother. She must have trained Samuel to love God and serve
Him, because of the first thing the young child did when He got the Tabernacle.
“They worshipped the LORD there” (1 Sam. 1:28). Lord, I too worship You.
Hannah prayed for a son and God answered with the birth of Samuel. Now
the first thing the young boy does at the Tabernacle is worship God. The young
boy knew that day was the fulfillment of his mother’s prayers. So when you
agonize in prayer and intercede to God with all your might, what are you going to
do when you get prayers answered? The only conclusion to an answered prayer
is worship. So when God answers your prayer—worship. I praise You for
answers.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 1-2

Date Read
DAY 97
Listening to God’s Voice
“Samuel slept in the Tabernacle to keep the lamp of God from going out
because the presence of God dwelt in the Ark of God. The Lord called
Samuel and he answered, ‘Here am I.’ Then Samuel ran to Eli because
the boy through the old priest had called him”—1 Samuel 3:3, 4
Author’s Translation.
Has God ever called you, but you didn’t recognize His voice? Do you think
there could have been times when God was calling you, but you missed Him?
Young Samuel was assigned to keep the light in the Tabernacle from going out
and was faithfully doing that task when God called him. At first Samuel thought
Eli the High Priest had called him. The young boy ran twice to Eli, but each time
the old priest told him to go back to sleep. The Bible gives this comment, “Now
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, nor was the word of the LORD yet revealed
to him” (1 Sam. 3:7). Lord, forgive me when I missed Your call.
After God called three times, the old priest told young Samuel to respond,
“Speak Lord, for Your servant hears” (1 Sam. 3:9). When Samuel responded to
God, the young boy got his first assignment from God. When God speaks to you,
He has words of comfort if you’re hurting, or words of encouragement to serve
Him, or words of rebuke if there is sin in your life. God may call you for a new
assignment. Lord, I want You to speak to me.
Samuel was close to the presence of God. He was sleeping in the Tabernacle
near the Ark of the Lord. If you are close to God’s presence, you may hear Him
call you. Then, Samuel was faithful to the task given him. He was keeping the
lamp in the Tabernacle lit. He probably had to make sure there was enough oil
and the wick was trimmed. Because Samuel was faithful in little jobs, God
called him to a bigger task. Do you want to do something big for God? Be
faithful in small tasks like Samuel, it’s then you’ll hear the voice of God calling
you. God, give me a little job.
Samuel had ears to hear God’s voice. You must have spiritually trained ears
to hear God. Too many people have their ears plugged up with the wax of sin.
Or, they’re listening to other voices. Or, they’re not paying attention to any
voice because they are self-centered. Do you have spiritual ears to hear God? If
He spoke, would you recognize His voice? Lord, I’m listening.
Samuel responded immediately when God called. As soon as Samuel heard
the voice, he replied, “Here am I.” He answered three times with the same
response. What would you have done? Would you have responded three times?
God speaks to those who are responsive. Maybe God hasn’t spoken to you
because you’ve never responded in the past. Why should He call those who are
too busy to listen to Him? Lord, I’m not listening for anything else but You.
When God called the first time, why did Samuel not recognize the Lord’s
voice? Are you like Samuel, sometimes the Lord calls you, but you don’t

recognize His voice? Maybe Samuel thought he was too unworthy for God to
call him? Is that your problem? Maybe Samuel thought he was too young.
Have you let your ego hinder you from hearing God’s call? Maybe Samuel
didn’t recognize God’s call because he was still sleepy, after all God called him
in the middle of the night. Have you let circumstances or your physical condition
hinder your hearing God’s call? Lord, I will listen carefully for Your call today.
Do You have something for me to do?
It’s obvious Samuel didn’t respond to God because he didn’t recognize
God’s voice. “Samuel did not yet know the Lord” (1 Sam. 3:7). Here was a
young boy who served God faithfully. He was obedient and he was constantly
around spiritual things. Yet he didn’t recognize God’s voice. Maybe you’re like
Samuel. You’ve attended church and you’ve even joined the church, but if God
spoke; you’d not recognize His voice. Lord, help me recognize Your voice.
Notice, God didn’t call in the morning, afternoon, or at high noon. God
called Samuel in the night. Why does God often speak to us in the night, and
why are we on our bed when He calls? Perhaps because there are no other
distracting voices in the night. Or maybe it’s because we have nothing else to do.
We’re not running around doing busy things. So in the night, we can focus on
one thing, we can focus on God’s voice and God’s message. What goes through
your mind at night?
There’s another thing about the night. Darkness scares us, or at least at night
we are never as sure of ourselves as we are in the day light. It’s hard to find our
way in the dark and in the night we need more help. So God called Samuel at
night to get all of the young boy’s attention. What does it take for God to get
your attention? One other thing about darkness. When your eyes can’t see, your
ears become more sensitive to the sounds around you. When young Samuel was
awakened in the night, he was sensitive to one thing—God’s voice. Are you
ready to focus on God’s call? Lord, I’m ready to listen.
There’s another lesson in this story—persistence. God called Samuel three
times, and three times young Samuel ran to the older priest. Samuel didn’t turn
over in his bed and go back to sleep. Samuel was conscientious and persistent.
Is God calling you? Is His call persistent? Perhaps you need to do something
about God’s call before He quits speaking. Three times young Samuel
responded, “Here am I.” That’s a good beginning for you to respond to God.
But willingness is not enough. If you are willing to hear God’s voice, that’s a
good start, but that’s not enough.
Old Eli taught young Samuel the next step. The priest told the young boy to
respond, “Speak, Lord for your servant is listening.” Yes, God calls, but you
must respond correctly and seek to find out what He wants you to do. Speak to
me Lord, I want to do what You tell me!
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 3

Date Read
DAY 98
Losing the Presence of God
“Then she named the child Ichabod, saying, "The glory has departed
from Israel!" because the ark of God had been captured” –1 Samuel
4:21.
How do you feel when the presence of God leaves you? Have you ever
enjoyed fellowship with God, then felt empty when He was gone? Do you know
anyone who used to be a regular worshipper of God, but now they are far from
Him? Israel had experienced the power of God’s deliverance through the Judges
like Deborrah, Gideon and Jephthah, but the nation lost God’s presence under the
weak leadership of Eli.
How do you lose God’s presence? Obviously by outward obstinate sins of
rebellion, filthiness, heresy, or following other gods. At other times you lose
God’s presence by inward subtle sins such as pride, greed, or lust. But what
about carelessness. Can you lose God’s presence when you do nothing? Eli was
indifferent to spirituality, he couldn’t tell if Hannah was drunk or praying
intently. Eli did nothing when his sons committed adultery and he looked the
other way when they stole from the offerings sacrificed to God. His indifference
to God’s standards made him lukewarm. Lord, forgive every time I’ve been
indifferent in the past.
Then Israel faced an invasion by the fierce Philistines, who were robbers,
rapists and murderers. The Jewish farmer-militia went out to fight, but was
afraid when they saw the number of Philistine soldiers and the size of their men.
They remembered the Ark of the Covenant won the battle at Jericho. They
thought the Ark was the key to victory. But they were blind to spiritual warfare.
It was not a thing that gave them victory. The battle was not won by the Ark of
the Lord, but the battle was won by the Lord of the Ark. God Who dwelt
between the cherubim, gave them victory. Eli allowed his sons to take the Ark
into battle, treating it like a lucky charm. But God can’t be treated like a thing
and He is jealous when we put our faith in religious instruments, programs or
even our religious practices. God wants us to put our faith in Him, He wants our
fellowship. Lord, I will trust You.
Israel was defeated even though they took the Ark into battle. Thousands
were killed. When the messenger arrived to tell the Ark had been captured by the
enemy, Eli fainted. The impossible had happened, God was captured by the
enemy. Eli, who was fat and elderly, struck the ground with such force that his
neck broke. He died. His daily sterile worship of God led to the nations’ empty
strength in warfare. God is not pleased with your half-hearted worship, or
compromising ministry. Lord, forgive me when I’ve offered empty worship.
The wife of one of Eli’s son was in birth labor when the terrible news
arrived. Her husband had been killed in battle and the Ark was captured by the
enemy. She gave birth to a son, calling him Icahbod, meaning, “The glory hath

departed.” The great power of Israel was in the God they served. But when
Israel compromised their obedience to Him, and worshipped Him wrongly, God
allowed a vicious enemy to overpower them. The nation’s spiritual weakness
was reflected in its physical weakness. The same thing can happen in your
personal walk with God; when you weaken your inner faith, eventually your
outer strength unravels. Lord, I want to grow strong inwardly.
Notice, Israel still observed the outward practices that God demanded. They
came to the Tabernacle, they sacrificed, they even carried the Ark into battle, just
as today some attend church, carry their Bible, give offerings, and claim
outwardly to be Christians. But inwardly they don’t walk with God or worship
Him. A house built on sand will collapse when the storms beat upon it. If the
Philistines are ready to attack you, make sure God is in your midst, and that you
are worshipping Him rightly. Lord, I will prepare for the storms.
Israel lost her outward religious practice, because it was empty. The
Tabernacle is not mentioned again until David’s time, the public celebration of
the sacrifices went underground. During this time, there was no central religious
authority in the nation. Because in the past, all Israel gathered on a regular basis
to worship the Lord, when the Ark was gone—including His Shekinah
presence—nothing held the nation together. When believers lose the presence of
God, they lose the glue that holds their life together. Lord, be my glue.
The birth of a newborn baby should have been a time of joy . . . hope . . .
ideals. But the mother understood what the future would be like when the Ark of
God was gone. Ichabod! The thought is repulsive, even the word sounds
sinister—Ichabod—God is gone. So she didn’t give her baby a cute name like
Americans or a biblical name like families in the Bible. She named the baby
Ichabod. The baby, like the nation, had little hope. God was gone; the glory was
departed. Lord, I will hang on to Your glory.
If you’ve ever felt the presence of God slipping from your life, you know
despair. You’ve begun to experience spiritual coolness. When your spiritual
temperature begins to drop, you’ve got a choice to make. You can choose to
rekindle your flame of devotion to God, or you can choose to continue doing the
things that have enticed you from God’s presence. What’ll it be? Life is choice.
You will become tomorrow what you choose today. Will you be spiritual or will
you be Ichabod? Lord, I choose life.
Ichabod’s mother didn’t have a choice. God was gone, the defending army
was destroyed. She was captured by the enemy of God, and living in an
occupied territory, a POW. Her situation determined her choice. So she chose to
call her son, Ichabod. She resigned herself to the inevitable. Lord, I will not
resign.
But you have a choice. You can worship God and follow Him with all your
heart. “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all
your heart” (Jer. 29:13). Lord, I choose You.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 4

Date Read
DAY 99
God In The Wrong Place
“When the Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it into the house
of Dagon and set it by Dagon. And when they arose early the next
morning, there was Dagon, fallen on its face to the ground before the ark
of the LORD. The head of Dagon and both the palms of its hands were
broken off on the threshold; only Dagon’s torso was left of it” –1 Samuel
5:2, 4.
Have you ever tried to take God where He shouldn’t go? Obviously, we’re
talking about your going where you should not go, taking God’s presence to an
evil place. We’re not talking about taking God Himself into some place, because
God is everywhere present at the same time. God is in Hell, He is present
everywhere; including places where sin is committed. God is present even in
heathen temples. But it’s different when you carry His presence there, than His
omnipresence being there. What happens when you carry God’s presence to a
place to sin? Because Christ lives in your heart, you take God into an evil place.
What happens when you go there continually? Does God leave you? God, I will
not carry You anyplace where I can’t magnify You.
The Philistines defeated Israel and occupied the promised land. They
captured the Tabernacle and enslaved God’s people. But their worst blasphemy
was taking the Ark of God into the heathen temple of Dagon, their god. Their
egotistical purpose gave them “bragging rights.” They wanted to show their God
was greater than Israel’s God. When you visit a place of sin, for the purpose of
sin, do you realize Satan brags that he has captured you? Lord, I won’t go there.
Since God’s people were powerless to stand before their enemies—they were
spiritually anemic—God had to act independently of them. When the Philistines
placed the Ark of God in their temple, they didn’t realize they were putting God
Himself next to Dagon. But God will not share His glory, and no idol can stand
in God’s presence. The next morning, Dagon was on his face before God.
What’s going to happen when you take God into an unholy place?
The Philistines probably thought an earthquake tipped over Dagon. Maybe
they thought someone sneaked into the temple to play a prank. So they re-set
Dagon in its place. The next morning, Dagon was again on his face before the
Lord, but this time his head and hands were broken off. The heathen priests were
so frightened they wouldn’t approach where the broken head and hands were
found. Then a plague of painful hemorrhoids spread across the Philistines nation,
and they recognized it was the judgment of the Lord. When God punishes
because of sin, can you recognize it? Can the unsaved recognize it? Lord, I
know when You’ve punished me.
There is a lesson of separation here. God wants His people separate from
evil things, and separate from false religions. “Do not be unequally yoked
together with unbelievers . . .what agreement has the temple of God with idols?

For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: ‘I will dwell in them
and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people’” (2 Cor.
6:14, 16). Lord, I will take You everywhere.
But there is also a lesson of worship here. When the Ark was placed in the
heathen temple, the demonic spirits of the idols recognized they were in the
presence of the living God. And idols can’t compare with the Almighty God, nor
can the demons that empower them stand in God’s presence. They are forced to
bow in recognition of God’s sovereignty. The next morning, the stone idols that
represents satanic power, was prostrate before the presence of God. If idols bow
in His presence, how can you do otherwise? Lord, I bow to You this day.
When you read the whole story, you see the patience of God, along with His
permission. He allows His people to grow cold and stray. He allows His leaders
to sin. God never tells them to sin, nor does intervene when they stray. Because
God wants us to love Him freely and to love Him devotedly, He has allowed us a
choice. God has allowed us to love sin freely and to serve sin devotedly. He
doesn’t stand idly by while we head for Hell. God sends roadblocks to hinder us,
and preachers to remind us, and the Holy Spirit to convict us. But if we
belligerently chose not to serve Him, God will allow us to be captured by the
Philistines. By the way; has the enemy occupied your territory? Are you
enslaved? Are you in Dagon’s Temple?
The only thing you can do when you live in the enemy’s territory is worship.
If Dagon ended up on his face before God, isn’t that where you should be?
Notice the irony of today’s Scripture, Israel should have been worshipping God,
but the nation couldn’t do it because she was weakened by compromise. The
only worship the Lord received was from a heathen god. Lord, I fall on my face
now before You.
Look into the Temple to see a heathen god before the presence of the true
Lord. Don’t be amazed, because this is what will happen in the future judgment.
Look into the future to see everyone bow before the Lord in worship, saved and
unsaved. “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven,
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10, 11).
Since everyone will bow in the future, Lord, I worship You now.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 5

Date Read
DAY 100
Revival and Victory
“So they gathered together at Mizpah, drew water, and poured it out
before the LORD. And they fasted that day, and said there, ‘We have
sinned against the LORD.’ And Samuel judged the children of Israel at
Mizpah” –1 Samuel 7:6.

Have you ever faced a problem, then began seeking the Lord to help you
with your problem? But the problem got worse, and your enemy got stronger.
The more you prayed, the more the enemy prevailed. Have you ever come to the
conclusion that prayer was hurting you; rather than delivering you from your
problem? Lord, forgive my doubts.
Israel was enslaved to the Philistines. Annually they paid oppressive taxes to
their “war-motivated” neighbors. Then Samuel was thrust into the office of High
Priest. He challenged Israel to repent of her sin and return to God. “If you return
to the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods . . . and prepare
your hearts for the LORD, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the
hand of the Philistines” (1 Sam. 7:3). Lord, I repent.
The nation of Israel was tired of their sin, and tired of slavery. The nation
listened to Samuel. They destroyed their idols. Why do people abandon their
sin? Because sin is a “hard task master.” Slaves end up miserable . . . unhappy .
. . wretched . . . addicted. Israel wanted freedom from Philistine taxes, and
freedom from sin. The nation gathered at Mizpah to worship the Lord. They
fasted to know God, whereas they had been going without food because the
Philistines stole the best, taking all they could find. Now Israel fasted and wept
before God in repentance. When’s the last time you cried over sin? If you
haven’t wept over sin, it doesn’t mean you’re sinless. It means you’re hard
hearted. The closer you get to God’s heart, the more insidious sin you see in
your heart. Lord, I am sorry for my sin.
The Philistines heard that Israel gathered at Mizpah to worship. They
immediately prepared to attack. Satan fears when he sees a saint on his knees.
Israel probably thought their circumstances would get better if they prayed, but
things got worse. Was Israel confident? No! When Israel saw the enemy troop
advance, “they were afraid of the Philistines” (1 Sam. 7:7). It’s possible to be
enjoying God’s presence, then to be distracted by the enemy. How did that
happen? Israel was still looking at their problem, and not at God. So when you
close your eyes to pray for an answer, don’t peek to see if the problem is
beginning to go away. That’s unbelief. Keep looking at God, that’s faith. Lord,
I continually look to You.
Israel went out to fight the Philistines, but implored Samuel, “Do not cease to
cry out to the LORD . . . that He may save us” (1 Sam. 7:8). Samuel offered a
blood sacrifice for sins, that’s symbolic of confessing all sin and rooting evil out

of the heart. Then God gave Israel a victory in two ways. First, hailstones
plummeted the Philistines. This was not just rain. The Philistines worshipped
Baal and Molek, so they interpreted the hailstones as the Divine’s displeasure.
Then Israel fought with new determination. Wouldn’t you fight better if you
knew an intercessor as effective as Samuel was begging God for victory? The
Philistines ran away with Israel chasing them . . . being killed as they retreated . .
. all the way home. When you deal with sin in your life, slay it completely out of
your life. “The Philistines . . . did not come anymore . . . all the days of Samuel”
(1 Sam. 7:13). If you want “revival-victory,” you must fast, search out iniquity,
and remember Samuel offered a blood sacrifice. So you must put your sin under
the blood, “the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (I John
1:7). Lord, cleanse me by the blood.
But once you sacrifice dearly to get victory, be just as vigilant to keep
victory. Samuel set up a memorial stone called Ebenezer, which means, “Thus
far, the LORD has helped us” (1 Sam. 7:12). Thus far means “up to now.”
Remember God has helped you in the past, but don’t rest on past victories. You
have to trust Him this very minute for present victories for this very day. When
you want to live in the past, look to the Ebenezer Memorial stone. It’ll remind
you to trust God for today’s victory, and for tomorrow’s blessing.
Victory feels good. Israel had her cities restored (v. 14) and the Philistines
retreated. They didn’t return during the life of Samuel. That doesn’t mean they
never returned. Your victory today feels awesome. You think you’ll never again
be bothered with “that temptation.” It might not come back for a while, but it’ll
return eventually. As long as you live in your physical body, you’ll struggle with
sin. When you get victory over one area of temptation, there’ll be another one.
The cost of constant spiritual victory is continual vigilance. Lord, I will keep
guard.
The next time you’re attacked, look to your Ebenezer Memorial stone.
Remember, the God who gave you victory in the past, is the same God who can
come to your rescue today. Lord, I call on You now.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 7

Date Read
DAY 101
Asking For The Wrong Thing
“Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they
said, ‘No, but we will have a king over us, that we also may be like all the
nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight
our battles’” –Samuel 8:19, 20.
Have you ever prayed for something that God didn’t want you to have?
What should you do when God says “No!” Israel kept asking for a king, even
when God said “no.” Did you persist because you thought you knew more than
God? Did you persist because your answer was selfish, or your answer satisfied
fleshly desires? Some people keep asking when God says “no,” because they are
blind to God’s plan. Some people are too far from God to hear His voice
speaking to them. Lord, teach me when it’s wrong to pray.
When Samuel got old (v. 5), the people began looking for another leader.
They realized Samuel’s sons were not spiritually qualified. Samuel’s boys took
bribes and didn’t follow Samuel’s example. So what did the people ask, “Now
make us a king to judge us like all the nations” (1 Sam. 8:5). Lord, I don’t want
to be blinded to Your will.
Israel had two problems. First they got their eyes off God. They were not
looking to Him for protection and guidance. What is it about “time” that makes
us forget the nearness of God? Why do we take Him for granted? Have we
forgotten there is an enemy—a roaring lion—who walks about us to eat us up.
Lord, keep me reminded about the enemy.
Israel’s second problem was looking at their neighbors. Israel had the “green
grass” syndrome. They wanted what the heathen had. The heathen had a mighty
king to lead them into battle. Israel had a God to lead them that people couldn’t
see. Notice what Israel said, “That our king . . . may fight our battles for us.”
There’s the fly in the ointment. They wanted someone to do it all for them.
They wanted a king to fight for them, so they wouldn’t have to fight. Do you
realize that when you want the government to do something for you, that you are
the government? That when you want the church to do something for you, that
you are the church? God fought battles through His people, and strengthened
His cause through people, but Israel wanted a king to do it for them. Lord, I will
work for You.
There was another problem. The people wanted a king to judge them. Had
God not done this through His laws and commandments? Were the people
rejecting God’s Word? The king in other nations had elaborate courts for
judgment. Was Israel looking at a heathen “Supreme Court Building” with its
majestic image and awesome power? Had Israel forgotten God was the source of
all law and that the law is an extension of the nature of God? Lord, I will
remember Your laws.
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Maybe Israel liked the king’s smile or his crown or his regal robe and train.
Whatever it was, they liked the idea of a human king, and rejected God. The
Lord knew this, but He wanted to make sure they understood. God said plainly,
to Samuel, “They have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me” (1 Sam. 8:7).
When you continue to beg God to do something against His will, be careful;
you’re rejecting God. What happens when you ask God to break his natural
laws, i.e., “I want to fly,” or “I want to smoke but not get cancer”? To reject
God’s law is to reject God. When you know God commands to tithe, but you
don’t do it, you’re rejecting God. Lord, I will keep Your law.
God tried to warn the people. God reminded them their king would draft
their sons into the army (v. 11), a king would tax them for his pleasures, a king
would confiscate their property (v. 14) and a king would make them his servant.
Isn’t it ironic that God took them out of servitude to the Philistines—but they
didn’t want God’s rulership—they chose to be a servant to the king of their own
nation. Everyone is a slave to someone or something, whose slave are you? In
their ignorance, Israel was choosing to be in bondage to their own king. Lord, I
want to be Your slave.
What does it mean to have a king? He’s more powerful than a president or
prime minister that can be voted out of office. Once you get him, you can’t get
rid of him. Like a sinful addictive habit, a king will take your money and
strength, and make you work to get more for him. Like an addiction, a king is
never satisfied.
If you had been there, would you have chosen an earthly king or the Lord?
David the righteous king recognized who was the real King. He cried out, “My
King and my God” (Ps. 5:2). When you choose God, His “yoke is easy and his
burden is light” (Matt. 11:30). When God asks for your tithe, He promises to
“open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that
there will not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). When you give your
time or talent to God, notice His return, “Give and it will be given to you” (Luke
6:38). Lord, I choose to be ruled by You.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 8
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Date Read
DAY 102
Waiting For God To Show Up
“‘When I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that you did
not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered
together at Michmash’, then I said, ‘The Philistines will now come down
on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the LORD.
Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering’” –1 Samuel
13:11-12.
Have you ever done the right thing for the wrong reason? Maybe you
attended church for a business deal. Maybe you prayed for someone to get saved
to satisfy your selfish desire. Maybe you served the Lord for pride. That was
Saul’s problem, during a good thing in the wrong way. He was not supposed to
sacrifice, he wasn’t a Levite. Only the priests were to offer the blood sacrifice to
cover sin. But Saul was in trouble, and his army was in trouble, so he sought the
Lord’s blessing. He sacrificed, but he did a good thing the wrong way. Lord,
keep me from presumptuous sins.
Samuel was supposed to meet Saul in Gilgal where the old priest would offer
sacrifices before King Saul went into battle against the Philistines. The Bible
describes Saul’s soldiers were “trembling” (1 Sam. 13:7). Can you imagine
waiting seven days, all the while not knowing if the Philistines would attack at
any moment? To Saul’s credit, he didn’t want to fight if he were not spiritually
ready.
Modern people in the 21st century are time focused. We understand keeping
schedules. We hate to wait. Saul was no different. He was in a hurry to get
God’s canopy over his “project.” Have you ever been in such a hurry to get
God’s blessing that you couldn’t wait on God the Blesser. Sometimes we put a
program before prayer and put an organization before agonizing in prayer.
Samuel was late, Saul was anxious; but the issue is not time—it’s God. Lord,
teach me patience.
We talk ourselves into doing the will of God in the wrong way. Saul told
Samuel all the reasons why he had to sacrifice. Finally the rebellious Saul said,
“I felt compelled” (1 Sam. 13:12). He had convinced himself that wrong was
right. Isn’t that what I do and you do; we give our reasons, but we make our
choices apart from God. Saul wasn’t close enough to God to hear Him speak.
Think of all the things you have to do today. You’ve already got them planned.
Your agenda is set. Now you come into His Daily Presence. As you pray, don’t
force your schedule on God. Be quiet before Him. Listen! Let God tell you
what He wants to do today. Lord, I wait on You.
Saul’s life could have been transformed if he had waited. “Wait on the
LORD” (Ps. 27:14). Instead of fretting about Samuel being late, and worrying
about the Philistine army that was much larger than his, Saul should have been
concerned with God. If Saul were rightly related to God, everything else would
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have fallen into place. Think about the times you ran ahead of God and did
things in the flesh. Have you, like Samuel, gotten yourself in a mess because you
didn’t wait on God? Yes, Lord, I’ve run ahead of You. Forgive me.
Notice God’s timing—“As soon” (1 Sam. 13:10). As soon as Saul disobeyed
God, Samuel showed up. Isn’t that the way it usually happens? Saul couldn’t
wait, he just couldn’t obey God. Within minutes of Saul’s disobedience, Samuel
shows up. God was not testing Saul’s patience, God was testing Saul’s
obedience. “As soon” as Saul disobeyed, Samuel walks in to ask “What have
you done?” Watch for God’s timing in your life. You may not have a patience
problem, you may have an obedience problem. Lord, teach me obedience.
“What have you done?” Samuel asked. Isn’t that God’s usual way of
confronting us? God doesn’t ask questions to find out what we’ve done wrong.
He knows what we’ve done. God asks a question to get us to think about our
actions. God asked Saul a question to get him to think about what he had just
done. What have you done today?
This story is about complete disobedience, not partial obedience, nor delayed
obedience. God wants to walk with you, and listen to you, and God wants you to
wait on Him. It’s not our service He’s looking for, it’s our fellowship. God tells
us to meet Him each day, He’ll be there. Don’t worry about the things we do for
Him, be concerned with Him. Lord, I’ll obey; I’ll meet You each day.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 13:1-13
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Date Read
DAY 103
Listening To The Wrong Voice
“So Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams” –1 Samuel 15:22.
When the flesh whispers, do you listen? When the old nature raises up its
head, do you enjoy its company? We all have fleshly desires, but as Christians
we are not supposed to give into its temptation. Paul reminds us that we should
have “crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Gal. 5:24). But we give
into the constant invitations to satisfy the flesh. I’m not talking about the
physical appetites of food, air, sleep, and the necessities that our body needs. No.
The Bible uses the word flesh to mean our old nature, to please our self contrary
to the Word of God, i.e., sex outside of marriage, addictive alcohol, and drugs
that will enslave the body, etc.
The problem was the Amalekites and their King Agag. God told Saul to
completely destroy the Amalekites (1 Sam. 15:3). From the beginning, these
desert tribes of nomads were a thorn in the side of God’s people. They tried to
steal the well at Horeb (Exod. 17) and they attacked weak Israel when the nation
first came out of Egypt (1 Sam. 15:2). Besides that, their filthy sexual practices
were a threat to pollute God’s people. The Amalekites were to be eliminated
once and for all. God’s command to Saul, “Utterly destroy all that they have, and
do not spare them” (1 Sam. 15:3). Lord, how can I utterly deny the flesh when I
like it so much?
Amalek, the grandson of Essau (Gen. 34:12) is described in Galatians as the
one “born according to the flesh” (Gal. 4:29). Throughout the Bible, the
Amalekites are described as a picture of our flesh that tempts us to satisfy its
illicit desires. Does the flesh tempt you to sin? How do you deal with your
fleshly distractions? Lord, give me strength to say no.
Just as God told Saul to get rid of Amalek and all their possessions, so God
tells you to get rid of the fleshly appetites that keep you from doing His will.
Paul tells us the basis of victory, “Our old sinful selves were crucified with
Christ, so that sin might lose its power in our lives” (Rom. 6:6, NLB). Since God
put your old flesh to death positionally, why don’t you put it to death actually?
Why don’t you deny the flesh any control over your life? What have you done
this week to “crucify” its desires? Lord, it’s so hard to say “no” to the flesh.
Saul went to battle with Amalek and defeated them. That’s good. But Saul
only defeated Amalek, he did not eliminate him. But God knew about Saul’s
incomplete obedience. God told his prophet Samuel that Saul had only partially
obeyed, so God sent Samuel to confront King Saul. The way that Saul responded
to the prophet Samuel is just the way you and I respond to God when He
confronts us about the flesh.
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When Saul saw Samuel coming, the King blurts out, “I have performed the
commandments of the Lord.” It sounds like us singing, “I surrender all,” when
we actually keep the flesh hidden from God. Notice why Samuel said, “What
then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears” (1 Sam. 15:14). God says to you,
“If you’ve crucified the flesh, why do you still feed this sin-animal that you’re
trying to hide from me.” You keep your sin hidden from family and the church.
Yet you sneak off to the pen where it’s hidden to play with it. No one knows
you’re addicted to this fleshly habit, but you’re feeding that fleshly animal. Lord,
I’ve got a problem.
Samuel doesn’t accept Saul’s excuses. The old prophet says, “Why then did
you not obey the voice of the LORD?” (1 Sam. 15:19). You should answer the
same question today, “Why have you not put your fleshly habit to death?”
Notice Saul’s answer. “The people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best
of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD
your God in Gilgal” (1 Sam. 15:21). King Saul blamed others. Who do you
blame for your sin? Do you blame a friend, a family member, or do you blame
complete strangers because you are constantly tempted? Saul tried to tell Samuel
the people couldn’t keep their hands off the possessions . . . money . . . clothes . .
. animals. Do you blame something for tempting you to sin, when in fact; the
blame rests with you? You haven’t crucified that temptation. You have a little
fleshly animal hidden in the pen of your heart. You don’t crucify that desire
because you like it too much. When you are tempted, it makes you feel good.
Lord, I confess my addiction to sin.
The “fleshly-stuff” of the Amelekites were to be offered to God as a burnt
sacrifice. But it wasn’t stuff that God wanted. No! “Has the LORD as great
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices?” (1 Sam. 15:22). No! God wants
obedience. God wants you to choose His way and to obey His command. The
issue is not the fleshly sheep you have hidden in your heart. The issue is God.
He wants you heart. Will you obey Him? Lord, come into my heart, like in my
life; take complete control.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 15
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Date Read
DAY 104
God Doesn’t Need You Anymore
“Now the LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you mourn for Saul,
seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with
oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have
provided Myself a king among his sons’” –1 Samuel 16:1.
Have you ever felt like the Lord had abandoned you? You prayed, but
Heaven was shut up? You read the Scriptures, but God didn’t speak to you. If
you’ve felt that way, search your heart for rebellion against God. Saul did two
things, i.e., first, he refused to do what God commanded; and second, he did the
opposite. What did God say? “Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Sam. 15:23). Lord, don’t leave me.
It’s one thing to feel the door of Heaven being shut, but it’s even worse when
God rejects you. The Bible is filled with illustrations of Saul rejecting the will of
God. Finally God said, “I have rejected him.” How long has it been since
you’ve intentionally done the will of God? Now a harder question, what are you
purposefully doing that’s contrary to God’s will? If God rejected Saul from
ruling over His people, will He reject you? Lord, forgive me for neglecting You.
Notice what’s missing from today’s text. God turned His back on Saul, but
the stubborn king didn’t notice. He’s was not aware of what God had done. His
heart has been hardened, and there were no tears . . . no concern . . . Saul didn’t
care. So what about you? If you’re concerned about your spiritual condition,
then probably God hasn’t cut you off. If you’re scared of losing God, or you’re
searching desperately for answers to prayer, it’s not too late. God promises,
“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your
heart” (Jer. 29:13). Lord, I want more of You.
When God has a job to be done, he uses those who are closest to Him. He
looks around to see who is available. (Are you close to Him?). God looks
among His servants for someone who is spiritually ready. (Are you available to
obey Him?). God looks around to use those who are eager to serve Him. (Are
you constantly searching for ways to serve God?). In a warfare analogy, God is
fighting a battle, the enemy is attacking. He needs someone to counter-attack.
He’ll use the soldiers standing around Him? If you’re there and ready and able to
defend God’s honor, He’ll use you. God uses those closest to Him. Will God go
looking for a reluctant soldier? No! Does God have to come searching for you?
If God has to come searching for you, He’ll send someone else into battle. God
is looking for rebellious believers to restore to fellowship, and if a soldier is too
rebellious, God has to punish him. What will God see in your heart when He
finds you? Are you spiritually ready for service? Lord, I’m ready.
When God has a job for you to do, if you’re not ready, He’ll get someone
else to do the job. When you tell God “no!”, or when you’re too busy with your
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own schedule; God will use someone else. God had chosen King Saul to rule
Israel. But Saul forgot he was to rule for God. First, in front of his army, Saul
violated the sacred priesthood and in self-will, Saul tried to sacrifice for God.
Later God told Saul to completely destroy the Amalekites. In a second act of
disobedience in front of his army, Saul allowed some Amalekites to live. So God
had to finally say, “I have rejected Saul.” Why? Because the rebellious king had
publicly rejected God. Have you told God “no” quietly? Have you embarrassed
God publicly? If so, quickly seek His forgiveness. Ask for restoration. Quickly
get rid of all known sin. Immediately begin following God. Lord, I do it now.
God was not left empty handed. God had another to take Saul’s place. It
was David, “A man after God’s own heart.” So when you won’t do God’s work,
He has another to do it. God told old Samuel to go to Bethlehem because, “I
have provided me a king in Bethlehem.” If you won’t serve the Lord, He has
another who will do it. Lord, I will serve You.
Sometimes you think you can serve God better than anyone else. Perhaps
you think God needs you, or that God can’t get along without you. That attitude
will lead you to a downfall, just the way Saul fell. Saul thought he could get
away with anything because God has chosen him; therefore, God needed him.
Nothing was further from the truth. God didn’t need Saul. God had a boy
tending sheep in Bethlehem that would be king. As a matter of fact, David was
the best human king ever. Does God need you? No! Does God want to use
you? Yes! Will God get someone else if you don’t serve Him? Yes! God, I will
do Your work.
Just as God was preparing David to take Saul’s place, so today God prepares
another to take the place of those who reject Him and embarrass Him. So ask
yourself some questions. Am I being used of God today? Is God pleased with
my service? Does God have to prepare another to take my place because I’ve
failed Him? Here am I, Lord, use me.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1, 2
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Date Read
DAY 105
Looking At People Through God’s Eyes
“But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at his
physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not
see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart’” –1 Samuel 16:7.
How do you think God picks out people to serve Him? Is God looking for
the best speaker? The most outstanding musician? Does God pick out people by
their talent? Their good looks? Or as Americans, does God choose those with
the highest grade point average? None of the above. God is not looking for
these outward things. God doesn’t even care about your birth order. Jacob was
born second, and David was the last-born. David was so inconspicuous in the
sight of people that he wasn’t even included in the line-up when Samuel was
looking for the next King of Israel.
God is looking for workers. What will God see when He looks at you? You
may not be the boss at your business, or you may live in the smallest, oldest,
cheapest house in the neighborhood. You may not have finished high school. If
your heart is right, God will use you to serve Him, because God looks into the
heart. He doesn’t judge by outward standards as people today. God is looking
for integrity and dedication. He’s looking for those who are eager to serve Him,
those who love Him. You are the only human who knows your heart. What’s in
your heart? Lord, I want to serve You.
David wasn’t at the main house when Samuel arrived to choose a king. No
one called David, he was tending sheep. David was faithfully doing his
assignment when the opportunity of a lifetime came along. After the older
brothers were not chosen, they sent for David. Suppose David had not been at
the sheepfold where he was supposed to be. Suppose David was not doing what
he was supposed to do? Would David have been chosen if he were out “pulling
strings” to get the appointment? What does that tell you about getting a
promotion? If you are faithfully doing your job, you stand a better chance to be
chosen by God for service. Lord, I want to be faithfully doing what I am
supposed to do.
Even your family can be wrong about you. They usually judge outwardly,
they don’t always see your heart. Jesse didn’t think that David was qualified, so
the father didn’t even call David to the main house. Then after Samuel had
rejected all the sons lined up before him, Jesse wanted old Samuel to go through
the line-up of sons again. Has your family overlooked you more than once? Do
you feel isolated in your small world? Are you working on the fringes where no
one sees what you are doing? When you think no one sees or cares, God knows
where you are and He knows what you are doing. Now the question, are you
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faithful enough to get God to lift you to a place influence? Lord, I want to be
more faithful.
You may be like those who work in seemingly insignificant tasks. Many fill
their day with “busy work.” Like teachers who just fill up class time with “busy
work.” Are you busy, but producing little? God doesn’t judge you by the
outward things you produce. God looks at your character. Are you growing in
grace? Are you closer to the Lord today than you were yesterday? Last week?
Last year? When God comes to your isolated ”sheepfold,” like He came to
David’s, He’ll not look at the work of your hands; He’ll look into your heart.
But that doesn’t mean you can be a “slacker” because your have a good
heart. Your job is a reflection of your heart. There was a time before mass
production and emphasis on the “company team,” that each individual was
judged by his/her work. It was called craftsmanship. What you crafted reflected
your inner character. So today, how well do you perform when no one is
looking? Are you a good steward of all the resources given you? Lord, I want to
be good.
David was an outstanding shepherd. Can you see him composing Psalms to
sing to sheep? David used his time wisely. Can you see him practicing his harp?
David became the most outstanding harpist in all Israel. Can you see David’s
compassion—actually washing the wounds of a sheep with oil? Because of that
incident, David could write, “You anoint my head with oil” (Ps. 23:5). Can you
see David practicing his sling? He could probably knock a leaf off of a tree. Do
you see David’s courage? He not only uses his sling and staff to drive off the
lions and bears, David chased after the predator who carried off a small lamb.
David may have been isolated from family and friends, but God saw a faithful
shepherd. Lord, I want to be faithful when You examine me.
If you can tend sheep, you can lead people. Sheep are characterized as dumb
and defenseless, not knowing where they’re going. They have no inclination to
take care of themselves; they must be cared for. And David wasn’t a shepherd to
get a paycheck. What he did reflected his character. He loved his sheep.
Because David, the shepherd, lived with his sheep, he could say of Jehovah, the
Shepherd, “You are with me” (Ps. 23:4). If you’re complaining that you’re lost
in your microscopic world, you probably are. If you realize the Lord is with you,
and if you are faithfully serving him, then God knows where you are and you’ve
qualified for God’s promotion. Lord, I’m here.
God is searching; you’re the one He’s searching for. You can’t fool God like
some fool their bosses. They look busy when the boss comes around. God’s
there all the time to see what you’re doing, but do you know it? God sees you,
but do you know He sees you? Remember, when God was looking at David, He
didn’t look on the outward, He looked on the heart. Lord, look in my heart.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 16:3-13
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Date Read
DAY 106
A Man After God’s Heart
“But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for
Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has commanded him
to be commander over His people, because you have not kept what the
LORD commanded you” –1 Samuel 13:14.
King Saul had proven himself unfit to be king over God’s people. The
prophet Samuel knew “the Lord has sought a man after his own heart” (1 Sam.
13:14, NLT). God wants someone who had a deep desire to be all God wanted
him to be. David fit that requirement because he wanted to be a godly man. The
Lord wants you to be a godly man or woman. Lord, help me be what You want
me to be.
Samuel went to the home of Jesse to find a son that “the Lord has chosen” (1
Sam. 16:9, NLT). He lined up the sons of Jesse in the order of their birth (1 Sam.
16:6-11). Seven sons were paraded before the prophet Samuel, each time the
Lord said, “No!” God doesn’t choose people by their outward appearance, but
by their heart. The Lord said, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I
have rejected him. The LORD doesn't make decisions the way you do! People
judge by outward appearance, but the LORD looks at a person’s thoughts and
intentions” (1 Sam. 16:7, NLT). Then Samuel asked if there were any more
sons? The father told of one out in the field watching sheep. God knows where
you are, even when everyone else overlooks you! Lord, here I am!
God’s purpose for David was to be the king of Israel. It was a purpose David
had probably not thought about, but the boy was developing himself to fit into
any purpose God had for him. That means we should be developing every area
of our life to fit into any purpose God has for us. We should become the best we
can be: spiritually, mentally, socially, and physically.
When the brothers were lining up to be “Mr. Big,” David was faithfully
doing what God was preparing him to do. David was shepherding his father’s
sheep, just as he would one day shepherd his heavenly father’s human sheep.
Faithfulness in small tasks catches God’s notice, and is a qualification for future
promotion. “The Lord doesn’t make decisions the way you do! People judge by
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at a person’s thoughts and intentions” (1
Sam. 16:7, NLT). Lord, help me fulfill Your purpose by being faithful.
For the rest of David’s life he’d be referred to as “the Lord’s anointed.”
Anointing is more than something David got; he became “the anointed.” Notice
what happened, “Samuel took the olive oil he had brought and poured it on
David’s head. And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him from that
day on” (1 Sam. 16:13, NLT). Because David fit God’s qualifications, he
received more than the anointing oil; he became “anointed.” Lord, anoint me
and make me live like an anointed one.
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God loves symbols because these outward signs give a message of His
inward working: baptism, the Lord’s Table, and laying hands on a person chosen
by God. David didn’t become something special to God because he was
anointed. The reverse happened. Because David had been fashioned for this
task, God anointed him. Is God fashioning you for a task? Lord, develop me for
Your task.
Almost immediately David was promoted. A musician was needed to soothe
King Saul’s fits. “One of the servants said to Saul, ‘The son of Jesse is a talented
harp player’” (1 Sam. 16:18, NLT). David was God’s choice to be the future
king, so the young boy was taught how to act in the royal court by being near the
king. Now David would sit next to Saul—not just to soothe—David was there to
learn the habits and requirements of the king’s court. God, prepare me for my
future assignment.
Why did David get this promotion? Because David was one of the best harp
players in Israel. He had faithfully practiced, singing to himself, singing to his
sheep, but most of all; singing to His God. Faithfully learning the small lessons
of life fashions you for God’s purpose. Lord, I will learn.
What happens to Christians who faithfully practice and prepare themselves?
God will be with them just as He was with David. “The Lord was with him” (1
Sam. 16:18, NLT). Even though God may be with some Christians because He is
omnipresent, He is uniquely close to those who are prepared to fulfill His
purpose.
Even though David was chosen and anointed, it didn’t go to his head. He
went back to “helping his father” (1 Sam. 17:15, NLT) and keeping sheep (1
Sam. 17:20, NLT). Even though David had played his harp for the king, he went
back to playing for the sheep. It’s easy for God to think a lot of you, if you don’t
think a lot of yourself. “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall
lift you up” (James 4:10, KJV). Notice, you have to purposefully humble
yourself just as you purposefully exalt the Lord. Your negative action against
your ego makes possible the positive glory of God.
There’s always danger on the faith-journey. David learned courage as a
young shepherd that prepared him for greater dangers later on. As he was
watching the sheep, a predator attacked the herd. David testified, “When a lion
or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, I go after it with a club and take
the lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club
it to death” (1 Sam. 17:34, 35, NLT).
Courage is not learned out of books or from speeches. David learned
courage by looking danger in the eye and defeating it. It’s not always easy to
fulfill God’s purpose for your life, nor is it always safe. You learn bravery in the
act of doing what is right. You become courageous fighting for those who can’t
defend themselves. Lord, give me courage when I face danger so I can learn to
be more courageous.
David was a great king, the greatest in Israel’s history. But he was great long
before he was crowned. David fulfilled God’s purpose for his life in doing
faithfully the small tasks required of him. God knows where you are and He
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knows the quality of the work you do. They will send for you if you have
faithfully prepared yourself for God’s purpose. Lord, help me do small tasks
with excellence.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 13:14-23
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Date Read
DAY 107
God Loves Music
“When an evil spirit troubled Saul . . . David played upon his harp. Saul
was encouraged and his soul was revived. The evil spirit left Saul” –1
Samuel 16:23, Author’s Translation.
Have you ever thought that God loves good music? Sometimes devotional
music helps you meditate on God, and victorious music gives you courage to face
difficulties. Some Christian music teaches you Bible truths and other music
helps you pray. What kind of music do you think David played on his harp to
drive evil spirits away from Saul? It was probably worship music. Worship
music makes the worshipper center on God, that’s the music God loves. Worship
music doesn’t leave any place for an evil spirit in your mind. Lord, I will sing to
You.
Did David write good worship psalms? The answer is “yes” and “no.”
Worship is not something you create, so David didn’t write it. Worship is
something that follows from God into your soul; so, God writes good worship
music. Can you see David huddling his sheep as a storm approaches? Did he
curse the storm, or did he complain? No! When the storms come, whether a
thunderstorm or a political storm, David worshipped. Lord, I join David in
worshipping You.
“Lord, you speak through the rain storms,
You magnify Your power through the rolling thunder,
Your word is mighty like a gathering storm,
You declare Your majesty through lightning flashes”
(Psalm 29:3-4, Author’s Translation)
During those long shepherding days of solitude, did David complain that he
couldn’t play with the other young boys? No! In the lonesome wilderness David
learned the presence of God, fellowshipping with the Lord as he led his sheep to
the brook. Lord, I join David in asking You to “shepherd” me today.

“Lord, You are my shepherd,
I shall not want anything.
You make a place for me to lie down,
In a lush green pasture that feeds me.
You lead me to drink beside still water,
You satisfy my thirst and restore my soul”
(Psalm 23:1-3, Author’s Translation)
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Worship is not about your skill, or your technique; nor is worship about the
beautiful composition of your words. Worship is about God. When you center
on God, He is the theme of your music, then the song is beautiful because it’s
about Him. When you worship God, it’s not about you, or your feelings, or your
problems. Worship lifts you up to God, then nothing else matters. Lord, You are
great.
Are you facing a storm today? If you focus only on the things that threaten
your life, you’ll be filled with fear. Your confidence will be sapped. When you
stressfully approach each new day, your anxiety will sap your strength before
your work begins. You don’t want to do what you have to do. So what is the
answer? Meet God, worship Him and focus on His glory. You’ll muster up
strength you didn’t know you had. Lord, I’m coming to You in worship.
An evil spirit can’t remain in God’s presence. Just a light dispels darkness,
so the presence of a holy God drives evil away. So when David worshipped
God, the Evil One departed. But just music doesn’t drive evil away, it takes a
special kind of music. Not even Christian music is guaranteed to do it. The
Bible says, “Even the demons believe—and tremble” (James 2:19). But worship
music has a different quality than any other music. When you sing worship
songs to God, He comes to receive your worship. Remember, “they are the kind
of worshipers the Father seeks” (John 4:23). So when you worship God through
music, you attract His presence into your day. As David sang to God and played
upon his harp, God visited the scene. No wonder the evil spirit left Saul. God’s
presence joined with David and Saul. God came to receive David’s worship, and
Saul got the benefit. The evil spirit left him. Lord, I sing of Your greatness.
We’re not sure about the spiritual condition of Saul. At times it seemed Saul
did some great things for God, at other times he disobeyed God and did
atrocities. Whatever his spiritual condition, Saul was bothered by evil forces. It
took another person—David—to free Saul from the influences of evil spirits.
Who needs your spiritual help today? Can you be a “David” to drive the evil
influences from the life of someone? Actually, you can’t do it; only the Spirit of
God can chase away evil spirits. But you can release God’s presence through
your worship. When you worship God, He rushes to your side; then those around
you are blessed by the presence of God. If you sing with me now, God will come
to receive your worship.
Holy, Holy, Holy
Lord God Almighty
Early in the morning,
My song shall rise to Thee
Holy, Holy, Holy
Merciful and Mighty
God in three persons,
Blessed Trinity
Today’s Reading: Psalm 29
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Date Read
DAY 108
Challenges on the Journey
“David shouted in reply, ‘You come to me with sword, spear, and
javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD Almighty—the God of
the armies of Israel, whom you have defied’”—1 Samuel 17:45, TEV.
Life is an every day battle!
The Philistines came out to fight against God’s people, the Jews. Goliath
was their champion. Today he’d be idolized like on MVP or the captain of the
All-Star team. He stood over nine feet tall. “He wore a bronze helmet and a coat
of mail that weighed 125 pounds. He wore bronze leggings . . . the shaft of his
spear . . . weighed 15 pounds” (1 Sam. 17:5-7, NLT). The thought of fighting
Goliath terrorized God’s people.
Each day for 40 days Goliath challenged God’s people, “I defy the armies of
Israel. Send me a man who will fight with me!” (1 Sam. 17:10, NLT). Then a
young 16 year old David was sent with supplies for his older brothers. When he
got close enough to the front lines, David heard the challenge of Goliath. Lord,
give me ears to hear the challenge of my spiritual enemy.
When faced with the challenge of Goliath, David did not run away as other
Israelite soldiers; neither did he panic. Rather, David began to gather
information because you can’t successfully fight an enemy until you know him.
David asked, “Who is this pagan Philistine anyway, that he is allowed to defy the
armies of the living God?” (1 Sam. 17:26, NLT). Did you see David’s concern?
He was not concerned with fighting over territory or losing a battle. David was
concerned with the reputation of “the living God.” When you give into sin, it’s
not so much the evil thing you do; it’s God’s name you’re ragging through the
mud.
David’s older brothers are just like older siblings today, they “put down”
their younger brother or sister. The older brother asked, “What are you doing
around here anyway?” (1 Sam. 17:28, NLT). They accused David of “pride and
dishonesty” (1 Sam. 17:28, NLT).
David makes a faith-statement, “I’ll go fight this Philistine!” (1 Sam. 17:32).
This is the type of statement Jesus told us to make when we face a mountain that
blocks our way. “Have faith in God. I tell you this, if anyone says to this
mountain, ‘Be lifted up from your place and hurled into the sun . . . it will be
done for him’” (Mark 11:22-23, NEB). Lord, give me the faith I need to make a
faith-statement.
“Don’t be ridiculous,” King Saul put David down. “There is no way you can
go against this Philistine. You are only a boy” (1 Sam. 17:33, NLT). There are
many people who don’t think we can spiritually stand, because they look at our
sinful background, or our lack of education, or our immaturity. But we—like
David—don’t stand in our own strength, but in the power of God. “The spirit
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who is in you is greater than the spirit in those who belong to the world” (1 John
4:4, TEV).
David answered Saul’s criticism with his past successes. They were a basis
for future victory. “David persisted. ‘I have been taking care of my father’s
sheep,’ he said. ‘When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, I go
after it with a club and take the lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, I
catch it by the jaw and club it to death. I have done this to both lions and bears,
and I'll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living
God!’” (1 Sam. 17:34-36). So win your small battle today—no matter how small
you think it is—because it is the basis for future greater victories.
David focused on the battle. It was not just God’s people against a heathen
nation, but the battle was against God. “He has defied the armies of the living
God!” (1 Sam. 17:36, NLT). Your spiritual battle is not about you; it’s all about
God. Notice Paul’s emphasis, “Because I live in Christ, Satan tries to get me to
sin, because when Satan gets to me, he gets to Christ” (2 Cor. 2:10, 22, Author’s
Translation).
Spiritual victory is bigger than just you and your effort.
King Saul tried to help David face his challenge, “Saul gave David his own
armor” (1 Sam. 17:30). That’s a picture of older Christians trying to help
younger Christians. With advice and techniques. But it wasn’t going to work.
We can’t fight today’s battles on yesterday’s tools and methods. You must meet
God today and get His armor for today’s battles. Also, you can’t win your
personal struggle on someone else’s strategy. You must meet God each day to
get your battle plans for that day.
David couldn’t fight in King Saul’s armor, “He protested. ‘I am not going to
use them” (2 Sam. 17:39, NLT). Saul was head and shoulders taller than Israel’s
army; David was not larger. Just as you can’t fight someone else’s spiritual
battle, so you can’t fight in someone else’s armor. Lord, help me not hide behind
other Christians.
God prepares each of us differently, so each of us will meet our challenges
differently. We must be our self, and we must battle with the lessons we’ve
learned from God. David “picked up five smooth stones . . . then armed only
with his shepherd’s staff and sling, he started across to fight Goliath” (1 Sam.
17:40, NLT). David the shepherd was going hunting for bear, the biggest bear of
his life.
Goliath made sure it was a spiritual battle. “He cursed David by the names
of his gods” (1 Sam. 17:43, NLT). He ridiculed David, “Am I a dog . . . that you
come to me with a stick?” (1 Sam. 17:43, NLT).
But the Christian life is a battle. It’s serious . . . dangerous . . . and God
wants us to be ready to fight. We can classify our enemy into three categories:
the world, the flesh and the Devil. First, look at the one behind all our troubles,
i.e., the Devil. He is intent on destroying your life. “Awake! Be on the alert!
Your enemy the devil, like a roaring lion, prowls around looking for someone to
devour” (1 Pet. 5:8, NEB).
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Second, you have to deal with inner urges that pull you away from God.
These urges are called lust, and are described as “cravings of sinful man” (1 John
2:16, NIV), also described in the Living Bible, “These evil desires—the craze for
sex, the ambition to buy everything that appeals to you” (1 John 2:16, LB).
Quickly let’s add that sex is a natural appetite put with the human boy by God.
But when you satisfy that appetite the way many TV ads present sex, it becomes
sin.
The third battle is the entire system of the world that is contrary to God. Paul
describes our pre-conversion condition, “You were spiritually dead . . . you
followed this world’s ideas of living” (Eph. 2:1, 2, Phillips). At another place it
is described, “The whole world system, based as it is on men’s desires, their
greedy ambitions, is not derived from the Father” (1 John 2:16, Phillips).
What happens when a dedicated believer faces the challenges of the world,
the flesh, and the Devil? Conflict and battle. David met such a challenge in
Goliath, just as we meet spiritual challenges every day. David fought with
outward weapons, but we fight with spiritual weapons. “The weapons we use in
our fight are not the world’s weapons but God’s powerful weapons, which we
use to destroy strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:4, TEV).
But David had something more powerful than a stick, or a sling, or stones.
“David shouted in reply, ‘You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but I
come to you in the name of the LORD Almighty—the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied’” (1 Sam. 17:45, NLT). David again made a faithstatement that: (1) the battle was against God, and (2) that God would win the
victory. David told the Philistine, “Everyone will know that the LORD does not
need weapons to rescue his people. It is his battle, not ours” (1 Sam. 17:47,
NLT).
So, face your spiritual challenges with faith; you don’t know where the
victory will come from, nor do you know what tools God will use. But when
victory comes, you’ll know “it’s from God.” “The victory that defeats the world
is our faith” (1 John 5:4, NEB).
Be aggressive. Don’t wait for the enemy to attack you; take the spiritual
initiative. “David quickly ran out to meet him” (1 Sam. 17:40, NLT). Be
prepared and be aggressive by daily walking with God, including prayer, Bible
reading, Christian fellowship and all other spiritual weapons at your disposal.
The story is well known; David used the sling that had given him many past
victories. David used the skill acquired in smaller battles. David trusted his God
who delivered him in the past. Lord, help me win little battles so I’ll be prepared
for big battles.
Hitting the giant in the forehead didn’t kill Goliath—it only stunned him.
You must claim total victory, just as David, “Since he (David) had no sword, he
ran over and pulled Goliath’s sword from its sheath . . . and cut off his head” (1
Sam. 17:50, 51, NLT). Don’t settle for halfway victories in your life, be decisive.
Cut off the head of the giant that threatens you. Act now!
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 17:1-33
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Date Read
DAY 109
Small Battles Prepare You For Big Battles
“The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of
the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine” –1 Samuel
17:37.
Has a new task ever scared you to death? Perhaps you were scared because
the task was too great, or would demand too big a sacrifice. Perhaps you were
scared of the unknown.
Were you ever scared of physical hurt, or
embarrassment, or loss of job, or loss of family and friends? Young sixteen yearold David faced the formidable giant named Goliath. David’s attitude can be an
example to you, because his attitude became the basis of David’s courage. You
can prepare for a great task the same way David prepared. Lord, I want to be
courageous.
David was faithful to the job given him when he was young. As a shepherd
he cared for sheep, probably his father’s sheep. He didn’t run away when the
bear or lion attacked the sheep. If David had not battled the predators, his family
probably would have understood; after all, the life of a child is more valuable
than the life of a sheep. Was it money he was saving? Probably not! Was it his
integrity that motivated David to go after the bear and the lion? Probably so!
The job was not just a job; shepherding was his life. If David had not fought the
attackers, David would not have been true to himself. The greatest failure in life
is not failing the standard of others, but rather, failing your self-expectations.
How courageous will you be in the face of danger? Do you know the things
you’d risk your life for? Lord, I would risk my life for You.
David’s integrity was tied to God. He had put his trust in God when fighting
the lion and bear, “The Lord that delivered me . . .” Now David faced the biggest
challenge of his life; he faced Goliath. When you properly use your faith, it
grows to the size of your ability to trust God for bigger things in the future. You
can’t trust God for ten thousand dollars until you trust God for ten dollars. David
could trust God to defeat Goliath because he trusted God to defeat the lion and
the bear. You will meet today’s challenge by using the faith you successfully
nurtured in the past. If you don’t have a faith-history to call on, start trusting
God today for your first step of faith. Start building for even greater faithvictories in the future. Lord, grow my faith.
Have you ever noticed how crisis defines a leader? David was just one little
shepherd, but he was the only one in Israel’s army that would face Goliath. For
forty days the giant taunted Israel’s army, and no one took up his challenge.
Finally, David stepped forward. Why did David take the challenge? Because it
was a spiritual battle to David. The giant blasphemed Living God, but God
didn’t kill him with a lightning bolt. That’s not God’s way of doing things then,
and it’s not God’s way now. David wanted to know why Goliath defied the
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living God. So David’s battle cry was, “Is there not a cause?” (1 Sam. 17:29).
Lord, there is a cause today, help me be faithful.
Others can’t make you courageous, it comes from inside. And you can’t
become courageous just by trying. Courage comes when you stand for a cause
that’s bigger than you are. You get your courage from a righteous cause. When
you choose God’s side, He gives you strength to do what’s before you. Lord,
give me courage to do Your will today.
Saul tried to get David to wear his armor to face Goliath. David even tried it
on, but it didn’t fit. Saul stood head and shoulders above the crowd. And David,
sixteen years old, was not yet physically mature. So, David rejected Saul’s armor
saying, “I have not tested them” (1 Sam. 17:39). When you face a giant, it’s not
time to experiment. When you go into battle—spiritual warfare—use the tried
and proven way of solving problems. If David could defeat a bear and lion with
a slingshot, why not Goliath? It’s hard to have confidence when you’re
experimenting. Solve your giant-crisis today, the way you have solved small
crises in the past. Think back to past victories to remember how you attacked
those problems. Follow the same principles with your present crisis that gave
you a victory in the past. Lord, I will use what You have taught me.
Don’t go looking for courage. You get your courage from the greatness of
the job you’re going to do for God. Don’t try the power of positive thinking,
which is acting courageously until you get it. Get your courage from the same
place as David. Notice what he said to Goliath, “You come to me with a sword,
with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of
hosts, the God of the armies of Israel” (1 Sam. 17:45). When you link up with
God, you’ll have courage. When you are serving God, He’ll give you divine
courage. God’s courage is much greater than anything you can work up.
What crisis do you face today? Look at your crisis through God’s eyes.
Where id God’s righteousness in your crisis? Sometimes it’s extremely easy to
see black and white in a problem. At other times all the issues seem equally
balanced. Every thing is gray. What can you do? Get close to God, talk to him
and let Him talk to you. Ask God to help you see the crisis through the eyes of
faith. That’s why you’re reading His Daily Presence. That’s why you’re here in
God’s presence. Lord, give me courage now.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 17:34-58
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Date Read _____________
DAY 110
Friends Point You To God
“Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as
his own soul. And Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it
to David, with his armor, even to his sword and his bow and his belt” –1
Samuel 18:3, 4.
Do you need a friend who will stick by you, someone who would tell you the
truth, and someone who would point you to God? David found such a friend in
Jonathan. Do you need a friend, such as Jonathan was to David, to strengthen
your fellowship with God? Lord, give me a spiritual friend.
Jonathan was the eldest son of Saul, the next king of Israel. But somehow
Jonathan found out God had anointed David as the next king. Jonathan didn’t
think of his own self-promotion, nor did he try to secure his own future, but he
surrendered himself to the plan and purpose of God. Jonathan determined to be a
friend to David and help David fulfill God’s anointed role for the kingdom.
Jonathan helped David, in spite of Saul’s ridicule. Saul turned against his son,
lied about David, and tried to kill him.
A true friend is never ashamed to own you as his friend, “Jonathan spoke
well of David to Saul his father” (1 Sam. 19:4). And a friend never keeps
secrets, “Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him all these things” (1 Sam.
19:7). A friend will listen to you brag, will listen to your complaints, will be
your sounding board, but will never change his opinion of you. When you have a
friend like this, it changes your life because you get confidence and support to
face the problems of life. Lord, help me be a friend like this to my friends.
A friend will intercede for you, “Saul heeded the voice of Jonathan” (1 Sam.
19:6), and a friend will help you, “So Jonathan said to David, "Whatever you
yourself desire, I will do it for you” (1 Sam. 20:4). Lord, help me to be a good
friend.
One of the best things about friends is that they help clear your thinking; they
help you make plans. “And Jonathan said to David, ‘Come, let us go out into the
field.’ So both of them went out into the field” (1 Sam. 20:11). And when
friends help you make plans, they promise you the truth. Jonathan said, “then I
will report it to you and send you away” (1 Sam. 20:13). Jonathan and David
were trying to find out if Saul really intended to kill David.
Friends take the heat for you; they don’t mind putting up with criticism, or
even persecution. “Then Saul's anger was aroused against Jonathan . . . For as
long as the son of Jesse lives on the earth, you shall not be established, nor your
kingdom” (1 Sam. 20:30, 31).
But the one thing a friend will do is point you to God, “Then Jonathan said to
David, ‘Go in peace . . . May the LORD be between you and me’” (1 Sam.
20:42).
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Jonathan told David that his father was out to kill him. In telling his best
friend the truth, he made three of the hardest decisions in life. First, Jonathan
made a decision that had no immediate reward to him. That’s a decision that all
of us have difficultly making. Second, Jonathan made a decision that cost him
something, i.e., it cost him safety and ultimately, the kingdom. The third most
difficult decision is when you don’t have enough facts. Jonathan was fairly sure
his father wanted to kill David, but he was not absolutely sure. Yet, he made a
decision that with time, proved to be the accurate decision. Lord, help me make
good decisions about my friends.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 18:1-4
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DAY 111
Watch Out
“So the women sang as they danced, and said . . . ‘Saul has slain his
thousands, and David his ten thousands.’ Then Saul was very angry,
and the saying displeased him . . . So Saul eyed David from that day
forward” –1 Samuel 18:7-9.
How do you rest when your boss hates you? Sometimes when you have
success, those over you will turn against you. It can happen in business, church,
the home or in sports. When you’ve done well, but “they” seem to turn against
you; how can God help you?
David killed Goliath. That was a great victory that no other warrior in Israel
could do. When David was brought before King Saul, young David still had the
decapitated head of Goliath in his hand (1 Sam. 17:57). While David gloried in
his victory, King Saul was embarrassed. Why? King Saul was the leader, he
should have fought Goliath. Why didn’t Saul fight Goliath? Probably because
he was afraid. How will you respond when brought before your boss? Will you
brag? Ask for a raise? The way you respond will probably determine how you’ll
get along with the boss in the future.
But there were other reasons why Saul hated David. Look at what the king’s
son did. “Jonathan loved him (David) as his own soul” (1 Sam. 18:1). The king
wanted to promote his son, not David. But the king’s son, Jonathan, was
promoting David. Next, David got the king’s recognition, “David . . . was
accepted in the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul’s servants” (1
Sam. 18:5). No wonder Saul said in a jealous fit, “What more can he have but
the kingdom?” (1 Sam. 18:8). What prophetic words were spoken by Saul
because David would eventually become King. God had rejected Saul because
Saul first rejected God. If you worry about someone stealing your glory, check
your relationship with God. Lord, is my relationship with You solid?
Why does the boss turn against you? Pride, you get recognition that he
seeks. The lust of the eyes, you are getting things that he wants. The lust of the
flesh, you are enjoying physical pleasures that he craves. What can you learn
from this? Don’t do a job to get a promotion, or to get power, or to get glory, or
to get things, or to get physical pleasure. Rather, do a job well for the internal
pleasure that comes from doing something well. Do a job to the glory of God.
Lord, help me do everything well for Your glory.
Notice how Saul showed his hatred to David. First, Saul embarrassed David.
Saul promised his daughter Michal to David, but gave her to someone else. Then
Saul tried to trap David in a battle (1 Sam. 18:22). Next, Saul tried to turn others
against David (1 Sam. 19:1). Then Saul lied about David (1 Sam. 19:6). Next,
Saul lied to David. Saul said David would not be killed, then to kill David, Saul
threw his spear at him. When someone is out to get you, be careful. They’ll use
more than one method to get you. Lord, help.
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What happened to David during this difficult time? David grew in character
by faithfully doing what was required of him, “David went out wherever Saul
sent him, and behaved wisely” (1 Sam. 18:5). Notice how David grew, “very
wisely” (1 Sam. 18:15). Finally, David is described as behaving “more wisely”
(1 Sam. 18:30). When you’re persecuted, get wise. Be obedient and do your job
well. You’ll become “very wise.” Then you can even add, “more wisdom.”
Without being too simple, remember, you become wise by doing wise things.
Lord, I want to be wise; help me do wise things.
Next David avoided dangerous situations. When Saul threw his spear at him,
David hid himself in the wilderness. If someone’s trying to get you, don’t put
yourself in compromising situations that are morally dangerous. Then, don’t
retaliate evil for evil. When Saul tried to pin David to the wall with a spear,
notice, David never retaliated. “David escaped his presence twice” (1 Sam.
18:11). When you retaliate against your enemy, you stoop to his level. Lord, lift
me to Your level.
When an enemy is after you, keep doing the things that are assigned to you.
“All Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before
them” (1 Sam. 18:16). If you want to be right, keep on doing right. Lord, I want
to be right, so I’ll keep on doing right.
David never once claimed special recognition or privileges for any reason.
David never once claimed privilege because he killed Goliath. Never once did
David claim he was anointed in Saul’s place. Never once did David claim the
people supported him, or that Saul’s staff supported him. Never once did David
point out that the king should come from his tribe, Judah; not Saul’s tribe of
Benjamin. So when you’re in a hard spot, don’t make excuses nor complain.
Lord, protect me from my enemies and give me wisdom around them. Be
glorified in all I do.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 18:5-19:24
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DAY 112
Friendships Help the Faith Journey
“And Jonathan made David reaffirm his vow of friendship again, for
Jonathan loved David as much as he loved himself” (1 Sam. 20:17,
NLT). A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a
friend that sticketh closer than a brother”—Proverbs 18:24, KJV.

A friend is an outstanding guide for the faith-journey.
There are many friends who influence our lives. The counselor-friend listens
to your dreams, and allows you to brag and lets you vent your feelings. Thus,
they help you see yourself by looking at your strengths and weaknesses. By
mirroring your inner self, you find direction for your faith-journey.
Your hero-friend is someone you look up to because you think they are better
than you in at least one area of life. This hero-friend accepts you as someone
larger than himself or herself; they help you learn selflessness, discipline and
purpose. By the way, when you change a hero-friend, or drop them; you are
changing your dreams and aspirations.
Your teacher-friend instructs you. They’ve got something to give you . . .
something you need . . . and in many cases, something you want. Your teacherfriend knows fact you don’t know, or they have skills you don’t possess.
Sometimes they’ve been places you’ve not gone, so they direct you, or they open
doors for you. You’ll need a teacher-friend to help you move along the journey
of faith.
Your coach-friend will show you the plays and encourage you, “Sure you can
make it!” They know what button to push to motivate you, and when you fail
they support you, pick you up, and get you going again. They can’t make you
successful, only you can make success happen; but they know how to get you
running toward success. They help you with your attitude and they help you with
the plays.
Then there’s a connection-friend. They open doors for you, and shut out
your enemies. They believe in you long before you believe in yourself. They
know where they are going and where you are going, and they sacrifice
themselves to get you to your goal. This friend thinks of you before they think of
themselves. Sometimes this friend helps you reach plateaus that they will never
accomplish. This is a description of Jonathan’s friendship for David.
Friendship is a relationship that must be nurtured in both parties, so that both
become stronger through their relationship to one another. Something happened
when Jonathan first met David, “There was an immediate bond of love between
them, and they became the best of friends” (1 Sam. 18:1, NLT). You first meet a
special friend in all kinds of locations, in all kinds of situations and you bond
with them immediately. This happens at school, work, in athletics, church, and
other meetings. But you became friends when you see something special in a
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prospective friend. Jonathan looked at David and saw the future king of Israel,
even though his father was king and he was heir to the throne. David saw
integrity, loyalty and courage in Jonathan. What do people see in you?
Friendship is human glue!
From the beginning, the two boys hit it off well together. Jonathan made the
friendship work because he was an insider to the throne room. David was an
outsider and needed to eventually get “in” because he was anointed by God to be
the next king. Friendship is more than two people continually enjoying one
another. Friendship is glue. Two people become friends when they commit to
each other. “Jonathan made a special vow to be David’s friend” (1 Sam. 18:3,
NLT). Friendship is giving!
Because the two boys became friends, they probably shared dreams, vision
and “stories.” David probably told of defeating Goliath, and Jonathan wanted to
do something like that because he wanted to please his Father. But Jonathan
gave David more than intangibles; Jonathan gave David the symbols of the
throne. “And he (Jonathan) sealed the pact by giving him (David) his robe, tunic,
sword, bow, and belt” (1 Sam. 18:3, NLT).
As Saul got increasingly angry with David, and even tried to kill him,
Jonathan remained David’s friend. They say “blood is thicker than water,” but
that statement didn’t apply this time because Jonathan chose David over his
father Saul. “Jonathan spoke with his father about David, saying many good
things about him. ‘Please don’t sin against David’” (1 Sam. 19:4, NLT). Do you
have friends who stick up for you when your back is turned?
Friends listen to one another. They listen to complaints, anger, frustration
and even threats of suicide and/or spiritual denial. David ran away from Saul’s
throne room to save his life. He was a hunted fugitive. When David found
Jonathan he complained, “What have I done?” (1 Sam. 20:1, NLT). David was
fearful, “I swear to you that I am only a step away from death!” (1 Sam. 20:3,
NLT). In his frustration, David appealed for help from his friend Jonathan, “Tell
me what I can do” (1 Sam. 20:4, NLT).
Friends shield their buddies from harm. Saul knew his son Jonathan was
shielding David. The king flew into a rage over David, but Jonathan continued to
protect his friend David anyway. “Saul boiled with rage at Jonathan . . . Don’t
you think I don’t know that you want David to be king in your place, shaming
yourself and your mother? As long as that son of Jesse is alive, you’ll never be
king, now go and get him so I can kill him” (1 Sam. 20:30, 31, NLT).
Friends shape our future!
David would not have lived without the help of Jonathan. All the other
things of Jonathan’s friendship are incidental, i.e., getting David into the throne
room, listening to David, and believing in David. Without Jonathan’s protection,
David’s future was bleak. You get energy from friends to continue walking for
God.
Your friends are mirrors. They help you look within to understand what you
are feeling and thinking. Just as a mirror shows blemishes on your face so you
can fix them, so a friend helps you overcome weaknesses so you can grow in
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Christ and develop character. “Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the
countenance of his friend” (Pro. 27:17, KJV).
A friend is a giver; each gives to the other, and in return, each receives from
the other. Jonathan gave to David protection, guidance, and royal acceptance. In
return David gave courage, leadership and future-hope; each feeding off the other
so that both became stronger. “Give and it shall be given unto you” (Luke 6:38,
KJV).
Friendship is an open relationship. The person without friends probably
wears a mask throughout life. A mask hides your weaknesses, or scars, or what
you think is ugly. When you are lonely, pained, or hurting, you wear a mask for
protection. But a friend sees through your mask. They accept the problem they
see and help you accept it too.
Friendship is a relationship that must be nurtured in both parties, so that both
become stronger through their relationship to one another.
A friend never rips off your mask. In the old days Band Aids hurt when
ripped off. So a mother didn’t just jerk them off because her child would cry. A
loving mother would peel them off one millimeter at a time. Why? Because love
is slow. A loving friend will not intentionally hurt their friend, but they’ll take
off the mask very slowly. “Faithful are the wounds of a friend” (Pro. 27:6, KJV).
Have you helped a friend see himself?
A friend is sensitive to your needs and problems. Every once in awhile we
meet crusty people who seem hardened to others. They do not listen, care, and
they never help others. Hard people are like a turtle; they live in a shell. They
isolate themselves from others, and have no friends. The friend they need the
most to help them get rid of their crustiness, is the person they keep out of their
life. “A man that hath friends must show himself friendly” (Pro. 18:24, KJV).
Friendship cannot be forced, it must be received. Friendship cannot be
demanded, it must be received. Friendship grows slowly, enemies happen
suddenly. Friendship is a shared experience that grows over a period of time as
you learn to trust and understand.
When you think of your human friend, don’t forget your Divine friend. A
“person lays down his life for his friends” (John 15:13, LB). The greatest friend
of all is Jesus Christ who not only has the human characteristics of friendship, He
is the Divine Son of God who gave up His life for you. “In human experiences it
is a rare thing for one man to give his life for another . . . Yet the proof of God’s
amazing love is this: that it was while we were sinners Christ died for us” (Rom.
5:7, 8, Phillips). Jesus is our Friend that sticketh closer to us than any other.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 20
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Date Read
DAY 113
Worshipping God From Afar
“I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my
mouth. O magnify the Lord with me . . . I sought the LORD, and he
heard me, and delivered me from all my fears” –Psalm 34:1, 3, 4 (written
by David when he was chased out of the Promise Land by Saul).
David was chased out of the promised land, i.e., God’s land. He was away
from his family, friends and the presence of God in the Tabernacle. Did he give
up? No! Did he stop worshipping God? No! David worshipped God from afar.
Have you ever called on God, but He seemed to be far away? Why is it some
people seem to get their prayers answered quicker and bigger than you? Why is
the worship of some more meaningful than yours? The answer is in the word
magnify. Maybe those who get their prayers answered know how to praise and
magnify God. When you magnify the Lord, He becomes bigger in your
presence. He becomes bigger in your experience and He’s there to answer your
prayers. Lord, I magnify You.
Some of us need glasses to read, because eyeglasses magnify the words large
enough so we can see and understand them. When eyeglasses magnify the
words, the size of the words doesn’t change; our sight changes. Magnification
makes the words bigger in our perception so we can read them. When you
magnify the Lord, He becomes bigger in your life. The more you magnify the
Lord in worship, the larger He becomes to you. Lord, I need a larger presence of
You in my life.
But magnification is a two-way street. To get God closer to you, the reverse
must happen. You must get closer to God. Yes, when you worship and magnify
the Lord, He becomes bigger in your eyes. You bring Him closer to your
perspective when He is magnified. But are you near Him, are you in His
proximity? To make your worship more effective, get as close to Him as
possible. Get as far from sin as possible—repent—to worship with more power.
Lord, I’m moving closer.
What happens when you get close to God? Listen to what David said in this
Psalm, “The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as
have a contrite spirit” (Ps. 34:18). James says the same thing, “Draw near to God
and He will draw near to you” (James 4:8). Don’t worship from afar, cozy up to
His presence, He’ll respond with intimacy. James says you get his presence
when you “draw near . . . cleanse your hands. . . purify your hearts . . . lament
and mourn . . . humble yourselves” (James 4:8-10). There’s something
irresistible to God about humility. Lord, I need You.
God’s presence changes your actions. I was once in a room in Europe when
the king entered; everyone got silent, then they stood. I experienced a reverential
silence that was atmospheric. Like moisture on your face on a damp day, I felt a
corporate reverence for the king’s presence. Have you ever felt God’s presence
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in church worship? In private worship? You can feel reverence when He is
present. Lord, come to me now, I want to feel Your presence.
When you magnify the words on a sheet of paper, you see more, and you see
clearer, and you understand better. But when your eyes won’t let you see the
words, you squint and strain to see. Your mind can’t concentrate on the message
you’re reading because you’re concentrating on the process. You’re asking
yourself, “What must I do to see these words?” The same with worship.
Sometimes your mind is “squinting” to worship, because you’re more focused on
the process of worship than on God. When you’re squinting, you’re focused on
the worship of God, not on the God of worship. Remember, worship is not about
what you’re doing, it’s about Him. It’s about God. So just as you put on glasses
to concentrate on the message on the paper, magnify the Lord to see Him better.
Lord, help me see.
From time to time your eyesight changes, so you have to get your glasses
changed. The same with worship. God doesn’t change, but our perception of
Him changes. So, from time to time, change your worship glasses. Leave
reading the Psalms to study the man Jesus waking in Galilee. When you see
Jesus better, you’ll understand God better; and you’ll worship better. At other
times the doctrine of Paul’s epistles will help you worship better. A different
aspect of God may help you better magnify Him.
When David was physically separated from the Tabernacle—the presence of
God—he worshipped from afar. When David wrote Psalm 34, he was in
Phylistia, the land of his enemies. Do you feel your life is lived among ungodly
people? Saul had driven David from Jerusalem. Do you feel alienated by some
of God’s people? Do what David did, “This poor man cried out, and the LORD
heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles” (Ps. 34:6). What happened
when David worshipped God from afar? David found out, “The LORD is near to
those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite spirit” (Ps.
34:18).
Today’s Reading: Psalm 34; 1 Samuel 21s
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Date Read ____________
DAY 114
Being Victorious Long Before You Are Victorious
“Wake up, my soul! Wake up, O harp and lyre! I will waken the dawn
with my song. I will thank you, Lord, in front of all the people. I will
sing your praises among the nations” —Psalm 57:8, 9, NLT (written by
David when hiding from Saul).
When David wrote this Psalm, he was being pursued by Saul who wanted to
kill him. David hid in a cave, then wrote this Psalm. Notice what David is not
praying. He is not asking for a victory over Saul, nor is he asking for Saul’s
death. Isn’t that what we do when someone tries to “get” us? David didn’t even
pray for victory or deliverance. David wanted to meet God in the morning with
song and prayers of thanksgiving. David was victorious long before he won the
victory over Saul. Lord, I want to be victorious.
In life you’ll face temptations, ridicule, physical persecution and an enemy.
You’ll have someone on the job that doesn’t like you, but more importantly, you
have Satan as an enemy. What guarantee do you have that you can come out on
top? Study David’s struggle with Saul to see many principles that will help you
become victorious in life. First, you must have a victorious attitude to become
victorious in life. Don’t hope for victory when you get in the battle. Then, it’s
too late. Develop a victorious attitude before your first battle and the chances are
you’ll come out on top. When you have a victorious outlook, you’re prepared to
do the things before the battle that will help you win your battle. Lord, I can win
through Your help.
Victorious people plan to win. That was David’s outlook. I trust in God, so
why should I be afraid?” (Ps. 56:11, NLB). So, don’t think first of losing, rather
think first of victory? If you have a victorious attitude, you’re more likely to win
a victory. Lord, I know You are with me.
When you know you are right, then you have might, and your might will
drive you through to victory. Victorious people realize that they’re on a
pilgrimage in life, they are walking with God, and they are walking for God.
David knew that God had anointed him as king; he knew that God would guide
him in the wilderness when he was being chased by Saul. That assurance gave
him patience to endure struggles, and faith to see God’s unfolding plan in his life.
That assurance gave David a victorious attitude toward problems. Lord, help me
see my pilgrimage for You.
Victorious people journey within, before they journey without. David had
said, “Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You” (Ps. 56:3, David in Gath).
Again, David said, “My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast” (Ps.
57:7, David in the cave of Adullam). Lord, help me see doubt in my heart and
deal with it.
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Victorious people can see victory in their mind, before it’s accomplished in
the battle. David knew a fight was coming, but he knew God would see him
through the battle. In the cave of Adullam, David prayed, “In the shadow of
Your wings I will make my refuge, until these calamities have passed by” (Ps.
57:1). Lord, help me look to the other side of my troubles.
Victorious people pay a price that others are not willing to pay. The attitude
of winning helps you develop the ability to win. David became victorious long
before he met Goliath, and long before he struggled against Saul. David
developed a winning outlook as a shepherd boy. Remember David testified,
“Your servant used to keep his father's sheep, and when a lion or a bear came and
took a lamb out of the flock, I went out after it . . . and struck and killed it” (1
Sam. 17:34, 35). Because of David’s character, he learned how to fight with the
sling, and how to play the harp and how to excel with all the tools he needed in
life. People with character will seek for talent to accomplish the goals before
them. But few people with extraordinary talent search for the inner strength to
become winners. That’s why some of the most talented athletes lose to an
opponent with lesser ability. Average people with great discipline can usually
defeat those with more ability. Lord, I’m average, use me.
Victorious people make difficult decisions. When he didn’t want to, David
left his best friend Jonathan to hide for Saul in the wilderness. When David
didn’t want to, he sent his family away for protection, then he lived outside the
promise land for 13 years. When David had the chance to kill Saul, he would not
take a “cheap” victory to get rid of his opponent. On two occasions, David had
the opportunity to kill Saul, but didn’t Why? Because of his character. Lord,
give me the eternal perspective.
Victorious people are not in competition with their opponents, they are
reaching for a higher standard. Even though Saul was trying to kill David, David
never thought of Saul as his competitor. People with winning attitudes are never
in competition with others, but with themselves. They want to please God and do
something for God. If you’re always in competition with someone, you let your
competitor control your life. Don’t let your opponent determine what you do,
when you do it, and how you fight. The battle is yours, and the battle is God’s,
so today determine to put your energy to work where it’s best for you to serve
God. Keep the choices in your control.
The secret of victorious people is their relationship to God. David met each
day in God’s presence. He sang his psalms of praise as the sun arose. David was
not afraid to tell the people that God had given him victory. “I will thank you,
Lord, in front of all people” (Ps. 57:9, NLB).
Today’s Reading: Psalm 57; 1 Samuel 23
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Date Read
DAY 115
Doing Right to Your Enemies

“The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the LORD's
anointed, to stretch out my hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of
the LORD” –1 Samuel 24:6.
Is revenge always sweet? Has someone tried to hurt you? What was your
response? David had been driven from his home and family by Saul. Once King
Saul tried to kill David with his spear. When David got the opportunity to kill
Saul, it would have been easy to retaliate. But in the dark cave, David didn’t get
even, he simply cut off the rear panel of Saul’s tunic. Why did David show
kindness for evil? Because that is God’s way for us to handle our enemies.
Lord, I need to learn this principle.
David and his men were hiding in the caves above the beautiful small lake at
En Gedi. Saul was hunting David with 3,000 of his best-armed soldiers.
Because of the hot hills and dusty trails, it was only natural that En Gedi attracted
Saul and his army. It has crystal clear water, palm trees—perfect for drinking . . .
bathing . . . relaxing.
Saul enters a cave, not realizing David and his men were in the rear hiding in
the darkness. It was not a chance selection, God guided Saul for a confrontation
with David. David’s men prodded him to kill Saul in the darkness. The men
even used biblical logic, saying “God had brought Saul into the cave so David
could kill him.” Revenge seemed logical. Sometimes it will seem logical for
you to get back at someone who has attacked you, but that is not God’s way.
Why didn’t David kill Saul? David wasn’t afraid. David had faced Goliath a
much fiercer enemy. It wasn’t the lack of an opportunity. Since David cut off
Saul’s coattail, he could have killed the king just as easily. It wasn’t the lack of a
noble reason. David had been anointed to be the king in Saul’s place so if he
killed Saul, David could have rationalized that it was God’s will.
Then why didn’t David kill Saul? Character is built on biblical principles!
David knew the commandment, “You shall not murder.” He didn’t want to enter
the greatest office—king of God’s people—through the wrong door. David knew
he had to do the right thing in the right way. A Christian can’t get revenge even
when people have “wronged” them. And for you, it’s wrong to seek revenge,
even when it makes you feel good. Your feelings are not the standard, God’s
principles are always the standard. Lord, teach me to do the right thing.
After Saul left the cave, David came out to shout after him. David didn’t
want appreciation for sparing Saul’s life, he wanted reconciliation. Notice how
David dealt with the problem. First, David explained he would not have killed
Saul because of the principle, “touch not God’s anointed, i.e., the king.” Second,
David held up Saul’s skirt for all the soldiers to see. Not to embarrass Saul, but
to prove he had the chance to kill Saul. Third, David revered Saul, calling him
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“Father.” Next, David reminded Saul that he never sinned against him. Finally,
David called on the Lord to judge between them, concluding “The Lord avenge
me of you . . .” David trusted God, he knew at the right time God would avenge
him. Lord, help me look beyond those who harm me.
Because David didn’t seek revenge, he got reconciliation; even if only
temporarily. Saul “lifted up his voice and wept” (1 Sam. 24:16). Then Saul
confessed, “You have dealt well with me” (1 Sam. 24:18). Saul even
acknowledged that David would be a good king when he eventually got the
office. “I know indeed that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of
Israel shall be established in your hand” (1 Sam. 24:20). Lord, help me see You
when I am confronted by another.
Do you know people who give “tit for tat?” Are some people in your life
constantly pointing out what you do wrong, then they try to “punish” you for
being wrong? How do you respond? If you give it back to them, that’s wrong.
Jesus said, “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who
curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you” (Luke 6:27, 28). Learn a
new attitude. Begin today by (1) praying for some who is persecuting you, (2) do
something good for them, and (3) out love them. Lord, I pray for those who
oppose Me, bless them.
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 24
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Date Read
DAY 116
Looking For God In The Wrong Places
“Saul answered, ‘I am deeply distressed . . . and God has departed from
me and does not answer me anymore, neither by prophets nor by dreams.
Therefore I have called you (dead Samuel), that you may reveal to me
what I should do’”–1 Samuel 28:15.
What do people do when they can’t get through to God? Some try nonscriptural ways to talk to God, others violate Scriptures to get direction for their
life. Do you know anyone like Saul? He spent his life doing things his own way
and rebelling against God. He took the place of God’s anointed priest to illegally
sacrifice to God. Then he refused to obey God, i.e., Saul would not eliminate the
Amalekites. Next, he tried to kill David. In today’s reading, Saul is in trouble,
the Philistines have overwhelmed him and he’s afraid. Does Saul repent? No!
Does he turn to God for help? No! Saul wants to talk to dead Samuel to get
some help. Trying to talk to the dead is the same as turning to demons! Today’s
lesson reveals that when people continually rebel against God, they end up going
to devilish extremes to get spiritual help. Lord, keep me from Satanic extremes.
There are two spiritual forces in the universe—God and Satan. If you want
to properly follow God, you must begin with the First Commandment, “You shall
have no other gods before Me.” God had drawn a line in the sand, so you must
choose if you’ll live righteously for God, or if you’ll rebel against God. Lord, I
choose You.
Those who choose to follow Satan do not usually begin by making one gutwrenching rebellion against God. They usually make a lot of small foolish
decisions, many of their inconsequential choices are for selfish reasons with little
moral consequences. But when you make many small choices against God’s
plan for your life, you end up hardening your will. When selfish choices become
a habit, you become addicted to bad choices. Remember, important decisions are
usually influenced by a lot of small choices that you’ve already made. Then it’s
hard to break a negative habit-pattern. Decisions are a process, not just an event.
Lord, help me make good decisions.
But eventually to every rebellious soul comes the opportunity t reverse one’s
life and choose God. Usually the crisis is brought on by God to get your
attention, and usually the decision comes during a crisis—you must choose right
or die. Saul had been choosing wrongly (the process) so and Saul chose wrong in
the greatest crises of his life. God spoke to tell Saul he would die the next day by
the hand of the Philistines. It’s ironic that Saul had been trying to kill David to
keep his kingdom, but God told him the kingdom would be given to David.
Notice the judgment of God. Everything Saul wanted was taken from him.
Everything Saul was against, came to pass. You should learn a lesson: never
fight God’s will but submit willingly to Him and do His will. Lord, I submit to
You again.
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Unsaved people try to talk to the dead because most of them don’t know
better. God has told his children not to try to talk to the dead (Deut. 18:9-12)
because He has a curtain between life and death. No one can penetrate it. Any
attempt at necromancy is rebellion against God. Oh, an untaught believer might
innocently try to tell a departed mother, “I love you,” or a husband might try to
say to his departed wife, “Honey, I need help.” That’s just ignorant unbelief.
But if you intentionally involve yourself in a séance, or intentionally visit a
medium, that’s rebellion. Lord, I will separate myself.
Is it possible to begin your life with great promise, then end up on the
spiritual scrap heap? Yes! Look at Saul. It could happen to you if you trust your
own ability . . . or if you trust your spiritual gifts . . . or you turn your back on
God. Saul had everything going for him, but lost everything. “Therefore let him
who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12).
Your walk with God is just that. It’s walking. Once you start walking, keep
on walking. If you stop, look back, or turn back, you’ve rejected God. If you’ve
just slipped off the path, make sure you get back on the way. Make sure God is
with you as you continue following God. Saul started out on the right path but
got sidetracked. Don’t get sidetracked to an easier path, or a lucrative path, or a
path to a bigger position in life. “But the path of the just is like the shining sun,
that shines ever brighter unto the perfect day” (Prov. 4:18).
So, don’t be like Saul who tried to talk to a dead person, when you can talk to
the Living God. As a matter of fact, why put anyone—living or dead—before
God? Right now you can approach God. You know the way, and you know
what to do to meet God. Why don’t you do it now, He’s waiting for you?
Today’s Reading: 1 Samuel 28
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Date Read __________
DAY 117
Worship As You Expect God’s Reign
“Come before His presence with singing. Know that the LORD, He is
God . . . Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with
praise” –Psalm 100:2-4.

There is a great difference between thanksgiving, praise and worship. When
you offer thanksgiving to God, you magnify Him for what He has done on your
behalf. As necessary as thanksgiving is, it can be colored by what we have done,
or our personal attainments. We offer thanksgiving because of what God has
given us, or what we have become. Lord, help me to properly offer thanksgiving
to You.
Praise ties the human and the Divine together. We praise God for what we
know of Him; we praise God for what He has done for us, and we praise God
with the purest motivation, and the loftiest ambition. The success of praise is
conceived in our hearts, and our soul mounts up with wings of eagles, flying
straight into the presence of God to cry out, “Praise be to the Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy Ghost.”
The effectiveness of praise is measured by the heart of the one who offers
praise, for true praise must be conceived in repentance of sin, asking for faith to
make supplication and properly offering praise to God. Lord, may I always
appropriately praise You.
Worship is the most pure, even greater than thanksgiving and praise.
Worship does not center on me, its effectiveness does not depend upon me, and
its strength is not delivered by me. Worship is all about the One who receives
worship.
Worship is employed by the angels of Heaven who cry to God, “Holy, Holy,
Holy.” Worship loses sight of who we are and what God has given to us.
Worship centers on God alone. When we worship, we lose our attachment to
time, material possessions, even our own spiritual ambitions. Worship is
absorption in the dazzling splendor of God Himself. Lord, I worship.
Thanksgiving is worship because it offers to God our appreciation; but
worship is much more than thanksgiving because your soul utters—not its
personal feelings about God—but speaks of God only. Lord, I thank You for the
privilege of worship.
Praise is worship because with your spoken word, you magnify the greatness
of who God is and what He has done for you. But worship is more than praise
because worship is when you fall prostrate on your face before God because of
who He is. You speak to praise God, but sometimes you worship at the throne of
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God without a word. Sometimes there are no words to express the gratefulness
you feel toward God. Lord, I worship.
Thanksgiving begins with the heart of gratitude; worship begins with God.
Praise is conceived in a heart that knows and loves God, but worship centers on
God alone. Worship is much more than all we do. When you get a true vision of
the Holy Trinity, you cannot do anything but bow at the feet of the Lord, sitting
upon the throne in Heaven, surrounded by the rainbow like an emerald, and
roundabout are the four and twenty elders, lightnings, thunders, seven burning
lamps, and a mirror-like sea of glass without a ripple. It is then that you cry,
“You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created
all things, and by Your will they exist and were created” (Rev. 4:11).3
Today’s Reading:
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Date Read
DAY 118
The Lord With You
“So David made the fortress his home, and he called it the City of David.
He built additional fortifications around the city, starting at the Millo
and working inward. And David became more and more powerful,
because the LORD God Almighty was with him” –2 Samuel 5:9, 10,
NLT.
Thirteen is considered an unlucky number. It’s also the number of rebellion
and hard times. Office buildings don’t have a 13th floor and some are too
superstitious to use it.
David was chased by Saul for thirteen years. That’s a long time to sleep on
the ground and fear for your life. That’s a long time to be away from your home
and family. What kept David going? Young David knew God had anointed him
king over God’s people. He knew God was with him and God was protecting
Him. Lord, help me see Your plan in my life.
Saul was killed by the Philistines and the tribe of Judah crowned David as
their king. For over seven years, David ruled over just one of the 12 tribes of
Israel. He knew God wanted him to be king over all Israel. It took patience for
David to wait God’s timing.
Finally, when David was 37 years old, he became king over all the tribes; he
ruled all Israel. One of the first things he did was to capture Jerusalem and make
it his capital city. David built his palace on a cliff overlooking the Kidron
Valley, calling it the City of David. Immediately, David fortified the walls. To
have a powerful kingdom, David needed a secure stronghold. He found that
place on the top of Mount Zion and Mount Moriah; Jerusalem, the Eternal City.
Saul was not able to solidify the kingdom and rally the nation to his
leadership because Saul didn’t seek the Lord. Even though God had chosen Saul,
the stubborn king hadn’t chosen to follow the Lord. There was a character flaw
in Saul that which he should have done, but Saul left undone. That which he
shouldn’t do, Saul did. God, help me do what I should do, and keep me from
what I shouldn’t do.
“The LORD God Almighty was with him (David)” (2 Sam. 5:10, NLT). The
name Almighty also appears in some translations as The Lord of Host. It is the
Hebrew word Sabbaoth¸ which means host, or the armies of Heaven. God is
Lord of the fighting armies of Heaven, or the army of angels. When David was
running for his life, he knew God was on his side. He knew God had enough
warriors to win a battle against Saul and his warriors. David didn’t have to worry
because he trusted God. All David had to worry about was timing. In God’s
time, David would become king. Are you worried today about stress and a battle
you’re fighting? Are you looking to money, or friends, or your position to help
you with this battle? Look beyond them to God. He has fighting angels who will
fight for you. But you must learn the lesson of timing. The Lord of Host was on
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David’s side, but David had to wait 13 years to become king. You may have to
wait before God gives you a victory. Lord, teach me patience.
Why was David patient? “David knew that the Lord of Host had set him
over all Israel and increased his power for the sake of the people” (2 Sam. 5:12,
author’s translation). It’s difficult to suffer persecution when you don’t know
why you’re suffering. Pain without any purpose is just plain agony. Just as a
mother can go through labor pains because of the prospect of new life she’s
giving birth to, so David endured the suffering of 13 years because he knew what
he could do for the people. “For his people: Israel’s sake.” Lord, help me see
Your reason behind my troubles.
The secret to a prosperous life is the presence of God in your life. “The Lord
God of host was wit David.” Do you want the Lord with you, as He was with
David? Of course you do! The secret to getting God’s presence is to carefully
obey God’s commands. “And David did so, as the LORD commanded him” (2
Sam. 5:25). If you have a heart that will seek the Lord, and if you have a heart
that tries to aggressively obey the Lord, then you can get the presence of God in
your life. Lord, I will obey your commands because I want Your presence in my
life.
Be careful of getting your heart’s desire. You may immediately be attacked
by your enemy. As soon as David became king over all Israel, he captured
Jerusalem. It was a life-long goal. But David didn’t have time to rest in his city,
nor did he get an opportunity to enjoy his consolidated kingdom. “Now when
the Philistines heard that they had anointed David king over Israel, all the
Philistines went up to search for David” (2 Sam. 5:17). Sometimes when we get
a great answer to prayer, the enemy will immediately counteract, even before we
get an opportunity to enjoy what we got from God. So we need to realize life is a
continual struggle until we get to Heaven. We will go from battle to battle, so
let’s plan to make the trip from victory to victory. Lord, prepare me for my next
battle, and give me victory again.
Scripture Reading: 2 Samuel 1-5
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Date Read
CHAPTER 119
Wrongly Touching God
“Uzzah put out his hand to touch the ark of God, but the Lord’s anger
blazed out against Uzzah, and God struck him dead on the spot” –2
Samuel 6:6, 7, Author’s Translation.
Have you ever tried to do something special for God, but your project failed?
Have you ever prayed . . . worked . . . and planned to glorify God, yet you failed?
Even when we are sincere, we can fail when we try to do the right thing in the
wrong way. When we attempt to serve God the wrong way, we will fail.
Therefore, not every attempt to pray to God is successful. Why? Because God
not only wants you to touch Him and experience His presence, God also has
principles that you must follow when pursuing His Daily Presence. Lord, teach
me how to properly pray.
David wanted to bring the ark of God to Jerusalem. This was a worthy goal.
The ark was more than a symbol of the presence of God, the Shekinah-glory
cloud sat upon it. It was God Himself sitting on the ark. So when David wanted
to bring the ark to Jerusalem, he was doing much more, he was bringing God into
the city. David wanted the interactive presence of God in his new capital city. O
Lord, I want Your interactive presence in my life.
But David attempted to do the right thing in the wrong way. Instead of the
Levites carrying the ark on their shoulders as required in the Law, David allowed
Uzzah and Ahio—from the Abinadab family—to accompany the ark along the
dirt road. The ark was loaded on a wagon, like workmen might load household
furniture on a wagon, and pulled by oxen. But don’t be too criticizing of the
people who built a new wagon for the ark of the Lord, they were doing what the
Philistines did when they sent the ark back to Israel. Except the Philistines
allowed milk cows pull the new wagon back to God’s people. Uzzah and his
brother did the best they could, but our best is not enough when it violates God’s
way of doing things. The brothers did it just like the world—even using a new
wagon—but that was not God’s way. Lord, forgive me when I try to serve You
the wrong way.
One more thing they did wrong: the Law required no one to touch the ark,
that’s why the priests put long poles through rings on the corner of the ark to pick
it up. It was only naturally that oxen were not sensitive to their cargo. It was an
honest mistake when Uzzah reached out to steady the ark as the wagon pitched
from side to side. After all, who would want to see the ark of the Lord fall to the
dirt? But Uzzah’s touch was the final massive disobedience in a long string of
subtle transgressions. Lord, help me repent of my small sins before they become
massive.
God struck Uzzah dead on the spot. Instantly! The Bible describes the
judgment, “the anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck
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him there for his error” (2 Sam. 6:7). The original language suggests Uzzah had
a burnt mark on him similar to being burned by a lightning strike.
What’s your response when God punishes you? Are you like David who had
two different responses? First, David was angry (vs. 8). David was embarrassed
that the plans he endorsed didn’t work. Because David lost face in front of his
followers, he was angry. Then almost immediately, David had a second
response, “David was afraid” (vs. 9). When David realized God could have
killed him, just as God judged Uzzah; David was scared. It’s good to be scared
when the right things frighten you. Lord, teach me holy fear.
Because David was doing it the wrong way, he immediately stopped
the process. David was wise enough to not persist when God said “No!”
“So David would not move the ark of the LORD with him into the City
of David; but David took it aside into the house of Obed-Edom the
Gittite” (2 Sam. 6:10). Are you seeking God the wrong way? If so, stop
in your tracks. Don’t keep pushing ahead in the energy of the flesh.
Lord, I will properly wait on You.
The next time David did it the right way. The first time David consulted
with the military leaders and the people (1 Chron. 13:1-4), but the second time he
listened to God’s leaders, i.e., the priest. “David said, ‘No one may carry the ark
of God but the Levites’” (1 Chron. 15:2). Those who carried the ark sanctified
themselves (1 Chron. 15:14). They continually offered blood sacrifice along the
road all the way to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6:13). David led the procession, “Then
David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was wearing a
linen ephod” (2 Sam. 6:14). They shouted praise to God and worshiped the Lord
with music, “So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the
LORD with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet” (2 Sam. 6:15).
Why was David so interested in bringing the ark to Jerusalem? Even though
David displeased the Lord and Uzzah was killed, why did David persist?
Because David knew God blessed the people who had the ark. Wherever the
presence of God dwelt, the blessing of God followed. “Now it was told King
David, saying, ‘The LORD has blessed the house of Obed-Edom and all that
belongs to him, because of the ark of God.’ So David went and brought up the
ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom to the City of David with gladness” (2
Sam. 6:12). Lord, I seek Your presence, not just for Your blessings, but I seek
Your presence for Yourself.
Notice David danced with all his might before the ark. But it was not some
symbolic thing he was doing. It was an emotional display of his devotion to
God. David brought up, “The ark of God the LORD, who dwells between the
cherubim, where His name is proclaimed” (1 Chron. 13:6).
Today’s Reading: 2 Samuel 6:1-11
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DAY 120
You Need Both
“So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tabernacle
that David had erected for it . . . he left Asaph and his brothers there
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD to minister before the ark
regularly, as every day's work required; and Zadok the priest and his
brethren the priests, before the tabernacle of the LORD at the high place
that was at Gibeon” –1 Chronicles 16:1, 37, 39, NLT.
The Tabernacle was the central focus to Israel’s life. When the Shekinah
Glory cloud lifted up from the Ark of the Covenant, Israel packed up the
Tabernacle—a tent—and they followed wherever God led them because His
presence was in the cloud. Wherever the Ark of the Covenant and the Shekinah
Glory cloud went, everyone followed. When camp was pitched for the evening,
the Tabernacle was located at the center. It wasn’t to protect God—for God can
protect Himself—but because all of Israel’s life centered around God. Lord,
make my life center around You.
However, the Tabernacle disappeared when the Philistines defeated Israel in
1 Samuel 4. It was at that time the Philistines captured the Ark and placed it in
Dagon’s Temple. As Israel was defeated, Eli’s grandson was born and named
Ichabod (1 Sam. 4:20-22), meaning, “the glory is departed”. We don’t know if
the Philistines destroyed the Tabernacle, or if the actual tent was hidden during
the life of Samuel and Saul. The Philistines ruled the land of Israel so they didn’t
allow it to be set up publicly. Some teachers believe the Tabernacle was erected
in a large cave out of the Philistines’ sight. What did David do about the
Tabernacle when he became King? David set up the Ark of the Covenant on
Mount Zion, within the walls of Jerusalem. He had the Tabernacle set up at
Gibeon a few miles outside the walls of Jerusalem. David set up “Zadok the
priest and his brethren the priests, before the tabernacle of the LORD at the high
place that was at Gibeon” (1 Chron. 16:39). David knew God’s throne was in the
Mercy Seat on top of the Ark. He knew the presence of God blessed the home of
Obed-Edom and David wanted that blessing for himself and his house. “David
built houses for himself in the City of David; and he prepared a place for the ark
of God, and pitched a tent for it” (1 Chron. 15:1). David had a tent pitched in his
backyard for the Ark. He had God near his home; no wonder the blessing of God
was upon David’s reign. Lord, I want the blessing of Your presence.
The tent in David’s backyard had a special name. It was called “The
Tabernacle of David” (Amos 9:14, Acts 15:16, 17). Isn’t that an unusual name?
The Tabernacle was previously identified as Moses’ Tabernacle. Why? Because
God gave the Tabernacle to Moses, and Moses had it constructed and gave
leadership to worship in the Tabernacle. But in Mount Zion was a different
Tabernacle with David’s name on it.
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David set the Tabernacle in his backyard so everyone could worship God (Ps.
134). But notice what the Scriptures say was the purpose of that Tabernacle.
“After this I will return and will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen
down . . . so that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD. Even all the Gentiles
who are called by My name” (Acts 15:16, 17). God wanted to be close to His
people so they could seek Him . . . praise Him . . . worship Him. God wanted
that intimate fellowship with His people. God, I want it.
David had two Tabernacles so David separated the first tent (The Tabernacle)
for blood redemption from the second on Mount Zion for worship. Do you have
both in your life? A sinner brought a lamb to the Tabernacle in Gibeon because
of his sin. The priest lay his hands on the head of the lamb as a symbol that the
sins were transferred to the lamb. Then the blood of the lamb was shed on the
brazen altar. This was done at the first Tabernacle. Jesus is “The Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). When you confess your sin,
“the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). If you
haven’t asked God to forgive your sin, do it now. Lord, cleanse me of all sin.
After you’ve been cleansed by the blood, you must go to the second tent, i.e.,
Tabernacle in Zion. You go there to worship, to lift up your hands to bless the
Lord (Ps. 134:2). Lord, I lift my hands in worship.
God says He will re-establish worship in the last days. “On that day (Second
Coming) I will raise up the tabernacle of David” (Amos 9:11). This verse doesn’t
mean God will re-construct the tent on Mount Zion. It means the spirit of
worship will be re-established, especially among Gentiles (that’s us). Haven’t
you noticed the abundance of praise/worship music in churches? Haven’t you
sensed a renewed passion to worship in our churches? I haven’t seen it in my
fifty years of ministry. Before Jesus comes, God is giving the church a spirit of
worship that will be poured out after He comes. This new worship movement
tells me two things: (1) We’re in the end times, and (2) God has given us a new a
sweeping movement of praise-worship to prepare us for Christ’s return. Lord, I
gladly worship You.
The Ark stayed in David’s backyard until Solomon built the Temple on
Mount Moriah (inside the city walls). What happened when the Ark was carried
into the Temple? “So all the elders of Israel came, and the Levites took up the
ark. Then they brought up the ark . . . into the inner sanctuary of the temple . . .
the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, so that the priests could not
continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the
house of God” (2 Chron. 5:4, 5, 7, 13, 14). Has that ever happened to you? Have
you ever been praying that the power of the Lord come upon you? Have you
ever had God’s presence to fill your life so that you couldn’t even minister for
God? Oh, God, let it happen to me.
Today’s Reading: 1 Chronicles 16
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DAY 121
Staying Near God’s Presence
“The ark of the LORD remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite
three months. And the LORD blessed Obed-Edom and all his household”
–2 Samuel 6:11.
What motivates you to seek the Lord and serve Him? Is it fear God will
punish you for neglecting Him? No! Millions of unsaved people neglect God
every day. Do we seek the Lord because He commands us to do it? No!
Millions of believers neglect Him every day. So why do some continually seek
God’s presence? Is it memory? Do we remember how wonderful it was to be in
God’s presence and again want His presence? Lord, I remember how good it is
to be in Your presence. I want it again.
Look what happened to Obed-edom. He had God in the living room of his
house, and he never got over it. When the ark was being transported back to
Jerusalem, Uzzah violated God’s command and touched the ark. He was
instantly killed. The Bible says, “David was afraid of the LORD” (v. 9), so he
had the ark kept in the closest house, it was the home of Obed-edom. Can you
imagine having the God-box in your living room? Remember, the ark was a box,
and the presence of God sat on the lid of the box, called the mercy seat. Lord, I
want You in my house.
Every time Obed-edom walked through the living room, he paused. God was
right there in his house. It was easy to worship every morning when God was in
the living room. How do you think the ark influenced the wife and children?
Everyone probably honored the Lord and cleaned up every aspect of their life.
It’ll be difficult to fuss at the wife or yell at the kids when God was in the house.
Do you meet God every morning? Does He come to live in your house and life?
When God’s in your family room, be careful what you watch on television.
Lord, You are in my house, help me recognize Your presence.
God blessed Obed-edom. What does that mean? No one got sick, the cattle
had more calves, and the fields gave a bigger harvest. All because God was in
the living room. What would happen if God lived in your house? Do you think
your paycheck would go farther? Would you get a bonus? Would fewer things
go wrong or get broken? Lord, I want it.
All good things come to an end and finally, the ark was taken to Jerusalem.
What went on in Obed-edom’s house after the box left? Did they sit around and
reminisce about the “good ole days?” Probably. You can’t have God in your life
and not remember it. Once God has entered your living room, you’ll never forget
what He did when He was there. Lord, help me remember the good days of
fellowship with You and help me find them again.
But Obed-edom wanted more. Once you’ve experienced the presence of
God, you’ve got to have it again and again. No one could keep Obed-edom on
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the farm after he had God in his living room. Are you changed by your daily
worship of God? Transform me, Lord!
When the ark arrived in Jerusalem, David instructed Asaph to assemble a
choir to sing worship music to God. Look who ended up in the front row of the
choir, Obed-edom. He wanted to keep on worshipping God, just as he did back
in the living room (1 Chron. 15:16-18). Would you sing in the church choir just
for the opportunity to get close to the presence of God.
Next, a band was formed to praise God. “Singers . . . were to sound the
cymbals of bronze” (1 Chron. 15:19). Who ends up in the band? Obed-edom (v.
21). If God were going to be worshipped with band music, Obed-edom wanted
to play in the band. He couldn’t forget God in the living room.
Next “door keepers” were needed to make sure no one entered the door to the
Holy of Holies. Only the High priest could enter one each year o the Day of
Atonement. Because the presence of God was so important, only the most
responsible people were given the task to guard the door to the Holy of Holies.
Who got the job? Obed-edom (v. 24). He had been close to God in the living
room of his house, now he took the job of guarding the door just so he could be
as close to God’s presence again. Lord, I’ve been close to You and I never want
to lose Your presence.
As they looked around the house of God, it was decided there needed to be
“porters.” “Porters” were janitors who kept things clean. Guess who ended up
with this job also? Obed-edom! When some people have experienced the
presence of God, they will do anything for God, even sweep the floor in church.
Lord, I’ll do anything for You.
If you hate to attend church and never volunteer for jobs in the church, it’s
probably because you’ve never experienced God’s presence in your church.
What would happen if God showed up for church where you could feel Him . . .
experience Him . . . worship Him? If God were in church, you’d do anything and
everything to get close to Him. You’d sing in the choir, usher, or do anything to
get as close to God as possible. If you’d experience God in the sanctuary, you’d
probably work in the nursery, so young parents could experience Him also.
Lord, I want You in my church.
Do you know the secret to getting volunteers for the jobs at your church?
Have everyone experience God in their living rooms at home. Once you’ve
experienced the presence of God, you’d do anything to get it again. Lord, Your
presence is good.
Today’s Reading: 2 Samuel 16:12-23
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God In The Backyard
“Behold, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, who by night
stand in the house of the LORD! Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and
bless the LORD. The LORD who made heaven and earth bless you from
Zion!”—Psalm 134:1-3.
David wanted God close to him, so he set up the ark of the Lord in Mount
Zion right next to his palace. The ark should have been in the Holy of Holies in
the Tabernacle, but David didn’t have it placed there. Why did David separate
them? The ark and the Tabernacle had been separated for eighty years during the
life of both Samuel and Saul. When the Philistines captured the ark, they kept it
for a period of time in Dagon’s Temple. Because God judged the Philistines,
they returned the ark and it was kept first in the house of Abinadab of KirjathJearim. Next it was kept in the house of Obed-Edom. God blessed both houses
because “the LORD remained in the house” (2 Sam. 6:11). Lord, come live in my
house and bless my home.
David probably wasn’t rebelliously separating the ark from the Tabernacle
for a rebellious reason. As a boy growing up near Jerusalem, he had never seen
them together in his lifetime. So, what did David do when he became king?
David “pitched a tent” (1 Chron. 15:1) for the ark. Later, Amos called this tent,
“The Tabernacle of David” (Amos 9:11). Even the New Testament church
recognized David had something special, i.e., “the Tabernacle of David” (Acts
15:16). And what was the purpose of David’s Tabernacle? “That the rest of
mankind may seek the LORD” (Acts 15:17). David wanted a tent in his
backyard where people could come seek the presence of God. Lord, I want Your
presence in my life.
Of all the Psalms David wrote, Psalm 134 best describes people worshipping
God in his backyard. In the night, David looked out to see worshippers
surrounding the ark, i.e., “. . . by night stand in the house of the LORD” (Ps.
134:1). David described the worshippers blessing God out of Zion (Ps. 134:3).
They were in his backyard worshipping God. Lord, I want Your presence close
to me.
How were the people worshipping God? Again, David described them, “Lift
up your hands in the sanctuary” (Ps. 134:2). Many in our contemporary churches
lift hands to worship the Lord, just as they did in David’s time. However, you
don’t have to lift your hands in worship. Some have never lifted their hands and
are uncomfortable with the thought of doing it today. Yet, they love and worship
the Lord as much as those who lift their hands. In fact, some who have never
lifted their hands in worship actually love and worship God more than those who
lift hands. Why? Because it is possible to only lift hands outwardly, without
lifting the inner heart to God. So what’s the answer? “Man looks on the outer
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things like lifted hands, while God looks on the heart.” Lord, help me be sincere
in all my worship to You.
It’s one thing for you to worship God privately, but what about those who see
your worship? What do they get from seeing you worship God? Apparently,
David could look out the windows of his palace at night to see worshippers
surrounding the ark of the Covenant. Could David see the blue Shekinah-glory
cloud above the ark from his window? We don’t know. But when David saw
others worshipping, it motivated David to join them. David wrote a psalm
because of their worship of the Lord. In that psalm David cried out, “Behold,
bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, who by night stand in the house
of the LORD” (Ps. 134:1). Finally, David ended his psalm with a prayer, “The
Lord that created heaven and earth bless you (worshippers) from out of Zion”
(Ps. 134:3, ELT). Lord, may my worship motivate others to greater faith.
Notice two things David did to enhance worship. He placed his good friend
and companion, Asaph, in charge of the tent in his backyard. “So he (David) left
Asaph and his brothers there before the ark of the covenant of the LORD to
minister before the ark regularly, as every day's work required” (1 Chron. 16:37).
In the same way, God gives to our churches, people who can lead worship in
their ministry to God. Lord, thank You for worship leaders. But David knew
that worship wasn’t enough. He also left others to operate the Tabernacle in Mt.
Gibeon (a few miles away) because people need spiritual cleansing that comes
from the blood sacrifices. David left “Zadok also, and all the Levites with him,
bearing the ark of the covenant of God” (2 Sam. 15:24). Why did they serve at
the Tabernacle? “To do according to all that is written in the law of the LORD,
which he commanded Israel” (1 Chron. 16:40). Lord, cleanse me from sin.
Worship is important. So David left Asaph in charge of worship. Asaph was
the priest who stayed with David in the wilderness when Saul was trying to kill
them. Asaph’s life was threatened, just as David’s. The man who stuck with
David as he “walked through the valley of the shadow of death” was the man
David assigned the highest privilege of leading Israel in worship. Those who are
the most faithful are those God elevates to a higher place of leadership. Asaph
got the highest appointment in the land—to lead the nation in worship—because
he could be trusted. Lord, I want to be more effective, so make me more faithful.
Help me to be faithful in worship.
Today’s Reading: Psalm 134
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DAY 123
Eating at the Master’s Table
“Now David said, ‘Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul,
that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?’ And the king called
to Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, ‘I have given to your master's
son all that belonged to Saul . . . You . . . shall work the land for him,
and you shall bring in the harvest, that your master's son may have food
to eat. But Mephibosheth your master’s son shall eat bread at my table
always’” . . . —2 Samuel 9:1, 9-10.
At what place do you most of all like to eat? Is it your wife’s table, your
mother’s table or maybe your favorite restaurant? Think about Mephibosheth; he
got to eat at the king’s table every meal. . . every day. . . for the rest of his life.
Lord, You’re my King. I would like to eat at Your table for the rest of eternity.
This story is more amazing when you realize that Mephibosheth was the
grand son of Saul, King David’s enemy. Saul tried on many occasions to kill
David. Would Mephibosheth also try to kill David? But even more amazingly,
Mephibosheth was heir to the throne where David sat. Mephibosheth should
have had the head seat at the dinner table. Would Mephibosheth lead a palace
insurrection to wrestle the throne from David? When you see Mephibosheth
sitting at David’s table, think of the Scripture, “Where sin abounded, grace
abounded much more” (Rom. 5:20). Lord, I was a slave of sin before I was
saved. Thank You for loving me and making me Your child.
There are a couple more things about Mephibosheth that makes the picture
amazing. He was weak; so weak that Mephibosheth lost his family inheritance
and farm. He was crippled, which meant he couldn’t have worked the farm if he
had it. Then again, who likes cripples around them? It takes a lot of extra energy
to help them get around. And if you had a fancy dinner, you probably would
never invite Mephibosheth for a lot of reason. “But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).
Lord, I don’t deserve to eat at Your table, thank You for making a place for me.
David didn’t give Mephibosheth a hand out or welfare food stamps. David
gave Mephibosheth “all that pertained to Saul”. Instantly, Mephibosheth was a
rich man, wealthier than he probably ever dreamed. He got his grandfather’s
farm, and whatever wealth that belonged to Saul. And with his instant wealth
came instant privilege. Isn’t that what God has done for His children? Isn’t that
what you should be enjoying—Spiritual wealth and spiritual privilege? Are you
enjoying your spiritual privileges? “He who did not spare His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things” (Rom. 8:32). What is your new privilege? “Even when we were dead in
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ . . . and raised us up together, and
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:5-6). Quit
living below the level of your spiritual inheritance. You have all spiritual
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blessings in Christ. Claim them! You’ve been raised to sit with Christ in the
heavenlies, act on your inheritance. Lord, I want all good things You have for me
today.
Mephibosheth’s greatest reward was not good food, it was to sit with the
king. He could enjoy the presence of the king. Mephibosheth could enjoy
everything the king had. The king gets the best food brought to his table, so did
Mephibosheth. Other tables got the “seconds” and “leftovers.” What do you
eat? Mephibosheth could enjoy those who are close to the king, i.e., his
counselors, his cabinet, his family, and he could fellowship with all the best of
Israel. Today, you can sit at the King’s table to enjoy fellowship with other
believers. You have all of Heaven at your disposal. Lord, help me take
advantage of all my advantages.
Around the king’s table are his bodyguards, including a cupbearer and
soldiers. They are pledged to defend the life of the king, so when you sit at the
king’s table, you’re safe. You shouldn’t have a worry in the world, nor should
you fret. You’re as protected as the king. Our King has said to us, “I give unto
you eternal life, and . . . no one shall ever take you out of my hand” (John 10:28,
ELT). Lord, I feel safe near You at Your table.
Today, you’re sitting at the King’s table—privilege galore—but you’ve still
got crippled feet. Your feet drag, they’re weak, and you can’t control them.
Your crippled feet trip you and you still fall a lot. Sometimes you fall when
you’re on the way to see the King and sit at his table. That’s because you still
live in a finite body and you still have an old nature that tempts you to sin. You
sit at the King’s table, but you’re still crippled. You will be unable to walk until
you die. So, do the best you can and drag your old crippled feet from place to
place. Lord, I know I’ve got privileges but I also have some problems. Forgive
the weaknesses of my flesh.
Everyday you get up in the morning with pain because your old crippled feet
hurt so badly. Because your mangled feet embarrass you, you’ll be tempted to
skip a meal with the King. Perhaps you’ll be embarrassed by your crippled feet
and decide to quit going to the King’s table at all. Don’t do that! It was the King
who originally sought you out and it was the King who invited you to His table.
You don’t have the right to stay away. If you stay away from the King’s table,
it’s a slap in His face. You’re making a decision not to fellowship with Him.
Lord, forgive me when I don’t come to Your table.
What happens if you don’t visit the King’s table daily? Nothing! Life at the
table will go on without you. Remember, it’s not your table, it’s the King’s table.
He will always be at His table because it’s prepared for Him. You just happen to
be invited to come on a permanent basis. So when you don’t show up, what
happens? Nothing. The food is still served, the King still eats, and everyone
enjoys the King’s fellowship. But you miss out on everything. What
will
happen if you stay away from the table? Suppose you don’t pray each day, nor
do you feed yourself on the Word of God, what will happen? Suppose you don’t
have your quiet time for several weeks, what happens? One morning you decide
to show up and find out the King was there every day. But you didn’t come. So
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you say, “Lord, I thought you wouldn’t come if I didn’t show up.” Then the
Lord tells you, “I was here because fellowship means as much to Me as it does to
you!” Lord, I’m sorry when I didn’t come to meet with You. Forgive me! I
recommit myself to meet You each day.
Today’s Reading: 2 Samuel 9
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DAY 124
After You Sin
“You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I anointed you
king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. Why have
you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight?’”
–2 Samuel 12:7, 9.
Have you ever sinned? Of course you have. We have all sinned ignorantly,
and sometimes we’ve sinned when we couldn’t help it. But have you sinned with
eyes wide opened? You knew it was wrong and God even convicted you of it
before you sinned; yet you did it anyway. Lord, keep me from presumptuous sins
(Ps. 19:13).
After you sinned, were you as convicted as was David? When confronted,
David immediately cried, “I have sinned against the LORD” (2 Sam. 12:13).
Notice how deep was David’s repentance. David did more than confess it
publicly, and David did more than acknowledge his guilt. David realized his sin
was against God. A holy God wants us to live holy lives, so the worst thing
David did was “to sin against God.” Lord, may I have Your presence so real in
my life that I will not sin against You?
David sinned against many people. He sinned against Bathsheba when he
committed adultery with her, making her break her marriage vow. David sinned
against Uriah when he arranged for his death. David sinned against the people of
Israel who expected their king to be an example of the Law. But most of all,
David sinned against God. He confessed, “Against You, You only, have I
sinned, and done this evil in Your sight” (Ps. 51:4). Did you notice the phrase,
“Your sight? God knows the intent of our heart. Lord, I realize my sin is against
You, forgive me.
What did you do when you grievously sinned? “David therefore pleaded
with God . . . David fasted . . . and lay all night on the ground” (2 Sam. 12:16).
When you’ve lost the presence of God in your life, you’ve lost everything.
David immediately began searching for his lost communion with God.
Sometimes when you hurt so bad, you can’t eat. David turned his back on food
for seven days. He wanted to eat at God’s table again, “Oh, taste and see that the
LORD is good” (Ps. 34:8). God, I’m hungry.
David fasted for seven days. Listen to his cry, “Do not cast me away from
Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me” (Ps. 51:11). The
thing that scared David the most was losing God. You probably haven’t
murdered someone, or sinned as deeply as David, but any sin is threatening
because it offends God. When you sin against a spouse, or friend, or parent; you
break your relationship to them. And until you restore relationship with them,
you can’t have a normal life.
David prayed for restoration, “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
Your loving-kindness; according to the multitude of Your tender mercies, blot
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\His Daily Presence to be appended\126
CHAPTER 124.doc

out my transgressions” (Ps. 51:1). Did you see how God’s mercies were
described? The mercy of God is “tender” and He has a “multitude” of them.
Lord, in tender mercy forgive me.
David wanted to be cleansed. “Purge me . . . I shall be clean; wash me, and I
shall be whiter than snow” (Ps. 51:7). Do you feel dirty because you’ve failed
God? Lord, I want to be clean.
David wanted to be restored. “Make me hear joy and gladness, that the
bones You have broken may rejoice” (Ps. 51:8). No one wants to be miserable,
and a child of God doesn’t want to be crushed by sin. David prayed, “Restore to
me the joy of Your salvation” (Ps. 51:12). He knew the happiness of walking
with God, and David wanted that assurance again. Lord, I want to be happy.
David wanted to be used by the Lord again. As king, he had lead the people
in praise. But how could a sinning leader offer worship to God? God wants
worship from His people, and God comes to dwell in the people’s worship. “You
are holy, enthroned in the praises of Israel” (Ps. 22:3). And David was cut off
from God’s presence because of his sin. But now David has confessed an David
is restored. What does the king want? David wants to lead the people in
worship. “O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Your praise”
(Ps. 51:15). Have you sinned? Have you gotten forgiveness? Are you ready to
worship God again? O Lord, I praise You for Your faithfulness in punishment
and I praise You for Your faithfulness in restoration.
When you lose the presence of God in your life, how do you get it back? It’s
not just the words of this psalm that gets you restored to God, it’s your heart.
“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart—These,
O God, You will not despise” (Ps. 51:17). O Lord, see the sincerity of my heart,
forgive my sin; and restore Your presence to my life.
Today’s Reading: 2 Samuel 12
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Not Seeing the King’s Face
“And Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, but did not see the
king’s face” —2 Samuel 14:28.
There are a lot of Christians like Absalom. They are sons of the King of
Kings, but they never enjoy the presence of the King. Some of these Christians
go to church but they don’t have a regular face-to-face meeting with God. Some
of these Christians even have the private time of prayer and Bible study each day,
but they don’t experience intimacy with God. They don’t experience His Daily
Presence. If you have difficulty finding God’s presence, pray: O Lord, I can’t
find Your Daily Presence; reveal Yourself to me.
Why had Absalom lost his access to the king’s presence? He had broken the
laws of God, he murdered his brother, Amnon. The story is complicated because
it involves family sin and the story is entwined with many lives. David the father
committed adultery with Bathsheba, then David arranged for the murder of
Bathsheba’s husband. God promised judgment on David’s family for his sin.
First, Amnon a son of David, raped his sister, Tamar. Another brother Absalom
was outraged that nothing was done to Amnon. So Absalom takes matters into
his own hands. Absalom arranged a special dinner for Amnon, where he was
assassinated. David was finally outraged and the father finally did something.
Absalom fled the city of Jerusalem and stayed away two years. Sin tore this
family apart. Lord, deliver me from destructive sin.
Finally, David sent word to his son Absalom that he could return to
Jerusalem, but David said, “do not let him see my face” (2 Sam. 14:24). Sin
continued to keep this family in turmoil. Sin will do the same thing to you; it
will disrupt your life and keep you from seeing the face of the King. When you
seek God’s face, but you can’t seem to experience His presence, there is probably
sin in your life. It’s maybe a past sin that you haven’t dealt with, or a present sin
in your life that you’re blinded to, or a future sin you plan to do. Whatever the
problem, God knows your thoughts. He knows any intricate plan to sin that
you’re hatching. Don’t you realize He knows? Why would God meet with you
when there is transgression in your heart? The psalmist tells us, “Search me, O
God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; and see if there is any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Ps. 139:23, 24).
It looks like David is hard-hearted because he won’t let his son Absalom see
his face. But look carefully at the details. All the time Absalom was waiting to
see the king, the son was planning the overthrow of his father. Absalom met
those at the palace gate that the king wouldn’t see; and gave them what they
wanted. Absalom gathered to himself all those who were dissatisfied with David.
Slowly Absalom was building an alliance to overthrow David’s government and
install himself as king. He gathered some wise men to form a cabinet and got the
army’s support. Then Absalom sent a military convey throughout the kingdom
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to proclaim himself a king. David was paying a dear price for his son with
Bathsheba. It was costing him the kingdom. Lord, sin is so subtle, keep me from
its deception.
David had to escape across Jordan for his life. He let his son Absalom return
to Jerusalem and within two years Absalom took over the city. That’s what sin
does to us. We allow it to enter a small corner of our life, and before we realize
what happened; sin takes over. We come under its domination. What made this
domination so gut wrenching? Absalom had David’s blood flowing in his veins.
Absalom was David’s son. David had fathered Absalom, and raised him to
manhood. Isn’t that the way with some of our pet sins? We bring sin into
existence with a thought, or a touch, or a sight. We don’t “nip sin in the bud,”
but let it grow thinking, “It’s small.” Ultimately, we become drunk with the sin
that only began with a taste. Lord, I want to taste and see that You are good.
Absalom’s army chased David into the wilderness. When the two armies
fought, a chance-incident happened (are there coincidences with God?).
Absalom’s long hair was caught in an oak tree and his mule ran out from under
him. Absalom was left dangling in the air. Joab, David’s general, shot three
arrows through his heart. Even though David told his army to be gentle with
Absalom, there is only one way to deal with sin and rebellion. It must die. Joab
was right and David was wrong. David the father would have continued
cuddling the prodigal rebel. But all sin has to die. If God the Father put all sin to
death in His Son Jesus, then David was wrong to cherish his rebellious son.
When the Scriptures tell us, “Put to death the deeds of the body” (Rom. 8:13), we
should realize that “death” is God’s way of handling sin. O God, I put my sins
under the blood.
When Paul said, “I die daily,” he meant for us to deal harshly with our sin.
Maybe it’s the small sin in your life that keeps you blinded. Like Absalom that
lived in Jerusalem but didn’t see the face of the king, you live in the church, but
you haven’t met the Lord face-to-face. Maybe you will see the King’s face when
you deal with your small sins. Get rid of the attitudes that keep you from the face
of the King. Lord, I will see Your face.
Today’s Reading: 2 Samuel 14
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Relationship To God
“The LORD is my shepherd . . . . He lets me rest in green meadows; he
leads me beside peaceful streams”—Psalm 23:1, 2, NLT.

Christianity is relationship to God.
It is a relationship between you and God. First, you must relate to God in
salvation. You became a child of God by faith when you accepted Christ as your
Savior. “All who received Him (Christ), He gave the right to become children of
God.” All they needed to do was, “Trust Him” (John 1:12, LB). As a result,
“Now we are children of God” (1 John 3:2). Your faith-journey demands a daily
relationship between you and the Lord.
But there is a second relationship when God comes to us and touches us.
Jesus promised that, “My Father and I will come to (you) and live with (you)”
(John 14:23, TEV). While the Holy Spirit is not specifically included in that
promise, Jesus later included the Holy Spirit in a relationship to us when He said,
“I will send you the Comforter—the Holy Spirit . . . He will come to you from
the Father” (John 15:26, LB).
David developed a personal relationship with God, perhaps better than
anyone before him. As a boy watching sheep, David communed with God. He
prayed, “May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be pleasing to
you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer” (Ps. 19:14, NLT).
David saw himself as a sheep, and God was his Shepherd, “The Lord is my
shepherd” (Ps. 23:1, KJV). David did not call God just a shepherd, or one like a
shepherd; but God was his personal Shepherd, “My Shepherd.” David looked to
the Lord for guidance, protection, food, medical help, and rest. David wanted
God to do all these things for him that he did for his sheep. If you have an
intimate relationship with God, He will do these things for you. Lord, let me get
close to you.
David wanted his Shepherd to guide him to a place of food and rest, “He lets
me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams” (Ps. 23:2, NLT).
Because a shepherd loves his sheep, he finds green grass for them to eat, and he
leads them “beside” still waters.
The “peaceful streams” pictures our daily quiet time with God. This may be
in our bedroom, den, or in the solitude of our car as we drive to work. When we
read the Word of God and fellowship with God, it’s like drinking refreshing
water. When we talk to God in prayer, it’s a time of rejuvenation. We get
spiritual strength for our faith-journey at peaceful streams. Have you been there
to get your spiritual energy?
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Notice the word “beside.” The Shepherd doesn’t leave you at peaceful
streams to lie down for the rest of the day, or the rest of your life. No! The word
“beside” suggests a temporary pause for refreshment, then the Shepherd leads us
away on your faith-journey. You can’t stay in your quiet time with God all day,
every day. You’re not a monk, you have a job and the family needs you. You
have many cares in this world that need your attention, so the Shepherd leads you
away to get things done. But make sure you drink some refreshing water before
traveling on. Lord, I enjoy my daily fellowship with you.
The Shepherd directs, “He guides me along right paths” (Ps. 23:3, NLT).
There are dangerous cliffs ahead, but the Shepherd leads you safely to safety.
There are snakes, and poisonous grasses, and predators, and valleys where you
can get lost. There is a right path for your today. Let the Shepherd lead you to it,
then let Him guide you on your faith-journey.
The Shepherd has a rod and staff to keep you safe. The rod is a club to
protect you from predators. Remember the devil is a roaring lion that stalks you
to eat you up. And the Shepherd’s staff is for guidance to point the way. If you
fall into a pit, He’ll use the staff to lift you out. Do you feel His presence?
Your Shepherd will lead you through “the dark valleys of death” (Ps. 23:4,
NLT), so don’t be afraid. You can get killed in the mountains, but He will guide
you to safety. There are box canyons, but He will guide you out safety. Did you
see the word “through”? The Shepherd will not leave you in the valley of death;
He’ll take you through to the other side. How do you know? Because David
said of the Lord, “You are close beside me” (Ps. 23:4, NLT).
What’s on the other side? A feast! The Lord leads us through dangers to a
delightful banquet on the other side of the mountains. It’s there the Lord will
anoint your head with oil. This has a two-fold meaning. Since oil is a healing
balm, the shepherd pours oil into the wounds of his sheep. Oil feels good and it
heals. But there’s a second picture of anointing with oil; it was poured on the
head of dignitaries to honor them. Oil was a picture of respect and acceptance.
When your Shepherd finally gets you home, He’ll honor you at His feast. Lord,
I’m hungry!
You get “seconds” at the banquet table because there’s lots of food. Also,
there’s a special drink, “My cup overflows with blessings” (Ps. 23:5, NLT). Not
just any cup, but “my” cup. Do you have a certain cup you like more than any
other? Most of us do. Today it might be called the “bottomless coffee cup.” In
the same sense, your cup will overflow with blessings. Lord, I’m thirsty!
Where do shepherds and sheep live? On the ground . . . tents . . . bugs . . .
hard . . . and cold. The dream of a shepherd was to sleep in a house that was
warm, protected, and comfortable. A house was everything that a tent wasn’t. If
you have a relationship with your Shepherd/Lord, you’ll have the security of a
heavenly home. “I will live in the house of the LORD forever” (Ps. 23:6).
Notice, this was not just any home, it is the Lord’s house. But it’s more than a
house that the Lord owns; it’s where He dwells. After you’ve had a relationship
2

with the Lord on earth, you’ll have a “forever” relationship with Him in Heaven.
Lord, I’m comfortable.
Today’s Reading: Psalm 23
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Date Read
DAY 127
Getting Started Right
“At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and
God said, ‘Ask! What shall I give you?’ And Solomon said: ‘ . . . give to
Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people . . .’” —1
Kings 3:5, 6, 9
When Solomon became King, the Lord appeared to him at night telling the
new King to pray and ask for anything. What a great unlimited challenge.
Solomon could ask for anything. Isn’t that the same promise that Jesus has
offered us, “whatever you ask in My name, that I will do” (John 14:13). We can
have anything by simply asking for that which is in the will of God. Lord, teach
me what to pray.
You can’t ask God to bless your sin, nor can you pray for anything outside
the will of God. God noted Solomon had “not asked long life for yourself, nor
have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies” (1 Kings
3:11). Most of us are self-driven—looking out for number one—but Solomon
didn’t pray for selfish things. He prayed for an ability to do what God called him
to do. He prayed for wisdom to properly lead God’s people. God had put him in
his office, now Solomon needed wisdom to do a good job. Lord, make me wise
to serve You better.
How did God respond to Solomon’s request? “The speech pleased the
LORD, that Solomon had asked this thing” (v. 10). God is happy when our
prayer requests center on what God can and wants to do. He’s pleased when our
request magnifies His glory. God’s first priority was not giving money to
Solomon or to you. Also, keeping you healthy and alive is not God’s first
priority. God is more interested in your character, than what you do. God is
more interested in who you are than He is in what you do. When Solomon asked
for wisdom, the young King was asking for a godly quality of life. For God is
all-wise and when you ask for wisdom, you’re asking to be like God. Lord, make
me smart enough to know I need more wisdom.
How do we know God answered Solomon’s prayer? A live baby was
brought before Solomon with two women claiming to be it’s mother. The story
is well known. One woman rolled on her baby in the night, killing it, and traded
her baby’s lifeless body for a live one from another woman in the house.
Solomon asked for the sword and commanded the baby to be cut in half and a
part given to each woman. One woman agreed; the other woman didn’t want the
baby harmed. Solomon told everyone that the woman who didn’t want the baby
hurt was the real mother and gave the baby back to her. “And all Israel heard of
the judgment which the king had rendered; and they feared the king, for they saw
that the wisdom of God was in him” (1 Kings 3:28). When God gives you
wisdom, other people recognize it. Lord, may I glorify You with wisdom.
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Wisdom is based on knowledge. The theme of Proverbs is, “Learn
knowledge so you can become wise.” So to get wisdom, study long and hard
because wise decisions are based on good facts and enough facts. But just
learning facts will not make you wise; knowing a lot of facts makes you an
egghead. Wisdom is the proper application of all the knowledge to live for the
glory of God. So you become wise when you attempt to live a good life based on
the facts that you know. Lord, help me properly live by the facts I know.
If you want godly wisdom, you must begin by learning the Scripture, i.e., the
source of knowing God. Read the Scriptures each day. Memorize God’s Word
by hiding it in your heart (Ps. 119:11). Meditate on the Scriptures to become like
God and attempt to apply them to every part of your life. Pray for God’s help.
Notice how Solomon prayed, “You have made Your servant king . . . but I am a
little child; I do not know how to go out or come in” (1 Kings 3:7). Solomon
confessed his lack of knowledge. Have you done that, or are you proud of your
insights? Then Solomon prayed, “Give to Your servant an understanding heart”
(1 Kings 3:9). Doesn’t his attitude tell you why he became so wise? When given
this choice, Solomon first chose wisdom. Then he continued praying for wisdom
to rule the kingdom. There seems to be a passion in Solomon to have God’s
wisdom controlling his life. Lord, give me wisdom beyond my present ability and
may others realize it came from You.
Solomon knew he had a gigantic task in life that was too big for him to do.
That’s why Solomon knew he needed help. “And Your servant is in the midst of
Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be
numbered or counted” (1 Kings 3:8). He needed wisdom because the people
were God’s people; therefore Solomon needed God’s wisdom. Do you have a
job that is God’s job? Then you need God’s wisdom. Do you have a job that’s
too big for you to do? Then you need to rise above your limitations. You need
God’s help. What can you pray? “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of
God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him”
(James 1:5). Help Lord, I need wisdom.
Today’s Reading: 1 Kings 1-3
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How Can You Get Ready To Pray?
“Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all
the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven” –1
Kings 8:22.
Have you ever prayed but felt you were not getting through to God? Do your
prayers seem to bounce back to you from the ceiling of your room? What can
you do? Remember, the outer body triggers the inner soul. You can do what
Solomon did. When Solomon went before the Lord to dedicate the Temple, it
was the most important prayer of his life. Only once would the great Temple be
dedicated, and Solomon had to make sure God’s presence was to hear his prayer.
What did he do? He “Spread forth his hands towards heaven.” Lord, I lift my
hands to You.
Every Sunday I take my children and grandchildren out to lunch after church.
One Sunday I went into the restaurant, to find more people waiting in the lobby
than there were tables for them to sit. I was concerned about getting my family
to the table that we had reserved. I didn’t want to have to wait an hour. Because
the lobby was packed, shoulder-to-shoulder, I had difficulty getting to the hostess
to check if my table was ready. Then I felt a tug on my pants, and looked down
to see my 3-year old grandson, surrounded by knees and ladies’ purses. He had
called me, but I didn’t hear him, just like I call on God but it seems the Lord
doesn’t hear me. So, my grandson pushed through the crowd, tugged on my
pants, and held both hands up. He wanted to be lifted up above the rude crowd’s
disregard. I immediately reached down to those outstretched arms, and picked
him up with a great big hug. His uplifted arms said everything. Lord, I’m lost in
the crowd.
Do you feel big people are stepping on you, blocking your way, and pushing
you around because you feel so small? Are you like my little grandson who gets
lost in a crowd of people and who sees everything at the “pocketbook level”? Do
you ever feel your prayers are ignored by God so that He doesn’t hear you?
Then, lift your hands to the Lord when you pray, tug on His pants to get
attention. Your lifted hands are symbolic of inner desire. It means you’re lifting
up your soul to God. He can’t miss that pleading request. Agree with the
Psalmist, “My hands also I will lift up” (Ps. 119:48). Lord, do You see me down
here?
When David looked into the sanctuary, he saw people at night standing in the
house of the Lord to bless the Lord. He called them, “you servants of the
LORD” (Ps. 134:1). And what did David see them doing, “Lift up your hands in
the sanctuary and bless the LORD” (Ps. 134:2). Because the Father seeks
worship, when you lift up your outward hands, it is a symbol of inner dependence
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. . . of desire . . . of your needy condition. When you lift up your hands to the
Father, it is a symbol of praise . . . of adoration . . . or worship. Lord, I bless You.
What will others think if I lift my hands? That’s not the question you should
ask. Solomon was the leader of the people, and he had gathered the people into
the new Temple for dedication. He put himself on the spot, in front of, “all the
tribes and families of Israel” that were assembling in Jerusalem (1 Kings 8:1).
When Solomon lifted his hands, those far away that couldn’t hear his voice,
could see his heart. Solomon was worshipping of God. When you lift your
hands in prayer, you are not only motioning for God to hear you; you’re also
telling others that you’re not ashamed to worship God. Lord, help me forget
what others are thinking.
Was His prayer effective? Did Solomon get through to God? Yes! Notice
what happened that day. “The priests could not continue their work because the
glorious presence of the LORD filled the Temple” (1 Kings 8:11, NLT). God
came down, He filled the room. When you rightly worship the Lord with all
your heart, God will come to receive your praise. He will not ignore your
outstretched arms. Here are my hands, Lord.
Solomon prayed such a long time that he probably got tired. Have you ever
gotten physically exhausted from being in God’s presence? Solomon began his
prayer by standing, but ended by kneeling. We read, “When Solomon finished
making these prayers and requests to the LORD, he stood up in front of the altar
of the LORD, where he had been kneeling with his hands raised toward heaven”
(1 Kings 8:54). Posture is secondary when you pray, but the outer does reflect
the inner. Whether standing, kneeling, or raising your hands to Heaven; make
sure it’s your heart that is lifted to God. Some think the outward expression of
prayer will get it done, so they kneel, or cross themselves, or fold their hands in
reverence. But prayer is a “face-to-face” encounter with God. It’s talking to
Him. Have you talked to Him lately? Now is a good time as any. Why don’t
you get started now? Lord, see my hands.
Today’s Reading: 1 Kings 8
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Date Read
DAY 129
Early Love
“My lover is mine, and I am his. He feeds among the lilies! Before the
dawn comes and the shadows flee away, come back to me, my love” –
Song of Solomon 2:16, 17, NLB.
When David was King, his sons become apprentices to learn how to work.
Solomon became a shepherd like his father David. While in the field, Solomon
met and fell in love with another young worker. She was not of noble birth; she
was a common field hand. But, it was first love . . . pure love . . . eternal love.
The Song of Solomon tells the compelling love story of the young future king
and a beautiful girl. Suddenly, Solomon was taken away from the farm probably
when his brother Adonijah tried to usurp the throne from his physically weak and
aging father, David.
Many Christian leaders see a parallel in this story to our relationship with
Christ, i.e., Solomon is a type of Christ and the girl is a fore shadow of the
church. Jesus loved us and gave us salvation. In return, we pledge our devotion
to Him. But Jesus was taken away from us. Figuratively, Christ returned to the
palace of heaven preparing to come back for us. Lord, I love You and know You
will come back for me.
The young girl was tormented while Solomon was away. Her dreams
tormented her. “By night on my bed I sought the one I love; I sought him, but I
did not find him” (Song 3:1). Her family tormented her with sarcasm, “We have
a little sister too young for breasts” (Song 8:8, NLT). They continued to tease
her, “What will we do if someone asks to marry her?” (Song 8:8, NLT)
Lonesomeness can be difficult because of what you do to yourself and because of
what people to say to you. Lord, I yearn for You to come.
But we shouldn’t be lonesome, nor should we get discouraged. We know
that Christ has gone to heaven and we know He will come back for us. He
promised, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you
to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:3). In the same way
the young woman in the Song of Solomon had to wait for her lover. But people
mocked her, saying, “You’re just a farm girl, do you think the King will come
back to marry you?” Rather that comforting the young girl in her loneliness, they
asked, “Where has your beloved gone, O fairest among women? Where has your
beloved turned aside” (Song 6:1). Lord, I will not listen to critics.
There are other problems while Solomon was gone. The young woman cried
out, “Do not look upon me, because I am dark, because the sun has tanned me.
My mother's sons were angry with me; they made me the keeper of the
vineyards” (Song 1:6). This analogy is a picture of those who not only mock us
now that Christ is gone, or those who actually persecute us. Lord, I will endure
because I know You’re coming back.
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Unfulfilled love will poison your life, for it will destroy your hope. The
young woman cried out in anguish, “love is as strong as death, jealousy as cruel
as the grave” (Song 8:6). She didn’t want to live without the tender embrace of
Solomon. In an analogy, we miss our Lord. Even though Jesus is taken from us
into heaven, we have Him in our hearts (Eph. 3:17) and He is with us everywhere
(Matt. 28:20). We know His love letters to us in the Word, and we can talk to
Him in prayer. That’s wonderful because Jesus promised, “you in Me, and I in
you” (John 14:20). Lord, I love Your presence, but I look forward to Your
return.
Love has two great surges, like high tide and low tide of the ocean. The first
surge is love unfulfilled, a gnawing hunger and ache in the soul. When you love
someone and can’t have them, all of your passions surge to the surface. The first
view of the Song of Solomon is the story of unfulfilled love. Lord, I love You so
much.
But the second picture is the surge of an opposite tide, i.e., fulfilled love. “I
am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you” (John 14:21). Solomon describes
the physical intimacies of marriage to suggest we can have union and
communion with our Lord. Lord, I want to be one with You.
There’s a majestic picture of King Solomon’s return to claim the farm girl as
his bride. Solomon’s chariot comes triumphantly to the country location for her.
“Who is this coming out of the wilderness” (Song 3:6). An impressive army is
with him, “With sixty valiant men around . . . They all hold swords” (Song 3:7,
8). The other women working in the field yell out in excitement, “Go forth, O
daughters of Zion, and see King Solomon with the crown” (Song 3:11). That’s
the picture of our Lord’s return. Jesus shall come back triumphantly with a
crown upon His head. When He comes back, the scoffers will be proven wrong.
But most of all, He’s coming for you and me. Even so, come Lord Jesus.
Today’s Reading: Song of Solomon 1-8
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Date Read
DAY 130
Getting Smart God’s Way
“Through these proverbs, people will receive instruction in discipline,
good conduct, and doing what is right, just, and fair. These proverbs will
make the simpleminded clever. They will give knowledge and purpose to
young people” –Proverbs 1:3, 4, NLT.
Solomon wrote the book of Proverbs as a middle-aged adult. When Solomon
was a young man, God told him, “Ask! What shall I give you” (2 Chron. 1:7).
So he said, “Now give me wisdom and knowledge” (2 Chron. 1:10). How did
God answer? “And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great
understanding, and largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore. Thus
Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the men of the East and all the
wisdom of Egypt” (1 Kgs. 4:29, 30). Lord, make me wise.
The book of Proverbs gives practical coaching in how to live. It tells how to
get along with people, how to handle your money, how to get ahead in life, and
how to stay out of trouble. If you will read and live by the principles in Proverbs,
you’ll have a successful life. Lord, I want to succeed.
Solomon’s wisdom is described, “He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his
songs were one thousand and five” (1 Kgs. 4:32). This includes the book of
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Song of Solomon, and at least two Psalms. Solomon
prayed for wisdom and got it. What are you praying for? Lord, open my mind to
help me learn.
A proverb is a pithy statement that reflects the way we should live. They are
written in quotable statements that are easy to remember. Each proverb should
have our thoughtful considerations and we should carefully follow its guideline.
Together, the Proverbs show that God is directly concerned with every detail in
our lives. Lord, help me to be faithful in the little things.
The book of Proverbs contains 17 lessons, each beginning with “my son” or
“you children”. Solomon’s two great contrasts are wisdom verses folly, and the
virtuous woman verses the sinful (temptress) woman. After reading Proverbs,
you should know both what to do and what not to do. Lord, help me know the
differences between the two and help me to do right.
Notice what is not found in the Proverbs. We do not find direct statements
by God or from God, i.e., “thus saith the Lord”. There are no miracles, nor does
the book contain direct messages about salvation. There are no prophecies; yet it
is the Word of God. Paul wrote, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2
Tim. 3:16). He was referring to the all of the Old Testament, including Proverbs.
Inspiration means “God breathed”, the words of Proverbs have God’s breath in
them, reflecting what Peter said, “holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). Inspiration means two things to you: (1) The
words are accurate so you can trust their truthfulness (the principles of Proverbs
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will successfully work), and (2) the words have God’s Spirit or God’s presence in
them (God can speak to you through the Proverbs). Lord, speak to me through
the Proverbs so I can live successfully for You.
The word “proverb” comes from the Hebrew word Mishial, which means, “to
rule or govern”. Since Solomon was a successful ruler, we can see why he wrote
a book about ruling. But you say that you’re not a leader or ruler, how does the
book of Proverbs apply to you? The answer is easy; a person must rule himself
before he can rule others. Self-control is the first step to success in any or every
part of life. Proverbs will give you principles to govern yourself and these
principles will work. In the world, a lot of “prosperity” writers will tell you how
to get to the top, but their suggestions don’t always work, because they don’t
look at life from God’s perspective. God’s principles always work because He
who created the first man knows you and understands life. God’s spirit wrote the
book of Proverbs through Solomon to help you build a successful life. Lord,
keep me from making mistakes.
The key words to Proverbs are knowledge and wisdom. The first word,
knowledge, is learning facts and data. The second word, wisdom, is knowing
how to understand and apply the data you acquire. Therefore, the theme of
Proverbs is, “Get knowledge so you can have wisdom.” To put that phrase in
everyday language, “Learn as much facts as possible, so you can understand life
and live by proper principles.” Lord, make me smart and teach me how to use
what I know.
The book of Proverbs is not primarily about spirituality and knowing God
intimately. It’s about common sense and practical living. However, the two
ideas go together. If you’re going to be spiritual, then you must have a good
common sense approach to life. If not, you’ll be so heavily minded you’ll be of
no earthly good. Lord, make me both spiritual and practical. And if you’re
practical according to the book of Proverbs, you’ll have a good foundation to
enjoy His Daily Presence. Lord, I need You.
Today’s Reading: Proverbs 1-2
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Date Read
DAY 131
When It’s Not Worth It
“Pointless, pointless, everything is vanity and meaningless. Generations
come and generations go, but everything stays the same. The wind blows
from the south, then the north, but always the wind keeps blowing.
Rivers run into the sea, but the ocean is not full, and the rivers keep on
flowing. What has been in the past, will happen in the future, and what
has been done is what will be done, there is nothing new under the sun”
–Ecclesiastes 1:2, 6, 7, 9, Author’s Translation.
Remember Solomon is the one who prayed for wisdom and God gave it to
him. He was recognized as the wisest man on Earth. Yet, in this book of
Ecclesiastes, we see a bitter old man who is sour about life. What happened to
him? As a young man, he wrote Song of Solomon to describe his pure love for
his first wife. As a middle-aged man, Solomon wrote Proverbs that demonstrate
his wisdom. But as an old man who turned from God and married many women,
Solomon didn’t find satisfaction but became a pessimist and cynic. Ecclesiastes
says that everything outside of God in life is vanity and nothing is worthwhile.
Lord, may I find my satisfaction in You.
Solomon said, “I the preacher was King over Jerusalem. I gave all my
energies to get wisdom about everything that is done under Heaven. I have seen
everything that is done under the sun, and it is all vanity” (Ecc. 1:12, author’s
translation). Lord, keep me optimistic. What was Solomon’s conclusion about
his wisdom, “For in much wisdom is much grief, and he who increases
knowledge increases sorrow” (Ecc. 1:18). Lord, keep me from every being that is
bitter and cranky.
Of course, Solomon was wrong. It is not the ignorant people in life who
don’t have any problems. Ignorance is not bliss. When you understand the
world that God has created and how He runs it, then you can have a better life if
you live according to what God teaches. Solomon didn’t get into problems
during his youth. His problems came from his mid-life neglect of God and his
old-age rebellion of God. Notice what happened. “But King Solomon loved
many foreign women” (1 Kings 1:11). What was wrong with this? These
women were “from the nations of whom the LORD had said . . . ‘You shall not
intermarry with them’” (1 Kings 11:2). What did they do to him? “For it was so,
when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his
heart was not loyal to the LORD his God” (v. 4). So Solomon compromised the
standards and hardened his heart. Lord, keep my heart soft toward You.
Next, “Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after
Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites” (v. 5). Solomon worshiped false
gods. Finally, Solomon “did evil in the sight of the LORD” (v. 6). The
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downward cycle was complete. Solomon, who began as a young man who
prayed for wisdom, ended his life in open sin. Lord, keep me close to You.
How did a godly young man who prayed for wisdom and built the beautiful
“Solomon’s Temple” fall so far? What started the fall? It is said, a man falls at
his strength, not his weakness. Abraham, the man of faith, lied about his wife in
unbelief. Moses, the meekest man on earth struck the rock in prideful arrogance.
Elijah, the bold prophet, ran as a coward when Jezebel threatened to kill him.
Now look at Solomon, the wisest man on earth, marrying 700 wives and 300
concubines. That’s not wisdom, that’s stupidity! Lord, keep me from sinning
against You.
Why do people fall at their strength? Perhaps they trust in their own ability,
thinking they have become strong in their own might. It’s ego or pride, but it can
lead to a downfall. “Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). That’s God’s warning to us. But God does more than warn
us. God gives us a way of escape, “No temptation has overtaken you except such
as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of
escape, that you may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). Lord, help me escape the
weakness of my strength.
But even Solomon in this frustrating book of Ecclesiastes comes to a positive
conclusion. “Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man’s all” (Ecc.
12:13). After all is considered vanity and pointless, Solomon tells us to maintain
a godly fear because, “God will bring every work into judgment . . . whether
good or evil” (Ecc. 12:14). Lord, I fear You and will serve You.
Today’s Reading: Ecclesiastes 1, 12
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Date Read
DAY 132
Denying God From Two Perspectives

“For they also built for themselves high places, sacred pillars, and
wooden images on every high hill and under every green tree. And there
were also perverted persons in the land. They did according to all the
abominations of the nations which the LORD had cast out before the
children of Israel” –1 Kings 14:23, 24. “Jeroboam placed two golden
calves in Bethel and Dan and told his people, ‘You have been going to
Jerusalem long enough. There are your gods.’ Jeroboam set up
Temples and high places to worship. Then he put some of the people into
the position as priest” –1 Kings 12:28, 29, 31, Author’s Translation.
After Solomon died, the Kingdom divided into two nations. Solomon’s son
Rehoboam was guilty of sin and rebellion against God. Rehoboam could have
kept the Kingdom together if he followed God’s commandments, but he was
arrogant and dumb. The elders told him to lighten the tax burdens on the people
and they would follow him gladly. But he followed the young men who advised
him to increase the taxes. Rehoboam said, “my father put a heavy yoke on you, I
will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you
with scourges” (1 Kings 12:11). The ten northern tribes rebelled against his rule.
Rehoboam sent Adoram north to gather taxes and draft workers. The people
killed Adoram. Lord, help me discern good godly advice and then follow it.
Rehoboam reigned over the two southern tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The
greatness of Solomon’s reign and power was gone. Because the line of the
Messiah still came through the family of Judah, the whole nation was called
Judah. The ten northern tribes were called Israel and their ruler was Jeroboam.
As a small kid in Sunday School, I couldn’t keep the names separate because
Rehoboam and Jeroboam sound alike. Then my Sunday School teacher helped
me remember the difference by saying Jeroboam jumped and Rehoboam
remained. Lord, help me learn not to be rebellious like Rehoboam.
Rehoboam, the king of the Southern Kingdom of Judah, didn’t seek God. He
did evil (1 Kings 14:22), erected “ashtroth” (v. 23), and compromised the
people’s worship. Isn’t that how many begin backsliding? They don’t worship
God properly. Then Rehoboam compromised the holiness of the people. “And
there were also perverted persons in the land. They did according to all the
abominations of the nations which the LORD had cast out before the children of
Israel” (v. 24). Lord, I will always worship You in holiness. May I never
compromise my faith.
But the northern kingdom fell into sin for different reasons. King Jeroboam
didn’t have any worship traditions because all the priests were in Jerusalem in the
Southern Kingdom. So Jeroboam appointed his own priest. He violated the
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principle the godly man (1 Kings 12:30). King Jeroboam didn’t have access to
the temple in Jerusalem, so he set up two golden caves in the city of Bethel and
Dan (vs. 28-29) so the people could worship there. He violated the principle of
God’s place. Jeroboam created his own feast days so his people wouldn’t go
south to worship in Jerusalem on Passover and the Day of Atonement. He
violated the principle of godly symbols. Apparently King Jeroboam wanted his
people to worship, but not God’s way. So he created a man-made religion.
Thinking didn’t make any difference how the people worshipped, as long as they
were sincere. But when they violated God’s principles, they angered God (v.
30). That means you can’t worship at a church that violates the principles of
godly worship, godly service, and Bible-obedience. Lord, I will worship
according to Your principles.
Both of these two nations missed God’s blessing. Judah had everything
going for it, i.e., the city of Jerusalem, the Temple, and the Ark where the glory
of God manifested Himself. But Judah was arrogant and sinful. Judah had the
godly line of priest and the biblical feast days, but the nation turned it’s back on
God. Isn’t that like some Christians and some churches that have everything
going for them; but they turn their back on God. Lord, I will be true to You.
The Northern Kingdom had no spiritual tradition, so they invented their own
symbols of worship. Was that because they wanted to serve God? Whatever the
reason, they were wrong. Even if their hearts right and their worship was wrong.
That’s like some Christians today; they say they love God and want to follow
Him, but they violate biblical principles. Then they wonder why God isn’t
blessing them or making His presence manifest to them. They are blinded to
their own spiritual disobedience. Lord, open my eyes and show me how You want
me to worship You, then give me the strength to do it.
There’s no selfish way to worship God. Also, there’s no rebellious way to
worship God. The Christian life is a battle and your mind is the battlefield.
Satan is trying to destroy you and if he can’t defeat you in battle, he’ll get you to
compromise your worship. So be careful how you worship today. Sincerity is
not enough. The enemy is out to get you. If he can’t get you to fall into filthy
sins, then he will get you to compromise your worship. The enemy wants to
keep you from worshipping properly and sincerely, so he’ll use any way to get it
done. Lord, I know I’m in a worship-battle; I will worship You the way You want
me to do it.
Today’s Reading: 1 Kings 12
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DAY 133
Seeking God and Doing Right
“Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the LORD his God, for
he removed the altars of the foreign gods and the high places, and broke
down the sacred pillars and cut down the wooden images. He
commanded Judah to seek the LORD God of their fathers, and to observe
the law and the commandment” –2 Chronicles 14:2-4.
Many observers would not have predicted that Asa would have been a good
king, much less a king that revolted against the sins of his father, Abijah, or his
grandfather, Rehoboam. Notice the Bible’s description of Asa’s grandfather;
“And he (Rehoboam) did evil” (2 Chron. 12:14. Notice the description of Asa’s
father; “And he (Abijah) walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done
before him” (1 Kings 15:3). Most would most expect the young King Asa to be
evil because of, “the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and
fourth generations” (Exod. 20:5). Lord, thank You for grace that brings good
children from the homes of evildoers.
How did Asa become a godly king? One reason was that Asa was four
generations separated from a rebellious great grandfather. Count them:
Generation one was Solomon, two Rehoboam, three Abijah, and now in the
fourth generation Asa turned out godly. Why? God remembered His promise to
put David’s seed in the throne. “Nevertheless for David's sake the LORD his
God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, by setting up his son (Asa) after him and by
establishing Jerusalem” (1 Kings 15:4). God, remember Your promises to bless
me.
Asa began with national reformation. In your case, you must begin with
personal repentance. “Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did his
father David” (1 Kings 15:11). Next, “he (Asa) banished the perverted persons
from the land” (1 Kings 15:12). These were male prostitutes connected to
heathen worship. Third, Asa “removed all the idols that his fathers had made” (1
Kings 15:12). Isn’t this is a wonderful thing that the son of an idol-maker
doesn’t worship them, but destroys them? The fourth and perhaps hardest thing
Asa did was dealing with his grandmother, Maachah. She was the queen mother,
wife to Jeroboam, but she had to go. “Also he (Asa) removed Maachah his
grandmother from being queen mother, because she had made an obscene image
of Asherah. And Asa cut down her obscene image and burned it by the Brook
Kidron” (1 Kings 15:13). Sometimes, the hardest thing you’ll ever do for God is
to go against unsaved relatives who try to influence you to sin. Lord, I will root
out sin from my life.
The deepest root of sin in the nation was Maachah. She was anti-God, just
like her rebellious father, Absalom. She controlled the Kingdom, through her
husband, Jeroboam, and then continued her rebellion against God by controlling
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her son Abijah. Idolatry . . . perverted sex . . . corrupted worship . . . she inspired
them all. But she couldn’t control her grandson Asa. If you’re going to be godly
and influential like Asa, you must get rid of deeply-rooted sin in your life, even
when it’s found in your family. Lord, I admit to deep sin.
Asa was only 20 years old when he became king, just a youth. So he was
probably impetuous and impulsive. Many times, youth act first and ask questions
later. That’s what Asa did. Asa immediately cleansed the nation of religious sin.
He struck first and struck deep, he couldn’t let his grandmother Maachah remain
in office with her evil influence. Lord, I repent now, and I repent deeply.
When Asa was 32 years old, he encountered God, and the reformation king
became the revival king. “Now the Spirit of God came upon Azariah . . . And he
went out to meet Asa” (2 Chron. 15:1, 2). The prophet reinforced what Asa had
done by telling him, “The LORD is with you while you are with Him” (v. 2).
Then Azariah pointed out what Asa needed to do to go to a higher spiritual level.
“If you seek Him, He will be found by you” (v. 2). Isn’t that what you need to
hear? When you seek for God with all your heart, you can find Him. Lord, I’m
searching.
Asa “restored the altar of the LORD that was before the vestibule of the
LORD” (v. 8). This meant he re-established the blood sacrifice for forgiveness
of sins. Next, the people made a covenant “to seek the LORD God . . . with all
their heart” (v. 12). The commitment to this covenant was so great that “whoever
would not seek the LORD God of Israel was to be put to death” (v. 13). The
revival began with the king and flowed down to the common people. If God
revived your heart, to whom would God’s presence flow? Why don’t you seek
His presence for yourself then let His presence flow to others? Lord, I want Your
presence in my life. Fill me! Flow into my family and relatives.
What was the great result of revival? “And there was no war until the thirtyfifth year of the reign of Asa” (v. 19). This is a miraculous turn around, because
“there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his life” (1
Kings 15:6). The nation could prosper under Asa because it didn’t have to spend
its resources on war. The population grew because sons and husbands were not
slaughtered. There was peace for 35 years. Peace came because of revival when
the king and people sought the presence of God. What are the major problems in
your life? They may seem overwhelming, but outward things are not your
greatest problem. Your major challenge in life is your relationship with God. Do
you know Him? Are you searching to experience Him deeper each day? Lord,
I’m looking.
Your problems won’t vanish immediately just because you get right with
God. If you’re a murderer or thief, you still must satisfy justice. If you’re piled
up on a mountain of debt, you still have to satisfy your debtors. But when you
seek God and know Him, you set into motion forces that will point your life in
the right direction. When you seek God, you also determine to do right in every
area of your life. And doing right will eventually straighten out the “wars” in
your life. Lord, I will do right.
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Today’s Reading: 2 Chronicles 14
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DAY 134
Believing What You Ask
“And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As
the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be
dew nor rain these years, except at my word’” –1 Kings 17:1. “The
effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a
man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not
rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months” –
James 5:16-17.
Do you have faith that you will get from God the things you ask? Elijah did!
The Bible describes Elijah as a man with desires like we have—either noble or
questionable desires—yet God answered his prayers. If God answered Elijah,
then perhaps He’ll answer your prayers. Lord, I come praying to You.
Notice how bold Elijah was, he announced to King Ahab what God was
going to do before he did. Elijah predicted, “there shall not be dew nor rain these
years, except at my word” (1 Kings 17:1). Probably Elijah had already prayed to
shut up heaven, now he told the king and anyone else who would listen. Isn’t
that faith? Believing God will answer your prayers before it happens, then telling
everyone about it. O God, give me the faith of Elijah.
To get answers to prayer, you should have a life that backs up your request.
You should live godly, even though you have passions, just as Elijah lived. What
do we know about Elijah’s righteousness? He hated evil and was bold in the face
of corrupt politicians and compromising preachers. Elijah fasted for 40 days and
communed with God. Elijah got God’s attention when he prayed because he was
sincere, fervent, and earnest. Lord, I want to pray like Elijah.
Two passages about Elijah’s prayers seem to suggest a contradiction. The
James passage says it didn’t rain for three and a half years after Elijah prayed
(James 5:16, 17). Yet, another passage seems to suggest the famine lasted only
three years; “And it came to pass after many days that the word of the LORD
came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, ‘Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will
send rain on the earth’” (1 Kings 18:1). Did Elijah pray for Heaven to be shut up
three and a half years, but God cut the time to three years? Probably not. When
Elijah prayed for God to shut up Heaven, it had not rained for six months. Add
to that three years before it rained again and you get three and a half years of
drought. Think about the conditions when Elijah prayed. Because it hadn’t
rained for six months, the skeptic would expect the cycle of rain within the laws
of nature to cause it to rain shortly. But the opposite happened. The famine
continued for three more years. Most would expect a man of God to pray to
make it rain, but God did a miracle. He listened to Elijah and it didn’t rain for
another three years. Lord, I want the faith of Elijah to pray for miracles.
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The Bible describes this as “the prayer of faith” (James 5:15). Are you able
to pray with this kind of faith? It means you know you will get the answer before
you ask. When Elijah prayed, it hadn’t rained for six months. He knew God
would listen to his request and shut up heaven. That meant Elijah didn’t worry
during the famine when he saw a dark rain cloud approaching. He knew it
wouldn’t rain until the three and a half years were concluded. That’s the prayer
of faith. Lord, I don’t have it. Jesus described that a person with this faith will
“not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will
have whatever he says” (Mark 11:23). Lord, I want this confident faith.
In God’s time, Elijah prayed again to open up the skies. This happened when
he was on the top of Mount Carmel in conflict with the priest of Baal. First,
Elijah prayed for five to come out of heaven. “Hear me, O LORD . . . Then the
fire of the LORD fell” (1 Kings 18:37-38). Then Elijah fell to the earth to pray
for rain. Then Elijah sent his servant to look toward the sea to see if a rain cloud
was coming. Nothing! Elijah prayed seven times and sent the servant seven
times. Finally, the servant said, “There is a cloud, as small as a man's hand,
rising out of the sea” (1 Kings 18:44). Then the heavens opened, “the sky
became black with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy rain” (1 Kings 18:45).
Notice how God answered Elijah’s prayer. Not instantly! Not even slowly
because the servant went to look for rain seven times. It didn’t start sprinkling,
but the rain got heavier as the servant kept checking the skies. Elijah asked for
rain but didn’t immediately get it. When his servant returned to say, “no rain”,
Elijah kept praying. When the sky was cloudless and the sun was shining, Elijah
kept praying. He had no encouragement that the rain was coming. The only
thing that kept Elijah praying was the fact that he knew God would answer
prayer. Lord, give me that confidence to continue praying.
If you want God to answer your prayers, you must pray for the will of God,
as did Elijah. You must live righteously, as did Elijah. You must say what you
want God to do, as did Elijah. You must pray fervently, as did Elijah. You must
know you’ll get the answer before you ask, so keep on praying until you get the
answer. Lord, give me the faith of Elijah.
Today’s Reading: 1 Kings 18; James 5:15-17
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Date Read
DAY 135
Daily, God is On Time
“Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, ‘Get away from here
and turn eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the
Jordan’” –1 Kings 17:2, 3.

Elijah had prayed for God to shut up the heavens, now he had to act on what
he prayed. Since there was not going to be any rain for three years, God took
Elijah to a place where he could drink freely. He went to the wilderness east of
Jordan and drank of the creek Cherith. God takes care of his servants in time of
national distress and economic hard times. Lord, take care of me.
Elijah was called a Tishbite. We’re not sure what that Hebrew word “tish”
means. Some teachers think he came from a town named Tish. Other teachers
think it meant Elijah was a loner because the word tish has the root, stranger.
Notice the different types of people that God uses. He uses some people who
have a lot of friends. We call these “people persons.” God also uses people who
separate themselves to Him alone, like Elijah. Lord, use me as You’ve made me.
Throughout Elijah’s life, he was a loner. We don’t see him ministering in the
cities, as did his disciple Elisha. Also, Elijah didn’t gather a band of followers to
teach them, as did Elisha. He went everywhere by himself, and ministered alone.
Maybe he didn’t like servants, or he couldn’t get along with people, or people
didn’t like him. Whatever the reason, much of Elijah’s life was lived in solitude.
But Elijah was not alone; he spent time with God. Maybe you can learn
something from Elijah; you need to spend more time alone with God. If you
have a family or a job, you must spend your life with people. But each day, take
time for solitude; spend some time along with God. Lord, I will meet You daily
in the quiet place.
God sent Elijah across Jordan, out of the Holy Land. As God was getting
ready to judge Israel, He took Elijah away from the Promised Land where His
presence dwelt. God hid Elijah in the wilderness by a brook so people wouldn’t
know where he was hiding, but god knew. Why did God hide him? Because
Elijah told everyone—including the king—that if he prayed to stop the rain they
would hate him when they got thirsty. You know what was going to be the
reaction of farmers when they see their crops burning up in the field and their
animals dying. God took Elijah into the wilderness to protect him from the
vicious King Ahab, or God saved him from an angry lynch mob. You should
know that sometimes God protects you before you need protecting. Lord, save
me from trials and save me in the midst of trials.
When God puts us in a hard place, He can provide for us. God sent Elijah
into the mountainous hills across Jordan to live by the brook Cherith. Elijah
probably had the clearest water of any to drink. It came from the pure springs of
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the mountains. He had a lot better than well water, or trying to catch some
rainwater. When God satisfies our physical thirst, it’s good but it’s even better
when God satisfies our spiritual thirst with Himself. Lord, I’m thirsty; I need a
drink.
God sent the ravens to feed Elijah. These were scavenger birds that picked
up things to eat, like bread. Because of God’s providential care, the ravens
brought bread to Elijah. The ravens did what was natural to them; they
scavenged for food. God did what was supernatural for Him; He guided the birds
to take food to Elijah. This happened twice a day. Elijah was miraculously fed
breakfast and dinner. Isn’t that like God? The fact that they brought bread twice
a day suggests that we need to eat the bread of His Word twice a day; once in the
morning and again in the evening. Lord, I’m hungry, feed me.
Nothing lasts forever. People get laid off, shoes wear out, friends move
away, and the godly pastor, who so marvelously fed us the Word of God, dies.
The final days came to Elijah at Cherith. Did the stream slowly dry up until
nothing was left but mud? Did the ravens bring less and less bread until there
were only a few crumbs? “And it happened after a while that the brook dried up”
(1 Kings 17:7). All good things come to an end, and you must always be ready
to move on. Sometimes we hate to change because tradition makes us feel
comfortable. So God moves us to different pastures when our brook dries up and
the ravens no longer come bringing us food. Lord, give me this day, my daily
bread.
Sometimes, God picks us up from a gentle place to put us in a difficult
situation. We are kicked out of the pan into the fire. “Then the word of the
LORD came to him, saying, ‘Arise, go to Zarephath’” (1 Kings 17:8, 9). The
word “Zarephath” means crucible, a place of intense heat, i.e., suffering. It is
also a place of cleansing or purifying. Ore is placed in a crucible where fire is
stoked hotter and hotter to purify gold from the brass or impurities. God sent
Elijah to stay with a widow, not a rich person, but he was told to live with a poor
widow who would provide for him. The widow only had a little meal left for one
meal, and then she planned to die. But isn’t God omniscient? Didn’t God know
there was no food at the place where He led Elijah? An empty pantry didn’t
catch God by surprise. So when God leads you into a crucible, trust Him. God
knows what He’s doing. When God leads you to a place where the kitchen holds
no food, learn why He led you there. Even in the crucible or in the presence of
mine enemies, the Lord can “prepare a table before me . . . anoint my head with
oil.” Lord, I accept your food and drink.
God is daily about our needs. Can you see Elijah fret by Cherith, worrying if
the ravens will show up in the evening with bread? No! Did he lose sleep
worrying if breakfast would be there? No! God brought him food in the
morning and the evening. Obviously, when you’re being fed supernaturally, you
don’t complain about the way the bread was cooked, or about the kind of bread
or why you didn’t get your favorite kind. Then Elijah went to live in the crucible
with a widow. She only had enough food for one meal. After Elijah ate that
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meal, there was more bread for the next day. Probably, it was the same meal
each day. Would you complain if you had to eat the same meal, day in and day
out? Not if there was nothing else to eat. You’d praise God that at least you
have something to eat. God is daily. Learn to be thankful for daily bread. Lord,
I daily live by Your provision.
Today’s Reading: 1 Kings 17:1-16
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Date Read
DAY 136
As Your Day Demands
“And Elijah said to her, ‘Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but
make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward
make some for yourself and your son . . . . The bin of flour shall not be
used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry’”—1 Kings 17:13, 16.
Those who walk with God have learned that He supplies our needs one day
at a time. God is not a warehouse where you store up food for the future, so
don’t be anxious about what will happen next week, or next year. If you learn to
trust God for today, He will take care of tomorrow when it comes. Lord, give me
eyes to see You today.
God took care of Elijah when he obeyed. Elijah lived in the wilderness
where he drank form the brook Cherith and ravens brought him bread in the
morning and evening. Then God sent Elijah into the famine. Elijah went to he
town Zerephath (the name means crucible). God sent Elijah to a widow who was
destitute. The widow told Elijah she had “only a handful of flour in a bin, and a
little oil in a jar.” The famine was so severe and her food was so small that the
widow said, “We may eat it, and die” (2 Kings 17:12). That meant if the widow
were going to die, Elijah would also die. Is your situation as severe as hers?
Probably not! Lord, I have more to eat than many people in this world, teach me
to be grateful.
Maybe you’re in a problem of your own making. Maybe you’ve taken a job,
or you made a decision, or you’re in trouble because of what you’ve done. That
was Elijah’s problem. He prayed that it might not rain for three and a half years,
then he had to suffer like everyone else. The brook Cherith dried up because
Elijah shut up Heaven. He didn’t have food because there was no rain to grow
the crops. If you walk with God—even when you cause calamity—God can take
care of you. Lord, be with me when I mistakenly walk into the valley of the
shadow of death.
God doesn’t do miracles next year. God lives in the present tense. He
always does them when they’re needed. God only opened the Red Sea when
Pharaoh’s army attacked from behind. God only heals those who are sick and He
only feeds those who are hungry. If you’ve got a paycheck and you trust the
corner market for food, will you trust God? Those who don’t have a job pray
harder, and those who are hungry cry loudest. Is it time for God to “do
something” for you? Then cry aloud! Lord, I need help.
How should you pray? Remember the Lord’s prayer teaches you to pray,
“Give us this day, our daily bread.” Remember, Israel was fed daily by manna in
the wilderness. A person could only gather bread for one day, not for next week
or next year. Why would you pray for God to give you a warehouse of (stale)
bread, when He’s the bread maker? Lord, give me bread for today.
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The reason we pray for God to give us tomorrow’s bread today, is because
we don’t quite trust God to come through tomorrow. We want today’s bread
today, and we want tomorrow’s bread today. We rationalize that we may not get
it tomorrow. But God is present each new day and He will give you what you
need each new day. “The LORD's mercies . . . are new every morning; great is
Your faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22, 23). Lord, I praise You for Your faithfulness.
The widow obeyed the Word of the Lord that was spoken to her by Elijah.
What happened? “She and he (Elijah) and her household ate for many days” (1
Kings 17:15). The key to God’s provision is obedience. If you are very poor,
obey God. If you are very rich, obey God. The key to your provision is not your
checking account. The key is living by the promises of God. Do you know
God’s promises? You can’t obey what you don’t know. Lord, I will learn Your
Word and live by it.
God gave the widow a daily miracle. Notice, God didn’t give her an
abundance, He gave her what she needed for each day. God has promised, “As
your days, so shall your strength be” (Deut. 33:25). God has a different measure
for each of us. For some it’s riches to use in the Kingdom. For others, it’s
patience in suffering as a testimony. Still others have stress . . . trials . . . and
disappointments. Just as God gives a measure of experiences for each day, so He
also gives His measure of strength. We have His promise that He’ll give and
give, until He calls us home. Lord, I’ll take what You give.
Elijah lived in poverty for the rest of the famine. God could have given him
abundance, but can God’s leader be effective when they live above their
followers? After all, riches are not measured by the money in your pocket, but
by the peace within your heart. “The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar
of oil run dry, (1 Kings 17:16). What else did Elijah need but bread and water?
Nothing, when God keeps the pantry supplied. Lord, I trust You for today.
Today’s Reading: 1 Kings 17:17-24
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Date Read
DAY 137
Even Good People Get Discouraged
“But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and
sat down under a broom tree. And he prayed that he might die . . . ‘Arise
and eat, because the journey is too great for you.’ So he arose, and ate
and drank; and he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty
nights as far as Horeb, the mountain of God” –1 Kings 19:4, 7, 8.
It’s possible to be used of God, but later get discouraged. Probably in Elijah’s
case, he was so depressed that he was suicidal. Elijah wanted to die. Why do
people pray to die? Because they can’t see the future, because there’s nothing to
live for and they want to escape their present problems that are so threatening, or
because they are running from a past that is humiliating. But Elijah’s
despondency was baseless. He just came from Mount Carmel where he prayed
fire out of heaven, then commanded the people to kill the false prophets of Baal.
Should a man who can pray fire out of heaven, fear anyone? Yet, Elijah ran
away when Jezebel threatened to kill him. Alone in the desert, Elijah sat down
and prayed to die. Lord, teach me to remember the past things You’ve done for
me, so I can courageously face the future.
Even godly people get discouraged. Elijah had been fed twice daily by
God’s provisions through the raven and he drank from Cherith. Then in
Zarephath, there was only enough meal in the pot for a daily meal. It’s possible
that you can walk daily with God, but later get discouraged. Lord, lead me not
into the temptation of discouragement, but deliver me from the Evil One.
God knows how to break discouragement. First, Elijah needed sleep (1
Kings 19:5). Maybe Elijah’s mental discouragement came from physical
exhaustion, so you should take of the body. Next, God sent Elijah to a spiritual
place for spiritual renewal—Mount Horeb where Moses met God face to face.
To get to the needed spiritual level, Elijah had to fast forty days. But first, God
had him eat to renew his physical strength before entering the feast. Why?
Because a fast is not to harm you—God is not ascetic—but a fast is to discipline
your energies and point you to God. Lord, I hunger and thirst after
righteousness.
Have you ever noticed how God asks a question, rather than just condemning
you? God asked Elijah, “Why are you here?” God knew Elijah had run away
from Jezebel. God knew the answers, but he wanted Elijah to think through the
ramifications of his situation. God wanted Elijah to realize he was running from
danger, rather than trusting God in the midst of danger. Since Mount Horeb was
the place where God had previously manifested Himself, God asked, “Why are
you here?” to remind Elijah to seek His presence. Today God would ask you,
why are you coming into my presence? What do you need from Me today? Why
are you here? Lord, I’m here to experience Your presence. Notice what Elijah
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said when God asked, “Why are you here?” Elijah told God all about his dangers
and troubles, “The children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down
Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they
seek to take my life” (1 Kings 19:10). What do you tell God when you enter his
presence? Do you spend precious time in God’s presence, complaining and
whining? Lord, forgive me for focusing on my problems and not Your protection.
Elijah was told, “stand on the mountain before the LORD” (1 Kings 19:11).
This tells you where to go when you have difficulties. Some go to the bar or hide
in the alcoholic bottle? Others go to bed because they don’t want to face
difficulties. Where do you hide from problems? Don’t run from trouble, but
rather, take them into God’s presence. What will you find there? You’ll find
courage to confront . . . or you’ll find a solution . . . or you’ll find strength to face
with pain. Lord, I want to come to you with my problems like Elijah did, I want
to stand in Your presence.
What did Elijah expect as he stood before the Lord? He didn’t get the
answer he expected. “Behold the Lord passed in front of Elijah and a mighty
gust of wind was felt, but God was not in the wind. Next, an earthquake shook
the mountain and broke great rocks, but God was not in the earthquake. Then, a
roaring fire, but God was not in the fire. Finally, God came to Elijah in a still
quiet voice” (1 Kings 19:11, Author’s translation). Maybe like Elijah, you look
for God in powerful miracles, but that’s not where you find Him. You find God
speaking with a quiet voice through the Word of God. God’s most powerful
manifestation is not rock breaking, but speaking to His servants. Don’t seek a
power miracle to find God. Rather, you’ll find Him speaking quietly through the
Word of God. Lord, I will listen to Your message from the Bible.
Are you discouraged? Maybe you have questions or doubts like Elijah. The
way to break your discouragement is the way God cured Elijah. The Lord put
him to work. God gave a three-fold task to Elijah. The prophet had to begin
immediately, but it would take years to finish all three tasks. Discouraged people
can break their depression when they have something to do. Elijah had the
immediate task of picking out Elisha as his successor and training him to serve
the Lord (1 Kings 19:16, 19-21). Next, Elijah was given a long-range task of
anointing Hazael as king of Syria, and Jehu, king of Israel. Maybe what you
need in a short-term task and a long-time range goal. It’s hard to stay depressed
when you have meaning and direction to your life. Lord, direct me.
Today’s Reading: 1 Kings 19
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Date Read
DAY 138
Pay Day Someday
“Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘Arise,
go down to meet Ahab king of Israel . . . in the vineyard of Naboth . . .
You shall speak to him, saying . . . ‘Thus says the LORD: In the place
where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood’” –1
Kings 21:17-19.
I heard R. G. Lee preach his famous sermon, titled Pay Day Someday, three
times. The main point for his sermon was that when God promised punishment,
it may take a while before God renders judgment, but it would inevitable come.
Even though God may postpone judgment for a while, no one should take
comfort in God’s delay. Ahab wanted to buy a plot of ground next to the palace
wall for a vegetable garden, but the land belonged to Naboth. Ahab offered to
buy or exchange it for another piece of ground, but Naboth refused because it
was his family inheritance. Since God had originally divided the land and given
property to the various families, if Naboth sold the land, he was denying his
heritage and perhaps abdicating his spiritual heritage. Lord, may I honor my
spiritual heritage.
When Ahab couldn’t get the land he wanted, he turned his face to the wall
and pouted. But evil Jezebel planned an evil scheme to get the land. She threw a
party for Naboth, and arranged for two men to accuse Naboth of blaspheming
God, a sin punishable by stoning to death. When a person was executed for
blasphemy, his property automatically went to the king. The plot happened just
as Jezebel planned. When Ahab visited the plot of ground he acquired by
murder, Elijah met him to announce the judgment of God, “the dogs will lick
your blood at the spot where they licked Naboth’s blood.” Naboth was guilty of
many sins. “Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the LORD .
. . behaved very abominably in following idols” (1 Kings 21:25, 26). But it was
for this particular sin of lying and murder that God promised His judgment. God,
I know You promised to judge all my sin. Thank You for the blood of Jesus that
cleanses all sin (1 John 1:7).
Nothing happened for many years. To Ahab, it seemed as if God forgot His
promised judgment. Perhaps Ahab thought Elijah wasn’t prophesying for God,
but that he was only speaking for himself. There are many like that today who
feel God doesn’t mean it when He says, “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).
Many people live their lives thinking they never have to give an account to God.
But remember, God’s pay day doesn’t come at the end of the work week. Lord, I
know You mean everything You say.
Years later, Ahab led his army into war against Syria (the two nations
continually fought each other). King Jehoshaphat of Judah joined Ahab in the
battle. Being crafty, Ahab disguised himself as a common soldier, then he let
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Jehoshaphat wear the crown to lead the chariots into battle. Whereas it’s easy to
hide from men, it’s impossible to hide from God. The Syrians began chasing
Jehoshaphat thinking it was Ahab, but they turned back when they realized it was
not Ahab (Jehoshaphat was extremely tall).
God is in the small details, and when He predicts an event, the Almighty
hand controls little things that appears “lucky” to men. “A certain man drew a
bow at random” (1 Kings 22:34). This man shot an arrow over the battle lines,
hoping to hit an enemy. He was not aiming at anything in particular, but God’s
hand was upon the bow. God, when I can’t see Your plan, help me to trust Your
unseen hand.
There was another detail guided by God. Ahab had on armor to protect
against the blow of a sword or the flight of an arrow, but God knows how to find
the cracks between two pieces of armor. The arrow “struck the king below the
lower armor of his breast plate” (1 Kings 22:34, author’s translation). The arrow
got him right in the stomach. In arrogance, Ahab wouldn’t leave the battle. They
propped Ahab up in his chariot so his soldiers could see him. He felt the soldiers
would give up if they knew he left the battlefield. Ahab died in the chariot and
his blood from his wounds flowed into the floor of the chariot. “Then someone
washed the chariot at a pool in Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood while
the harlots bathed, according to the word of the LORD which He had spoken” (1
Kings 22:38). God’s words of judgment are true, even to the smallest detail,
such as dogs licking Ahab’s blood. God’s pay day always comes. Lord, I stand
in fear of Your predictions of judgment because I know You keep Your word,
down to the smallest details.
Many people think God is only involved in the big picture, but He lets the
small details just happen. Not so! The small details reflect the fingerprints of
God. In this chapter, we’ve seen the chance shot of an arrow, the precise
penetration of the arrow, and the dogs licking Ahab’s blood. God doesn’t
overlook small details, even a powerful king stealing a man’s home for a
vegetable garden. The details are too accurate to think this fulfillment was a
coincidence. No, God’s hand is evident in all His creation. This story is
included in Scripture to show the inevitability of God fulfilling his predictions.
Lord, I yield small things and the total direction of my life to You.
Today’s Reading: 1 Kings 21:1-29
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Date Read
DAY 139
Asking for Big Things
“And so it was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha,
‘Ask! What may I do for you, before I am taken away from you?’ Elisha
said, ‘Please let a double portion of your spirit be upon me’” –2 Kings
2:9.
Many have asked God for big things: Money, projects, conversions,
victories, etc. But the biggest thing we can ask is for God to give us more of
Himself. When you ask for a double portion of God, you’re asking for
something twice as big as you’ve ever thought of asking. God, give me a double
portion of You.
Years earlier, old Elijah had anointed young Elisha to take his place in
ministry. However, just because you take another person’s position does not
mean you will get that person’s influence of spiritual power. Just because young
Elisha filled old Elijah’s office, didn’t mean he would necessarily do all that the
old prophet did. After all, the old prophet had shut rain up in Heaven with his
prayers, then prayed fire out of Heaven. Elijah had defied kings and delivered
God’s message of judgment. To be that influential, young Elisha had to move
the God of Heaven. Lord, give me more.
Young Elisha became God’s prophet on the day that God planned on taking
Elijah to Heaven. It seemed all the prophets knew something supernatural was
going to happen (2 Kings 2:5). So Elisha determined to stay as close as possible
to the old prophet. Three times the old man told Elisha, “Stay here, please” (2
Kings 2:2, 4, 6). But each time the young man refused, saying, “As the LORD
lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you” (v. 2, 4, 6). Elisha was not
being disrespectful to an elder, but rather Elisha knew God would do something
supernatural and he wanted to experience it. Lord, I want to be at the place when
You do a great work.
God sometimes works in unusual places. They began a journey at Gilgal.
Then old Elisha told the young prophet to remain first at Bethel, second at
Jericho, and third at Jordan. As you trace their journey, they were walking away
from the Promised Land. They left the place where God had dwelt among
people. God doesn’t always do His work in the cities where the multitudes live.
Sometimes, God does His greatest work in a wilderness apart from people.
Elisha and the old prophet also left the sons of the prophets (2 Kings 2:3, 5, 7).
None of the servants of God were permitted to see what would happen. The
wilderness is where a person gets alone with God and experiences God. Have
you come apart today to meet God? Lord, I have come because I want to
experience Your supernatural work.
Young Elisha realized that the strength of his mentor was not in his
personality, his preaching ability, or even Elijah’s courage. The young man
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knew that Elijah’s power was in God’s Spirit, so he asked for twice what the old
man had. That’s easy to say with the mouth, but hard to put into action. To get
the Holy Spirit, Jesus told us to drink of Him (John 7:36-39). Paul told us to be
“filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18), which means we must empty ourselves of sin
and selfish desire before the Spirit can fill us. The emptier we are, the more the
Spirit can enter our lives. Lord, I give up everything to You; fill my life.
Young Elisha was both bold and had great faith to ask for a double portion of
the Spirit. He had to believe, first, that God would give a double portion, and
second, that he was able to receive it. Many want a double portion of God’s
Spirit, but they don’t know how to get it. Why? They can’t receive it because of
their selfish plans for this life, or because they will not give up certain sins, or
they have lost their faith. They just can’t believe that God would do it for them.
Lord, I believe You can do it for me, give me a double portion of Your Spirit.
The old man warned his student, “You have asked a hard thing” (2 Kings
2:10). So Elijah told him, you must be with me when I’m taken to Heaven. The
two men continued walking and the young student stayed close to Elijah. The
condition “close to me” probably meant physical closeness, but it could also
apply to being close to Elijah in Spiritual commitment, or close to Elijah in
purpose of life. When you want a double portion of the Spirit that’s given to
someone else, then you must have the same passion as the other person. You
must identify with them in purpose, yieldedness, in suffering, and commitment to
go where they go. Lord, I want such a large portion of Your Spirit so others
would be challenged to live for You.
Notice one other condition the old man gave to his younger pupil: “Ask”.
God invites us to “ask”. God could automatically give us a double portion of His
Spirit, but that’s not the way God operates. He doesn’t give His Spirit to those
who don’t want it, nor does He give His Spirit to those who won’t pay a price for
it. God assumes that if you ask for His Spirit, you really want it. And if you
want it, you’ll pay the price. “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink . . .
this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive”
(John 7:37, 39). Lord, I come to You because I am thirsty. I will drink twice of
Your Spirit because I want a double portion of You.
Today’s Reading: 2 Kings 2
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Date Read
DAY 140
When the Oil Stopped Flowing
“Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of oil. Then he
(Elisha) said, ‘Go, borrow vessels from everywhere . . . do not gather
just a few . . . pour it into all those vessels’ . . . when the vessels were full
. . . the oil ceased” –2 Kings 4:2-6
Jesus said, “According to your faith let it be to you” (Matt. 9:29). He was
telling two blind men that they could have as much of God’s power for healing as
they had faith to accept. That means you can have as much of God’s presence as
you’re willing to ask for. But many of us are spiritually penniless and can’t seem
to do anything to help ourselves. This is the lesson of the widow who came to
Elisha for help because she was impoverished. Her husband was dead, so she
probably didn’t have much money because she was a preacher’s wife. A creditor
was going to take her two sons into slavery because she couldn’t pay her debt.
When Elisha asked what assets she had, her only answer was a pot with a little
oil. Lord, I’m empty.
Elisha told the widow to go to all her neighbors and borrow vessels, i.e., pots,
pitchers, cups, bowls, etc. He told the widow to get as many as she could; his
exact words were, “do not gather just a few”. So the widow didn’t know what
God was going to do. Up until the moment the oil began to flow, she didn’t
understand all she was doing. Her only option was to obey. Jesus tells us to “ask
and you shall receive” (John 14:13), yet for some reason we have difficulty
obeying His simple command. Lord, thank You for Your unqualified invitation.
The widow wasn’t told to purchase the vessels; she didn’t have the money to
buy anything. She was instructed to “borrow” vessels. This implied she would
use the vessels a short time, then return them. However, you can only borrow
from your neighbor if you have good relations with them. The implication is to
treat your neighbors the way you would be treated. If you have good relations
with them, you can borrow as many vessels as they have. After all, you’ll only
use them a short time. Remember her challenge was, “do not gather just a few.”
Lord, help me obey big when I don’t fully understand.
She was told to borrow empty vessels. Isn’t that strange? Usually a woman
borrows a cup of flour or a pot full of something. The widow needed money, not
empty vessels. Most of us would have gone after a pot full of gold, or a cup of
something we could have sold to get the needed money. If she borrowed vessels
filled with food, she could have sold the food to pay her debt. But if she
borrowed food, she’d still be in debt. Instead of owing her creditor, she’d owe
her neighbors. God wants to fill empty vessels, but too often we offer to God our
full vessels. We offer to God vessels that are filled with stuff we have borrowed
from the world. And the stuff we borrow from the world is never valuable
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enough to pay off the debt we owe to God. The Lord wants us to come to Him
empty so He can fill us. Lord, I will empty myself.
Only empty vessels can be filled. If your vessel is half filled with dirt, can
God pour in a full portion of His oil? Would God pour His holy oil into a dirty
vessel? Obviously not! God wants to fill clean vessels. Lord, I repent of my sin;
cleanse me by blood.
God wants to fill receptive vessels. Will He fill a half-filled vessel if the
second half is filled with self-pleasure? God can’t fill you with His presence if
all your time is spent on pleasures. While your pleasures may be acceptable, are
they God’s perfect will for your life? Empty yourself now so you can be filled.
Lord, I surrender to You.
The widow was instructed, “you shall shut the door behind you.” It was
there in the privacy of her home that God would do the miracle. Many times
God works in our hidden hearts—where outsiders can’t see—because God
doesn’t put his miracles on stage to impress an audience. God does His work
inwardly—one-on-one—so we will receive and believe. It is in our hearts that
we worship or praise Him. Lord, I will obey You and worship You.
Behind closed doors “she poured out the oil”. While the Bible said she
tipped the vessel to pour out the oil, actually it was God working through her
obedience. God did a miracle, but He used human instrumentality. It’s the same
relationship between you and God. You obey and you pour out the oil—your
ministry of the Holy Spirit—but God works through you like Paul says, “We then
are workers together with Him” (2 Cor. 6:1). Lord, let the oil of Your Spirit flow
because of my ministry.
The oil flowed as long as there were empty vessels to fill. A son told his
mother, “There is not another vessel” (2 Kings 4:6). Then the oil stopped
flowing. That’s a pattern of God’s work in the world today. God pours out the
oil of His Spirit as long as there are empty vessels to fill. God is not looking for
you to bring Him a vessel filled with talent, knowledge, or personality. God is
looking for empty vessels to fill. Here am I Lord, fill me.
Elisha told the widow, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debt; and you and your
sons live on the rest” (2 Kings 4:7). If they had borrowed more vessels, they
would have had more oil to sell. They would have had more money on which to
live. Apply this principle to your spiritual life. If you had more faith to believe
God for bigger things . . . if you brought an empty vessel to God . . . you could be
living at a higher spiritual level. You could do more for God . . . you could be a
better testimony for God . . . you could better worship the Lord. If! Lord, my
vessel is empty and it’s under the spout.
Today’s Reading: 2 Kings 4
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DAY 141
My Thoughts Are Not God’s Thoughts
“And Elisha sent a messenger to him (Naaman), saying, ‘Go and wash in
the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you
shall be clean’ . . . So he went down and dipped seven times in the
Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh was
restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean” –2 Kings 5:10,
14.
Why is it so hard to obey what God has commanded? We humans like to do
everything our way . . . or the world’s way . . . or the rational way . . . or do
things according to public opinion. We need to learn to obey what God has said,
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways” (Isa. 55:8).
Why is God’s way sometimes so difficult to understand and hard to do? Lord,
forgive my hard headedness because it comes from a doubtful heart.
Naaman did several things wrong. The servant girl told him that the prophet
of God would heal him, but Naaman instead went to the king of Israel. Naaman
went to the wrong person. Elisha the prophet of God called for him, but when
Naaman got to the prophet’s home, a stand off occurred. Naaman wouldn’t go in
the house and Elisha wouldn’t go out to meet him. Elisha sent him word to go
dip several times in the Jordan River. “But Naaman became furious” (2 Kings
5:11). Lord, I’ve been stubborn before; help me follow Your commands.
Why is it that many people have great faith in religious acts? Naaman
wanted Elisha to come out to pray over him or wave his hand over his leprosy.
But that was not what God told him to do. Healing was not in any thing Elisha
did. Healing is in God and those who want God’s healing must learn the lesson
of relationships. Only those who are submissive to God’s perfect plan can be
healed. God, I submit.
Some people believe religious good work will help them; others believe
religious locations will help them. People think that certain religions have God
all wrapped up in a package. Naaman’s preconceived ideas about God biased
him against dipping in the Jordan River. He wanted to return home to wash in
the Abanah or Pharpar River. There was religious sentiment attached to those
rivers, but you can’t tie God to a religious location. No matter what people think
about God, they’re wrong when they rebel against God’s ideas. God says, “My
thoughts are not your thoughts . . . For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My . . . thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8, 9). Lord, it’s hard to
admit that I’m wrong, but I realize You’re always right.
So how many times did Naaman dip in the Jordan before his leprosy was
healed? I don’t think he was partially healed after three or four dips. The Bible
doesn’t describe how it happened, but I think Naaman wasn’t healed until the
seventh dip. There’s nothing magical about a seventh dip, but God does honor
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our obedience. When Naaman obeyed by going to the Jordan and dipping seven
times, he was cleansed. Lord, I will obey You in the future.
There were probably many Jewish lepers in Israel when God healed Naaman,
but it was only this Gentile that was healed. Some of these who were not healed
were probably godly followers of Jehovah. But only this Syrian idol worshipper
was healed. Why? Naaman was healed because: (1) God saw a glimmer of faith
in Naaman’s heart, (2) God honored the faith of Naaman’s Jewish slave girl who
believed God could heal, and (3) God wanted the king of Syria and the nation’s
leadership to know the God of Israel held life and health in His hands.
Sometimes there is no human understanding why God heals one and allows
another to die of a dreadful disease. Surely we will all die eventually, but why do
some escape a seemingly early death and others do not? We do not know; we
only agree with Paul, “For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has
become His counselor . . . For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things,
to whom be glory forever” (Rom. 11:34, 36). Lord, I trust Your plan for my life.
God does heal today, even though some die for whom we pray. What should
be our response when God heals? It should be the same as Naaman’s, “Indeed,
now I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel” (2 Kings 5:15).
We can learn two things from Naaman’s response: First, the only God that can
supernaturally heal is our Lord. Doctors’ don’t heal, they remove the cause of
illness by medicine, surgery, or diet; and then the body heals itself. A miracle is
defined simply as God interrupting the laws of nature. Only our God can do that.
Lord, I believe in Your interruptions.
The second response that we should have to the miracle of healing is
assurance. Naaman said, “I know”. Isn’t that belief? Faith is not just saying in
your every day language, “I believe there is a God”. That’s superficial belief,
because you say, “I believe it will rain tomorrow”. That belief is only
speculation that it will rain. The faith of Scripture says, “I know there is a God”.
So when Naaman said, “I know”, isn’t that an indicator that he had biblical faith?
Lord, I know You exist.
Not only can you know God exists, but you can know all other gods are false.
When God commanded, “You shall have no other gods before me”, we should
listen and believe Him. There is no other God out there to help you, except the
Lord. I worship You, Lord, and You only will I worship.
Today’s Reading: 2 Kings 5
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Date Read __________
DAY 142
Jonah Is Not About the Fish
“But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD ”—
Jonah 1:3.

God can use people who do not want to be used of Him. That’s the story of
Jonah’s life. God commanded Jonah, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me” (Jonah 1:2).
There were many reasons why Jonah didn’t want to preach in Nineveh against
the Assyrians. They were political and military enemies of Israel, having sent
war parties into Israel to capture and take spoil. They were a hated vicious foe
with a reputation for extreme cruelty. If any of their soldiers were disobedient,
his flesh was peeled off while still alive and he agonized in the sand before the
rest of the army until he died. The Assyrians worshipped foreign gods, had
heathen practices, and were shunned by the Near East world.
Clearly God hadn’t given up on Nineveh. God wanted His prophet to warn
the Assyrians that if they did not repent, He would judge them. But the reluctant
prophet was not ready to receive a message of God’s love for the Assyrians.
Judgment Yes! But not God’s love!
The book of Jonah is a message that God had compassion on the heathen and
would forgive the pagan Assyrians if they repented. At the end, God tells Jonah,
“And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more than one
hundred and twenty thousand persons who cannot discern between their right
hand and their left -- and much livestock?” (Jonah 4:11). Lord, if You loved the
heathen Assyrians, I know You love the unsaved around me.
There are always those who claim the Old Testament is all about the wrath of
God and His judgment on sin. Yet God demonstrated His love for unlovely
people. God sent Jonah to preach to a people that probably everyone thought
would reject the Lord God of Israel. That was surely Jonah’s response. Instead
of going to Nineveh, he booked passage on a ship going to Spain, the opposite
direction. Lord, forgive me when I run from Your plan for my life.
Have you ever noticed how God won’t let you run from His plan for your
life? God sent a storm (Jonah 1:4). The sailors threw Jonah overboard to
appease the prophet’s God. God sent a fish to swallow Jonah (1:17). In the belly
of the fish, Jonah repented. The fish spit up Jonah and he went to Nineveh and
preached against their sin. To the surprise and consternation of Jonah, the city
harkened to his message and repented. The message Jonah preached was true,
but Jonah’s heart was not in his preaching. How do we know? Jonah sulked in
anger because Nineveh escaped God’s punishment. He was unwillingly used of
God. God, forgive me when I complain about what you’re doing in my life.
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Jonah went up on a hill overlooking the city to watch the fireworks—the
fiery judgment of God—but the fireworks show didn’t happen. Instead the
blistering sun punished Jonah. Then God prepared a plant—a large gourd vine—
to shade him from the hot sun. Jonah enjoyed the cool shade. Then God
prepared a worm to kill the plant and brought the scorching sun back into play.
Jonah then complained about the destruction of a plant instead of being
concerned about the souls of lost people in a great city. Lord, forgive me while I
complain about the atrocious behavior of lost people and I’m not concerned
about their souls.
God is concerned with our negative emotions. The Lord asked, “Is it right
for you to be angry about the plant?” (Jonah 4:9). God not only wants us to do
the right things, He wants us to do things rightly. That means God wants our
attitude correct, while we correctly do His actions. Lord, forgive my sour
attitude.
Everyone thinks this is a story about a fish, because most people only
remember the fish (the world calls it a whale, while the Bible calls it a fish). But
this is a story about Jonah and his rebellion against God. Jonah was called by
God to go to Nineveh against his will, and preach a message he didn’t want to
preach. This is a story about a stubborn servant. The story tells of God preparing
a storm, a fish, a vine and a worm. But look again, this is not a book about the
things God prepares. This is a story of God preparing His servant for service.
This is a story about yieldedness to God. Lord, I yield to You.
God who had mercy on the lost people of Nineveh, also had mercy on His
unwilling servant. At any time of the story, God could have left Jonah to die, but
in mercy He gave Jonah another chance after the storm. And another chance
after the fish. And another chance after the goodness of the shade of the vine.
And another chance after the worm. God does use unwilling people who reject
His direction at first, but later repent and do His will. Lord, thank You for giving
me several chances in life to come back to Your will for my life.
Today’s Reading: Jonah 1, 3, 4
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Date Read __________
DAY 143
The God of the Second Chance
“Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the fish's belly”—Jonah
2;1.
Jonah is like a lot of us, we pray when we get in deep trouble. Jonah ran
from the presence of God (1:3), he knew the storm was God’s punishment for his
disobedience (Jonah 1:9, 10). Jonah didn’t pray until he was getting deeper and
deeper into trouble. He prayed, “Out of the belly of Sheol” Jonah 2:2). How
many times do you have to go to your “Hell” before you’ll submit to the perfect
will of God? Lord, make me repent early in my wanderings for You.
Some say Jonah died in the fish’s belly. Jesus likened Jonah’s existence in
the whale’s belly to His existence in the grave, when Jesus died (Matt. 12:40).
Also, Jonah said he was in Sheol, the word used for the grave or hell (Jonah 2:2).
Again, Jonah’s existence in the fish’s belly describes a man drowning. Then also
when Jonah said “I have been cast out of Your sight,” is an expression of
physical death. Finally, those who said Jonah died, explain that the emphasis of
his prayer described a resurrection, not deliverance from a fish’s belly.
But there is another side of the picture. Jonah didn’t die in the fish’s belly,
he could have drowned in the ocean and died there. God saved his physical life
with a fish. His three days of imprisonment in the fish’s belly was his spiritual
preparation for his future service for God. Jonah’s reference to Sheol or Hell was
not the actual place, but was the spiritual agony of Jonah’s struggles with the
plan of God for his life. As you read the story, the sequence of the narrative
suggests Jonah was alive in the fish’s belly all the time he was there. And for
those who say a person couldn’t live in a fish’s stomach, you need to realize this
is a special fish, “Now the LORD had prepared a great fish” (Jonah 1:17) and this
was a miraculous event. Jonah didn’t die, but God did a miracle to save him
alive, and the same miracle prepared him to be used by God. Lord, help me see
Your overall plan when I’m in my personal “Hell.”
Notice Jonah didn’t once pray for deliverance form the fish’s belly. He was
more concerned with his spiritual condition, than with his physical condition.
Some have suggested Jonah didn’t write this chapter until after his deliverance,
so he didn’t need to include a prayer for deliverance. But that’s not the issue.
The issue is Jonah’s spiritual relationship to God. Yes, he didn’t have writing
instruments in the fish’s belly, but later when he wrote, he remembered vividly
his struggle against God, and wrote it down. Lord, help me learn from these
times I rebelled against You.
The next time you fight against God, remember the obstacles that are put
there by God. Jonah realized “all Your billows and Your waves passed over me”
(Jonah 2:3). The water was not an impersonal threat to his life. The ocean in
which he was drowning was not just a circumstance. It was God’s billows, and
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God’s waves. God’s hand was behind the instruments of affliction. Lord, help
me always see Your hand in my afflictions and repent.
In the bottom of the sea, Jonah looked toward the holy temple. When he
almost fainted, “my prayer went up to You, into Your holy temple” (Jonah 2:7).
The repentant Jew always brought a sacrifice when approaching God in the
Tabernacle or Temple. Obviously, there is no place for an animal sacrifice in the
belly of a fish. So Jonah brings “a sacrifice to You with the voice of
thanksgiving” (Jonah 2:9). Even before he is delivered from the fish’s belly,
Jonah thanked God for his deliverance. Faith is thanking God for His provision
before He does it. Lord, I thank You for helping me before You do it.
Jonah made a vow in the fish’s belly. We don’t know exactly what Jonah
promised God, but it probably had to do with his obedience to God’s original
command to go to Nineveh. In the bell of the fish Jonah promised, “I will pay
what I have vowed” (Jonah 2:9). His commitment to do God’s will is probably
the reason the fish “vomited Jonah upon the dry land” (Jonah 2:10). The word
vomit suggests something doesn’t set well on the stomach. The rebellious
prophet didn’t set well with the fish so he vomited him onto the shore.
Jonah had faith in God throughout his prayer in the fish’s belly. He knew
his punishment was from God and Jonah knew God had a purpose for his life.
Isn’t that our experience? Even when we run from God, or at least we do
something that we shouldn’t, we see God’s hand in the details of our life. We see
God’s hand in the circumstances that turn against us or punish us. The faith in
God that Jonah had throughout his ordeal in the fish’s belly was rewarded. “The
LORD spoke to the fish” (Jonah 2:10).
After Jonah was delivered to dry ground, “Now the word of the LORD came
to Jonah the second time” (Jonah 3:2). Isn’t it good to have a merciful God who
will give us a second chance to serve Him? After blowing the first chance to
serve God, Jonah was given another chance; not because Jonah was good, or was
talented. It was not even because God needed Jonah. No, God’s second chance
came because of the mercy of God. Lord, I need Your mercy in my life many
times.
Just as the previous devotional demonstrated God uses people who don’t
want to be used, today’s lesson demonstrates God gives us a second opportunity
to serve Him. If you have a second opportunity today, grab it quickly.
Remember the lesson of Samson; he continued to disobey God after repeated
“second chances.” While God has mercy for you, obey now!. Lord, I yield now.
Today’s Reading: Jonah 2
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Letting God Fight For You
“O our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power against
this great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to
do, but our eyes are upon You” –2 Chronicles 20:12. “Thus says the
LORD to you: ‘Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great
multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s’” –2 Chronicles 20:15.
Is your problem so big that you don’t know what to do? Are you terrified
with a difficulty? If so, you are afraid like God’s people who went to fight
against their enemy, Moab. Notice how the people prayed; (1) for God to judge
their enemy, (2) they confessed their weakness, (3) they recognize the enemy was
bigger than they, and yet (4) they looked to God for victory. You honor God
when you recognize your inadequacies to win a victory, but God’s sufficiency to
turn around your dilemma. Lord, I know You are great and I know You can give
me victory.
In this battle, God’s people were given a great victory; and God did it for
them. Let’s look at how the people of God won the victory; maybe you need to
follow the same formula to win a spiritual victory in your life. The people
approached God first: “Now all Judah, with their little ones, their wives, and their
children, stood before the LORD” (2 Chron. 20:13). Do you see honesty and
sincerity in God’s people? Whole families were pleading with the Lord for help.
Second, “the Spirit of the LORD came” (2 Chron. 20:14). It’s one thing to
pray—because everyone prays when they are scared—but God visited them to
hear their prayers. It must have been prayers that were wholehearted . . . earnest .
. . repentant . . . and in faith, expecting an answer. Is that how you pray? O
Lord, visit me to hear my prayers and answer me.
The leader must lead spiritually. “Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face
to the ground” (2 Chron. 20:18). The leader must not only voice the prayers in
the hearts of the people, the leader must aggressively put faith in the hearts of the
people. Leadership could be the head of a family, pastor, chairperson of the
board, or you. Lord, I pray for others and myself, who are involved in my
problem.
But if you want victory, don’t forget to worship. “The inhabitants of
Jerusalem bowed before the LORD, worshiping the LORD” (2 Chron. 20:18).
How does worship lead to victory? Because the Father seeks worship (John
4:24) and because God indwells in the worship of Israel (Ps. 22:3), God comes to
live among a worshipping people. And when God comes to dwell among His
people, they will be victors. Lord, I worship You; come inhabit my life and live
in me.
Worship resulted in an emotional outpouring of praise to God. As the people
finished worshipping, “Then some Levites . . . stood up and praised the LORD,
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the God of Israel, with very loud voice” (2 Chron. 20:19). Sometimes you can
praise God with reverential meditation, but this time they were shouting at the
top of their voices. Lord, I praise You with all my might.
Notice when they worshipped God, it was before the battle, not afterwards.
They praised God for victory before they went to battle. King Jehoshaphat
“appointed those who could sing to march before the army, praising the beauty of
God’s holiness as they went to battle” (2 Chron. 20:21, Author’s translation).
Their best singers offered their best praises. In one sense, all worship is equal, so
how in a comparative sense is some worship best? That which magnifies God’s
holiness is best, because holiness is the beautiful thing about God. You cannot
get closer to God then when you exalt the beauty of His holiness. Lord, You are
holy . . . holy . . . holy. I want the beauty of Your holiness in my life.
The victory came in several ways. God’s people had no water, so Elisha told
them to dig trenches and holes. “You will see neither wind nor rain, yet this
valley will be filled with water” (2 Kings 3:17). The next morning, the holes
were filled with water as the rain in the distant mountains ran down onto the
plains. The enemy saw the red rising sun reflecting off the water and thought it
was blood. They greedily rushed to pick up spoil, but were defeated by God’s
people who were waiting for them. What was left of the three armies of the
enemy? They turned against each other to slaughter one another. God’s people
“took three days to collect the spoil; there was so much” (2 Chron. 20:25,
Author’s translation). Some times you don’t get victory when you insist that God
fight a battle the way you planned. If you want God’s victory, you must do it His
way, not yours. Some times the road up must first go down. Some times you
must lose your battle with God to win an ultimate war against your enemy. Right
now you may be defeated, so you stopped worshipping and praising. You’re
complaining because you’re hurt or you’ve lost something. Quit your
bellyaching! God’s formula for victory is worship and praise before He gives
you victory. Lord, I praise and worship You now because I eventually want to
win.
As King Jehoshaphat returned to Jerusalem, “the LORD had given them
cause to rejoice over their enemies. They entered Jerusalem and went to the
temple of the LORD with harps and lutes and trumpets” (2 Chron. 20:27, 28).
Just as they praised God for victory before the battle, afterwards they continued
to rejoice in the victory God gave them. Lord, thank You for every trial in my life
and for the victories You’ve given to me.
There’s more good news. “And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms . . .
when they heard that the LORD had fought against the enemies of Israel. Then
the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all around” (2
Chron. 20:29, 30). Today, unsaved do not fear the church or Christians. We face
constant attacks from our enemies, and quite often we are defeated. Is it because
we haven’t learned how to spiritually fight our battles? We fight in the flesh, and
we fight with the world’s weapons; but the world is stronger, so we are defeated.
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Spiritual warfare begins with worship and praise. Will you go there? Lord, I will
fight with worship and praise
Today’s Reading: 2 Chronicles 20
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Learn How God Gives Victory
“Then a man of God came and spoke to the king of Israel, and said,
‘Thus says the LORD: Because the Syrians have said, The LORD is God
of the hills, but He is not God of the valleys, therefore I will deliver all
this great multitude into your hand, and you shall know that I am the
LORD’” –1 Kings 20:28.
God doesn’t fight and win battles the way we humans seek victory. God
always wins His way, not the way humans plan to win. Therefore, learn the
lesson, “The Lord does not look at things the way man looks at things” (1 Sam.
16:7, Author’s translation). Ben-hadad, King of Syria, picked a fight with Israel,
purposefully goading God’s nation into war. As the two nations prepared for
war, God told King Ahab through a prophet, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Have you
seen all this great multitude? Behold, I will deliver it into your hand today, and
you shall know that I am the LORD’” (1 Kgs. 20:13). Learn three practical
principles from this verse. First, don’t be discouraged when you see a problem
that’s bigger than you are. Second, God can solve problems that are too big for
you to handle. Third, God will solve your problems so you will know that He is
the Lord who has done it. Lord, I’ve got a problem that’s too big for me.
King Ben-hadad of Syria bragged to God’s king that he would destroy Israel.
Be careful about ego-driven boasting. Have you ever noticed how contemporary
sport’s teams brag about victory before a game? Perhaps their boasting is to
psyche themselves into a higher level of competition, or to terrify their
opponents. But if you’re fighting God’s battle, be humble. Don’t belittle your
enemy or magnify your strength. Notice King Ahab’s response: “Let not one
boast of victory before he takes up the sword, but boast of victory after you lay
down your sword” (1 Kgs. 20:11, Author’s translation). God gave Ahab a great
victory. “Then the king of Israel went out and attacked the horses and chariots,
and killed the Syrians with a great slaughter” (1 Kgs. 20:21). Lord, I will let You
fight my battles and I’ll give You credit for victory.
The Syrians had an excuse when they lost the battle. They claimed, “Their
gods (Israel’s) are gods of the hills” (1 Kgs. 20:23). Notice how everyone makes
excuses when they lose. That’s because people don’t take responsibility for their
actions. They like to blame circumstances when they lose or blame something
else. In this case, the enemy said it was “the hills” that helped defeat them.
Lord, help me not to live by excuses.
The next time the two armies fought each other Syria was even stronger.
Ben-hadad removed the kings from over his army and put military captains over
the soldiers. The Bible describes the two armies facing each other: “the children
of Israel encamped before them like two little flocks of goats, while the Syrians
filled the countryside” (1 Kgs. 20:27). Does it seem like you’re a little lamb
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that’s fighting a lion? Perhaps you’ve forgotten, “He who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). Sometimes you look at your
difficulties through your own eyes. You don’t see your enemy as God sees them.
You’re overwhelmed because your problems are overwhelming. Remember,
“Man looks not as God looks”. God, help me see my problems through Your
eyes.
The army of Israel defeated the Syrians because God was on their side.
Right gives you might. God had empowered Israel to defeat Syria in the
previous battle in the hills. In this battle, God gave Israel the victory in the flat
places of the valleys. Why? Because victory came from God, not from
circumstances. God, help me look beyond my conditions to see You as my source
of victory.
God can give you victory in many ways. Sometimes victory involves your
efforts, sometimes it doesn’t. Israel won this victory because she gave an all-out
effort. “The children of Israel killed one hundred thousand foot soldiers of the
Syrians in one day” (1 Kgs. 20:29). When you face difficulties, you must fight as
hard as possible to win the battle. Then, God gave an additional victory without
involving even one Israeli soldier. “But the rest fled . . . into the city; then a wall
fell on twenty-seven thousand of the men who were left” (1 Kgs. 20:30). When
God is after an enemy, there’s no place to run for safety. The Syrians probably
thought there was safety behind the walls of a city, but even the walls of safety
turned against them. The walls killed 27, 000 soldiers. If you’re running from
God, the thing you’re using to protect yourself from God may be the thing God
uses to punish or destroy you. Lord, I will not hide behind anything. I expose
myself to Your will.
Your victory over sin is not based on conditions or circumstances. God can
win a battle in the hills or in the valley. Because God is all-powerful, He can win
a battle in any way He pleases. God may use circumstances to protect you or
God may use conditions to punish you when you rebel against Him. However,
don’t put your trust in circumstances or conditions. Learn to see things the way
God sees things. When you get God’s perspective, you’ll see an entirely
different world. Lord, open my eyes that I may see the Your will and give me
courage to do it.
Why does God use several ways to win a victory? Because He wants to
declare Himself as God. “You shall know that I am the LORD” (1 Kgs. 20:28).
God’s plan is not to hide Himself from humans. He is a self-revealing God. He
wants everyone to know He is powerful . . . all-knowing . . . ever-present. And
by giving His people victory, God makes a statement about Himself. Lord, help
me know you better.
Today’s Reading: 1 Kings 20
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Date Read
DAY 146
God Can Use Anyone
“Then Amos answered, and said to Amaziah: "I was no prophet,
nor was I a son of a prophet, but I was a sheepbreeder and a tender of
sycamore fruit. Then the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the
LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to My people Israel.’ –Amos 7:14, 15.

Amos was not the son of a rich man nor was he from the upper class nobles,
as was Isaiah the prophet. Amos was a working man—a shepherd—from Tekoa,
a poor mountain region 2, 700 feet high. He might be called a poor “hillbilly” in
today’s jargon.
God didn’t call Amos because of his background, nor because or his family.
We don’t know who Amos’ family was. God saw courage and faithfulness in
Amos, so the Lord called him to preach a message of warning to Israel that He
was going to judge the nation. Lord, what do you see in my heart?
Amos was not from the priestly line as was Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Amos
testified, The LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said to me,
‘Go, prophesy to My people Israel’” (Amos 7:15).
God didn’t check out Amos’ family pedigree, as a matter of fact we don’t
know what tribe of Israel Amos was from. “The Lord does not see as man sees;
for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart” (1
Sam. 16:7). God saw honesty in the heart of Amos. What God whispered in the
prophet’s ear, Amos thundered across the land. Amos was a trustworthy
messenger for God trusted him with His special message. Lord, can You trust
me?
Amos didn’t have the education of those associated with the school of the
prophets, as was Elijah or Elisha. Amos testified, “I was no prophet, nor was I a
son of a prophet” (Amos 7:14).
This is Amos’ way of saying he wasn’t
educated, nor did he have a theological degree, nor was he from a family of
preachers.
Amos knew who he was. He introduces himself at the beginning of his book,
“Amos, who was among the sheepbreeders of Tekoa” (Amos 1:1). He wasn’t
even the outstanding shepherd of the region. Amos saw himself as just another
herdsman. Yet when God gave him a message, it filled Amos’ life; it made him
special. He became God’s messenger.
Amos had to preach. We don’t know if Amos was a soft-spoken preacher
like Jeremiah, or if he thundered when he preached. But most Bible scholars
think he was loud, for he said, “The LORD roars from Zion, and utters His voice
from Jerusalem” (Amos 1:2). Probably Amos yelled out his message to the lost
sheep of Israel, as a shepherd yells for his lost lambs. In the same way, the Lord
wants you to share His message within the limits of your personality, and with all
the power of who you are. If you are a salesman, sell Jesus. If you are a teacher,
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instruct people about Jesus. If you are a mother, love people to Jesus. Be
yourself as you tell people about Jesus. Lord, help me to be myself in my witness.
The message of Amos was not about him, nor his background; but it was
about God who called him to preach and God who was the focus of his message.
That suggests we should focus on sharing the message of Christ, not testifying
about ourselves. Let’s be like Paul who testified, “We preach Christ crucified”
(1 Cor. 1:23). After all we are just the channel, He is the message. Lord, You
are the most important thing in my life.
Amos got attention with his preaching. Amaziah, the priest who served in
the court of King Jeroboam II, made a report to the king about Amos and his
message (Amos 7:10-13). This indicated Amos was creating quite a stir among
the people. However, there is no indication that Amos was successful because
there was no outward revival from his preaching.
Amos used numerical parallelism in his preaching; He cried out “For three
transgressions of (he named a nation), and for four” (Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13; 2:1,
4). Each time Amos named a nation, he listed their sin, telling why God would
judge them. With suspense building, Amos developed his sermon to a dramatic
climax, “For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away its
punishment, because they sell the righteous for silver, and the poor for a pair of
sandals” (Amos 2:6). Though uneducated, Amos’ sermons gave every evidence
of polish, literary development, and masterful arguments. The power of God’s
call upon a person motivates them to excellence in every realm of life and
ministry. The power of God’s call upon a life motivates them to rise above their
limitations to match the excellency of God’s call. Lord, may I grow to become a
polished instrument in Your hand.
As you read the book of Amos, look for the beautiful figures of speech and
metaphors. He was a man without theological education, but he could speak the
language of the people. He was a rhetorical giant when he spoke, “Let justice
run down like water, and righteousness like a mighty stream” (Amos 5:24).
Lord, help me rise above my limitations to serve You.
The name Amos means “burden bearer.” The meaning of his name is at the
heart of God’s call to ministry. God calls a person to fulltime ministry by giving
them a burden to serve the Lord. When you’re called of God, you must preach.
Lord, have You called me?
The call of God on Amos demonstrates God can use anyone, no matter their
education, background, family, or geographical place of birth. The usefulness of
God is determined by a person’s choice to be used. If God has called you, and
you place yourself at the Lord’s disposal; you will be used by Him. Lord, Here
am I, use me.
Today’s Reading: Amos 1-3
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Date Read
DAY 147
Worship Comes Before Service
“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne,
high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple” –Isaiah
6:1.
What you see in life determines what you become. Your growth depends on
your vision of God. Your success depends on seeing God and responding to His
call. Until Isaiah saw the Lord, he was just another member of King Uzziah’s
entourage. Isaiah admired all King Uzziah’s accomplishments (2 Chron. 26:115), and perhaps the king was his hero. Perhaps the prophet put too much trust in
King Uzziah and his military power. Perhaps Isaiah idolized King Uzziah too
much. The eventful day came when King Uzziah entered the Temple and
attempted to sacrifice in place of the Priest. Uzziah sinned because only a priest
could sacrifice. In Uzziah’s rebellion, the king refused to listen when the Priest
told him to “stop!” God judged the king. Immediately leprosy broke out on
Uzziah’s skin, a judgment from God. As a result, young Isaiah’s dreams were
crushed when his king was removed. Now, where could Isaiah look for
leadership? The answer is obvious, Isaiah needed to look to God. So in his
despondency, Isaiah saw the Lord, high and lifted up. Lord, may I exalt You
when my dreams collapse.
Isaiah saw the Lord, high and lifted up. Isn’t that the way we must meet the
Lord? God is high when we are lowest. He must be lifted up, when our world
comes unglued. God wants you to know Him before you serve Him. And what
will happen when you properly recognize Him? You’ll respond in worship. You
will lift the Lord even higher in your life. If God is calling you for a task, your
first task is not to serve Him, but first to know Him. Your primary purpose is not
to accomplish a task, your first priority is to worship. Lord, teach me to worship
before everything else I do for you.
When Isaiah saw the Lord, he also saw the seraphim—angels—surrounding
the throne. They were doing what you must do. They were crying out loud,
“Holy, Holy, Holy . . .” The angels called God, “The Lord of Host.” Since the
word Host meant angels, the angels were calling Him, “The God of the angels.”
The word host also meant an army. He was “The God of the fighting angels.”
Lord, I take refuge in Your protection.
When God calls you, try to get as close to His glory as possible. When
Isaiah was called, he saw God’s glory. The Lord was high, suggesting the
prophet was looking up into Heaven. Isaiah describes God’s robe or train
extended from the throne all the way into the holy of holies in the Temple. What
Isaiah saw—the robe—was probably the Shekinah-glory cloud of God that
extended from Heaven to earth. Isaiah might have seen smoke from the fire off
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the sacrificial altar curling gently into Heaven. The smoke or glory cloud looked
like the folds of a robe. Isaiah saw the glory of God. Lord, show me Your glory.
No one can remain the same after seeing God. What was Isaiah’s response?
He cried out, “Woe is me!” Your stubbornness will be broken when you see the
glory of God. You will submit to God’s plan for your life and you will follow
His leadership when you see the Lord sitting upon His throne. Isaiah realized he
was a sinner when he saw God’s holiness, “Because I am a man of unclean lips”
(Isa. 6:5). Even then Isaiah couldn’t say “Holy, holy, holy” with the angels. He
was too sinful to worship. A live hot coal was taken from the burning fire to
cleans him, “Having a live coal . . . he touched my mouth . . . your iniquity is
taken away, and your sin purged” (v. 6). You must be cleansed before your
worship. Lord, wash me clean with the blood of the lamb so I may worship You
(Rev. 12:11).
After Isaiah was cleansed and after Isaiah worshipped, then he was prepared
to serve the Lord. Isaiah heard the invitation from the Lord. “Whom shall I
send, and who will go for Us?” (Isa. 6:8). There was only one response the
prophet could give, “Here am I Lord, send me.” Is that the response when the
Lord calls you? What is God calling you to do for Him today? Hear am I Lord,
send me.
Even seeing God doesn’t guarantee victory and not everything that
worshippers do will be successful. God sent Isaiah to serve Him, yet in the
original commission, God told Isaiah he would fail. God told Isaiah the people
would hear his message, “but not understand it.” That’s hard for any servant of
the Lord to accept because we all want people to obediently receive our ministry.
But God told Isaiah that, “The people would not understand because their ears
wouldn’t understand his words, and their eyes couldn’t see the meaning of his
message, and their minds would be darkened” (v.10, Author’s Translation). God
was describing the spiritual blindness of the people. They would be spiritually
blinded to God’s message. That’s what we face when we minister to unsaved
people, they can’t understand because they are blinded. Lord, I don’t want to be
blinded to Your message as the world is spiritually blinded. Open my eyes.
Not everything Isaiah did was successful, so not everything you do for God
will be successful. Some friends will reject Jesus, and sometimes our projects
will fail because the people will not understand what we are saying. Lord, help
prepare me for failure.
Isaiah was commissioned to tell the people of God that if they didn’t repent,
God would carry them into captivity. Isaiah was told to warn them of judgment,
but he was also told the people would reject him. Isaiah was told his ministry
would fail.
Isaiah had a natural question, “Lord, how long?” (v. 11). God answered him
with a picture, “Keep preaching until the cities are destroyed, keep preaching
until the people of Judah are carried into captivity” (v. 11, Author’s Translation).
This answer meant that Isaiah was to be faithful even when the people rejected
his message. Isaiah was told to preach until the judgment finally came. This
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means you should be faithful in the face of rejection and failure. Keep on serving
the Lord as long as you live. Lord, I will always serve You.
Today’s Reading: Isaiah 6
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Date Read ____________
DAY 148
Prayer Changes Things
“In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And Isaiah . . . said to
him, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Set your house in order, for you shall die
and not live.”’ Then Hezekiah . . . prayed to the LORD, and said,
‘Remember now, O LORD, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth
and with a loyal heart, and have done what is good in Your sight.’ And
Hezekiah wept bitterly. And the word of the LORD came to Isaiah,
saying, ‘Go and tell Hezekiah’ . . . ‘I have heard your prayer, I have
seen your tears; surely I will add to your days fifteen years’”—Isaiah
38:1-5.
Suppose you knew the future. Suppose you knew that you would get sick, or
even die. Would you try praying to change the circumstances? Have you ever
prayed so intently for something you thought was impossible, yet you got the
answer you were seeking? Hezekiah did! God told Hezekiah that he would die
because he had an incurable sickness. God sent the prophet Isaiah to tell the king
that he would die. It was then the king prayed seriously, “Then Hezekiah turned
his face toward the wall, and prayed to the LORD . . . Hezekiah wept bitterly”
(Isa. 38:2, 3). When’s the last time you prayed so intently that you cried.
Hezekiah even reminded the Lord, “Remember . . . I have walked before You . . .
with a loyal heart and have done what is good in Your sight” (Isa. 38:3). Lord,
teach me to pray with all my heart.
Hezekiah must have prayed immediately and intently. Isaiah had not gone
very far, “Return and tell Hezekiah . . . ‘I have heard your prayer’” (2 Kings
20:5). Sometimes God lets you know immediately—before the answer comes—
that He will answer your prayer. This is when you have an inner confidence that
the answer is coming. It’s something you know by faith and confidence (Mark
11:29). At other times, you must go on with your life, trusting God, even when
you have no assurance the answer will come. Lord, teach me to always trust
You.
Even though the Lord supernaturally answers our request for healing,
sometimes God answers, using medicine or other agents. “Then Isaiah said,
‘Take a lump of figs.’ So they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered” (2
Kings 20:7). When you pray for healing, God may use a doctor, or an operation,
or medicine, or just plain rest. God may heal directly or indirectly. What do you
care how God heals, as long as He does it? How foolish those who refuse the
medical or scientific benefits God has given to the human race. The advances of
scientific research have benefited humanity. You should receive a new miracle
drug from God, just as you should receive a miraculous intervention from God.
Lord, teach me to trust the methods You use.
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There were two obvious reasons why God answered Hezekiah’s prayers.
First, Hezekiah didn’t have a son, but in the next 15 years, a son was born to
Hezekiah who continued the Messianic line through which Jesus was born into
the world. There’s nothing Stan would have rather done than keep Jesus the
Messiah from being born. But there was also a second thing Hezekiah needed to
do. Sennacherib, king of Assyria, would invade the Promised Land during
Hezekiah’s extended 15 years. Sennacherib would destroy the 10 Northern tribes
of Israel and lay siege to Jerusalem. Sennacherib was powerful enough to wipe
out the two Southern tribes and Jerusalem. Before it happened, God used the
prayers and leadership of Hezekiah to defeat Sennacherib, sending the Assyrian
king home in defeat. “Thus says the LORD . . . I will add to your days fifteen
years. I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria” (2
Kings 20:5, 6). Lord, I can’t see what the future holds for me, like Hezekiah I
pray earnestly about the problems that face me today.
There was another miracle associated with this answer to prayer. God asked
Hezekiah if he wanted the sundial to go forward or backwards ten degrees as a
confirmation. Hezekiah responded, “It is an easy thing for the shadow to go
down ten degrees; no, but let the shadow go backward ten degrees” (2 Kings
20:10). Hezekiah asked a hard thing from God. Why is it we usually pray for
easy things? We usually pray for answers that we think are possible. Sometimes
we are afraid to ask for difficult things because we don’t see how things could
work out. Or, we ask for easy things because we are afraid we will be
embarrassed if the answer doesn’t come. When the answer doesn’t come, “Oh,
our wretched evil heart of unbelief” (Heb. 3:12). We try to protect our “self
respect” with easy prayers. But what have we done? Our attempt to save
ourselves from embarrassment only intensifies our embarrassing lack of faith. I
believe, Lord, help my unbelief (Mark 9:24).
Hezekiah is the only person we know who had his life extended past his
appointment with death. Notice the qualifying phrase: “The only person we
know.” When someone has been sick—about to die—and God answers our
prayers for healing, isn’t that extending his appointment with death? So what do
we know about death? All of us must die, unless the Lord returns first. God has
set the time when each person dies. Because of that confidence, we say a person
is invincible until God is through with them. But God can extend the life on
anyone, if He chooses. Because the Lord is God, He can do anything he chooses.
Since prayer moves God, then prayer can do anything God can do. Lord, I pray
for big things.
Today’s Reading: Isaiah 38; 2 Kings 20
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Date Read

DAY 149
Finding the Main Road
“And a main road will go through that once deserted land. It will be
named the Highway of Holiness. Evil-hearted people will never travel on
it. It will be only for those who walk in God's ways . . . Lions will not lurk
along its course, and there will be no other dangers. Only the redeemed
will follow it. Those who have been ransomed by the LORD will return
to Jerusalem, singing songs of everlasting joy. Sorrow and mourning will
disappear, and they will be overcome with joy and gladness” –Isaiah
35:8, 9 NLT.
Some days it’s hard to find any inner peace. You start praying but don’t get
through to God. Why can’t you find your way to God? Maybe you’re traveling
the wrong road. Today’s scriptures picture how your approach to God is a
highway. Remember Jesus said, “I am the way” (John 14:6), so you must follow
the Jesus road to get to God. There’s no other road to salvation, and there’s no
other road that gives you access to God. Lord, I’m on that road.
Fellowship with God is found on the “Highway of Holiness.” Yes, God is
loving to forgive your sin. And yes, Christianity is not keeping rules. But those
who get close to God—real intimate—are those who live clean, pure lives.
Remember, holiness is not just keeping the rules, it’s finding the heart of God.
When you’re always walking as close to the edge of the highway as possible, be
careful; you might fall in a ditch. Lord, point me to the safe middle.
If you stay on the highway, you’ll find the heart of God. Just stepping on the
highway doesn’t mean you’ll find the heart of God. The highway is for walking .
. . traveling . . . putting out an effort. Just because you’ve accepted Christ doesn’t
mean you’ll enjoy intimacy with God. No! You have to discipline yourself,
striving against sin, getting up early to meet God every day. Lord, it’s tough, but
it’s worth it.
When you’re walking to see the one you love, the miles pass quicker, and
your pace quickens. You’ll almost find yourself running. God is your goal;
you’re heading toward worship. You’ll find worship under your feet will lift you
to God. You’re going to a place where you’ll sit with Him and talk with Him.
You’ll forget about your problems because you’re focused on God. Worship lifts
you over your problem so that you momentarily forget about them. When you’re
in God’s presence, you’re not a pessimist, worrying about irritating problems.
Lord, I worship You now.
Have you ever noticed that the things closest to you are the largest and things
far away are small? When you’re traveling down a highway towards a mountain,
it seems small and far away. When your highway goes through the mountains,
they seem much larger than they really are. The mountains may stand for
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barriers. How big is your problem today? If you’ve got a lion that’s about to eat
you up, notice what you find in God’s presence. “No lion shall be there.” When
you’re with God, He’s bigger than your problem. “There shall be no other
dangers.” Perhaps your problems are overwhelming because you’re not on the
highway that leads to God.
Every morning you’re invited to walk with God. “The redeemed will walk
there.” Where are you walking? Did you see the word “return?” You can return
to God’s presence again and again. So turn your back on your problems for a
few moments, return to God in this new day. You’ll eventually have to go back
to the problems, but begin with God for strength and renewal. Meet God. Look
at His beauty, and look away from your daily pressures. Lord, refresh me to go
back to my pressured schedule.
Isaiah is writing about pilgrims journeying the road to Jerusalem, where
they’ll enter the Temple to sing and worship in God’s presence. He’s describing
the future Kingdom on Earth. But what about today? You don’t journey to a
physical spot on earth, i.e., to Jerusalem. You don’t climb a steep mountain road
to Mount Zion to enter God’s presence. Your “highway” may lead to a family
room, den, or motel room. You can meet God anywhere, any time, in any
condition. You can even meet Him in your car or as you commute to work, or at
your desk when you get to work. Lord, I’m walking.
What do you do on the road to God? You do what you do when you get into
God’s presence? You sing “songs of everlasting joy.” Can you sing aloud? You
can sing the Psalms of Scripture or the modern praise choruses. They are songs
of joy when they are sung to the Lord. Can you praise the Lord and focus on
Him? When you magnify the Lord, you enlarge His presence in your life. Just
as eyeglasses don’t make the words on paper larger, they make your perception
larger; just so when you magnify the Lord in song, you don’t change Him, you
change your perception of Him. Lord, I worship and magnify You.
Life’s a journey. Get on the highway to God. Push ahead until you find His
presence, because then you’ll have true joy. When you worship the Lord, you’ll
find your self-singing—songs of worship that will rejoice your heart. Lord, I
sing to You.
Today’s Reading: Isaiah 35
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Date Read
DAY 150
Seeing Things From Afar
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” – Isa.
7:14. “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the
government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace”—Isa. 9:6. “He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of
sorrows . . . He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows . . . He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities . . .
and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” –Isaiah 53:3-6.
Sometimes you beg God to fix an immediate problem, but God doesn’t
answer your prayers the way you ask. Sometimes God solves the problem with a
long-term solution. Maybe you think God hasn’t heard your prayers, or God
won’t answer your prayers. What you need is long-range vision to see God’s
overall program. Isaiah was crying out for the nation to repent, but the people
rejected the message of Isaiah and his God. Even though God would
immediately judge their sin, He also had a long-range strategy. God’s ultimate
strategy was the death of His Son for the sins of His people. So while God gives
Isaiah an imminent message of judgment, God also gives a prediction of His
long-range solution for sin, i.e., the substitutionary death of His Son for the sins
of His people. Lord, when I get impatient because You don’t do immediately the
things I ask, give me patience to see Your long-range plan on earth. God first
gave Isaiah the prediction that a virgin would conceive. This was not in-vitro
fertilization the way modern scientists do it today. No! Isaiah predicted the
virgin will bear a Son whose name is Immanuel, which means, “God with us.”
This Child would be both a human son, yet also God with us in the flesh. This
miraculous birth would result in a Son who was God Himself that would live
among us. Lord, thank You for this prediction.
Next Isaiah predicted the nature of this Child by the names given to Him.
The Child would be a wonderful counselor. The word wonderful is a reflection
in the Hebrew language of a supernatural or a God-event. The Son would be the
“mighty God.” Since Jesus said He and the Father were one (John 10:30), the
Son would be as eternal as the Father. The Son would be a prince (one who will
inherit the throne) who is characterized by peace. The Son will give peace to His
subjects and He will rule, resulting in peace to the world. Lord, I want that peace
in my life.
But Isaiah also predicted calamity and despair. The people of the world
would reject the Child. They would revile Him and persecute Him. The coming
Child will bear the grief and sins of humanity. The Child will actually be
persecuted and killed, but His death wounds would be a substitute for the
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punishment that sinners should bear. The predicted Son was called, “The lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Every Jew understood
the substitutionary principle. When a Jewish father placed his hands on the head
of a lamb at Passover to confess his sins—and those of his family—so the
family’s sin was transferred to the lamb. Then the lamb died in place of the
family. Lord Jesus, thank You for being my substitution and dying for me.
Isaiah predicted the birth, life and death of Jesus Christ, but he didn’t
understand everything he was writing. Peter noted, “The prophets predicted the
grace that would come, then searched their own writings to understand what they
wrote, searching to know the time and nature of Christ’s coming, because the
Holy Spirit spoke through them to predict the sufferings of Christ and the glories
that would follow” (1 Peter 1:10, 11, Author’s Translation). Isaiah wrote about
the coming Messiah (the Greek word Christ is a translation of the Hebrew word,
Messiah. Both words come from the root anointed one). Now you can study
Isaiah’s predictions, just as Isaiah himself studied his own prediction to
understand what God was doing. However, there is a difference; you will look
back on completed redemption, while Isaiah had to look forward to the predicted
death of Christ. Lord, thank You that I can study and know the salvation You
gave me.
The book of Isaiah has many other predictions. Obviously, he predicted the
attack on the northern tribes of Israel by Assyria (chapters 1-39) and the attack on
the southern tribes of Judah by Babylon (chapter 40-61). Isaiah predicted the
ministry of John the Baptist (chapter 40) as well as the preaching ministry of
Messiah. He gave extensive predictions of the coming kingdom on this earth,
i.e., the 1000-year millennium (chapter 4, 11, 60-66).
Isaiah has been called “The Prince of Prophets” because of his eloquent
messages and the extent of his prophecies. However, don’t put emphasis on the
human man, the greatness of Isaiah is seen in his messages. He encompasses all
the prophetic messages, either in embryonic or extensive prose. He writes with
clear words, enticing metaphors, and powerful themes. Because of all these
reasons, the book of Isaiah appears first among the prophetic books, although
some were written before him.
Different writers have their favorite names for God, Isaiah constantly
referred to “The Holy One of Israel.” When God’s people sinned, Isaiah wanted
them to know the Lord was holy. God had a lofty standard. When the people
dipped their standard of living, God did not change to be like them. God is holy.
Lord, I know You are holy, make me holy. But Isaiah’s favorite name included
those to whom he wrote. God was, “The Holy One of Israel.” The Lord was still
their God. He would punish Israel, even driving them from the promised land;
but God would not forsake Israel. Isaiah continually described the coming
millennium where Israel would return to occupy the promised land, where in
peace the lion would lie down with the lamb; and their Messiah would rule them
in righteousness. Lord, I believe it and look forward to it.
Today’s Reading: Isaiah 53
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\His Daily Presence to be appended\152
CHAPTER 150.doc

Date Read __________
DAY 151
Hosea’s Message of Undying Love
“The Lord will heal Israel from backsliding, He will love them freely and
forever; because His anger toward Israel has been satisfied”—Hosea
14:3, Author’s Translation.

Most people wrongly think the Old Testament is about God’s wrath while the
New Testament is about His love. The prophet Hosea demonstrated with His
own life the constant love of God for Israel, even though God’s people are like an
unfaithful wife. Lord, I rejoice in Your love for me.
God appeared to Hosea telling Him to go take Gomer, a harlot for a wife.
But her prostitution was not by accident or financial reverse, it’s part of the
wife’s heritage because she is from the “children of harlotry” (Hosea 1:2). This
is a strange request for a God of love. Why? Because God desires a man and
woman to have wonderful marital love like the pure love between Christ and His
church. Therefore, some picture the events in this book as an allegory that didn’t
really happen. Others suggest the wife was faithful at first, but later had affairs
and then left Hosea for other lovers. Still others believe she was a prostitute from
the beginning, but Hosea didn’t know about it until later. These explanations are
given by those who have a great sense of moral consciousness. However, they
don’t feel the moral outrage that God feels over the unfaithfulness of Israel
against His love. Lord, make me sensitive to any temptation to turn away from
You.
Hosea married Gomer as the Lord commanded. The beginning of the book
tells about their stormy relationship with each other. Gomer bears three children,
each one has a symbolic name that reflects Israel’s rebellious relationship with
the Lord. The first child is named Jazreel (God scatters) that predicts God
scattering the Jews around the world. The second is named Lo-Rahamah (not
pitied), the name reflects God’s wrath that goes with His judgment. The third is
called Lo-Ammi (not my people) that predicts God will remove His people from
their honored place and home.
Just as the nation was first unfaithful to God and finally rejected God, so
Gomer finally leaves Hosea and the three children. She returns to her former sin,
to a life of prostitution. She loves the sin of sex and others more than her
husband. But even when Gomer rejects Hosea, he never loses his love for her,
just as the Lord never loses His love for Israel. Lord, I feel Your undying love.
Because Hosea doesn’t give up he goes searching for Gomer everywhere,
because he loves her. Finally, Hosea finds Gomer in a slave market. It’s a
picture of the Lord searching for us, finding us enslaved to sin. Because Hosea
still loves Gomer, he buys her out of slavery and brings her back to his house.
He restores her as his wife. Israel continually “played the harlot” and went back
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to her old ways of worshipping idols and heathen gods. But God does not give
up on Israel. Eventually He will purchase His nation out of the slave market and
bring them back home to the Promise Land.
The message of Hosea is that following the lust of the flesh will enslave
God’s people. What Hosea pictures in the bondage of Gomer will happen to the
Jews when Babylon destroys Jerusalem and enslaves the nation in physical
bondage.
But there’s a positive side to the story. Israel was punished, but she learned
her lesson. Historians tell us that when the nation returned from Babylon, she
never again sought idols or false gods of other nations. Hosea predicts “the
children of Israel shall abide many days” (Hosea 3:4) before they turn again to
God. This “many days” is the church age or the dispensation of the Gentiles.
There is coming a future kingdom when Israel will again experience God’s love.
The nation will dwell obediently with the Lord in the Promise Land. Lord, I look
forward to that day.
In that future day, God says, “I will heal their backsliding; I will love them
freely” (Hosea 14:4). Once the saved Jews of the Old Testament are resurrected
and join the “righteous” Jews living at the beginning of the millennium, their
waywardness will be gone. They will not have any temptation or lust to be
unfaithful to God. Then God can finally say, “I will love them freely” (Hosea
14:4).
In that future day, God will say, “My anger is turned away” (Hosea 14:4).
Before in His death, Jesus has propitiated (satisfied) the wrath of God against all
sin (1 John 2:1, 2); also because of the death of Jesus, “God had passed over the
sins that were previously committed” (Rom. 3:25). Jesus is the “Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29); He takes away the sin of Israel
as well as the church’s. That includes you and me. Because God originally
loved us, Christ went to Calvary, and because of His death, we continually
experience His love.
Today’s Reading: Hosea 1-3, 14
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Date Read
DAY 152
The God of the Next Chance

“ . . . For the day of the LORD is at hand; it shall come as destruction
from the Almighty” (Joel 1:15). “A day of darkness and gloominess, a
day of clouds and thick darkness” (Joel 2:2). “The earth quakes before
them, the heavens tremble; the sun and moon grow dark, and the stars
diminish their brightness” (Joel 2:10).
No one likes to be punished, and no normal person wants to see someone else
punished. Yet, the prophet Joel had to deliver a message that God would punish
His people because of their sin and apostasy. Joel preached during the reign of
the good king, King Joash (2 Chron. 22-24) and probably knew Elijah and Elisha.
In spite of outward renewal in the nation, the people were inwardly corrupt. So
Joel constantly warned God’s people of the coming “Day of the Lord.” He
warned, “You’ve never seen anything like this before” (Joel 1:2-3). Lord, I
believe Your warnings in the Bible are truthful.
Joel says the coming judgment of God would be like a swarm of devouring
insects that would destroy everything in their path. He described a vicious army
that would come from the north to invade God’s people. Technically, Bible
teachers describe this prediction as the prophetic law of double fulfillment. The
first judgment was fulfilled when Assyria destroyed Israel, and the same kind of
judgment will happen in the future when the nations attack Israel from the north
in the future Tribulation period. Technically, Joel describes the future Battle of
Armageddon when he says, “I will gather all nations, and I will bring them down
into the valley of Jehoshaphat” (Joel 3:2). Because Joel’s prediction was
accurately fulfilled in the past, we can have confidence that his predictions about
the future will be accurately fulfilled. Lord, I believe You mean it when You
warn us against sinning.
Joel “announced what God was saying, “Turn to Me with all your heart”
(Joel 2:12). Not just outward repentance but, “with fasting, and with weeping,
and with mourning” (Joel 2:12). Joel told them, “Tear your heart, not just your
garments” (Joel 2:13, Author’s Translation). Remember, God will never punish
anyone without giving them an opportunity to repent and turn to Him. Why?
Because, He is the God of the second chance. If you have turned from God, He
will give you a second chance. Wouldn’t today be a good time to “turn around”
to do what God originally told you to do? God, today I turn around.
Joel told God’s people to “call a sacred assembly” (Joel 2:15). Most
contemporary Christians don’t understand a sacred assembly because they’ve
never attended one. It’s a meeting where Christians publicly repent of all known
sin, search their inner conscience for hidden sin, and seek the Lord. In this
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assembly the people continue meditating in the presence of God and praying until
revival breaks through. At a sacred assembly, the people plead, “Spare Your
people, O LORD, and do not give Your heritage to reproach” (Joel 2:17). O
Lord, save my nation from judgment.
Joel not only predicted punishment, he also told about revival. What is that?
Revival is not a church meeting, nor is it a heightened feeling of religious
experiences. Revival is described as God pouring out His presence among His
people. Joel describes revival when God shall visit His people, “I will pour out
My Spirit on all flesh” (Joel 2:28). Lord, I want revival; I want Your presence in
my life.
Yes, future punishment is coming to the unsaved that rebel against God. Joel
described it, “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: blood and
fire and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon
into blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD (Joel
2:30-31). A righteous God must do the right thing to punish all who break His
laws. But even in judgment God holds out mercy, “And it shall come to pass
that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved” (Joel 2:32).
So, today call on the Lord if you need forgiveness. He is the God of the
second chance. Some may need to call on the Lord for revival so you can
experience His presence in your life. Whatever you need, call on the Lord now
because there is coming a future day when it will be too late to call on the Lord!
When it’s too late, the God of the second chance becomes the God of the last
chance. Lord, I call on You now. Come to me.
Today’s Reading: Joel 1-2
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Date Read
DAY 153
Obadiah is Important
“The vision of Obadiah. Thus says the Lord GOD”–Obadiah 1:1.

The book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament, with only 21
verses. Obadiah was the prophetic author, yet we know almost nothing about
him. Rather than emphasizing himself or his spoken ministry (if he had one), the
emphasis of the book is on Obadiah’s unique message against Edom. The name
Obadiah means “servant of the Lord,” and because of his fixation on the
LORD’S name, Obadiah wanted you to know about his GOD, not about himself.
Lord, help me put all my emphasis on You and not on myself.
The message of Obadiah was against Edom, a nation living in the mountain
region south of the Dead Sea. Edom and Israel always had bitter feelings. Their
hatred goes back to the womb of Rebekah, because there Jacob and Esau
contended with each other (Gen. 25:22-23). As young boys they fought over the
family’s money; first over the birthright (Gen. 25:27-34), and then over the
blessing of money (Gen. 27:1-41). Esau vowed to kill Jacob (Gen. 27:41), and
the two hated each other in perpetuity. From Jacob’s 12 sons came the nation of
Israel, and from Esau’s son came the nation known as the Edomites. The Bible
reports many clashes between these two nations.
When Jerusalem was attacked and sacked, the Edomites participated in its
destruction and looting. Obadiah pronounces a message of judgment against
Edom, “For violence against your brother Jacob, shame shall cover you, and you
shall be cut off forever” (Obad. 1:10). When the children of God tried to escape,
Edom, “stood at the crossroads to cut off those among them who escaped”
(Obad. 1:14). The Israelites loved Obadiah’s message because they hated the
Edomites.
Obadiah has an unusual reverence for the holy name of the LORD. He got
his vision from “the Lord GOD” (Gen. 1:1). Notice the name Lord only has the
letter “L” capitalized, while the rest of the spelling is in lower case. Yet, the
name GOD has all three letters capitalized. This is unusual, compare this with
Genesis 2: 4, 5, 7, 8 where the name LORD is completely capitalized and the
name God only has the “G” capitalized. Lord, help me be careful to use Your
name properly.
Obadiah’s prophecy comes directly from “the Lord GOD.” (The Hebrew is
Adonai Yahweh, literally, from the “Lord, LORD”). The name Lord (without
capitalization) means “master.” He is our Master, much as a slave looks to his
master for direction and duties. When the Lord is your Master, your main duty is
obedience. Lord, I will obey you.
The name LORD, when all four letters are capitalized come from Jehovah or
Yahweh. This name is from the Hebrew verb “to be” and is literally translated “I
AM. I AM.” When Moses asked the LORD who He was, Moses got the answer,
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“I AM WHO I AM” (Exod. 3:14). The LORD of Moses was the great I AM.
The name Yahweh means “Self-Existent One” or the Eternal One.” When Moses
asked God who He was like, the LORD answered saying He is not like anyone or
anything, the LORD compared Himself to Himself, “I AM LIKE MYSELF.”
Lord, I will worship You as the Great I AM.
The name Jehovah or Yahweh was so sacred to the Jews that they would not
pronounce it or write it down. They wouldn’t even write it in the Holy Canon of
Scripture. Because the name Yahweh was so sacred, the Jews substituted the
name Lord (Adonai) in place of Yahweh (LORD) in their Bibles. However, they
capitalized it as GOD. Those who read the King James Bible can always tell it is
Yahweh because the name GOD is capitalized. So in the Hebrew Bible, Obadiah
1:1 really reads, “Lord LORD.”
This means Obadiah had a really important vision. His visions were from the
Lord LORD. It was important because it was from the Creator God who is your
Master. You must worship the Lord LORD who is the holy Self-Existent One.
You must obey Him as His slave. God wanted total obedience and total worship
from Obadiah. Lord, I give you my total obedience and worship.
Why such an important revelation of the Lord LORD for what seems a small
issue of brotherly infighting? The Lord LORD wanted everyone to know that He
takes His covenants seriously. The LORD swore to Abraham that He would
bless His children and that covenant was extended to Isaac and Jacob not to Esau
and eventually not to Edom. God’s covenant was to bless the world through
Abraham and his seed, not through Edom. God promised to protect His seed
against any who would do them harm (Gen. 12:1-3). Therefore, the book of
Obadiah is a declaration that God is keeping His Word by judging those who hate
the Jews. Obadiah tells the world that God still means to keep His covenant, “I
will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you” (Gen. 12:3).
Lord, thank You for keeping Your Word.
Today’s Reading: Obadiah

E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\His Daily Presence to be
appended\155 CHAPTER 153.doc

Date Read
DAY 154
Looking For A Vision
“I will go to my private “watch” to seek God’s vision. I will wait to see
what God will show to me . . . . Then the Lord said, ‘Write this vision
plainly so people can understand as they run pass: your vision is about
the future. Be patient, for you will eventually accomplish your vision . . .
You must live by faith now that you are justified’”—Habakkuk 2:1-4,
Author’s Translation.

What’s your purpose in life? What makes you get up in the morning? What
drives you each day? What gives you the most satisfaction in life? God has a
plan or purpose for your life. In this lesson we’ll call it a vision. A vision is
what you see that can happen in your life. God has a vision for your life, but do
you have a vision of what He wants you to do? Solomon said, “Where there is
no vision, the people perish” (Pro. 29:18). That means if you don’t have a vision
for which to live, you’ll fall for anything. You might as well be dead. Lord,
show me Your vision for my life.
Do you know someone who lives for pleasure or just to go out dining? Some
live for money, promotions or to own their own business. Some live for
weekends, vacations, and retirement.
Others live for alcohol, drugs,
pornography, or a secret sin. Still others have legitimate goals such as their
family, church, or to serve mankind. But how many people have God’s vision
for their life? Habakkuk’s vision was living for God by faith. Lord, I want to
please You.
Habakkuk knew he had to get away from the crowd. It’s sometimes hard to
hear the voice of God when everyone is talking. Habakkuk had a “private
watch.” Do you have a place? a time? a commitment? A “watch” has to be
quiet so you can hear God’s voice—so you can get God’s vision for the day.
That means no radio . . . no television . . . no newspaper. It means just you and
God meeting privately. It’s then God begins to show you His vision for the day
or for your entire life. Lord, I’m here waiting on You.
Sometimes, your private watch can happen as you drive to work. People
pass you and are around you. How can that be a private watch? Because nothing
distracts your thoughts. Maybe you’re on an airplane or you have to kneel by
your bed in a dormitory. How can you have a private watch? Private may mean
“no people,” but it can happen when people are around, because you have private
thoughts, private focus, and private meditation. But some people don’t have a
private watch with God, even when they’re alone. They can’t keep their
thoughts on God. Lord, I give You my full attention.
Are you confused about your life’s goal or about your job? Maybe your life
doesn’t make sense. That’s not God’s fault; God knows what He’s doing and
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what He wants you to do. You’re confused because you haven’t seen God’s
vision for your life. Don’t run ahead of God; wait for Him. Listen to what God
wants to say to you. You can’t hear the Lord’s voice when you’re in a hurry.
Lord, I’m here, waiting.
When God gives you a life’s-vision, it’s not enough to think about it, nor is it
enough to pray for it. Write it down. Why? Because your thoughts disentangle
themselves through your fingertips. Sometimes I’ve been confused about God’s
plan for my life, but my thoughts begin to clarify when I begin to write them
down. When I journal, I find myself editing the ideas I’ve written. As my
writing becomes clearer, my thoughts become clearer. Reading the Bible gives
you a broad understanding of God’s plan, but writing helps you see accurately
what to do. Lord, I will write out Your vision for my life.
You can’t always immediately find God’s plan for your life. Sometimes you
need patient searching before you know what He wants you to do. Sometimes
you need patience—not because God’s plan is hidden—you need patience to wait
until you get the ability to understand it. Lord, I will wait.
The phrase “The just shall live by faith” occurs three times in Scripture.
Each time there’s a different emphasis. The theme in Romans is justification, so
in Romans 1:17 the emphasis is on being declared righteous before God. The
verse in Hebrews 10:38 appears before the great chapter on faith, so the emphasis
is on trust. The verse in Habakkuk 2:5 emphasizes living, i.e., because you are
justified, you must live by faith. Lord, I will trust You for everything today.
Today’s Reading: Habakkuk 1-2
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Date Read
DAY 155
Why So Few Christians?
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be
Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting”—
Micah 5:7.
Why are there so few Christians? Only 42 percent of Americans are
professing Christians according to the polls. South Korea has only 30 percent
professing Christians. But even then, dedicated followers of Jesus know that the
percentage of true Christians is much lower. Many of those who profess
Christian faith are not really born again. Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 7:1). Why are there
so few Christians in the world? Why can’t many more unbelievers see that God
is the Creator (Rom. 1:18-21)? Why don’t they listen to their conscience when it
convicts them of sin (Rom. 2:14-16)? The answer is straightforward. “Men
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19).
People are basically selfish who satisfy their lust of the flesh, their lust of the
eyes and their pride of life (1 John 2:16). Lord, I pray for more lost to be saved.
The Lord wants everyone saved (2 Pet. 3:9), and God loves the world (John
3:16). But still only a small percentage of the world follows Jesus. In some
Islamic dominated nations, less than 1 percent are professing Christians. But this
low ratio doesn’t catch God by surprise. Jesus noted only a few would be saved.
“Wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are
many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which
leads to life, and there are few who find it” (Matt 7:13, 14). Lord, I’m glad I
entered the narrow door.
The prophet Micah preached during the reign of Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah. He was a contemporary of Isaiah. His key word is hear. Micah
wanted God’s people to listen to a message of judgment. But the majority of the
people didn’t listen to him. They turned a deaf ear to God. So Micah’s second
key word was remnant. After God judged the sin of Israel, only a few Jews
would remain among the nations of the world. Isn’t that true today? There are
only a few Jews, and they are scattered in almost every nation on earth. God
said, “I will make her that hated remnant” (Micah 4:7), and “The remnant of
Jacob shall be among the Gentiles” (Micah 5:8).
God’s plan for Israel is similar to His plan for the Church. Today, God is
working through a remnant of believers. So, even though we have a few large
modern mega churches, most of the churches are small, and Christians are in the
minority. Lord, now I understand why there are so few true believers in the
world.
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God is almighty and could split the skies to make everyone repent of sins and
call upon Him for salvation. But that’s not the way God works. God does His
work in unseen ways. He does powerful miracle inside the hearts of people.
Micah wrote that God would visit them, but He would come to a small out-ofthe-way town in Judea called Bethlehem. “Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are
little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the
One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting”
(Micah 5:2). Did you see that prediction? God would visit the world, but He
would be born in an obscure town. If God can start His work in humble
Bethlehem, maybe God can do a great work in your life even though you are not
at the center of Christianity. Lord, I want You to visit me today.
Don’t become discouraged if your church is not growing, or if you’re the
only believer at the place where you work. When it seems like sin is running
rampant in the world, don’t give up. God works in unknown places, and He
works through small groups of followers. God’s strategy is to work through a
remnant. Lord, come work through the small group of Christians around me.
Look what a remnant can do. Micah said that God’s remnant would be “as a
dew from the Lord.” Since dew can produce life in dying plants, you can be dew
to those dying spiritually. Since dew can make plants fruitful, you can help
Christians around you to be fruitful. Since dew can satisfy your thirst, you can
give people the living water of life. People are thirsty for the meaning of life.
You can be dew to satisfy their longing. Dew may not look like much, especially
when compared to a torrential downfall of rain, but dew can keep someone alive
when there’s no water anywhere. So, God likens you to dew. When there seems
to be no hope, you’re God’s dew to give hope—first to other believers—then to
those who have no hope. Lord, I’ll be dew.
There’s one more thing about dew. If there’s no dew, then a famine will
sweep over a region. Lack of dew was one outward sign of God’s punishment.
If you are not dew, it would mean God has given up on your world. If there were
no dew, you’re living in a spiritual famine or a spiritual dustbowl. So, when you
see signs of dew, remember God is still working in the world. He hasn’t given
up on us. If there’s dew, it means God hasn’t taken His Holy Spirit from the
world. No, God hasn’t abandoned us just because Christians are a minority. God
has a strategy that focuses on His remnant. God wants to use you as dew in the
world. Lord, I see You working from behind the scenes. Do Your work through
me.
Today’s Reading: Micah 5
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DAY 156
Nahum’s Good News
“The burden against Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum” –
Nahum 1, 2.

Nothing much is known about Nahum, perhaps because God wanted his
message of judgment against Nineveh to be prominent in this book. Nahum was
from the village of El Kosh; again nothing is known about his hometown.. Some
think it was a village on the shore of Lake Galilee and the town’s name was
changed to Capernaum (literally the village of Nahum). Nahum moved south
from Capernaum to Jerusalem because of the sin of northern Israel and it was
from Jerusalem he preached.
Nahum’s judgmental message against Assyria and its capital city Nineveh
was welcomed by the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Assyria had destroyed the
Northern Kingdom of Israel and carried away the prominent citizens in 722 B.C.
Assyria had attacked Jerusalem and would have destroyed the city except for
God’s miraculous deliverance under the prayers of Hezekiah. The Southern
Kingdom had good reason to hate Assyria and gladly received Nahum’s
prediction that she was going to be destroyed.
The book begins with a psalm (1:2-8) that recognizes the wrath of God to
judge those who oppose His will and abuse His people. Nahum teaches that acts
of inhumanity are attacks on God, and He will punish people the way they treated
their enemies. Lord, I fear Your anger; I plead the blood to forgive my sin.
Assyria and Nineveh had been the dominant power in the Near East world
for 100 years when Nahum lived. God had used Assyria as His instrument to
judge His sinning people. But now Nahum predicted it was Assyria’s turn to feel
the sting of God’s judgment. The city of Nineveh didn’t fall in Nahum’s time,
but in 612 B. C. Nabopolasser the Babylonian king destroyed Nineveh, so much
so that it never regained its influence. The entire Assyrian Empire was taken
captive into the Babylonian Empire by Nabopolasser and then his son
Nebuchadnezzar ruled in his father’s place.
God is righteous and holy; He will judge Assyria by the same standards He
applies to others. Nahum’s message is first, “God may use Assyria to punish a
sinning nation.” But Nahum’s second message is “God will punish Assyria by
His same standards of righteous and holiness. Lord, I hide in the blood of Jesus.
The message of Nahum was a comfort to the people of Jerusalem. Assyria
would no longer pose a threat to them. This message of comfort to the remnant
of God’s people in Jerusalem was a reflection of Nahum’s name. It meant
“consolation.” Lord, I rest in Your comfort.
The book is introduced with the phrase, “The burden of Nineveh.” The word
“burden (Hebrew masa is literally a load) was part of the call of God to a
prophet. A burden is like someone picking up a heavy stone, and looking for
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some place to put it down. God put a heavy message on the prophet’s heart, then
he looked for a place to preach it. Lord, the message of the Gospel is a heavy
burden.
Two prophets in the Bible had specific messages from Nineveh. The first
was Jonah in 810 B. C. (150 years before Nahum) who called the city to
repentance. Assyria listened to Jonah and was saved from destruction. The
second message was from Nahum; Nineveh didn’t listen to Nahum and was
destroyed. Lord, may I always listen and obey Your message to me.
Nahum got a vision from God (Hebrew chazon which means literally to see,
v. 1). This vision was probably more than an inner burden or spiritual insight.
Nahum received a supernatural vision of Nineveh’s destruction of Assyria Did
Nahum get a vision of words that he wrote them down? Did Nahum see images
of the city being destroyed (“The chariots rage in the streets, they jostle one
another in the broad roads” ((Nahum 2:4))? We don’t know how God
communicated the vision to Nahum, we just know the results that were written in
the book. We like Nahum must preach the Word of God, no matter how God
communicates it to us. Yes Lord, I will obey what You have written!
The first word in the book of Nahum is the name Nineveh. The very name of
the city of Nineveh would panic the people of Jerusalem when they heard
Nahum’s message because the name Nineveh would have been in the newspaper
headlines, if they had them. For 100 years, Nineveh had dominated her
neighbors. She had terrorized the ancient world. Nineveh’s civilization had been
in existence for over 300 years. So when Nahum preached about Nineveh’s
destruction, everyone wanted to hear what he had to say. Nahum’s message was
simple, the God of Jehovah who is holy and just is greater than the most powerful
nation of the day. Therefore, the people of God should fear the wrath of God
more than they fear the anger of the Assyrians. “The LORD is good, a
stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows those who trust in Him” (Nahum
1:7). Lord, I hide in You for protection.
Today’s Reading: Nahum 1-3
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Date Read __________
DAY 157
When God Sings
“The LORD your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will
rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will
rejoice over you with singing”—Zephaniah 3:17.
The Bible says much about our singing. The entire book of Psalms is
dedicated to all the various ways we sing—we sing to one another—to God—and
to ourselves. But what do you know about God singing? When the Bible says
God sings, you should want to know: why He sings? where He sings? and how
He sings? I’ve heard some of the greatest Gospel singers of our day, but I surely
want to be there when God is in concert.
God sings in the future when it’s all over: when all the dispensations are
over, the Tribulation is over, and Jesus Christ has personally returned. When
Israel is gathered into the land, “He will rejoice over you with singing” (Zeph.
3:17). Most of the promises in the Old Testament predicted God will raise up the
righteous and bring them again into the Promise Land. Did you see that word
promises? When God finally keeps His promise to the Jews, then He sings. The
world says it’s not over until the shouting, but the Bible teaches it’s not over until
God sings. Lord, I want to be there to hear You sing.
But to experience the promise that God would sing, you must first understand
God’s promise of punishment and judgment. Zephaniah came preaching in 621
B.C. with a message of judgment, before Josiah’s revival. Did Zephaniah’s
preaching produce Josiah’s revival? Zephaniah burst on the scene with his
message, “I (God) will utterly consume everything from the face of the land”
(Zeph. 1:2). God promised to judge the sin of His people. They worshipped
false gods, breaking the First Commandment, “You shall have no other gods
before Me” (Exod. 20:3).
They carved idols, breaking the Second
Commandment, “not make for yourself a carved image” (Exod. 20:4). They
lived in adultery, lies, lust and spiritual hypocrisy. No sin escapes God who said,
“I search Jerusalem “ (Zeph. 1:12).
Because of Israel’s sin, Zephaniah announced “trouble and distress,” and
darkness and gloominess,” and “the trumpet and alarm” (Zeph. 1:15, 16). He
constantly predicted “the great day of the Lord” (Zeph. 1:14) which would come
with sudden vengeance. No one had seen the anger of the Lord as Israel would
see it. Heathen nations may do vile and filthy things, but God’s people were to
be holy as their God is holy. The heathen sinned in the darkness, but God’s
people sinned in the light; therefore, there is the greater judgment. O God, have
mercy on me, for I am not perfect.
Zephaniah is a book of contrasts. Zephaniah contrasted the coming awful
punishment of God on His people, with their glorious future in the coming
millennium. Zephaniah predicted God will raise up a “remnant” of His faithful
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people who will worship Him in the coming kingdom. Watch for the word
“remnant” as you read, for that’s God’s principle today. While much of the
world goes after lust and rejects God, He is looking for a faithful remnant to
worship and serve Him. Lord, I will be faithful; count me in Your remnant.
The contrast of Zephaniah continues. Upon the dark backdrop of judgment,
beautiful rays of light penetrate the darkness. The light is God Himself who
shines in our life as He comes with a message of hope. The world walks in
darkness because they abandoned God. The coming Light was promised, “The
LORD your God (is) in your midst” (Zeph. 3:17). Lord, I need some light; let me
get closer to You.
The darkness flooded over God’s people when they were destroyed by
Babylon in 586 B.C. Zephaniah also promised the glorious Light with God’s
coming to give His people victory when “the Mighty One, will save” (Zeph.
3:17). It will be an awesome day when God destroys His enemies and saves His
people. in a mighty way. Lord, I want to be there.
Zephaniah pictures the darkness of an enemy possessing the holy city of
Jerusalem to destroy it. The glistening Light of God removes all enemies. Then
God and His people will possess the land. But most importantly, God will then
“rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice
over you with singing” (Zeph. 3:17). That will be a wonderful day when God
sings. Lord, I magnify You for Your promise. I will partake in Your fulfillment.
Something you ought to know for sure. Just as God promised judgment and
it came to pass, just as sure the promises of a glorious kingdom will come to
pass. Lord, I believe it.
It’s then God will sing, and I want to be there for the concert. God will sing
the doxology because the world as we know it is coming to an end. God will
sing triumphantly because He’s the Victor. God will sing tenderly because He
dwells with His people. God will sing the happy prelude because eternity is
beginning.
Today’s Reading: Zephaniah 1-3
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Date Read __________
DAY 158
Does God Want Excuses?
“Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: ‘Before I formed you
in the womb I knew you . . . I ordained you a prophet to the nations.’
Then said I: ‘Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.’
But the LORD said to me . . . ‘you shall go to all to whom I send you, and
whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of their
faces, for I am with you to deliver you’” –Jeremiah 1:4-8.

Why is it that we are more concerned with our weakness then we are with
God’s power? God called Jeremiah to be a prophet, but the had some excuses
why he couldn’t do it. Maybe Jeremiah’s excuse was his birth. He was born into
the priestly line, so it could be that Jeremiah wanted to offer sacrifices rather than
preach. Also, Jeremiah’s father was Hilkiah, the famous and powerful revival
priest under Josiah (Jer. 1:3). Many children of godly parents don’t serve
because they don’t think they measure up to their father. Maybe Jeremiah’s
excuse was his age. He didn’t want to speak for God, saying, “I cannot speak,
for I am a youth” (Jer. 1:6). Maybe you don’t serve the Lord because of an
excuse that you don’t know about. God would tell you today, what He told
Jeremiah; don’t ruin your life by excuses. Lord, forgive my excuses.
God doesn’t accept excuses. He’s rejected excuses down through the ages.
Why? Because with God’s call to service comes God’s enablement to serve.
God promised Jeremiah, “I am with you to deliver you.” Isn’t His presence
enough to solve any problem you face? If God is with us to use us, why should
we be afraid? That’s the same promise Jesus made to us when He gave the Great
Commission, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations . . . and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:19, 20). Did you see that
word, always? No matter where you serve the Lord, or how long it takes, He’ll
always be with us. Lord, help me feel Your presence.
Some people don’t serve the Lord because they don’t know what to say.
Maybe they don’t speak for the Lord because they think they are not good at
talking. But if the Lord is with you, He will overcome your reticence. How
could you keep quiet if God is with you? Lord, help others see Your presence in
my life.
Some don’t want to serve the Lord because they are new Christians, or they
feel too immature to serve God. They are untaught, or at least they don’t know
what to say. How does God answer this excuse? “Behold, I have put My words
in your mouth” (Jer. 1:9). God will tell you what to say. So, let’s take stock.
Maybe you are not serving the Lord because you are not close enough to Him to
know what He wants you to say. Or, maybe you don’t listen when He speaks.
God has spoken in His word, and you don’t take time to read His word daily; or
E:\BACKUP LEGACY PROJECT 9.18.14\Books\His Daily Presence to be appended\160
CHAPTER 158.doc

you’ve never implied yourself to learn the Scriptures. Lord, speak, for I will
listen to You and I will learn what You want me to say.
God had a big task for young Jeremiah. “See, I have this day set you over
the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out and . . . throw down, to build and
to plant” (Jer. 1:10). God wanted Jeremiah to be much more than a priest who
sacrificed for a few families. God had a “nation-encompassing” task for
Jeremiah. What about you? Who ever you are, and wherever you find yourself
this day, God has a much bigger job for you than you can ever imagine. God
wants you to do more than you think you are capable of doing. That’s why God
give you His presence to go with you, and He gives you His words to speak.
You plus God can get any task done. He’s ready, are you available? Lord, here
am I.
Jeremiah was faithful to serve the Lord all the days of his life. Why?
Because he had the presence of the Lord in his life and ministry. Initially, the
Lord came to Jeremiah in His word (Jer. 12:4, 9, 11, 13). Then God assured
Jeremiah, “For I am with you, says the LORD, to deliver you” (Jer. 1:19). How
will God’s presence in your life make a difference today. Begin by meeting Him
in His word; then talk to Him in prayer. As you meditate in His presence, yield
to His direction and power. Lord, I’m waiting in Your presence.
The first time Jeremiah is mentioned in Scriptures, he did something to
influence the nation. When the godly king Josiah was killed in battle, “Jeremiah
wrote a lament—i.e., a song of mourning—for the entire nation to sing. A law
was made that everyone had to sing it annually and it was written in
Lamentations” (2 Chron. 35:25, author’s translation). (See Jer. 22:10-16, Lam.
4:20). Lord, help me to begin immediately serving you.
Today’s Reading: Jeremiah 1
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DAY 159
Looking For Honesty
‘“Run up and down every street in Jerusalem’ says the Lord. ‘Look high
and low; send throughout the city! If you can find even one person who
is just and honest, I will not destroy the city. Even when they are under
oath . . . they all tell lies’”—Jeremiah 5:1-2, NLT.

The United States military advertises it is looking or “A Few Good Men.”
Diogenes the cynic in 350 B.C. took a lighted candle in the daylight through the
streets of Athens “looking for an honest man.” God told Jeremiah to search
everywhere in Jerusalem to find one honest man. If Jeremiah could find just one,
God promised to spare the city from judgment.
Jeremiah was commanded to hurry—run—because judgment was coming.
He was also told to look everywhere, in the houses and open places. God told
him to be thorough, “every street.” God knew before he started that Jeremiah
wouldn’t find one honest man. Why? Because “all men are liars” (Ps. 116:11).
Jeremiah could have searched everywhere and not found an honest man
because, “there is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never
sins” (Eccl. 7:20). Not only are all men sinners, every part of their life has been
corrupted by sin. First their mind, “none who understand” (Rom. 3:11).
Second,, sin has controlled their emotions, “With their tongues they have
practiced deceit” (Rom. 3:13). Third, their will is corrupted, “None seek after
God” (Rom. 3:11). The total personality is guided by sin. Lord, indwell my
personality and make me honest.
Jeremiah searched for an honest man among the poor (Jer. 5:4) but didn’t
find one. Most think poor people are honest because they have no money,
reputation or position to hide. But hard times don’t make them honest, it just
makes them hard. “They have made their faces harder than rock; they have
refused to return” (Jer. 5:3). Lord, soften me to the truth.
Jeremiah next searched for an honest man among those of position (Jer. 5:5).
He thought the leaders would be honest because they have gotten what they want
in life. But Jeremiah found “these have altogether broken the yoke and burst the
bonds” (Jer. 5:5). Lord, keep me honest when I reach leadership positions.
Jeremiah next searched for an honest person among the young and children.
Again, many think the young are honest because they have not yet learned to lie.
Also, the young have not lived long enough to have anything to lie about. But
Jeremiah didn’t find honesty there because children are born with a sinful nature.
They don’t learn to lie, it’s natural to lie. When you see one child hit another and
ask, “Why did you hit him?’, they’ll lie and tell you, “I didn’t hit him.” Lord
give me victory over my inborn sinful nature.
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The next group was the preachers or ministers. Most of us expect ministers
not to lie because they are men of God. But Jeremiah didn’t find his honest man
among the preachers. He concluded, “The prophets are filled with hot air, and
the Word of God is not in them” (Jer. 5:13, Author’s Translation). Lord, forgive
preachers.
In Jeremiah’s time, he was looking for one honest man. The fact Jeremiah
couldn’t find one was God’s way of telling Israel they had all forsaken Him and
broken the law and gone after false gods. Because Jeremiah couldn’t find one
honest man God was justified to punish the nation. Today, God is still looking
for an honest and just man (and woman). God is looking for someone to serve
Him, someone He can trust. Lord, I will be honest and just.
Honesty begins and flows from the presence of God. In His presence, you
become honest when you realize nothing is hidden from God; you confess . . .
you repent . . . you seek forgiveness. Because encountering sin is embarrassing
and stressful, you don’t want to go through that agony again. After you leave the
presence of God, you determine to live honestly because you know you’ll come
back to God’s presence again. Lord, forgive every lie.
But the presence of God is more than any event or a place. After you leave
the Quiet Time, God goes with you, Jesus lives in your heart. Since He is the
truth (John 14:6), let him tell the truth through you. Yield! Let Jesus in your
heart control your words. Let the honesty of Jesus become your honesty. Lord, I
yield.
Today’s Reading: Jeremiah 5
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Date Read __________
DAY 160
What Do You Wear?
“Thus the LORD said to me: ‘Go and get yourself a linen sash, and put it
around your waist, but do not put it in water.’ So I got a sash according
to the word of the LORD, and put it around my waist” —Jeremiah 13:12.

The book of Jeremiah is filled with symbolic actions very similar to the
media events or sound bites that activists use today to get their message on
television. Jeremiah was told to go buy a new sash, one so new it hadn’t been
worn. He couldn’t wear his favorite sash, or one that had drawn a lot of
compliments. As a matter of fact, the sash had to be so new that it had never
been washed. In today’s language, a sash was like wearing a man’s tie or a
woman’s scarf. Just as a tie or scarf gives color and coordination to a suit, so a
sash was more than a belt to hold a tunic tight; a sash gave color and beauty to
otherwise drab clothing.
The beautiful sash was a symbol of Israel. God wanted Israel to bring
compliments to Himself. God wanted heathen nations to give Him praise and
adoration when they saw the grace and righteousness of God in the lives of
individual Jews. The bottom line, God wanted people to see His holiness when
they saw the clean living of individual Jews. “For as the sash clings to the waist
of a man, so I have caused the whole house of Israel and the whole house of
Judah to cling to Me,” says the LORD, “that they may become My people, for
renown, for praise, and for glory; but they would not hear” (Jer. 13:11). Jesus,
may others see Your beauty in me.
God then told Jeremiah to go hide the sash under a rock in the muddy
Euphrates River bank. The place is important. The Euphrates River runs
through Babylon, the nation that God would use to punish Israel. Jeremiah had
constantly warned Israel that the vicious warriors of Babylon were coming to
destroy Israel because she had worshipped foreign gods. Jeremiah couldn’t hide
an old sash or a dirty sash, it had to be a brand new sash. Jeremiah couldn’t hide
it in the Jordan River (20 miles away), but he had to make the 250 mile trip to
hide the sash. God wants our total obedience, even in unpleasant tasks. He
won’t compromise or accept our compromise. Lord, forgive me when I’ve not
totally obeyed You.
Later Jeremiah was instructed to go get the sash (Jer. 13:6). Now it was
filthy, mildewed and rotten. Then God instructed Jeremiah to wear the sash
among the people of Israel. Jeremiah’s message from God was, “In this manner I
will ruin the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem” (Jer. 13:9). No
upstanding man would wear a filthy sash in Jeremiah’s day, just as no minister
would go in the pulpit with a dirty mildewed tie that was covered with food
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stains. Lord, make me feel the embarrassment You feel when I sin before
unsaved people.
The filthy sash was “profitable for nothing” (Jer. 13:7). That’s a description
of sinning Christians. Christians think they have many purposes in life, i.e., to
have children, get a good job, acquire a home, car, accessories, etc. These things
only serve as a means to an end; the ultimate purpose of every believer is to
glorify God. We fulfill our life’s purpose by the holiness of our life and by the
worship of our hearts. God gets great glory by our holy living and by our holy
worship. Without our life to back up our lips, our worship is “profitable for
nothing.” Lord, show me any hidden sin that invalidates my worship.
Usually our sin that destroys our testimony before the world is the sin that
God uses to punish us. When Israel lived corrupt lives like the Babylonians and
worshipped false gods as the Babylonians worshipped false gods, God predicted
He would rub Israel’s nose in Babylonian filth. Remember the prodigal son who
left his father’s house for drinking and riotous living? It was that crowd who
took his money then abandoned him when he was broke. That crowd drove the
prodigal son to the hog pen. If you refuse to give up your sin for God, He may
rub your nose in it until you repent. Lord, help me learn this principle in my
heart so I don’t have to learn it in experience.
Another lesson we learn from the soiled sash is that what we are is more
important than what we say. God understood the principle of “sound bites” and
“media events” long before the days of television. Activists can preach their
message to the television audience, but no one listens. However, the television
audience watch their actions. Jeremiah preached constantly, but no one listened
to him. Then God used “symbolic actions” to capsulate the message into
understandable bite-sized pieces. Every time you refrain from a sin that is
practiced by the people at work, you send a message. Every time you carry a
testament or pray before a meal, that is an outer event that testifies to your inner
faith. Lord, use my actions before the world.
The message of the filthy sash was unexpected. The people didn’t expect
Jeremiah to wear a filthy sash. The people didn’t expect Jeremiah to bury in mud
the beautiful new sash that had never been washed. God doesn’t expect His
believers to be filthy. Even the world doesn’t expect the Christian to sin, though
they will tempt the believer to drink or party with them. But when a Christian
leader is caught in adultery, it is headlined on the 6:00 O’clock News. But the
world doesn’t get shocked when a worldly leader falls into the same predicament.
Why? Because the world doesn’t expect bad behavior from those who claim to
be people of God. Lord, may I never disappoint You.
Today’s Reading: Jeremiah 13
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DAY 161
The Potter’s House
“The word which came to Jeremiah . . . ‘Arise and go down to the
potter’s house . . . there he was, making something at the wheel . . . And
the vessel that he made of clay was marred . . . so he made it again into
another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make”—Jeremiah 18:14.
The nation of Israel was likened to a clay pot that the potter was molding on
the potter’s wheel. As the potter tried to mold the pot into the image he had in
his mind, the clay on the wheel didn’t cooperate. The clay doesn’t yield to the
potter. Sometimes we Christians are like that, the Lord is trying to mold our
lives into the image He has for us but we resist the plans of the Lord. Lord, don’t
let me resist Your touch on my life.
Sometimes it’s a small stone or some cinders that keep the clay from yielding
to the potter. Cinders are like little sins in our life that prohibit the blessing of
God. Sometimes a small patch of gritty cinders are too small to see, like the little
sins we don’t notice that make us un-useful to God. Lord, I will get rid of
everything that displeases You.
Sometimes the clay just doesn’t yield in the potter’s hand. Seasoned potters
say the clay must become one with the potter’s hand, working jointly to
fashioning a pot. This is like the Christian who doesn’t have any transgression,
but just wants to live for his selfish purpose, live his own way. Lord, don’t give
up on me.
Sometimes the clay doesn’t mold into the vessel the potter desires. The clay
collapses just as the edges of a cup are being formed in the potter’s hand. It
doesn’t have the right mixture of clay and water. This is like the Christian
without character. The Christian who hasn’t developed Bible knowledge and
personal discipline will collapse when the divine Potter puts on the pressure.
Lord, I will prepare my personal life to do Your will.
When the clay collapses, the potter will usually begin again because he has
faith in the clay. But the potter also knows what he wants to do with the clay, so
he doesn’t give up. Sometimes the potter has to begin over several times. Lord,
don’t give upon me. Every time I mess up, begin again.
After the potter tries unsuccessfully for several times, he takes the clay off
the wheel and works it hard with his hands. The potter uses his immense
pressure to make the clay pliable in his hands. The potter inspects the clay
searching for cinders or anything that’s hindering the clay from becoming what
he wants it to be. This process is like the trials God sends to conform us to His
will. “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that
the testing of your faith produces patience . . . that you may be perfect” (James
1:2-4). Lord, I want to yield so I won’t have trials.
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Sometimes the potter doesn’t take the clay off the wheel to pound it into
shape, he just makes the clay into something lesser than he planned. When the
clay resists becoming a fine china teacup, beautiful and exquisite for a king, the
potter makes it into a plain old common cup. If the Potter tries to make you into
a teacup but your selfish will keeps collapsing the rim, the Potter may make you
into a lesser vessel. Instead of a king’s teacup, the Potter molds you into a
common coffee mug. Or perhaps God has to think smaller. Suppose God was
going to mold you into a large vessel to bring in the harvest, but you were not
pliable in His hands? Suppose you didn’t get your college or seminary training.
All God can do is to make you a storage bin to hold someone else’s harvest.
Rejoice, at least you are a useful vessel. But sadly, you could have been more.
Lord, forgive my failures and use what is useful in me.
God uses all types of vessels, “But in a great house there are not only vessels
of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for
dishonor” (2 Tim. 2:20). Did you see that phrase, “some for honor and some for
dishonor”? Don’t you want God to honor you? The key to an honorable life is
yieldedness in the Potter’s hand. Lord, I yield.
Paul tells Timothy, flee also youthful lusts” (2 Tim. 2:22). If we will not
give into our selfish desires (the word lust means desires), we become useful clay
in the Master’s hands. “Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he
will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every
good work” (2 Tim. 2:21). Lord, I want You to honor me by using me.
Are you in the Potter’s hand? Notice God’s answers, “Look, as the clay is in
the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel!” (Jer. 18:6). It’s
wonderful to be in God’s hand and feel His fingers working the clay of our lives.
Look in the corner of the room, you see discarded clay. Some clay doesn’t have
the texture to be molded. Other piles of clay are filled with cinders. But you’re
in God’s hands. He hasn’t given up on you and He gently pressures you into the
type of vessel He wants. Every once in awhile, God adds some extra clay where
we need it. He adds a handle or presses hard to make a spout. Don’t complain,
don’t fight, don’t get discouraged. Rejoice if you’re still on the Potter’s wheel.
Lord, I yield.
Today’s Reading: Jeremiah 18-20
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New Mercies For Today
“Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, because His
compassions fail not. They are new every morning, great is Thy
faithfulness”—Lamentations 3:22-23, KJV.
Jeremiah sat on a hill overlooking the burning city of Jerusalem to weep over
what he saw. Most Jews thought Jerusalem was inpenetratable because the city
sat on a high mountain (Zion) with huge thick walls. God’s people called her the
Eternal City. The Book of Lamentations gets its name from Jeremiah’s lament.
Remember, he is called “the weeping prophet.” Now, Jeremiah laments over the
slaughter of its inhabitants, the destruction of the city, and the annihilation of the
Temple. Lord, why do You punish Your people?
Jeremiah had predicted Babylon would invade the Promised Land and judge
God’s people, but no one believed him. The prophets before Jeremiah had
predicted the same things, and God’s people didn’t believe them. Why is it that
people who believe in the existence of God become unbelievers when it comes to
God’s judgment? They just don’t believe God’s promise to punish sin and
rebellion. If you are a believer, God will bless your obedience; you must also
believe He will punish your disobedience. Lord, I believe, help my unbelief.
Many believers have claimed the promise, “great is Thy faithfulness,”
because they love the hymn by that title. These believers usually apply this
promise to the good things God will do for them. When believers pray, they ask
God to answer their request because “great is His faithfulness.” But they take
this phrase out of context. The verse means “God is faithful to punish just as He
promised.” As Jeremiah sat overlooking Jerusalem, God’s promises were being
fulfilled before his eyes. God was being faithful to punish Jerusalem, just as God
had promised. Lord, teach me to fear You because You punish sin.
The ashes and destruction of Jerusalem should take away any unbelief in
your heart. If God is faithful to punish disobedience, He also will be faithful to
reward obedience. The Book of Lamentations should teach you that God is
faithful. “He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24).
Thank You, Lord, for being faithful.
Remember, God never takes delight in judgment, and He never arbitrarily
punishes. Actually, we do it to ourselves. When we choose to sin, we have
chosen the consequence that go with that action. The police will eventually catch
those who continually break the speed laws, or the law breaker will eventually
have an accident. They can’t complain, “Why are the police mean?”, or “Why
did I have that accident?” You can’t blame the police or circumstances, or
anything else. You can’t blame God. You must accept the responsibility for
your disobedience. But God is faithful to the laws by which He runs the world.
God uses an agency to punish; He does not punish directly, but indirectly through
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the consequences of broken laws. Lord, thank You for running the universe by
Your laws.
You can learn two other qualities of God from Jeremiah’s lament. First, God
is merciful, “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed.” If you are
suffering punishment, rejoice! You’re not dead. God didn’t take your life, nor
did He punish you any more severely than you’re now suffering. Even in
judgment, God is merciful. And what is that? Mercy is God’s goodness to the
undeserved. Lord, thank You for mercy.
There’s a second quality about God you can learn from judgment. Even in
punishment, God is compassionate; which is another way of saying, “God is
love.” If you’re living, it’s because God is compassionate. “We are not
consumed because His compassions fail not.” The judgmental nature of God
punishes sin, while the loving nature of God permits you to live through the
judgment. Great is Your mercy and love.
Too often we think of God’s past goodness. We praise God for the past
accomplishment on Calvary. We thank God for saving us in the past. But God is
NOW. There is no yesterday or tomorrow with God. God is as up-to-date as
today; therefore, you must recognize, “They (God’s mercy and love) are new
every morning, “great is Thy faithfulness.” Lord, I thank You for today’s mercy
and love.
Did you see the phrase, “new every morning”? That means God will be
faithful tomorrow morning and every morning next year, and the decade after
that. That means you ought to be an optimist. Don’t be a worldly optimist based
on your positive thinking, but be a biblical optimist because God will be faithful
every day. If you disobey, God will be faithful to judge sin and when you obey;
God will be faithful to bless you. Lord, I look forward to each new day.
What does today hold for you? “His mercies are new every morning.” What
new thing do you want God to do for you this day? Don’t get your motivation
from yesterday’s blessings. Don’t live on old spiritual experiences. Get a new
challenge for this day, and live in the light of new mercies. Lord, I am looking
for Your mercies today.
Today’s Reading: Lamentations 1-3
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I’m On My Face
“I was among the captives by the River Chebar, that the heavens were
opened and I saw visions of God”—Ezek. 1:1. “This was the
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the lord. So when I saw it, I
fell on my face”—Ezekiel 1:28.
What should be your reaction when you see the glory of God? You should
do what Ezekiel did. “I fell on my face.” You should worship God to give Him
the glory that only He deserves. But let’s not talk about what God expects of us,
let’s discover what we actually do. Some people start shouting for joy, others
laugh; some just become quiet in contemplation. When some people meet God,
they’re more focused on their feelings, their actions, and what’s happening to
them. But Ezekiel fell on his face to worship. Lord, forgive me for selfish
reactions that were more concerned with me, than with You.
God doesn’t have to show us Himself, but He does. Why? He reveals
Himself so we will worship Him for Who He is. When He shows His greatness,
we should worship Him for His unlimited and massive existence. Ezekiel saw a
whirlwind of a great cloud. This was the Shekinah and it manifested God. When
He shows us His love, we should worship Him for His compassionate dealing
with us. Lord, I will worship according to what You show me about Yourself.
God showed Ezekiel His glory and awe. “. . . above . . . was the likeness of
a throne” (Ezek. 1:26). It was described with words like “sapphire,” and “amber”
and “fire” and “brightness round about” and “the glory of the Lord.” Words
were inadequate to describe what Ezekiel saw, but it was breathtaking and
glorious. Lord, I want my worship to equal the awe of the dazzling electricity of
Your glory.
Whenever you see God’s presence, there are angels. Ezekiel saw four
heavenly creatures who reflected the message God was giving Ezekiel. While
the passage doesn’t tell us they sang, “Holy, Holy, Holy,” we know from other
passages that’s how they worshipped Him. The angels had eyes that were similar
to angels in the Book of the Revelation (Rev. 4:6, 8). They too glistened. See
the words to describe them: “burning coals” and “lamps” and “fire” and
lightning.” Lord, I worship in the presence of pure shining light.
Ezekiel saw wheels; one “wheel in the middle of a wheel.” The wheels could
roll in any direction and “they were so high they were dreadful” (Ezek. 1:18).
The wheels rolled silently wherever the angels went. They suggest to us the idea
of “limitless” and “infinity” and “almighty will.” They went everywhere God
directed. Today, you need to worship God for His limitless presence. He is
everywhere you go. You can’t step away from God’s nearness, and wherever
God goes, His almighty power goes with Him. Now that you know God will be
with you, don’t act like you’re a stranger, or you’re doing things by
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yourself. You’ve got divine company. Lord, I worship You on Your throne,
but I also worship You next to me.
Ezekiel also heard loud noises. He heard the flutter of their wings, like the
noise of a gigantic flock of pigeons flapping the air about you in the park. “I
heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the
Almighty.” Probably the loudest roar Ezekiel ever heard was a waterfall, so he
likened the angel wings and the voice of God to the greatest decibels ever heard.
Does God have to shout to get your attention? That’s what people do when you
don’t listen, or we’re in danger. What did Ezekiel do when he heard the loud
voice, “I fell on my face.” Is that what you should do now? Lord, I’m on my
face; receive my worship.
There are many ways to worship God. The traditional way is on our knees.
David sat in the Tabernacle (2 Sam. 7:18). Solomon stood and spread his hands
toward Heaven (2 Chron. 6:12). But Ezekiel, like many others, fell on his face.
How do you worship the Lord? Technically, it’s not the position of the body, but
the response of the heart. You can kneel or stand, but your heart can be prostrate
before the Lord. Lord, my heart is stretched out on the floor before You.
It seems the greatest bodily symbol of prayer is “on your face before the
Lord.” Why? To lie on your face demonstrates total submission. It’s a picture
of your bowing before a general who has just defeated you. So, you yield to his
wishes. You will do gladly whatever he asks. You bow in gratitude, knowing
the general would have killed you, but he didn’t. As you fall on your face to
God, you know your sins could have condemned you to Hell. But the conquering
Lord has extended mercy to you, so you fall on your face in gratitude. You
worship Him. Lord, I’m on my face to worship You. Come!
Today’s Reading: Ezekiel 1-3
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When His Presence Leaves
“Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub,”
—Ezekiel 9:3. “The glory of the LORD departed from the threshold of
the temple”—Ezekiel 10:18. “The glory of the LORD went up from the
midst of the city and stood on the mountain, which is on the east side of
the city—Ezekiel 11:23).
Have you ever felt the presence of God leaving? Probably not! Because if
you felt the departure of God’s presence, you’d do something about it. Who
wants to lose God’s blessing in their life? Not me! The story in today’s text tells
how God gradually departed from the Holy Land. First, God’s glory—the
Shekinah—lifted up from over the Ark of the Covenant. No one complained, no
one noticed; no one did anything. Next, the Shekinah lifted up from over the
door into the Temple. Again, no response from anyone. Then the Shekinah left
the city of Jerusalem to dwell over the Mount of Olives on the East. No one
noticed. Finally, the presence of God ascended up form the Mount of Olives into
Heaven. God was gone. Lord, I want to be so close to You that I can feel Your
every movement.
Notice, God didn’t leave His people suddenly or instantaneously. He left in
gradual stages. Isn’t that the way people lose the presence of God today? They
forget to pray, they don’t go to church, they neglect the Word of God. Most
don’t step from the presence of God into abject rebellion. It happens in stages.
Sin stealthily slips into our lives like an undetected snake slithers into your
backyard. Israel was gradually losing the Shekinah presence of God and didn’t
know it. Lord, give me eyes to see dangerous snakes stealing into my life.
God didn’t sneak out of town. For a couple of hundred years, different
prophets had warned God’s people about their sin. God had negatively
denounced their sins, and He had positively wooed them back to Himself. The
word Ichabod means “the glory has departed,” but God gave His people plenty of
warning before he left. Lord, give me a heart to be sensitive to Your presence.
Notice the first place that God vacated. He left the Ark of the Covenant.
Remember, the lid on the Ark was called the mercy seat. When God came to
visit His people, where did He sit? He didn’t have a luxurious throne like
Solomon. No, God sat on a box (the word Ark means box). A box doesn’t ever
have a backrest when you could lean back and relax. If an important guest were
to come to your house, would you seat him on a box? Probably not! You’d be
impressed with their importance. But only God can save, so you’d seat Him on
the mercy seat because that’s the place you get forgiveness of sin. When Ezekiel
saw God lift up from the Ark and the mercy seat, it was because the nation was
no longer concerned with forgiveness. They no longer brought blood to sprinkle
on the mercy seat on the Day of Atonement. Lord, don’t leave me; I plead the
blood of Christ.
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The next place of departure was from over the door to God’s house. People
were still going through the door, but they had idolatry in their hearts. Within the
hidden small rooms of the Temple, the Sanhedrin (means 70 men), were
worshipping idols that represented the abominable and unclean animals (Ezek.
8:100-13). Women were weeping for the false god Tammuz (Ezek. 8:14-15).
Ezekiel saw 25 men worshipping the sun (Ezek. 8:16-18). The door to the
Temple represented the door to God, but people were entering through the door
to apostatize and blaspheme God. So, God’s Spirit halted briefly over the door.
It seems as if God were waiting for some people to come to Him. But no one
came. No one noticed the glory of God was leaving the Temple. Lord, I will
never leave You.
Finally, the Shekinah left to pause briefly over the Mount of Olives to the
East of Jerusalem. How could God leave the city of God? He left because the
people hadn’t listened to Him in the past; they hadn’t sought the Lord when He
was there. Notice, the Lord waited high above the city, high above Olivette.
God didn’t leave like those who fold their tents in the night and disappear into
the darkness. Every eye could see, but no one took the opportunity to look up.
Maybe they were spiritually blinded, or perhaps they were so focused on their
selfish pursuits they didn’t take time to look for God. Lord, I will search for You
every day.
Do you see the comparison between the Old and New Testament? In the
Old, the Shekinah left from the Mount of Olives; Jesus ascended into Heaven
from the same place. Why did God choose that place for both departures?
Perhaps because the olive trees there stood for the oil of the Holy Spirit, or olives
stand for fruitfulness; or throughout Scripture, olive trees are a symbol of God’s
people. When God leaves, the Lord will no longer be fruitful and spiritually rich.
Lord, I need Your presence.
Today’s Reading: Ezekiel 8-9
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God Keeps His Promises
“Fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land
had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate she kept Sabbath,
to fulfill seventy years” —2 Chronicles 36:21.
When God tells you what to do, it is good for both you and God. When God
gave the Fourth Commandment, it included worship for Him, but also included
health, happiness and wholeness for His people. God said, “Remember the
Sabbath day to keep it holy . . . in it you shall do no work” (Exod. 20:8, 10). Do
you see the two propositions? First you are to keep it holy to the Lord, and
second, you shall rest. The word Sabbath means “rest.” Thank You, Lord, for
sleep and rejuvenation. Sometimes I need more rest than others.
God sees all the implications of His commandments that we do not see. The
Fourth Commandment included a provision for even the land to rest. “Six years
you shall sow your field . . . but in the seventh year there shall be a sabbath of
solemn rest for the land, a sabbath to the LORD” (Lev. 25: 3, 4). Why did God
include His requirement for resting the land? Research at agricultural colleges
reveal if farm land is not rested, it’ll use up its nutrients and become nonproductive. Because all law is an extension of Lord’s nature, even the sensible
laws of crop rotation would make the farm land of Israel more productive and
glorify God over the long haul. God who planned the farming cycle, knew all
this. Lord, may I learn from Your laws of nature.
So the Sabbath day was more than just getting God’s people to stop working
and go worship God. The Sabbath rejuvenated the worshipper’s body for better
weekday production. The Sabbath also invigorated the worshipper’s mind and
spirit to more intensive weekday work. Lord, make me rest so I can do more for
You.
There was a two-way street about the Sabbath. Work hard six days for better
profits, and make the 7th day holy with worship for better spirituality. There
would be consequences if either aspect of the equation broke down. Lord, help
me see Your balance in this world.
The Jews did two things wrong. First, they quit worshipping God properly.
Jeremiah warned them, “Do not go after other gods to serve them and worship
them” (Jer. 25:6). Israel was carried into captivity because of its foolish idolatry
and profane worship of false gods. But there was another small—but very
important—aspect of rebellion. Israel refused to keep the Sabbath laws about
resting the land. It may have been the lustful drive to make more money so they
kept using the land until they used it up. Maybe with Israel’s passion for more
money was her unbelief. Israel wouldn’t believe God meant it when He said to
rest the land. Lord, help me obey You in the smallest details.
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So, God sent Israel into captivity for 70 years, “To fulfill the word of the
LORD . . . until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate
she kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years” (2 Chron. 36:21). Count the total years
Israel had occupied the Promise Land 490 years. So, for every year of
disobedience, God let the ground lay idle. Lord, teach me to fear disobeying
You.
Many things happen when you don’t set aside time to worship God. First,
you begin to lose your spiritual edge, then secret sins slip into your life. After
you miss worship on many occasions, you begin to think God doesn’t mean what
He commands. Even though we are believers, we become practicing unbelievers.
Lord, help me see any sliding in my spiritual life.
You should come to His Daily Presence because God wants your worship.
But also, you should come because worship makes you grow. But don’t forget
its protective value. Worship keeps you from evil. Look at the 70 years of
captivity. Trees and bushes grew where crops were once fruitful. Wild animals
roamed where God’s people lived. For 70 years nothing was happening above
the surface of the ground; but underneath the sod, God was at work. He was
using the cycles of nature to replenish the Holy Land into productive land. If you
are not as productive as in the past, what will God have to do to return your life
to fruit . . . more fruit . . . and most fruit (John 15:1-6). Lord, help me keep
growing.
We should not live like a legalist, always worrying about breaking a law that
we don’t know about. We should not serve the Lord out of fear of punishment.
Rather, there should be positive reasons to serve the Lord. We should eagerly
look forward to private worship each day, as well as eagerly looking forward to
gathering with others each Lord’s Day for corporate worship. We should
worship, not for what we selfishly get out of it, but we should worship because of
Him; because He is worthy, we worship. Because He seeks our worship, we give
it. We worship because it’s the right thing to do. Lord, I come worshipping.
Today’s Reading: 2 Chronicles 36; Jeremiah 25
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The Power of Choice
“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with
the portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank;
therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile
himself”—Daniel 1:8.

You don’t have the power to follow God, until you make a decision to obey
God. Daniel was a teenager—probably 16 years old—yet he had the maturity to
know he was a child of God, and he had the core values to put God first in
everything. The courage of Daniel is all the more amazing, considering he was a
“prisoner of war” taken when Nebuchadnezzar threatened Jerusalem in 605 B.C.
To keep from being destroyed, the Jews gave Nebuchadnezzar gold and young
Jewish men to be trained in Babylon to work in Nebuchadnezzar’s empire.
Daniel was away from home, in a foreign culture, intimidated by the most
powerful nation on earth; yet “Daniel purposed in his heart” to follow God. God,
give me the courage of Daniel to always obey You.
Daniel was chosen to be trained to work in the Babylonian Empire. Most
would expect the young exile to “get along,” but Daniel refused to eat what they
provided, i.e., “The king appointed for them a daily provision of the king's
delicacies and of the wine which he drank” (Dan. 1:5). Some say Daniel refused
because the “delicacies” violated Jewish dietary laws, i.e., pork, shellfish, etc.
Others say the food was first sacrificed to idols, so Daniel refused because he
didn’t want to recognize the claims of a false idol. Still others say Daniel refused
the wine because it was fermented, and God had prohibited wine that led to
intoxication. What convictions do you have about food? What would you
refuse, even if social pressure was put upon you? Lord, teach me to only eat and
drink the things that will glorify You.
Daniel spoke to his supervisor, suggesting a different diet. “Please test your
servants for ten days, and let them give us vegetables to eat and water to drink”
Dan. 1:12). Notice what Daniel didn’t do. First, he did outright refuse. Second,
he didn’t demand the diet of his ethnic background. Daniel didn’t have rights, so
he couldn’t demand different food. He didn’t even threaten to starve himself to
death. No! This was a mature young man; no wonder the Babylonians wanted to
train him to be an administrator for them. Look at what Daniel didn’t do, then
learn some principles how to deal with opposition in a world where we Christians
are a minority. Lord, teach me how to deal with demands from unsaved people.
There are several fast for the believer. The normal fast is going without
food, but drinking only liquids; sometimes juice. The absolute fast is doing
without both food and water. The Daniel Fast is a name given when certain
foods are eliminated such as meats or desserts. This is also called a partial fast.
If you are going to fast, remember God doesn’t answer your prayers because you
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go without food. That’s good works or legalism. God hears and answers
because of your prayers. “This kind does not go out except by prayer and
fasting” (Matt. 17:21). Lord, when I fast, teach me to pray.
What makes fasting so special to God?” Fasting is a voluntary selfdiscipline. The very nature of the Christian life is “to be a disciple of Jesus”
which means you discipline yourself for Him. When you choose to discipline
your diet for the purpose of prayer, you get God’s attention. So, when you fast
from food, spend mealtimes in prayer. So, fasting is a “sometimes” activity.
When you can’t get an answer by usual prayer, try fasting. God, I will fast to
know You intimately.
The Daniel Fast is for physical health or for physical healing. Daniel asked
to eat only vegetables for ten days. Think of the self-discipline to turn down the
king’s delicacies and the king’s wine. But when you exercise self-discipline, you
get God’s attention. But beyond divine help, there are physical benefits to
fasting. When you take control of your physical appetite, you take control of
your emotional and spiritual appetite. Lord, help me control my body for Your
glory.
The word “fast” comes from the Hebrew Tasom, which means self-denial. Israel
fasted when there was danger or a crisis. When you hear of someone you love
has been in a terrible auto accident, you rush to the hospital. Do you cut through
a fast food place for a hamburger? Absolutely not! You lose your appetite when
you are scared or under pressure. Daniel faced a crisis of proportions. Was he
going to compromise his faith by eating food that was prohibited? No! He
prepared a fast. In the same way you should fast when facing a crisis. How
much should you fast, or how long? The size of the crisis determines your fast.
You get serious about fasting when you get serious with God. Lord, I will fast
when trouble comes.
Fasting is good for you physically. In spite of what our parents said,
“Eat or you’ll get sick,” fasting will help you eliminate poison from your system.
It will detoxify your body. Look what happened to Daniel. “Then the king
interviewed them . . . and among them all none was found like Daniel . . . . And
in all matters of wisdom and understanding . . . the king . . . found them ten times
better than all the magicians and astrologers” (Dan. 1: 19, 20). When you fast
physically, less blood is used to digest your food, and more blood goes to your
brain. You think better. So, fast for both physical and spiritual reasons. Lord, I
want to glorify You in my body.
Today’s Reading: Daniel 1
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Getting Glory in the House
“Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: "Consider your ways!”
—Haggai 1:5. “The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the
former,” says the LORD of hosts. "And in this place I will give peace”
—Haggai 2:9.
Sometimes when you meet God you think about the good things of God’s
Word. But there are other times when you consider your mistakes and problems.
There comes a time when you think about the sin that’s crippling your efforts to
live for God. That’s the message of Haggai. His key word is consider. He calls
in God’s people to consider what they hadn’t done for God and consider what
they had done wrong. God, show me my weaknesses.
God’s people had returned from captivity in Babylon. They had begun
building God’s house, but quit when some opposition came along. The Temple
area was a mess; there were piles of stones and weeds everywhere. “The word of
the Lord came by Haggai” (Hag. 1:1). Maybe that’s what you need today.
Maybe you need to hear from God. Maybe you’re in a mess of weeds and you
don’t know what to do. What you need is to hear from God. Lord, speak Your
words to me today.
God promised punishment. “Because my house is waste” (Hag. 1:9). Notice
God’s perspective. “You live in houses with ceilings, but my house doesn’t have
a roof” (Hag. 1:4, Author’s Translation). The people were looking after their
selfish things, not God’s needs. What is your main concern for today? What are
you doing for the Lord? Lord, I will look out for You concerns.
What happens to those who look out for themselves, but neglect God? It
looks like God doesn’t look out for them. Consider what happened to those to
whom Haggai was speaking? “You planted much but harvested little, you ate but
were never filled, you drank but are never satisfied, you have a coat but you still
got cold, you put your money in a pocketbook, but it had a hole” (Hag. 1:6).
Could that be the source of our problems? You work hard and never catch up,
but rather you are falling behind. You think “luck” is against you, but God never
deals in luck. Perhaps you’ve got troubles because you’ve violated God’s
principles, or maybe you’ve just not taken advantage of His blessings. Lord, I
want Your blessings.
But Haggai didn’t just use negative preaching, warning of judgment. Haggai
also was positive. He told the people what God would do in the Temple when it
was completed. Haggai reminded them of the Temple’s “former glory.” What
was that? It was not the previous gold covered walls, nor the exquisite stones in
the Temple that was destroyed. It wasn’t even the magnificent furniture that
symbolized their relationship to God. The glory of the former Temple was the
presence of God Himself. When Solomon dedicated the former Temple, “Fire
came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and
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the glory of the LORD filled the temple” (2 Chron. 7:1). Do you remember the
good ole days when God’s presence filled your life, but now things seem empty?
Haggai would tell you to consider the past and reclaim God’s presence in your
life. Lord, I want it.
The word consider has broad implications. You need to do more than say
“I’m sorry” to get the presence of God in your life. The people had to sacrifice
their money. Is God controlling the use of your money and are you giving to
Him? Consider meant they returned to worship. You not only must pray once,
you must worship effectively, and regularly. Not only must you surrender your
will to God, but you must aggressively do His work as did the people building
the Temple. To get the blessing of God involves a total change in the lifestyle.
Lord, I’ll repent and aggressively obey.
Haggai promised the “next” glory would be greater than the “past” glory.
What is that? How can something be more glorious than the Shekinah Glory
cloud that filled the Old Testament Temple? Look past Haggai for 400 years and
you’ll see a 12 year-old boy enter the Temple for his Bar Mitzvah. The boy’s
name is Jesus, and outwardly he looked like any normal 12-year old boy. But
He’s was not a normal little boy, He was the Son of God., Whereas the past
glory was fire in a cloud of smoke (no one can see God), the next glory was
human flesh. John said, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (like a
12 year-old boy), and we beheld His glory . . . the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).
Just consider the people in Haggai’s day who were building a house for Jesus
to enter, but they didn’t know He wouldn’t come for 400 years. Consider what
you are building for Jesus. Are you building a life to house the glory of God?
Will Jesus enter the works you build? Jesus, I want Your presence in my profits.
Is your life hectic? Are you stressed out today? Consider what God
promised in the “next” house. “I will give peace.” You won’t get peace as an
attitude, until you get peace as a person. God gives you peace when Jesus is in
the house. Jesus, come in my house today.
History proves that Haggai and Zephaniah were among the most successful
prophets in the Old Testament. Because their preaching was so effective, within
years the Temple was completed. People gave money and people worked. The
house of God was completed. Lord, complete Your work in my life.
Today’s Reading: Haggai 1-2
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DAY 168
Looking Forward
“The word of the LORD came to Zechariah . . . saying, ‘The LORD has
been very angry with your fathers. Therefore say to them, Thus says the
LORD of hosts: ‘Return to Me,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘and I will
return to you,’ says the LORD of hosts—Zechariah 1:1-3.

It’s much easier living with trouble and failure when you know something
good is coming. That’s the message of Zechariah. He was preaching with
Haggai to motivate the people to finish rebuilding the Temple. Yet for all the joy
that they will get from the completed house of God, there is also coming
judgment. Zechariah write in October or November of 520 B.C. to lift the eyes
of God’s people above the Temple to look at the One who will come into the
Temple (Haggai 2:1-7). Zechariah predicts much about the first and second
advent of Jesus, and he is called “The prophet of the Advent.” Zechariah writes
more about the life of Jesus on earth than any other prophet; it is no wonder he is
quoted more in the New Testament than any other Old Testament book. Lord, I
look forward to learning of Jesus from an Old Testament perspective.
Zechariah saw Jesus ride into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. “Rejoice greatly,
O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is
coming to you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a
colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zech. 9:9). With great predictive accuracy, Zechariah
makes us bow to King Jesus, because we know He’s riding toward His death.
Lord, I’m overwhelmed by your courage in the face of danger.
Zechariah knew predictably Jesus would be betrayed, even the amount paid
to betray Jesus. “So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver”
(Zech. 11:11). This was the only way the sinless Son of God could have died a
cruel death for our sin. But Zechariah finishes the story, telling us what Judas
did with the money. “So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the
house of the LORD for the potter” (Zech. 11:13). Lord, I can’t miss the
supernatural nature of the Bible. Why do so many not see it?
After Jesus was crucified and hung on the cross, Zechariah predicted the
response of the crowd. “Then they will look on Me whom they pierced” (Zech.
12:10). Those Jews in Zechariah’s day didn’t understand what they heard and
read; but with hindsight, we know assuredly it was Jesus. This was a predictive
reference to the humiliation of Christ on the cross. Lord, I look at Jesus through
the eyes of Zechariah, and thank Him for dying for me.
Zechariah predicted two comings of Jesus: the first, in humility as a man; the
second, coming as the Lord of Host to judge sin. Zechariah refers to this second
coming with the phrase, “In that day” and “The Day of the Lord.” Jesus will
return to the Jews who rejected Him. When He returns, they will say, “What are
these wounds in your hands?” (Zech. 13:6, KJV). Obviously, those are the
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wounds He received in crucifixion. When the Jews in the future ask, Jesus will
answer, “Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends” (Zech.
13:6). Lord, thank You for being “wounded for my transgressions, and bruised
for my iniquity” (Isa. 53:5).
Zechariah describes the victorious return of God to this earth. When Jesus
returns, “His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives” (Zech. 14:4). That’s a
special spot, because from that very place the glory of God left the earth. The
Shekinah-glory cloud that was above the Ark of the Covenant, lifted up and stood
over the Mount of Olives; then returned to Heaven (Ezek. 8-10). The Mount of
Olives was also the spot from which Jesus ascended to Heaven, after 40 days of
post-resurrection ministry. Jesus shall return to earth to the very spot from which
He left earth. Lord, I am ready; even so come, Lord Jesus.
One of the best things Zechariah mentions is worship in the coming kingdom
when Jesus will rule the earth. “And it shall come to pass that everyone who is
left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year
to worship the King, the LORD of hosts” (Zech. 14:16). If we are going to
worship Jesus in the future—all nations—don’t you think that would be a good
thing to do now? Worship is giving to Jesus the “worth” that is due to Him.
Lord Jesus, I worship You for all You are and for all You’ve done for me.
Today’s Reading: Zechariah 9-14
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DAY 169
Fasting to Solve a Problem
“Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava . . . to seek from
Him the right way for us . . . for I was ashamed to request of the king an
escort of soldiers . . . because we had spoken to the king, saying, "The
hand of our God is upon all those for good . . . . So we fasted and
entreated our God for this, and He answered our prayer”—Ezra 8:2123.

Sometimes when your prayers don’t get the answers you seek, fasting
will take your intercession to a higher level. Ezra was leading over 4,000
people back to the Promise Land from the Babylonian captivity. They
needed protection. They had collected 24 tons of silver, 7,500 pounds of
gold, plus other treasure to take back for the rebuilding of the Temple. With
all that wealth, they could expect attacks from vicious bands of outlaws as
they launched out over the Syrian Desert toward home. Lord, I need Your
protection.
To compound the problem, Ezra told the king that God would protect
them. Apparently, when Ezra approached the King for permission to return
home and rebuild the Temple, he told the king that God’s “power and His
wrath are against all those who forsake Him” (Ezra 8:22). He put his faith on
the spot so he couldn’t ask for armed guards to protect their travel through
hostile terrain. Ezra put God on the spot. Lord, may I never put You on the
spot because of wrong assumptions, but may I always claim the promises
You’ve given us.
You can pray about little things. Apparently, there were many roads that
Ezra and his convoy could take. But he didn’t know which road was
dangerous, and which would be easiest for travel. So, he prayed “to seek
from Him the right way” (Ezra 8:21). Have you ever prayed for God to
guide your steps for a coming day? How does God guide? No one today
would probably hear the spoken voice of God giving directions, as a stranger
might ell you how to find a location in a strange city. Also, God didn’t draw
a map. As Ezra prayed for God’s guidance, he also yielded Himself to the
various ways God directs our lives; (1) through the principles of Scripture,
(2) through wise counsel, (3) through circumstances, (4) through problemsolving and insight. Ezra would have access Proverbs, so he could have been
guided by Proverbs 16:9, “A man’s heart plans his way, but the LORD
directs his steps.” That means you look in your mind to think what way is
best, but God will direct each and every step. Lord, help me make plans for
this day, but guide me in each small detail.
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Fasting demonstrates your sincerity to God, so “fasting and prayer”
moves you into a more intimate relationship with God. You “hunger and
thirst after righteousness” (Matt. 5:6). You put aside natural pursuits to seek
God in a particular matter. When you’ve prayed about a matter and can’t
seem to get through, add fasting to your intercession. Lord, I put aside
physical food to seek Your presence.
There is value in the volume of prayer. Ezra asked over 4,000 people to
fast with him for three days. That means when many agree in prayer, God
listens. Not because the prayers are louder. But God takes notes when He
sees a group of people agreeing on a specific request. Praying together
means there is honesty, for no one disagrees. There is a corporate expression
of faith for all who are praying. There is sincerity, for they are not asking for
a selfish request. Corporate prayer of many people produces answers that are
bigger than any one request could achieve individually. Lord, give me
prayer partners.
Sometimes you must add common sense to your prayers. After they
fasted and prayed for three days, Ezra distributed all his treasure; giving a
little bit to every traveler. However, that could be a dangerous thing to do.
A few people could have kept or stolen what was given to them for
safekeeping. So, Ezra “weighed into their hand” (Ezra 8:26). He kept a
record of each person’s responsibility. He challenged them, “Watch and
keep them until you weigh them . . . in Jerusalem, in the chambers of the
house of the LORD” (Ezra 8:29). Lord, help me keep careful records of my
money, which is Your money
Don’t forget to worship God after He answers your prayers. Ezra led the
4,000 people to fast and pray for a safe journey to Jerusalem. God heard and
answered. Not a person was lost to hostilities, and not a penny was lost. So,
Ezra led the people to worship God. “(They) offered burnt offerings to the
God of Israel . . . . All this was a burnt offering to the LORD” (Ezra 8:35).
Two things about the burnt offerings. First, it centered on God, not on the
forgiveness of sins, nor did it center on anything God did for the worshipper.
It was pure worship to God. Second, the burnt offering was entirely
consumed by fire. Some of the sacrifices were not entirely burnt up, such as
the peace offering where the priest and worshipper roasted the sacrifice and
ate some of the meat. But in this burnt offering, the worshipper gets nothing
while God gets everything. Because God answered their prayers, Ezra and
the 4,000 travelers completely focused their worship on God, their Protector.
Lord, thank You for past protection; keep me safe in the future.
Today’s Reading: Ezra 8
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Date Read
DAY 170
When To Show Emotions
“And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the LORD:
"For He is good, for His mercy endures forever toward Israel."
Then all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the
LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.
But many of the . . . old men who had seen the first temple, wept with a
loud voice when the foundation of this temple was laid before their eyes.
Yet many shouted aloud for joy, so that the people could not discern the
noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people, for
the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound was heard afar
off”—Ezra 3:11-13
Have you ever noticed that God’s people are emotional? Here was a turning
point in history that provoked two different emotions. Some people shouted for
joy, others cried in disappointment. The foundation of a new temple was being
laid. Over 70 years earlier, Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed Jerusalem and torn
down the magnificent Solomon’s Temple. God’s people were humiliated; many
were killed and the rest taken into captivity. Now a remnant had returned to start
over again. Lord, thank You for the opportunity to begin again.
The first thing upon returning was to rebuild the Temple. They put the
worship of God first, before building their private homes or planting their crops,
i.e., their businesses. Do you put worship first in your daily agenda? Notice
what they did: “They also kept the Feast of Tabernacles” (Ezra 3:4), “They
began to offer burnt offerings” (Ezra 3:6), “They also gave money to the masons”
(Ezra 3:7) to rebuild the Temple. The punishment of God through the
Babylonian captivity had taught them well. Lord, I put You first this day.
The young people sang and shouted. They were happy to see construction on
God’s house begin. They had never seen the grandeur of Solomon’s Temple;
they had only heard the stories told by their parents and relatives. They had
heard how the Shekinah smoke ascended up into the sky from the Ark of the
Covenant. They had heard stories of God’s presence among His people; now
they would get the opportunity to worship in God’s temple. They looked forward
to enjoying God’s presence. They shouted with excitement and anticipation.
God was coming back home. Lord, may I shout in anticipation of Your return?
The old people cried. They remembered how wonderful the old days had
been. They remembered the magnificence of Solomon’s Temple. When they
saw the smaller foundation being laid, the old people knew the new temple would
not be as large, nor as exquisite, nor would it be one of the seven wonders of the
world. They remembered and cried. Lord, I weep for the work today. It’s not as
great as the old days.
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Sometimes it’s good to weep for the good old days, if we’re weeping for a
return of the excellence of God’s work. When the old people wept, they set the
bar up high for the young. Since God can do in the future what He has done in
the past, the tears of old people can motivate young people to greater excellence.
Lord, may my stories of the past motivate the young to search for You with more
zeal.
Remember, “Your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream
dreams” (Acts 2:17). That means the young live for the future and plan for the
future. The future is theirs. So when the foundation for the Temple was laid,
they shouted and sang to God. They were going to raise their children in the new
temple. Shouting is an emotion for the young. Lord, whether I’m young or old
in body, my spirit shouts to You because I have a future with You.
The old dream their dreams. Their best accomplishments are in the past so
they dream of yesteryear. The old had their children and in their strength
climbed insurmountable mountains. Now the strength of their youth is gone so
they can only dream of yesterday’s victories. When they physically saw the
small foundation of the new temple—they remembered the good ole days—and
they cried. Lord, may I cry when I can no longer do exploits for You.
How do you spend your life—shouting or crying? Those with vision,
optimism and enthusiasm are young; no matter how old their body. Those
pessimists who criticize, complain and refuse to take chances are old; no matter
how young their body. So, the old man can be young, and the young girl can be
old. It all depends on how you look at life. Do you have eyes to see the future or
the past? Lord, may I always see You in my future.
In most of our churches, including businesses, family and schools; we hear
both shouts and crying at the same time. There’s usually confusion out there.
What you hear is what you listen to hear. If all you hear in life is criticism and
crying, have you finished living? If you hear shouts and laughter, are you still
growing? Lord, make me laugh, and when I do; may I hear others praising You.
Today’s Reading: Ezra 3
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Date Read
DAY 171
Dealing With Opposition
“But the eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, so that they
could not make them cease till a report could go to Darius. Then a
written answer was returned concerning this matter”—Ezra 5:5.
Have you ever experienced opposition that was able to stop your Christian
work or testimony? Perhaps this was opposition by outsiders to your church or a
work of God that you’re involved in. Perhaps this was opposition to you
personally at work so you couldn’t be a testimony for God. The captives had
come back to the Promise Land after the Babylonian Captivity was over. Work
had began in Jerusalem on the Temple; the foundation was laid (Ezra 3:11-13).
The opposition wrote letters to the king (Ezra 4:11-16) threatening that the Jews
would not “pay tax, tribute, or custom, and the king’s treasury will be
diminished” (Ezra 4:13). Also, they accused the Jews in Jerusalem of being “a
rebellious city” (Ezra 4:15). Lord, help me understand why the opposition is
against Your work.
The opposition was successful. The king got their letter and “thus the work
of the house of God which is at Jerusalem ceased” (Ezra 4:24). Remember, just
because the opposition wins a battle does not mean they win the war. Too often
we give up at our first defeat, or we quit after our first setback. Remember, your
task is important. Then remember, it is not you, but God that they oppose.
Claim the promise, “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” (1
John 4:4). Lord, help me look beyond the opposition to see Your plan for my life.
The “eye of God” was at work, meaning He was looking at the events. God
never loses sight of what’s happening on earth. He not only sees, the Lord works
behind the scenes to accomplish His will. Lord, look on my circumstances. See
what’s happening. Work all things for Your good (Rom. 8:28).
The Jews knew they were keeping the law of the Lord. They kept right on
working. Their preachers encouraged them, “Haggai and Zechariah . . . prophets,
prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of . . .
God” (Ezra 5:1). The Jewish political leaders led them, “Zerubbabel . . . rose up
and began to build the house of God which is in Jerusalem; and the prophets of
God were with them, helping them” (Ezra 5:2). Sometimes you must have to
keep on doing the right thing, even when the opposition continually opposes you.
Lord, help me keep my focus on You; show me what to do.
Again, the opposition protested. They “spoke thus to them: ‘Who has
commanded you to build this temple and finish this wall?’” (Ezra 5:3). But
God’s people persisted in the face of protest because they knew they were right.
The “eye of their God was upon the elders of the Jews, so that they could not
make them cease” (Ezra 5:5).
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Cyrus, the Persian king who defeated the Babylonians, had originally signed
a decree for the Jews to return to the Promise Land to re-build the Temple. The
opposition had opposed the work on the Temple, so the Jewish leaders appealed
to the next Persian king, Darius, to get started again. Darius wrote to the
opposition, “Let the work of this house of God alone; let the governor of the Jews
and the elders of the Jews build this house of God on its site” (Ezra 6:7). God
overcame the opposition through the prayers of His people and the innerworkings of the political establishment. Lord, teach me how to handle
opposition.
What happened? “So the elders of the Jews built, and they prospered
through the prophesying of Haggai . . . and Zechariah . . . . And they built and
finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to
the command of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia” (Ezra 6:14).
Notice, they gave credit to both God and their political rulers. They couldn’t
have done it without God; they wouldn’t have completed it without governmental
appeal. Lord, teach me to “render therefore to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21).
After they handled their opposition, the people of God celebrated. You can
follow their example after a victory over opposition. First, they “celebrated the
dedication of this house of God with joy” (Ezra 6:16). Many times God’s people
don’t know how to celebrate a victory. After we achieve a success, there should
be recognition, rejoicing and rest. Second, they worshipped God, “They offered
sacrifices” (Ezra 6:17). They brought God into the celebration and thanked God
for the victory. Next, “They kept the Passover” (Ezra 6:19), which meant they
confessed their sin and remembered their past slavery in Egypt. The Passover
meal involved asking for forgiveness of sins and thanking God for deliverance
from Egypt. Isn’t that an example to you? You should always be grateful for
God’s deliverance from the old life and His leading us into a new life. Lord, I
am thankful.
The fourth act of celebration was a banquet. “The children of Israel who had
returned from the captivity ate together” (Ezra 6:21). There is a time to fast, and
there is a time to feast. Learn the contribution of both in ministry. Lord, at times
I will deprive myself so I can pray, and at other times I will feast in celebration of
Your victory.
The fifth step was “to seek the Lord God of Israel” (Ezra 6:21). We must
learn to seek God at all times. We must seek His help when we face opposition,
and seek His answers when we have need. We must seek His strength to fight,
and seek His peace when fearful. But finally, we must seek His presence to
worship Him after victory is achieved. Lord, I will seek You at all times.
Today’s Reading: Ezra 5-6
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Think Your Way to Success
“Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD
listened and heard them; so a book of remembrance was written before
Him for those who fear the LORD and who meditate on His name”
—Malachi 3:16.

Do you know what your name means? The name Malachi means “my
messenger.” The book of Malachi was written by someone who identified
himself as a messenger of the Lord. He could have been anyone, because
everyone is “God’s messenger.” Many Bible teachers think this author was an
unknown prophet who identified himself simply as “my messenger.” However,
we know this was a prophet of God with the name Malachi. Lord, may my name
be a good testimony to others of Your grace and power.
The man with the unique name understood the importance of God’s name.
God speaks in the book of Malachi to those “who despise My name” (Mal. 1:6).
The people are complaining God doesn’t love them (Mal. 1:2). The priests were
offering defiled food on the altar, and sacrificing blind and sick animals to God.
Rather than giving God their best, they offered to God what they couldn’t use.
God said they were despising His name. Have you given God your second best?
How has God’s name been glorified in your life? Lord, I want Your name
honored in my life.
If Malachi has no name, he is the perfect messenger to the people because
they don’t properly recognize the Lord’s name. God points out His name “shall
be great among the Gentiles” (Mal. 1:11), and His name will be feared by the
nations (Mal. 1:14). But there is no fear among His people. Lord, I am afraid to
embarrass Your name.
So God has a special reward to those who treat His name properly. Malachi
prescribed, “Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the
LORD listened and heard them; so a book of remembrance was written before
Him for those who fear the LORD and who meditate on His name” (Mal. 3:16).
God knows the words you speak about Him, and God knows your thoughts about
Him. God doesn’t forget those who meditate on His many names. Lord, don’t
forget about me because I think about You all the time.
God does more than write your name in His book when you think about Him.
God will be close to those who meditate on His name to bless them and add value
to their lives. God promises, “You who fear My name, the Sun of Righteousness
shall arise with healing in his wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stallfed calves” (Mal. 4:2). Notice the symbols of prosperity. Jesus—who is the Sun
of Righteousness—will come help you in your need. If you want God to help
you, try meditating on His name. There’s another symbol of prosperity. You
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will be protected and fed like a stall-fed calf. Lord, I will meditate on Your
name.
Meditation is a biblical principle that causes God’s people to know Him
better and serve Him more effectively. Joshua was told to meditate on God’s
Word so he could be successful in the upcoming battle. “This Book of the Law
shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night . . .
then you will have good success” (Josh. 1:8). Perhaps you need to meditate more
on Scriptures so you will be successful in life.
David was a shepherd-boy who meditated on the God who created the world
in which he tended sheep. He knew “the Lord is my shepherd.” He knew God
led him by “still waters,” through the “paths of righteousness,” and the Lord was
with him in “the valley of the shadow of death.” David wrote, “Let the words of
my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD,
my strength and my Redeemer” (Ps. 19:14). Do you meditate like that? Lord,
may I grow stronger because I meditate on Your creative power and keeping
grace.
Mary, the mother of Jesus, knew her Son was supernaturally born. She knew
the human Jesus like no one else, yet she meditated on Him. “Mary kept all these
things and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). She was the first to marvel
at the glory of God in human flesh. Lord, I’m overwhelmed by the matchless
grace of the Man, Jesus.
But Christ is more than a mortal man. He is the Son of God who died for our
sins and was raised again. He sits at the right hand of God (Col. 3:1). Paul tells
us to meditate on the glorified Christ. “Set your minds on things above, not on
things on this earth” (Col. 3:2). We are changed when we meditate on the power
that is available to us. Lord, I will think on Your greatness.
In the last book of the Old Testament, God pleads for His people to revere
His name and obey His commandments. But His people—the Jews—are not
responsive to the message of Malachi. The last word in the Old Testament is
“curse.” This is what God promises His people who ignore Him. “I (will) come
and strike the earth with a curse” (Mal. 4:6). But look beyond the stubborn Jews,
and look beyond the “curse.” Coming is Jesus “who takes away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29). Coming is Jesus who will “redeem us from the curse . . .
being made a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13). Coming is grace. Lord, I meditate on all
the grace You bring to me.
Today’s Reading: Malachi 1-4
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Identificational Intercession
“I fell on my knees and spread out my hands to the LORD my God. And I
said: ‘O my God, I am too ashamed and humiliated to lift up my face to
You, my God; for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and
our guilt has grown up to the heavens’”—Ezra 9:5, 6.
When you want the blessing of God in your life, you must seek out any sin in
your life—or among your people—then confess and repent. Ezra was the leader
of God’s people; he could be considered a man of God, but it was Ezra that
employed “Identificational Intercession” that led to revival among God’s people.
He identified with the sins that propelled Israel into the Babylonian Captivity;
then he confessed these sins as if he had committed them. As a result of his
leadership in prayer, God heard Israel’s prayer and sent revival to His people.
Lord, forgive my sins, so I can lead others in effective prayer.
Notice the posture of Ezra’s prayer. He fell to his knees, a sign of reverence
when asking a request of a king. Since our God is the King of Heaven and the
King of our lives; shouldn’t we bow our knees when we pray? Then Ezra
“spread out (his) hands unto the Lord” (Ezra 9:5). Isn’t that a way of pleading
for something? Also, isn’t that a way of pledging our allegiance? When you
pray, shouldn’t you lift your outward hands to God as a symbol of inward
entreaty? Lord, I bow to You and lift my heart in adoration.
Even in confession, Ezra recognized God’s grace. “For a little while grace
has been shown from the LORD our God, to leave us a remnant to escape“ (Ezra
9:8). God would have completely eradicated the nation of Israel, but in His
grace, God left a remnant to return to the Promise Land and re-establish the
nation. Lord, help me see Your grace when You chastise Your people.
Ezra took personal responsibility for the sin of the nation. “We have
forsaken Your commandments” (Ezra 9:10). They had not just broken an
abstract law, they had sinned against the Lawgiver. Notice Ezra called them
“Your commandments.” The law was given by God, was God’s way of ruling
His people, and the law personified God. To break the law was to offend God.
Lord, forgive me for breaking Your law; help me do good.
Ezra realized that God’s punishment did not absolutely eliminate the nation,
nor did God chasten them as severely as He could. Ezra prayed, “You our God
have punished us less than our iniquities deserve, and have given us such
deliverance as this” (Ezra 9:13). Just as God’s love is total, so God’s judgment is
fierce; but on this occasion, Ezra thanks God for His mercy. God did not punish
them as completely as He could have, or should have. Lord, thank You for
dealing with me in grace, not judgment.
When leaders pray more intently, the people of God respond more
completely. Notice what happened after Ezra prayed, “Now while Ezra was
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praying, and while he was confessing, weeping, and bowing down before the
house of God . . . a very large assembly of men, women, and children . . . people
wept very bitterly” (Ezra 13:1). When the passion of a godly man filled his
prayers, it touched the people. They wept with him. Perhaps congregations don’t
respond because there is no emotion in the leader’s prayers. Perhaps children
don’t believe in prayer because thee is no passion in the prayers of parents. Lord,
I want my prayers to touch the hearts of others who look to me as an example.
When leaders confessed the nation’s sins, the people of God agreed with
them. Ezra confessed the sins of Israel, then the people prayed, “We have
trespassed against our God” (Ezra 10:2). Perhaps we haven’t seen revival among
the people of God because their leaders haven’t properly practiced
“Identificational Intercession.” When leaders want revival with all their hearts,
and pray with all their hearts, then their followers will identify with them. Lord,
help me to be as sincere in my prayer as I want others to be in theirs.
Effective prayers by leaders produce repentance in followers. Notice what
happened to Ezra’s followers. After Ezra prayed and the people prayed, the
congregation said, “Let us make a covenant with our God” (Ezra 10:3). As a
result of effective prayer, the people wanted to do right. They were willing to
make a “binding agreement” with God. That’s effective prayer. Lord, I want
others to “covenant” with You as a result of my prayers.
This lesson deals with an aspect of prayer that is seldom discussed, i.e., how
the role model of an effective intercessor can influence others who see him, or
pray with him. Prayer is mostly to God and is mostly for God. The influence of
prayer is mostly about what God does in answer to prayer. But today we have
seen the influence that an effective intercession can have on those around them.
Who knows about your prayer life? Have you ever considered the influence of
your prayer example on friends, family or your church? Lord, be glorified in my
prayers to You. Hear me and answer according to Your will. Use me as an
example to motivate others to effective prayer.
Today’s Reading: Ezra 9
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Date Read _____________
DAY 174
Light in the Darkest Night
“The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she

obtained grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so
he set the royal crown upon her head and made her queen instead
of Vashti”—Esther 2:17.
Do you sometimes feel lost in the shuffle of life? Do you think opportunity
has passed you by? Esther might have thought that way, just like you. She was a
Jewish girl who had been born in captivity; her parents were probably taken into
slavery when the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem. But now Babylon had been
conquered by Persia. Her parents were dead—both father and mother—and Esther
was taken in by a Jewish relation, Mordecai. Do you know how detached some
orphans feel? Then the great King Xerxes had a beauty contest to determine
which virgin he would marry. Esther was “taken” with other young girls into the
palace; the original language suggests she was taken against her will. Now we see
Esther thrown in with the other young beautiful constituents, each girl around
Esther was her opponent. But in that situation, God hadn’t forgotten about Esther.
Lord, see me where I am today.
The Persian name Esther means “star.” In a dark night for God’s people, she
will shine and give them direction. But in the sunlight you can’t see a star, just as
Esther goes about the capital of Persia, and no one knows she’s Jewish. “Esther
had not revealed her people or family, for Mordecai had charged her not to reveal
it” (Est. 2:10). Esther’s Jewish name meant “myrtle,” a tree that grows away from
the sunlight, always hidden under the canopy of the forest. Esther kept her true
identity until she could us it for God’s glory. Lord, use my Christianity for Your
glory in ways I don’t realize.
The name “God” or “Lord” is not found in the book of Esther. Also, the word
prayer and other words of worship are missing. How can the Word of God not
have God’s name? Some have even questioned if Esther should be in the Bible,
but they miss the point. The book of Esther is written to Jews who live outside the
Holy Land, who live among the heathen. It is written to them who can’t say the
name God, and on many occasions; couldn’t even worship, using the name “God.”
Those Jews outside the Holy Land need to know God is working behind the
scenes—in Esther’s life—even when they can’t speak or write His name. The
book of Esther says, “God is with you in the darkest night.” Lord, it’s getting dark
in my life. Come shine some light over here.
King Xerxes had a fight with his wife, Queen Vashti (Est. 1:1-22) because she
wouldn’t appear at a banquet for the king’s military and political voters (471 BC).
Xerxes was preparing for an invasion of Greece. After he was defeated at the
Battle of Salamis, Xerxes divorced Vashti, then began a campaign to find the
fairest virgin in the land to be the next queen. Whereas a heathen king thought he
was choosing the woman he wanted, God was working behind the scenes to put
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Esther in a place to save the Jewish people. Esther won the contest. “The king
loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace and favor in
his sight” (Est. 2:17).
Your inner character will influence your outer appearance. When Esther went
in to see the king, “she required nothing,” yet “Esther obtained favor in the sight of
all who saw her” (Est. 2:15). Esther did not require special clothing, perfume, nor
did she attempt to make a grand entrance. The book of Esther reveals the strength
of her inner character that was the most beautiful thing about her, because the
inner person makes decisions what you will wear, how you will fix your hair, what
you will do, and what you will say. Lord, help me develop the strength of inner
character that will be a good testimony to You.
Some people are overlooked in their youth, but are recognized when they
become an adult. “The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she
obtained grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal
crown upon her head and made her queen instead of Vashti” (Est. 2:17). Perhaps
you didn’t accomplish your dreams as a teenager or a young adult. But like
Esther, God has a plan for your life. Be faithful to God, and in His time, you will
understand why God put you on this earth. Lord, help me be patient to wait for
your will, and help me do it when the time comes.
Just a Esther couldn’t control the circumstances that made her first an orphan,
and next a queen; so she couldn’t control the incidents that threatened to destroy
her and the people of God. Haman, an Agagite—who hated Jews—was given
second-in-command power. “After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman
. . . , and advanced him and set his seat above all the princes who were with him”
(Est. 3:1). Everyone bowed to Haman as if he were a god, but not Mordecai.
Even when Mordecai was warned to reverence Haman, Mordecai refused (Est.
3:3-4). The results were obvious, “Haman was filled with wrath” (Est. 3:5).
Haman used his office to get the king to sign a decree that anyone could “destroy,
to kill, and to annihilate all the Jews” (Est. 3:13). Those who killed Jews could
keep the property, money or resources of the Jews they killed. Lord, I don’t
understand why some hate You and Your followers. I pray for the conversion of
those who hate You.
What can you do when you can’t control the circumstances that control your
life? Esther is now caught in that dilemma. If she used her nationality to save her
people, she could be killed. If she says nothing—and remain anonymous—her
people will be killed. Mordecai and the Jews began praying for an answer.
“When Mordecai learned . . . . He cried out with a loud and bitter cry” (Est. 4:1).
“There was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping, and wailing”
(Est. 4:3). Mordecai told Esther, “Do not think in your heart that you will escape
in the king’s palace any more than all the other Jews” (Est. 4:13). In response
Esther said, “Fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days . . . . My maids and I
will fast likewise” (Est. 4:16). Esther was willing to die for her conviction, “If I
perish, I perish!” (Est. 4:16). Lord, give me the conviction of faith that Esther
displayed.
Today’s Reading: Esther 1-3
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Date Read _____________
DAY 175
Trust and Obey
“Esther told them to reply to Mordecai: ‘Go, gather all the Jews who are
present in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days,
night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will go to the
king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!’”—Esther 4:15,
16.

After you pray, sometimes you must get off your knees to go do some
necessary things to get the answers you seek. Esther needed to talk to her husband
the king, but had a dilemma. She said, “I myself have not been called to go in to
the king these thirty days” (Est. 4:11). Then she added a prospect of death, “Any
man or woman who goes into the inner court to the king, who has not been called .
. . except . . . the king holds out the golden scepter, that he may live” (Est. 4:11).
But Esther was willing to face death to get what she needed. Lord, may I be
willing to die for You.
Esther and all the Jews fasted and prayed three days. Notice what didn’t
happen. The king didn’t call for Esther, the king didn’t change the law, and the
Jews weren’t saved. Sometimes you have to put feet to your prayers. Sometimes
you must use your ingenuity to get the answer you seek. Lord, teach me when to
wait for Your answer, and when to grab life by the horns to make things happen.
Esther used her ingenuity. She put on the right clothes, i.e., “royal robes” (Est.
5:1), because “man looks on the outward appearance.” Esther stood at the right
spot so the king could see her. Esther used the right strategy; she invited the king
to a banquet at her house, because “the way to a man’s heart is through his
stomach.” Esther used the right feminine tease; she didn’t immediately tell the
king what she wanted, but made him come back a second night. Finally, she
included the right people; she invited Haman to be present who had instigated the
plot to kill all the Jews. Lord, give me intelligence to know when to manipulate
circumstances, and when to trust Your timing.
Sometimes when you think you’re doing all the planning, God is working His
will behind the scenes. Haman had worked behind the scenes to get the king to
sign a decree for all the Jews to be killed. Years earlier, two palace workers had
plotted to assassinate the king, but were thwarted by Mordecai, Esther’s uncle.
The incident was written in musty court records where no one would see it until
God’s timing. After the first banquet at Esther’s house, the king couldn’t sleep.
When the musty old records were read to him, he discovered Mordecai had saved
his life. The next morning the king decided to honor Mordecai. Lord, teach me to
trust Your unseen hand that works behind the scene.
Also in the timing, Haman had a gallows built—75 feet high—to hang
Mordecai. Haman appeared before the king about the matter, but God had other
plans for the day. The king asked Haman how he could honor someone special
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who had served the king. Haman, thinking the king meant him, responded, “Let a
royal robe be brought which the king has worn, and a horse on which the king has
ridden . . . let . . . the king’s most noble princes . . . parade him on horseback
through the city square” (Est. 6:8, 9). Can you imagine Haman’s consternation
when the king said, “Do so for Mordecai the Jew” (Est. 6:10)? God’s sense of
humor is interesting. Lord, I thank You for being the God of ironic twists.
At the second banquet, the king promised to give Esther her request, “Up to
half the kingdom” (Est. 7:3). It was then she asked deliverance for her people, the
Jews, “. . . we have been sold, my people and I, to be destroyed, to be killed, and
to be annihilated” (Est. 7:6). The king was so mad after hearing that Haman was
responsible for the plot that he went into the garden to cool off. When the king
returned, Haman was holding Esther by the feet, pleading for his life. The king
thought Haman was sexually assaulting his wife. At that moment, a servant
stepped forward to call attention to the 75-foot gallows. The king instantly
responded, “Hang him on it” (Est. 7:9). Haman hadn’t learned the lesson of being
kind to all people, especially those who clean and wait on you, for they can make
or break you in the end. Lord, help me see how You are working in small details
in my life.
The enemy was eliminated, but the problem still wasn’t solved. Because the
law of the Medes and Persians declared no law could be reversed, the king
couldn’t undo his decree that allowed anyone to kill a Jew and keep their money
and resources. So, Esther and Mordecai came up with a counter-proposal. “The
king permitted the Jews who were in every city to gather together and protect their
lives—to destroy, kill, and annihilate all the forces of any people . . . that would
assault them . . . and to plunder their possessions” (Est. 8:11). Lord, when I can’t
protect myself, guard my family and me. When I can protect myself, help me use
common sense and force to do so.
Two great things happened. First, “On the day that the enemies of the Jews
had hoped to overpower them, the opposite occurred, in that the Jews themselves
overpowered those who hated them” (Est. 9:1). Second, “Many of the people of
the land became Jews, because fear of the Jews fell upon them” (Est. 8:17). God
was glorified because His people fasted and prayed, then God used their strength
and ingenuity to bring about a victory over their opposition. Lord, teach me to
always trust and obey.
Today’s Reading: Esther 4-6
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Date Read _____________
DAY 176
Learning To Pray From Nehemiah
“So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and
mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of
heaven”—Nehemiah 1:4.
How do you respond when you get bad news? Perhaps the pattern of
Nehemiah will help you when troubles come. Nehemiah had the privilege position
of cupbearer to the king (Neh. 1:10). He was protected from everyday problems
because he lived in the palace (Neh. 1:1). But when Nehemiah heard about the
problems in Jerusalem, he wept, became immobilized, and began fasting (Neh.
1:4). Lord, I will seek Your presence in fasting when I am paralyzed with anguish.
Someone “escaped” to tell Nehemiah, “The wall of Jerusalem is also broken
down, and its gates are burned with fire” (Neh. 1:3). Why should Nehemiah be
concerned, he was living in safety in the palace? His city had not been destroyed
by an enemy. Nehemiah was concerned because he was a child of God. The city
of God was destroyed, the Temple of God desecrated and the honor of God was
tarnished. Are you embarrassed when the work of God fails? Would you fast
because the honor of God is desecrated? Lord, make me sensitive to Your
reputation.
Nehemiah prayed when trouble came. Look at the principles how he prayed to
learn what to do when trouble comes. First, Nehemiah worshipped God. “LORD
God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You who keep Your covenant” (Neh.
1:5). Before you ask God to do something for you, make sure to worship Him
first. Why? Because if you worship God, He will come to receive your adoration.
Sometimes you don’t get answers to your prayers because you begin asking before
God shows up to hear you. Lord, I stop this devotional to worship You
Second, Nehemiah confessed his sins and those of his nation. “I pray . . . and
confess the sins of the children of Israel which we have sinned against You” (Neh.
1:6). He was in captivity because his forefathers had sinned—not Nehemiah—yet
he identified with their sin and confessed their sin. This is identificationalintercession. Lord, I confess the sins of my forefathers, because I have benefited
from their sin, and would have done the same thing.
Third, Nehemiah used Bible-prayer. This is a tool whereby you quote the
Bible as a basis for your intercession. Nehemiah reminded God that He had
promised, “If you return to Me, and keep My commandments . . . I will gather
them (Israel) . . . and bring them to the place (Promise Land)” (Neh. 1:9). Just as
Nehemiah asked God to keep His promise about Jerusalem, you can Bible-pray in
your request to God. God, I want You to save the unsaved (2 Peter. 1:9).
The fourth step was Nehemiah’s direct intercession. He asked, “O Lord, I
pray, please let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant” (Neh. 1:11).
There comes a time when you can do nothing but pray, so then you—like
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Nehemiah—must ask. “You have not because you ask not” (James 4:4). Lord,
hear my prayer today.
The fifth step is action. Sometimes you must get up from your knees and do
something about the things you request from God. Nehemiah had asked God, now
he had to ask the king. While serving, the king noticed Nehemiah was upset. So
the king asked what was wrong. It was then Nehemiah spoke, “The city, the place
of my fathers’ tombs, lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire?” (Neh. 2:3).
Then Nehemiah requested, “Send me to Judah . . . that I may rebuild it” (Neh. 2:5).
Then Nehemiah asked, “If it pleases the king, let letters be given to me for the
governors of the region beyond the River” (Neh. 2:7). He asked for royal
authority to rebuild Jerusalem, . . . money . . . supplies . . . and workers. “And the
king granted them to me according to the good hand of my God upon me” (Neh.
2:8). Lord, give me boldness to speak to others.
There’s one more type of prayer that helped Nehemiah. As he stood talking to
the king, he prayed; probably without closing his eyes or bowing his head. This is
instantaneous praying. This is praying quickly when a window of opportunity
appears. As Nehemiah stood before the king, “So I prayed to the God of heaven”
(Neh. 2:4). Lord, help me now.
There’s one last time that Nehemiah prayed. Even as he wrote the stories of
this book, he stopped his writing to pray. As an illustration, Nehemiah wrote the
story of commanding the Levites to guard the city gate, then prays, “Remember
me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me according to the greatness of
Your mercy!” (Neh. 13:22). Lord, I stop now to ask Your blessing on my prayer
for this day.
Today’s Reading: Nehemiah 1
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Date Read _____________
DAY 177
How To Approach A Problem
“And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me,
and also of the king's words that he had spoken to me. So they said, ‘Let
us rise up and build.’ Then they set their hands to this good work.
—Nehemiah 2:18.

How do you react to problems? You can learn to deal with an imposing
project the way Nehemiah did. He was faced with opposition. “When Sanballat . .
. Tobiah . . . the Ammonite official heard of it, they were deeply disturbed” (Neh.
2:10). God’s people were discouraged and leaderless; they had done nothing.
They were unprotected. They needed the walls of Jerusalem to be rebuilt and the
city to be re-established. Lord, help me see both trouble and Your good hand upon
me (Neh. 2:8).
First, Nehemiah got the facts. “I went out by night . . . and viewed the walls of
Jerusalem which were broken down” (Neh. 2:13). You are not properly prepared
to fix a problem until you really know what you’re up against. Next, Nehemiah
challenged the people with the facts. “You see the distress that we are in, how
Jerusalem lies waste” (Neh. 2:17). Did you note that Nehemiah identified with the
problem? He said, “We are in.” Lord, help me see what I can do about my
problems.
Before Nehemiah challenged them to work, he reminded them of their
resources in God. “And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good
upon me” (Neh. 2:18). You should not attempt the work of God until you realize
God’s provision for you. Then tell the people this is a step of faith. “Now faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1).
Lord, I need more faith.
Next, Nehemiah told the people of the physical resources available to them. “I
told them . . . of the king’s words that he had spoken to me” (Neh. 2:18). This
involved the king’s authority to rebuild the walls, plus supplies, money, resources,
and manpower. However, notice Nehemiah told them about spiritual resources
before telling them about physical resources. Lord, help me always look to You
first.
The people were now willing to follow their leader. They had lived with the
problem, but did nothing. But leadership makes a difference. The people didn’t
have the power to solve their problem until they made a decision to do it. There is
great power in a proper decision, correctly made. The people responded, “Let us
rise up and build” (Neh. 2:18). Lord, may I make the proper decisions about Your
work.
When there is a task to do, begin immediately. “They set their hands to this
good work” (Neh. 2:18). Nothing is started when you wait until tomorrow to start.
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The best way to begin is to do it. The best time to start is now! Lord, I will start
now.
No matter what you do in life, there will always be opposition. “Sanballat,
Tobiah and Geshem “laughed at us and despised us” (Neh. 2:19). Opposition
usually begins with ridicule or verbal attacks so that you can’t focus on the
opposition. The enemy knows if you put all your efforts on him he has succeeded,
because you’re not focusing on the work of God. Nehemiah refused to be
sidetracked by his opposition. He told them, “The God of heaven will help us
succeed . . .. But you have no stake or claim in Jerusalem” (Neh 2:20, NLT).
Lord, keep me focused on You.
Claim God’s promises when facing opposition. Nehemiah answered, “The
God of heaven Himself will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and
build” (Neh. 2:20). When you focus on God, you make His strength available to
you. You also rally your own inner strength for you know what you must do.
Claiming God’s promise does something to you, but more importantly, it moves
God to respond. Lord, I will solve my problem today.
God will help you solve your problem when you apply the correct principle,
just as God helped Nehemiah. “So the wall was finished . . . in fifty-two days”
(Neh. 6:15). Rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem was a formidable task, yet
Nehemiah was able to accomplish it quickly; even in the face of opposition.
“When all our enemies heard of it (rebuilding the walls), . . . they were very
disheartened . . . for they perceived that this work was done by our God” (Neh.
6:16). When God does a work, you know it; but perhaps the greatest realization is
when the enemies of God see and realize that our God has done a great work.
Lord, be glorified in my service for You, and let the opposition know what You can
do.
Today’s Reading: Nehemiah 2-3
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Date Read _____________
DAY 178
Building and Battling
“From that time on, that half of my servants worked at construction,
while the other half held the spears. Those who built on the wall . . .
loaded themselves so that with one hand they worked at construction,
and with the other held a weapon”—Nehemiah 4:16, 17.

Have you ever wondered whether the priority for the Christian is building the
work of God, or battling the forces of sin? The answer: we do both at the same
time. When Nehemiah was rebuilding the wall, the construction workers all had
weapons to defend themselves when needed, but their main task was building the
wall. However, others had the main job of protecting the workers from the enemy.
They worked together to build and battle at the same time. You may be one God
has called to build His work, but you need to be prepared to fight when necessary.
Or, you may be in a place where you are primarily called to fight evil. Lord, I’ll
do what You call me to do.
The secret to victory is to be mentally ready to do either; to fight sin, or build
up the work of Christ. Nehemiah had the trumpeter next to him, “Wherever you
hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us" (Neh.
4:20).
Each family was given a section of the all to rebuild that was located in front
of their family homes. This was an ingenious way to foster responsibility and
accountability. Obviously, each family would build a solid wall to protect
themselves against attacks. Also, they would make sure it was beautifully done,
because they were the ones who would see it daily. The phrase “next to them” and
“after him” appears over 20 times (Neh. 3:1-32) to reflect where each family
worked. Nehemiah was an organizing genius because he also understood the
principle that accountability leads to accomplishment. Lord, help me be
accountable to my family and responsible to You.
The attitude of the workers was the key to quality work and rapid work.
Notice the phrase, “the people had a mind to work” (Neh. 4:6). If you hate to
work—any work—you’ll piddle around, taking a long time; and you’ll do an
inferior job. Those who identify with their task and like their craft will do the best
job. That suggests a Christian should be the best employee at any workstation.
Are you? Remember, because of sin Adam was told, “In the sweat of your face”
(Gen. 3:19), he would earn a living. Usually, those controlled by sin hate work,
but those who are freed from sin should have a new attitude toward work. The
Bible commands, “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to
men” (Col. 3:23). Lord, give me the right attitude toward my job.
Because we live in an evil world, learn the lesson of vigilance from Nehemiah.
“Because of them (opposition) we set a watch against them day and night” (Neh
4:9). Some will hate you because you’re a Christian (John 15:20-21), others will
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oppose you because you work diligently (it shows them up), still others will try to
steal your possessions, or take credit for your accomplishments. You must love
your opposition for Jesus’ sake, yet be vigilant because of their threat. Lord,
protect me when I can’t look and help me protect myself at all other times.
You can’t ignore your opposition in your prayers, you must pray about them
as did Nehemiah. “Nevertheless we made our prayer to our God” (Neh. 4:9).
How should you pray? First, Nehemiah made a positive prayer, “Remember, O
my God, all that I have done for these people, and bless me for it” (Neh. 5:19,
NLT). Next, he prayed for the ability to continue working in the face of
opposition. “So I prayed for strength to continue the work” (Neh. 6:9, NLT). But
praying to finish rebuilding the walls is not enough. The third step of Nehemiah
was to recite the evil of his enemy to God. “Remember, O my God, all the evil
things that Tobiah and Sanballat have done” (Neh. 5:14, NLT). Lord, give me the
same focus and strength against opposition that you gave Nehemiah.
But there’s a fourth way to pray about opposition. Sometimes you have to
pray against your opposition. Not because you hate them, because you must love
them for Jesus’ sake. But you pray against those who are in opposition to God.
Notice how Nehemiah prayed—“ Hear, O our God, for we are despised; turn their
reproach on their own heads, and give them as plunder to a land of captivity! Do
not let their sin be blotted out from before You; for they have provoked You to
anger” (Neh. 4:4, 5). Notice, the opposition had focused on God—not
Nehemiah—so the issue was between them and God. Too often we get involved
or angry, and the issue is between us and the opposition. When it’s a personal
issue, you can’t pray against an enemy. Lord, keep my emotions pure when it
comes to the opposition.
How did God answer when Nehemiah prayed against his enemies? Two ways.
First, “The wall was finished . . . fifty-two days” (Neh. 6:15). That’s why you
pray, so God will help you finish your task. But there was a second answer,
“When our enemies . . . heard . . . they were frightened and humiliated” (Neh.
6:16, NLT). Not only were they afraid,, “They realized that this work had been
done with the help of our God” (Neh 6:16, NLT). God didn’t kill them—even if
we asked for it—God made the opposition recognize His power and ability. And
isn’t that the plan and purpose of God in the world? That all may recognize that
the God of Heaven is their Lord. That’s the first step toward their salvation. Lord,
I pray that my opposition would recognize Your power and purpose in the world.
Today’s Reading: Nehemiah 4-6
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Date Read _____________
DAY 179
Planning Your Worship
“And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. Then all the people
answered, "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their hands. And they bowed
their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground—
Nehemiah 8:6.
Perhaps you should consider arranging your personal time with God, the way
Ezra arranged the people to worship God. First, “The people gathered together as
one man” (Neh. 8:1). You should “gather” yourself in preparation for worship.
That suggests an appointed time, an appointed place, with an expectant attitude.
After all, when you meet a friend for lunch, don’t you look forward to it?
Therefore, prepare and get ready to meet God. Lord, I am excited that You would
meet with me.
Next, the Word of God must be central in your private devotion. “They told
Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses” (Neh. 8:2). Isn’t it
interesting that the people demanded that Ezra get the Scriptures? That should be
your response when you come to meet God—why—because you meet Him in the
truth of His Word. Make the Scriptures central in your quiet time. When anything
happens in your devotions that is contrary to Scriptures, it is not of God. Lord, I
seek Your presence in the pages of Your Book.
Next, you must expect God to speak to you through His Word. When the
crowd gathered before Ezra, “The ears of all the people were attentive to the Book
of the Law” (Neh. 8:3). Wouldn’t you pay attention if you expected God to speak
to you? But many don’t get much from the Bible. Maybe they don’t expect to
hear from God, or maybe they’re not paying attention to Who is speaking. Lord, I
will listen to You as You speak through Your Word.
A lot of people know something about the Bible, but that’s not the same as
knowing the Bible. Others used to read the Bible in the past, but that doesn’t take
the place of your daily Bible reading now. “Ezra opened the book in the sight of
all the people” (Neh. 8:5). Nothing takes the place of daily involvement with God
through His Word. Lord, I will go to the Scriptures today, and everyday in the
future.
What reverence do you have for the Bible? “When he (Ezra) opened it, all the
people stood up” (Neh. 8:5). This doesn’t mean you should stand when having
your private devotions, but it surely suggests you must reverence the Bible. In
many churches, the congregation stands when the Scriptures are read publicly. In
my home growing up, my parents would never allow a magazine or any other
book to be placed on a Bible. Long before my mother was saved, she had a
reverence for the Bible. No, I’m not suggesting it’s wrong when something is
placed on a Bible, but I am suggesting you reverence the Scriptures. First,
reverence the Bible for what it is—God’s Word—as it sits on the table. Second,
reverence the Bible because its message is from God to you. Third, reverence the
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Bible for its influence on your life. Lord, I praise You for the Scripture; help me
understand its message and do what it says.
Before Ezra read the Scriptures, he worshipped God. Notice, “Ezra blessed
the LORD . . . they (the people) bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with
their faces to the ground” (Neh. 8:6). Worship gets your heart ready to receive the
message of Scripture, because you completely yielded yourself to God when you
worship. Then you’re ready to receive God’s message from the Word. But also,
when you worship God, He comes to receive your worship because “the Father is
looking for anyone who will worship him that way” (John 4:23, NLT). So your
worship can bring the atmospheric presence of God to your private devotions, then
you’re ready to receive God’s message from Scriptures. Lord, come to me, speak
to me, I wait for You.
Study to understand each word in the Word of God. “They read distinctly
from the book” (Neh 8:8). The word distinctly means each word was translated
from Hebrew into the language of the hearers; for they were from Babylon and
most probably spoke Chaldean. The word distinctly also meant the readers gave
the meaning for each word. This is another way of saying the Bible was explained
to the people. When you come to your devotions, use modern translations for
understanding; use a dictionary for word definitions, use a study Bible or reference
tool for help in interpreting verses hard to understand. The most important thing
about your Bible reading is your understanding. You can’t do God’s will if you
don’t understand what the Bible means. Lord, help me understand and obey Your
words.
Finally, “they (the priest readers) gave the sense, and helped them (the people)
to understand the reading” (Neh. 8:8). Just as the people were helped by the
priests, you should get all the help you can in understanding the Bible. Listen to
Christian radio and tapes/CDs, attend Bible study or Sunday school, and worship
God corporately in church with others. All these helps will open you up to hear
and understand the message God has for you. Lord, I will seek You through as
many means as possible.
Today’s Reading: Nehemiah 8
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Date Read
DAY 180
Receiving God’s Blessings
“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My
house, and try Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "If I will not
open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing
that there will not be room enough to receive it” –Malachi 3:10.
Do you remember a past time when you enjoyed the atmospheric blessing of
God? Maybe it was at camp, or a worship experience or even at a revival
meeting. Has the presence of God filled your life so that you thought you’d bust?
If you have, it was an experience the theologians call atmospheric revival. Just
as you can feel moisture on your face when you walk outside right before it rains,
so you can feel the presence of God’s Spirit. He’s called dew. God promises, “I
will open the windows of heaven and pour out a blessing.” That blessing is God
Himself. Lord, I want to feel Your presence in my life.
Revival is defined as God’s presence among His people. He promises, “I
will our pour out my Spirit” (Joel 2:28). Have you been under the spout to
receive His abundance. At another place revival is described as “time of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). Do you want
water to cleanse you, water to keep you from dying, water to refresh you as you
trudge the hot sidewalks of life? Lord, I need water.
Notice I said you experienced revival so that you “thought you’d bust.”
That’s what God said when He promised, “So that you won’t be able to contain
it.” When there’s more rain than normal, creek banks overflow, so do lakes.
That means there will be times when God pours more of Himself into your life
than you normally experience. Remember, we have all of the Spirit, but we don’t
always experience all of Him. This verse teaches you to watch out for those
extraordinary times of out-pouring, and enjoy them. Lord, I want it again.
Some teach that revivals only come sovereignly. They teach we can’t do
anything to get a supernatural revival. But look at our verse. When you obey
God by bringing your tithes to Him, He opens His windows to pour out the
blessing of Himself. But obviously giving money to God by itself will not
trigger God’s blessing. Revival comes when you repent, seek God’s presence,
invest long times in prayer, yield to His will and make Jesus the Lord of your
life. But some have done all these things and have not experienced revival. So
we can almost hear the words of Jesus to the rich young ruler, “One thing you
lack.”
The young man had to put the Lord first with his money. Giving money to
God won’t make you spiritual, but you can’t be spiritual without giving to Him.
Lord, I give it to You.
Money represents your life. You use your energy on the job, and in return
are paid money. Others give their talents, or opinion, or skills, or time. In return
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they get money. So your money represents your life. Therefore, when you give
your money to God, you’re giving Him your life. Lord, I put my life in the
offering plate with my tithe.
Seldom has God put Himself on the spot. But here God invites you to “prove
Me now.” God is asking you to put His promises to the test. Today, God wants
you to collect on His promises. God challenges you to give your life to Him so
He can pour out Himself into your life. Lord, I claim a blessing.
Does Heaven have windows? Probably not literally, but who knows?
Windows have many uses. You open a window to get some fresh air into the
house, or you want to let some light into a room. When windows are boarded up,
the house smells stale, or is dark and musty. Windows with bars make prisoners
out of the inhabitants. So, why do you need open windows? God wants to open
them for you. And notice further, God wants to open more than one window for
you; He wants to open all of them. And can we suppose God wants to open them
all the ways. Sometimes you might open a window just a tiny bit. If it’s a
severely cold day, you’ll freeze in the room if you opened the windows all the
way. But God is the infinite weatherman. He knows how many windows to
open and how far to open them. Lord, I feel a fresh breeze stirring; did You open
a window?
Notice Who opens the windows. He is the Lord of Host. The word Host is a
reference to angels, but is also a reference to armies. When you call Him the
Lord of Host, you’re calling Him the God of the fighting angels. When God
pours revival on you, He also defends you. He has angels on guard duty to keep
you from the Evil One. So, when you ask God to pour out His Spirit, you get
more than His presence; you get His protection. Lord, protect me from dangers I
can’t see.
There are two actions in this verse. First you bring, and second, God pours.
So, what are you going to do today to get God’s blessings? The tithe is symbolic
of everything in your life that belongs to God. You must give Him your time,
talent, and treasure; and in return God will pour His Spirit on you. Lord, I want
more.
Today’s Reading: Malachi 3
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Date Read
DAY 183
Does It Really End With a Curse?
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of
the great and dreadful day of the LORD: And he shall turn the
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to
their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse” –
Malachi 4:5, 6, KJV.

“Curse!” that’s the last word in the Old Testament. What a dismal failure,
God begins the Old Testament with wonderful words of promise—In the
Beginning. God ends His Old Testament journey with the word curse! Why
does the Old Testament end with a curse? What did man—the highest creation—
do that disappointed God so he was cursed? Lord, help me understand the awful
consequences of the curse.
God created a perfect world. We don’t know how beautiful it was because
the first world fell under the curse. But we know it was beautiful because
everything God made had to be beautiful. Even God said, “It was good” (Gen.
1:10). The one word that caused the curse is sin. When God said “cursed is the
ground” (Gen. 3:17), it was because Adam sinned. The curse marked the end of
God’s perfect beauty. But we still have a world that can give us provisions for
food, clothing and shelter. However, we now have to work much hard for God’s
provision. The Bible describes our hard work, “In the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread” (Gen. 3:19). Because of the curse, women bear children with
extreme pain, men work long hours, carnivorous predators roam the fields to kill
and eat, snakes threaten and disease seems to run amok among humanity. And
we still haven’t found a cure for cancer. Lord, help us in our struggle against the
curse.
The curse is a fact. The question is how are you going to live with the curse?
You can turn bitter because of its harshness, “After this Job opened his mouth
and cursed the day of his birth” (Job 3:1). But bitterness won’t help your
overcoming your ongoing problems with the curse, and surely it won’t help you
get victory over the curse.
God challenges you today with the same victory or defeat He gave to Israel,
“Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse” (Deut. 11:26). You will
be cursed if you let the ongoing consequences of the curse make you bitter. You
can have victory if you can seek God’s blessing. In a hard and difficult world,
God will bless those who seek His blessing. Lord, I choose the blessings and
reject the curse.
In a difficult world that has been cursed, there is a better way to live. “The
LORD your God (will) turn the curse into a blessing for you, because the LORD
your God loves you” (Deut. 23:5). God doesn’t allow hardness to enter our life
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without giving opportunities for goodness and joy. The thorn bush has roses, the
hard walnut shell can be broken to get its sweet meat and a life broken by sin can
be transformed into a minister of the Gospel. Didn’t Paul the murderer become
Paul the missionary? Lord, bring me joy out of my difficulties.
The Old Testament ends with a curse, but the curse is not the end of the
story. Yes, you are “a curse if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD
your God” (Deut. 11:26-28). We have all been cursed because we have all
sinned. But there’s good news, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the
law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree’” (Gal. 3:13). The curse deserves death, but Jesus took our sin
when He became a curse for us. Now we’re free. Lord, thank You for becoming
a curse for me.
The Old Testament ends with a silver lining to the ominous dark cloud, i.e.,
“The coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: (Mal. 4:5). Before that
day, God will send Elijah. However this is not the physical resurrection of the
Old Testament prophet Elijah. That Elijah was John the Baptist. The reference in
Malachi 4:6 is applied by the Holy Spirit to John the Baptist in Luke 1:17, “He
will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord.” When the critics asked John the Baptist if
he were Elijah, he said “I am not” (John 1:21) meaning I am not physically
Elijah, but he had the spirit of Elijah.
If John the Baptist had not come to prepare the hearts of people, then the
Lord Jesus would not have come into the world to die for our sins. There would
be “no hope” for Jesus would not have come to take away the curse.
In Heaven, “there shall be no more curse” (Rev. 22:3). Whereas the Old
Testament ends with the word curse, the New Testament ends with the
eradication of the curse. The phrase “no more” means “no longer,” i.e., nothing
will be cursed in Heaven. There’s no sin in Heaven which brings a curse.
There’ll be no disease—cancer—or death that is the result of the curse. You
won’t have to worry about deadly bites or irritating rashes. Your eye sight won’t
grow dim and you’ll never die.
Today’s Reading: Revelation 22
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